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I n t r o d u c t io n

In  common w i th  many o th e r  p ie c e s  o f  r e s e a r c h  th e  f i n a l  v e r s io n  o f  

t h i s  t h e s i s  d i f f e r s  from t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  in te n d e d  when th e  work began.

Then, th e  aim was to  ex ten d  the  s tu d y  o f  18th  c e n tu ry  consumer demand and 

th e  s ta n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  i n t o  th e  M idland r e g io n .  The cho ice  o f  a r e a  was 

p a r t l y  d e te rm ined  by th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  L e i c e s t e r  i t s e l f ,  b u t  more im p o r ta n t ly  

by th e  r e l a t i v e  n e g l e c t  o f  t h i s  a re a  by wage h i s t o r i a n s .  Thus a su rv ey  o f  

wage d a ta  was begun f o r  s i x  Midland c o u n t ie s  -  a l th o u g h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

problem s a t  th e  Derby Record O f f ic e  e v e n tu a l ly  le d  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  

D e rb y s h ire ,  le a v in g  o n ly  f i v e  c o u n t i e s ,  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e ,  N o tt in g h a m sh ire ,  

N o r th am p to n sh ire ,  W arw ickshire  and S t a f f o r d s h i r e .

I t  soon became obv ious  t h a t  th e  r e s t r i c t e d  n a t u r e  o f  th e  so u rces  

a v a i l a b l e  would p re c lu d e  a wide coverage  of o c c u p a t io n s .  I n  f a c t ,  g iven  

th e  c o n s t r a i n t  of n eed in g  f a i r l y  long  ru n s  o f  wages, th e  s e r i e s  t h a t  began 

to  ta k e  shape r e p r e s e n te d  th o se  w orkers  whose wages had been  s tu d ie d  in  

o th e r  a r e a s :  b u i l d e r s ,  e s t a t e  and p a r i s h  w o rk e rs .  In  o th e r  words the

coverage  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  w orkers  was v e ry  poor a s  th e  s u r v iv in g  b u is n e s s  

r e c o rd s  were f a r  too s c a t t e r e d  to  p e rm i t  any r e a l i s t i c  r e g io n a l  a s s e s sm e n t .

So th a t  some b a s i c  s ta n d a rd  o f  com parison cou ld  be m a in ta in e d  d a i ly  

r a t e s  o f  wages were chosen as the  most common m easure o f  tim e sp e n t  a t  

work, and t h i s  a l l e v i a t e d  th e  problem s o f  comparing p ie c e  work e a rn in g s  

a c ro s s  d i f f e r e n t  o c c u p a t io n s .  These d a i l y  r a t e s  were e x p re s s e d  f o r  each 

y e a r  o f  th e  p e r io d  so t h a t  where th e  r a t e s  changed i n  m id -y ea r  th e  f i n a l  

f i g u r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  median p o s i t i o n  between th e se  r a t e s .  Wherever 

p o s s i b l e  th e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l s  and vouchers  were used as  s o u r c e s ,  r a t h e r  than
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e n t r i e s  i n  accoun t b ooks ,  and modal r a t e s  o f  wages were c a l c u l a t e d  to  g iv e  

some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  most common r a t e  f o r  th e  jo b  conce rned ,  and to  av o id  

th e  problem s in h e r e n t  i n  ta k in g  th e  s im ple  mean wage r a t e  which would 

in c lu d e  some e lem en ts  o f  d i s p e r s io n  as  th e  ra n k in g  w i th in  each p a r i s h ,  

b u i l d in g  f i rm  o r  e s t a t e  changed.

A lthough the  o r i g i n a l  focus o f  a t t e n t i o n  was th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  as a 

w hole th e  coverage  o f  th e  e a r l y  y e a r s  was so poo r  t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g  em phasis 

was g iven  to  th e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of th e  c e n tu ry .  Even h e r e ,  th e  r e a l  changes 

i n  th e  p i c t u r e  became most marked in  th e  l a s t  10-15 y e a r s  and th e r e f o r e  

coverage  was ex tended  to  th e  end o f  th e  French  w ars .  But i n  o rd e r  to  

in c lu d e  th e  p o s t  war d e p re s s io n  th e  coverage was ex tended  y e t  a g a in  in to  

the  1820s; f i n a l l y  so t h a t  th e se  e x te n s io n s  would n o t  p ro v e  n ev e r  ending  

1834 was chosen as a t e rm in a t io n  d a t e .  The th in k in g  h e re  was t h a t  th e  

new d a ta  cou ld  be compared w i th  th e  f i r s t  r e a l  n a t i o n a l  wage census 

c o n ta in e d  in  th e  Appendices to th e  1834 Royal Commission on th e  Poor Laws. 

A lthough t h i s  com parison e v e n tu a l ly  proved ex trem ely  d i f f i c u l t ,  because  

o f  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  coverage o f  1834 r e t u r n s  and th e  new M idland 

d a t a ,  th e  te m p ta t io n  to  ex ten d  the  te rm in a l  d a te  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  was r e s i s t e d .

I t  was a t  th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  s ta g e  o f  the  p r o j e c t  -  once th e  r e g io n a l  

wage census  was com pleted -  t h a t  the  whole emphasis o f  th e  r e s e a r c h  began 

to  a l t e r .  I n s t e a d  o f  f in d in g  a r e a s o n a b le  d eg ree  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  wage 

l e v e l s  f o r  th e  same o c c u p a t io n s  w i th in  each o f  th e  c o u n t i e s ,  th e r e  began 

to  emerge a complex p a t t e r n  o f  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s .  These appea red  to  

p roduce  such a d i s p e r s io n  o f  r a t e s  t h a t  i t  was im p o ss ib le  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  

one r a t e  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  job  was i n  any se n se  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  T h e re fo re  

a n o th e r  d im ension  was added to  th e  o r i g i n a l  tim e s e r i e s  i n t e n t i o n :  a
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c ro ss  s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  f o r  the  o b s e rv a t io n s  f o r  each y e a r  a c ro s s  the  

r e g io n .  At t h i s  s ta g e  th e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  had been to  s e a rc h  f o r  lo c a l  

p r i c e s  which could  be used to  produce some s o r t  o f  l o c a l  r e a l  wage in d e x ,  

b u t  th e  problems o f  th e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  wage r a t e s  w a rra n te d  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i ­

g a t io n .

In  i t s  f i n a l  form th e  b a s i c  f in d in g s  o f  th e  wage census  f o r  each  

group o f  workers i s  s e t  o u t  in  C hap ters  2-4 (based on d a ta  in  Appendices 

1 - 3 . )  Some a t te m p t  to  compare t h i s  d a ta  w i th  o th e r  work on 18th and 19th 

ce n tu ry  wages i s  made in  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  C hapter 5; which then  goes 

on to  s u g g e s t  p o s s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n s  o f  th e s e  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  w i th in  

th e  r e g io n ,  by r e l a t i n g  them to  th e  economic background o f  th e  Midlands a t  

t h i s  t im e, which was reco u n te d  in  C hapter 1. F i n a l l y ,  C hap te rs  6 and 7 

seek  to  i n t e g r a t e  th e  whole s tu d y  in t o  th e  framework o f  th e  economic h i s t o r y  

o f  th e  la b o u r  m arke t;  and i n  so doing  they look  a t  some w ide ly  h e ld  

assum ptions  which u n d e r l i e  t h i s  work. Assumptions which h e lp e d  to  ren d e r  

th e  d is c o v e ry  o f  th e se  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  wage r a t e s  such a s u r p r i s e  to  one 

raw u n s u sp e c t in g  p o s tg r a d u a te .



C hapter  I  

The M idland Region 1750-1834

W.C.Hoskins has c a l l e d  Midland England a g r e a t  d iv id e  between th e

b la ck en ed  w a l l s  and p i t  head gea r  o f  th e  n o r th  and th e  suburban  spraw l of

th e  c a p i t a l ^  and th e  l o c a t i o n  of th e  M idlands of n e c e s s i t y  c a l l s  f o r  the

d e s c r i p t i o n s  q u a l i f i e d  by words such as m id d l in g ,  t r a n s i t i o n a l  o r  p a r t i a l

whenever d i s c u s s io n  tu r n s  to  wage l e v e l s ,  forms of  economic o r g a n i s a t io n  o r

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n .  During th e  18th c e n tu ry  th e  p ro c e s s  of e r o s io n  which

reduced  London’s p redom inan t r o l e  i n  th e  n a t i o n ' s  economy and which saw the

s h i f t  i n  the  b a la n c e  more n o r th w a rd s ,  d id  n o t  pass  th rough  th e  m id lands w i th -

2o u t  d i s t u r b i n g  the  g reen  and q u i e t  h u n t in g  l a n d s c a p e ' .  A lthough by

the  1830s the r e g io n  could  s t i l l  be d e s c r ib e d  as a p red o m in an t ly  fa rm ing

a r e a ,  where th e  b u lk  of p a r i s h e s  s t i l l  belonged  to  th e  r u r a l  or s p a r s e - r u r a l

3c l a s s e s  of p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t y  few would a rgue  t h a t  th e  b a la n c e  of the  

m id lands economy had n o t  been  perm anen tly  a l t e r e d .  Whether a t t e n t i o n  was 

fo c u sse d  on th e  emergence o f  the  p o t t e r i e s  and th e  B lack  c o u n try  i n  the 

w es t  o r  the  r a p id  ex pans ion  of th e  k n i t t e d  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  th e  e a s t ;  

w hether  i t  was t h e  im pact o f  e x te n s iv e  c a n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  th e  

r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  the  r e s u l t  was th e  same: a r a d i c a l  r e a l ig n m e n t

of w orking c o n d i t io n s .  This  i s  n o t  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  p ro d u c t io n  was 

c o n c e n t ra te d  i n  l a r g e  s c a l e  f a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  t h a t

1 Midland England (1949) ,  p . l .

2 o p . c i t . , p . 3.

3 G.H. Dury, The E a s t  M id lands, p . 110



i n d u s t r y  as such  was th e  c h i e f  so u rc e  of employment f o r  we know t h a t  th e  

b a s i s  o f  th e  Birmingham m e ta l  t r a d e s  r e s t e d  i n  sm all  s c a l e  workshops and 

t h a t  th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  th e  E a s t  M idland t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  was s t i l l  based  

on the  homes of the  w o rk e rs .  We a l s o  know t h a t  more modern forms o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  foo tw ear  and k n i t t i n g  i n  th e  E a s t ,  o r  e n g in e e r in g  

in  the West d id  n o t  emerge u n t i l  th e  second h a l f  o f  th e  19th  c e n tu ry .  Hence 

.the u t i l i t y  o f  words l i k e  m idd ling  o r  t r a n s i t i o n a l  to  d e s c r ib e  a s o c i e t y  o r  

an economy which f e l t  th e  f u l l  f o r c e  o f  th e se  e a r l y  winds of i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ,  

b u t  was n o t  blown on to  an  e n t i r e l y  new cou rse  (as  i n  L a n c a s h i r e ,  Y o rk sh i re  

and th e  West o f  S co t la n d )  i n s t e a d  they  tended  to p roceed  f a s t e r  on a l a r g e l y  

p r e -d e te rm in e d  c o u rs e .  The Black c o u n t ry ,  f o r  example, th e  c e n t r e  o f  th e  

w es t  m id lands co a l  and i r o n  i n d u s t r i e s  could  s t i l l ,  i n  1843, be d e s c r ib e d  

as  a s u c c e s s io n  o f  s e m i - r u r a l  v i l l a g e s . ^  Many i n d u s t r i e s  which p ro g re s s e d  

i n  th e  buoyan t c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  l a t e  18th  c e n tu ry  were to  c o l l a p s e  by th e

1850s: i n d u s t r i e s  l i k e  r ib b o n  weaving around C oven try , w oo llens  a t  K e t t e r in g ,
<

th e  handworking s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  k n i t t i n g  i n d u s t r y  in  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  and 

N o tt in g h am sh ire  and much o f  th e  o ld  b u t to n  and toy t r a d e s  o f  th e  Birmingham 

a r e a .  Most o f  th e se  s e c t o r s  cou ld  n o t  cope w i th  th e  in c re a s e d  o u tp u t  of 

cheaper  p ro d u c ts  coming from the  North  and th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  phase  of 

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  by th e  1830s saw th e  com p le tio n  o f  th e  c y c le  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  

and d e p re s s io n  f o r  many o ld  e s t a b l i s h e d  m idland  i n d u s t r i e s .

These problem s o f  a d ju s tm e n t  to  th e  new economic env ironm ent had t h e i r  

e q u iv a le n t  i n  th e  a g r a r i a n  s e c t o r ,  where th e  p o s t  N apo leon ic  d e p r e s s io n  h i t  

c l a y la n d  a re a s  h a r d e s t ;  and a l th o u g h  c la y s  were no t th e  p re -e m in e n t  s u r f a c e  

i n  th e  m idlands they  were p rom inen t enough to  c r e a t e  more than  t h e i r  f a i r

1 M .J.W ise (E d . ) ,  Birmingham and i t s  R eg iona l S e t t i n g  (1950),  p . 232
( H e re a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to as  Wise, B.A. -  B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n  hand b o o k ) .
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s h a re  of p rob lem s. In  p a r t i c u l a r  the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  c o s t  r e d u c t io n s ,  

a n d /o r  f u r t h e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e s ,  were so d i f f i c u l t  to  g e n e ra te  t h a t  

v a s t  a r r e a r s  o f  r e n t  were the  c h i e f  r e s u l t  o f  the  d ra m a tic  f a l l  i n  g r a i n  

p r i c e s .  I n  c o n t r a s t  th e  much g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  l i g h t e r  s o i l s  meant 

t h a t  many heavy a re a s  o f  th e  m id lan d s ,  which had been  populous and p ro sp e ro u s  

a r e a s  f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  became c e n t r e s  o f  p a s t o r a l  fa rm ing  w i th  a consequen t 

r e d u c t io n  in  th e  demand f o r  lab o u r  and a l s o  t h e r e f o r e  a f a l l  i n  p o p u la t io n  

d e n s i t y .  These changes com pleted the  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  o ld  p e a s a n t  economy 

i n  many a r e a s  and th e  l a r g e r  landowners r e p la c e d  the  v a s t  number of sm a l le r  

f r e e h o l d e r s .

The sweeping f o r c e s  of economic and s o c i a l  change, which we c h a r a c t e r i s e  

as th e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  had a v a r i e d  im pact on th e  m id lands as  an a re a  

o f  long  s ta n d in g  economic im p o r tan ce .  I t  i s  the  r e a l ig n m e n t  of th e  economy

in  the  e ig h ty  o r  so y e a r s  a f t e r  1750 t h a t  i s  the  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  which

a f t e r  exam ining the  m ajor c h a n g e s . in  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o p u la t io n  w i l l  go

on to  look i n  more d e t a i l  a t  th e  changes i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t r a n s p o r t  and

i n d u s t r y .

I I

Of th e  f i v e  c o u n t ie s  covered  i n  t h i s  su rvey  th r e e  (N o tt in g h am sh ire ,  

L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  and N ortham ptonsh ire )  a r e  no rm ally  p la c e d  by g eo g rap h e rs  in  the  

E a s t  M idlands and th e  rem a in in g  two ( S t a f f o r d s h i r e  and W arw icksh ire) in  the  

West Midland a r e a .  W h i ls t  acknow ledging th e  problem  o f  th e  m arg in , where f o r  

exaiûple th e  b o rd e r s  o f  th r e e  c o u n t ie s  meet j u s t  n o r th  o f  C oventry  o r  to  the  

e a s t  o f  Rugby, and a l s o  th e  somewhat a r t i f i c i a l  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  

c o u n t i e s ,  the  d i v i s i o n  betw een e a s t e r n  and w e s te rn  m id lan d s  does have some 

v a lu e  i n  an a n a ly s i s  of economic change i n  t h i s  p e r io d .  For exam ple, the
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d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p o p u la t io n  over th e  p e r io d  1750-1834 i n  th e  e a s t  ten d s  to , 

confirm  th e  dominant p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  county  towns of  N ottingham , L e i c e s t e r  

and Northampton, whereas i n  th e  w es t  th e  o ld e r  im p o r ta n t  c e n t r e s  such as 

Warwick, C oven try , S ta f f o r d  and L i c h f i e l d  g iv e  way to  th e  emergence of 

Birmingham as  a r e g io n a l  c e n t r e  o f  economic l i f e .  C onsequen tly  th e  face  

o f  th e  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  the  r e g io n  a p p e a rs  to  have been changed more r a d i c a l l y  

than  t h a t  of th e  e a s t ,  g iv e n  th e  r i s e  of th e  B lack  co u n try  and th e  p o t t e r i e s  

i n  th e  n o r th ,  th e r e f o r e  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een e a s t  and w es t  w i l l  be used 

f o r  som ething more than  sem an tic  o r  s t y l i s t i c  r e a s o n s .

L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  ap p ea rs  to  be s t r i k i n g l y  d iv id e d  by th e  Soar v a l l e y ,

which i t s e l f  a c t s  as an im p o r ta n t  t r a n s p o r t  c o r r id o r  f o r  n o r th - s o u th

com m unications, in t o  an a r e a  to  th e  e a s t  o f  o ld e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  on th e  r o l l i n g

la n d sc a p e ,  and to  the  w es t  an a re a  o f  p o o re r  s o i l s ,  up land  r e l i e f  and

th e r e f o r e  l a t e r  s e t t l e m e n t . ^  The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  employment

i n  th e  c e n t r a l  and w e s te rn  a r e a s  o f  th e  county  has a c c e n tu a te d  th e  s h i f t  i n

p o p u la t io n  d e n s i ty  to  th e  w es t as o v e r  fo u r  hundred y e a rs  o f  e n c lo s u re s

has  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduced  la b o u r  demands i n  th e  p a s t o r a l  a r e a s  to  th e  e a s t  

2of L e i c e s t e r .  The g ra d u a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  th e  coun ty  town a f t e r  the

rav ag es  o f  th e  c i v i l  war came p a r t l y  th rough  i t s  r o l e  as a t h r i v i n g  m arket

town f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduce  from th e  su r ro u n d in g  a r e a s ,  b u t  more e s p e c i a l l y

th rough  r a p id  sp read  o f  th e  framework k n i t t i n g  in d u s t r y .  L e i c e s t e r  emerged

as th e  c e n t r e  of th e  h o s ie r y  s e c t i o n  which dominated many p a r i s h e s  in  th e

c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  county  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  a c r e s c e n t  from H inch ley  in

3th e  s o u th  w es t  th rough  L e i c e s t e r  i t s e l f  to  Loughborough i n  th e  n o r t h .  I t  

was i n  t h i s  h o s ie r y  b e l t  t h a t  th e  f a s t e s t  r a t e s  o f  p o p u la t io n  grow th were

1 N. Pye (E d . ) ,  L e i c e s t e r  and i t s  Region (1972),  p . 8.

2 H osk ins ,  o p . c i t . , p . 5 .

3 Dury, o p . c i t . , p .159.



re c o rd e d  i n  th e  e a r l y  19 th  c e n tu ry  in  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  much s low er r a t e s

i n  th e  e a s t e r n  a r e a s  o f  th e  cou n ty .  This e r a  a l s o  marked the  end o f  th e

p r o s p e r i t y  o f  s m a l le r  m arke t towns ( e .g .  M arket H arborough, L u t te rw o r th  o r

M elton Mowbray) whose f o r tu n e s  tended  to  crumble as th e  r e g io n a l  c e n t r e  of

1L e i c e s t e r  grew i n  im p o r tan ce .

N o tt in g h am sh ire  i s  v e ry  s i m i l a r  to  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  i n  many ways, n o t

th e  l e a s t  im p o r ta n t  way b e in g  th e  r o l e  of th e  R iv e r  T re n t  i n  d iv id in g  the

e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  th e  co u n ty ,  w ith  i t s  e a r l y - s e t t l e d  o ld  e n c lo se d  c la y  lan d s

from th e  l i g h t e r  s o i l  a r e a s  o f  Sherwood F o r e s t  and h i l l  p a s tu r e s  o f  th e

D erb y sh ire  b o rd e r  a r e a s .  I n  a d d i t i o n , t h e  r o l e  of th e  T re n t  as  a medium of

exchange between a r e a s  from so u th e rn  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  to  th e  Humber ensu red

2t h i s  r e g i o n ’ s p r o s p e r i t y  g iv e n  the  t r a d e  i n  new m a t e r i a l s  and g r a i n .

N ottingham i t s e l f  sh a red  th e  e x p an s io n  of th e  k n i t t i n g  in d u s t r y  w i th  th e

su rro u n d in g  i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  w hich a l s o  saw th e  r a p id  r i s e  of a m echanised

la c e  in d u s t r y  in  th e  e a r l y  19th  c e n tu ry .  But i n  th e  e a s t e r n  c l a y la n d s ,

p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t i e s  were m a in ta in e d  lo n g e r  th a n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  as  th e

numbers o f  s m a l lh o ld e rs  tended  to  h o ld  up in  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  growing

in f lu e n c e  o f  l a r g e r  landowners who were more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  improvement

o f . l i g h t e r  sandy s o i l s  i n  th e  Sherwood a r e a  to  th e  w es t  of th e  T re n t  r a t h e r

th an  th e  g ra z in g  p o t e n t i a l  o f  th e  E a s t .  T h e re fo re  r a t h e r  th a n  any major

s h i f t  i n  p o p u la t io n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h i s  p e r io d  saw th e  m a in tenance  of th e

a n c i e n t  c e n t r e s  o f  d e n s i t y  i n  N ottingham  i t s e l f  and i n  the  a r e a s  o f  c o a l f i e l d s

3and c o t to n  m i l l s  to  th e  w e s t .

1 R .H.Osborne, 'A G en era l  view o f  p o p u la t io n  changé in  th e  M iddle T re n t  
C o u n t ie s ,  1801 -1861 ',  E.M.G. (1970),  p . 41.

2 J .D .C ham bers , The V ale  o f  T re n t  (1957),  p . 5 ( h e r a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as 
Chambers, V ale)

3 O sborne, o p .c i t . ,  p . 45.
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A lthough  th e  R iv e r  Nene o c c u p ie s  a c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  in  N o r th am p to n sh ire ,  

i t s  r o l e  as a t r a n s p o r t  a r t e r y  i s  much l e s s  im p o r ta n t  th an  e i t h e r  th e  Soar 

o r  th e  T re n t  g iv e n  th e  problem  o f  n a v i g a b i l i t y . ^  However t h i s  cou ld  n o t  

d e t r a c t  from the  predom inance of  Northampton i t s e l f  as a c e n t r e  of p o p u la t io n  

in  th e  l a t e  18th  and e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r i e s  when i n  a d d i t i o n  to  i t s  f u n c t i o n  as  

an a g r i c u l t u r a l  m arke t town, i t  added th e  r o l e  of p ro d u c t io n  c e n t r e  f o r  th e  

b o o t  and shoe i n d u s t r y .  The improved t r a n s p o r t  netw ork  (v ia  the  Grand 

J u n c t io n  can a l)  and th e  s u p p l i e s  o f  cheap , unemployed la b o u r  from l o c a l  v i l l a g e s  

h e lp e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  i n  Northampton and so f u r t h e r  c o n c e n t r a te  

p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t y  on th e  county town. The on ly  o th e r  a r e a  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  

im portance  i n  th e  I s e  v a l l e y  around K e t t e r in g  and R othw ell  w i tn e s s e d  a sharp  

d e c l in e  i n  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m ajor in d u s t r y ,  w o rs te d ,  i n  th e  f a c e  of 

West R id in g  c o m p e t i t io n  and had to  w a i t  u n t i l  th e  mid 19th  c e n tu ry  f o r  a 

r e v i v a l  o f  t h e i r  f o r tu n e s  w i th  an e x te n s io n  o f  th e  shoe t r a d e .  I n  th e  

w e s te rn  a re a s  of th e  county  th e  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  g r a s s la n d  farm ing  p ro v id ed  

l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a n y th in g  o th e r  than  s p a r s e  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  w h i l s t  i n  

the  more a r a b l e  e a s t e r n  p a r t s  th e  c o l l a p s e  of g r a in  p r i c e s  a f t e r  1815 was 

in s t r u m e n ta l  i n  p ro v id in g  much o f  th e  s u r p lu s  la b o u r  f o r  the  shoe i n d u s t r y

3g iv in g  some m easure o f  th e  d ep th s  o f  th e  d e p re s s io n .

In  th e  e a s t e r n  m id lands  t h e r e f o r e  the  im pact of economic change tended 

to  r e i n f o r c e  th e  dominance o f  th e  th r e e  l a r g e s t  towns i n  term s o f  t h e i r  

r e l a t i v e  l e v e l s  o f  p o p u la t io n  grow th and as l o c i  o f  economic a c t i v i t y .  This  

t r e n d  was in  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  w est m idlands where th e  o ld e r  a r e a s  of

1 P . J . H a r r i s  and P .W .H artop , N or tham ptonsh ire  -  I t s  Land and P eop le  
(Northampton 1950), p . 9 .

2 C .D.M orley, 'P o p u la t io n  o f  Northampton and th e  I s e  V a lley  1 8 0 1 -5 1 ',  
E.M.G. 11, (1959), p . 23.

3 Dury, o p . c i t . ,  p .  147.
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g r e a t e s t  d e n s i ty  i n  th e  lowlands b o rd e re d  by S t a f f o r d ,  L i c h f i e l d ,  Warwick

and C oventry  were r a p i d l y  o v e r ta k e n  by th e  growth o f  Birmingham and th e

B lack  C o u n try .^  P re v io u s ly ,  th e  swamps and f o r e s t s  o f  th e  Birmingham p l a t e a u

had been  d e t e r r e n t s  to  s e t t l e m e n t s ,w i t h  on ly  s c a t t e r e d  woodland com m unities

i n  c o n t r a s t  to th e  n u c le a te d  common f i e l d  p a r i s h e s  so u th  and e a s t  o f  th e

R iv e r  Avon. The commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  grow th o f

Birmingham and i t s  h i n t e r l a n d  w i l l  be c o n s id e re d  i n  more dep th  below , b u t

i t s  freedom from th e  s o r t  o f  s t r i c t  m u n ic ip a l  and c r a f t  r e g u l a t i o n  which

dom inated  the  growth o f  C oven try , en su red  th e  i d e a l  f l e x i b l e  env ironm ent

w i t h i n  which th e  m ajor i n d u s t r i a l  changes i n  c o a l  and i r o n  p r o d u c t io n  i n  the

B lack  co u n try  im m edia te ly  to  the  w e s t ,  th e  m ass ive  im pact of c a n a l  b u i l d in g

and th e  o ld  m a rk e t in g  s e r v i c e s  o f  th e  c i t y  cou ld  be c a t a ly s e d  i n t o  th e

emergence of Birmingham as th e  r e g io n a l  c a p i t a l  o f  th e  West M idlands by th e
2

end of th e  18th  c e n tu ry .

In  many ways th e  s e p a r a t io n  of Birmingham from th e  B lack c o u n t ry  i s  

somewhat a r t i f i c i a l  as  t h e i r  growth was to  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  m u tu a l ly  r e i n f o r c i n g ,  

w i th  th e  form er a c t in g  as a f i n i s h i n g ,  p ro c e s s in g  and m ark e tin g  c e n t r e  f o r  

th e  sem i-m anufac tu red  p ro d u c ts  o f  th e  l a t t e r .  The l i n k s  w i th in  t h i s  p ro c e s s  

were p ro v id ed  by one o f  th e  d e n s e s t  c a n a l  netw orks i n  th e  c o u n try  which tended  

to  b in d  th e  s e m i - ru r a l  communities even more c l o s e l y  to g e th e r  as  i r o n  and coa l 

p ro d u c t io n  in c re a s e d  r a p i d l y .  Indeed  i t  was t h i s  same ca n a l  netw ork  t h a t  was 

a v i t a l  s te p  i n  th e  growth o f  th e  o th e r  main a r e a  of ex p an s io n :  th e  p o t t e r i e s ,  

where ' . . .  th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r y  towns w i th i n  a space of a l i t t l e  over

1 Wise (BA) o p . c i t . ,  p . 161; R. Lawton, 'P o p u la t io n  movements i n  th e  West 
M idlands 1 8 4 1 -6 1 ',  G eography, XLIII (1958),  p . 165.

2 M .J.W ise , 'Some F a c to r s  i n f l u e n c in g  th e  Growth o f  B irm ingham ', G eography, 
33, (1948) ,  p . 187 ( h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as Wise, Birmingham).
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20 s q u a re  m i le s  in  N orth  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  was one o f  th e  n o ta b le  p ro d u c ts  of 

th e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t io n ' . ^

S t a f f o r d s h i r e  was re g a rd e d  by many co n tem p o ra r ie s  as a s p a r s e ly
2

p o p u la te d  and b a rb a ro u s  county in  a * . . .  s t a t e  o f  the  g r e a t e s t  ru d e n e s s '

b e f o r e  the  l a t e r  18th c e n tu ry  changes which tended  to  p o l a r i s e  a c t i v i t y

betw een th e  i r o n - o r i e n t a t e d  so u th  and p o t t e r y  dom inated n o r th ,  w i th  a

p ro sp e ro u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a  i n  betw een. The r o l e  o f  L i c h f i e l d  i n  the

c e n t r e  o f  th e  county  i l l u s t r a t e s  w e l l  the im pact of th e  i n d u s t r i a l  changes

as i t s  o ld  im portance  as an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c e n t r e  was

reduced  to  th e  p r o v i s io n  o f  s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  f o r  th e  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

3a r e a .

In  W arw ickshire  to o ,  th e  o ld e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t r e s  a t  C oventry  and 

Warwick l o s t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  to  Birmingham. Coventry  la y  a t  the  

c e n t r e  o f  th e  m edieval road  system  and became an im p o r ta n t  c e n t r e  o f  c l o th  

p ro d u c t io n  w ith  th e  s p re a d  o f  'new d r a p e r i e s ' ,  b u t  in  th e  f a c e  o f  s t e r n  

c o m p e t i t io n  from o th e r  t e x t i l e  a r e a s  and th e  developm ent of a more d iv e r s e  

i n d u s t r i a l  background i n  Birmingham, i t  became by the  e a r l y  19 th  c e n tu ry  a 

' . . . r e l a t i v e l y  u n a t t r a c t i v e  p la c e  of sm all  r ib b o n  p r o d u c e r s . . . ' t  A lthough 

Warwick rem ained th e  p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r e  o f  th e  county  u n t i l  w e l l  i n t o  th e  19th  

c e n tu ry  i t  developed  only  s low ly  as  a r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  fo r  the  g e n t ry  and

1 J ,  Thomas, The R ise  o f  th e  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  P o t t e r i e s  (B ath , 1971),  p . 3,

2 V.C.H. S t a f f o r d s h i r e ,  V o l . l ; (1908),  p . 293.

3 H. Thorpe, 'L i c h f i e l d  a s tu d y  o f  i t s  growth and f u n c t i o n ' ,  S .H .C .
(1 9 5 0 -1 ) ,  p . 190.

4 V.C.H. Warwick, V o l .V I I I  (1969),  p . 231; and J .  P r e s t ,  The I n d u s t r i a l
R e v o lu t io n  i n  Coventry  (1960).
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l a t e r  a s  a s u p p l i e r  o f  p r o v i s i o n s ,  consumer goods and f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s  

to  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  spa  r e s o r t  o f  Leam ington.

I n  th e  w e s te rn  m id lands th e r e f o r e  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  p roduced  

m ajor changes in  th e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  economic a c t i v i t y  w i th  th e  fo cu s  o f  

a t t e n t i o n  s h i f t i n g  northw ards  i n  W arw ickshire  and southw ards  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  

This  l e f t  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o p u la t io n  in  the  form er county  top heavy w i th  

v e ry  s p a r s e  s e t t l e m e n t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  s o u th e rn  and e a s t e r n  a r e a s  l e a v in g  

o ld e r  m arke t towns a t  A l c e s t e r ,  S t r a t f o r d  and Rugby as c e n t r e s  o f  p u r e ly  

l o c a l  im p o r tan ce .  W h i ls t  th e  c e n t r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b e l t  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  

emerged as a l i g h t l y  s e t t l e d  b e l t  betw een th e  Wedgewood in f lu e n c e  to  th e  

n o r th  and the  h e a v i e r  i n d u s t r i e s  to  the  s o u th .^

I I I

In  the  l a s t  s e c t i o n  the  main emphasis was p la c e d  on th e  growing 

i n d u s t r i a l  a re a s  o f  th e  m idlands as  th e  focus  o f  th e  w id esp read  changes t h a t  

took p la c e  i n  th e  economy d u r in g  th e  l a t e  18th  and e a r l y  19th c e n t u r i e s .  

However, u n d e r ly in g  th e se  i n d u s t r i a l  e lem ents  was a v ery  la rg e  r u r a l  s e c t o r  

which e x e r c i s e d  p ro found  in f lu e n c e  upon the  w ider  r e g io n a l  economy.

In f lu e n c e  p a r t l y  i n  terms of  employment and incomes f o r  th e  l a r g e  numbers 

who were s t i l l  employed i n  a g r i c u l t u r e , p a r t l y  in  p ro v id in g  food and a 

la b o u r  su p p ly  f o r  th e  expanding  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s ,  b u t  a l s o  in  term s of 

in v e s tm e n t .  H ere , the  r o l e  o f  th e  l a r g e r  landowners was v i t a l  i n  the  

p r o v i s io n  o f  f ix e d  c a p i t a l  i n  fa rm ing ,  which f a c i l i t a t e d  the  w ider  a d o p t io n  

o f  new a g r i c u l t u r a l  te c h n iq u e s ;  b u t  a l s o  in  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t r a n s p o r t

1 M.W. G reens lade  and G.C. S t u a r t ,  A H is to ry  o f  S t a f f o r d s h i r e , 
(B e a c o n s f ie ld  1965), p . 41.
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changes and u rban  p r o p e r ty  developm ent.  I t  was the  c r u c i a l  r o l e  of the  

landowners i n  s o c i a l  overhead  in v e s tm e n t  t h a t  b r id g e d  th e  u rban  and r u r a l  

economies and c h a n n e l le d  th e  s u r p lu s  p ro d u c t  i n t o  i n d u s t r y .  T h e re fo re  a 

g e n e ra l  su rvey  o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  scene  in  each o f  th e  f i v e  c o u n t ie s  under 

c o n s id e r a t io n  i s  n e c e s s a ry  i n  o rd e r  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  emphasis 

w i th i n  th e  m idland economy.

Any a t te m p t  to  d e s c r ib e  farm ing  p a t t e r n s  w i th in  an  a r e a  a s  l a r g e  as  a 

county  i s  bound to  p roduce ’ . . .  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  ev idence  which tends  to  b lu r  

the f i r m  o u t l i n e  o f  o n e ’s g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s ,  w i th o u t ,  however, o b s c u r in g  t h e i r  

c e n t r a l  t r u t h ’ But  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  i s  a county  where th e  b road  p h y s ic a l  

d iv i s i o n s  a r e  r e a s o n a b ly  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  and produce a b a s ic  s o i l  and land  

use  d i v i s i o n  between th e  s t i f f e r  c la y  loams o f  th e  e a s t e r n  a r e a s  and th e  

more f r i a b l e  s o i l s  o f  th e  w e s t .  T h is  d i s t i n c t i o n  l e a d s ,  p r e d i c t a b l y ,  to  

the  l i g h t /h e a v y  la n d -u s e  p a t t e r n s  which appear to  have been  th e  b a s i s  of 

th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  changes i n  18th c e n tu ry  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  when the  p r o d u c t i v i t y  

of th e  l i g h t e r  s o i l s  was tran s fo rm ed  w i th in  a N orfo lk  type  r o t a t i o n  by the 

e l im i n a t io n  o f  th e  f a l lo w  y e a r .  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  does i n  f a c t  f i t  t h i s  p a t t e r n  

i n  so f a r  a s  the  h e a v ie r  s o i l s  in  th e  e a s t  tended  to  a d o p t  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  

p a s t o r a l  emphasis in  a g r i c u l t u r e  w h i l s t  th e  w e s te rn  l i g h t e r  s o i l  a r e a s  had 

a much l a r g e r  a r a b l e  component.

A lthough th e  pace o f  c o n v e rs io n  to  a r a b l e  fa rm ing qu ickened  c o n s id e r a b ly  

i n  th e  18th  c e n tu ry ,  the  o r ig i n s  o f  t h i s  t r e n d  go back to  the  1 6 th ,  from which 

time th e  county  g r a d u a l ly  ceased  to  be a p red o m in an tly  o p e n - f i e l d  a r a b l e  co u n ty .

1 V .C .H .L e ic e s te r  V o l .2 (1954), p . 234.

2"^ The main so u rces  used i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e :  R.M.Auty L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  (L .U .S.
1943); W .J.Moscrop, ’A R eport on the  Farming o f  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e ' ,  J .R .A .S .E . 
(1866 ); J .  Monk, G eneral View o f  the  A g r i c u l t u r e  o f  L e i c e s t e r , (1794);
W. P i t t ,  G eneral View o f the  A g r ic u l tu r e  o f  L e i c e s t e r  (1809).

3 D .R .M i l ls ,  ’Landownership and R ura l S e t t le m e n t  w i th  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  to
L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  i n  th e  m id-19 th  c e n t u r y ’ , (u n p u b lish ed  Ph.D t h e s i s  
L e i c e s t e r  1963).
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The form of e n c lo su re  was by agreem ent u n t i l  the  m id -1 8 th  c e n tu ry  and was 

c o n c e n t r a te d  m ainly  i n  th e  e a s t e r n  d i v i s i o n  where i t  o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  in  de­

p o p u la t io n  when l a r g e r  landowners were the  prime movers and t h i s  began the  

w estw ard d r i f t  i n  p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t y  no ted  above^ as la b o u r  demands were 

re d u c e d .  However the  second wave of p a r l i a m e n ta ry  e n c lo s u re s  i n  th e  l a t e  

18th  c e n tu ry ,  which took th e  en c lo se d  a re a  from 60-90%, w i tn e s s e d  an  

i n c r e a s in g  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  s o u th e rn  and w e s te rn  d i s t r i c t s  where many s m a l l ­

h o ld e r s  took the  i n i t i a t i v e ,  and where co n se q u e n t ly  d e p o p u la t io n  was lower 

because  th e  dominant form of land  use  was a r a b l e .

The main r e s u l t  of th e  e n c lo s u re s  was to  red u ce  d r a s t i c a l l y  th e  a r a b l e

a c re a g e  from over 60% i n  th e  17th c e n tu ry  to  16% i n  1801 b r in g i n g  in  i t s

wake th e  ’ . . .  f i n a l  decay o f  the  s m a l le r  p e a s a n t  farm er and the  emergence of

2the  l a r g e r  g r a z i e r ' . A lthough t h i s  t r e n d  was r e v e r s e d  i n  the  l a t e r  y e a r s

of th e  N apoleon ic  w ars ,  when much subm arg ina l land  was r e c o n v e r te d  and the

3 .a r a b l e  s h a re  ro s e  to  abou t 30% in  1815, t h i s  was r e a l l y  on ly  a s t a y  of 

e x e c u t io n  f o r  th e  sm a l lh o ld e r  as th e  s e v e re  p o s t  war d e p r e s s io n  f i n a l l y  

ru in e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  to s u rv iv e  by m ortgag ing  h i s  la n d .

I n  th e  p o s t  war y e a r s  th e  d e p re s s io n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  p lu s  th e  c o n t in u ed  

t r e n d  towards p a s t o r a l  fa rm ing  i n  th e  e a s t  produced th e  s m a l l e s t  r a t e s  of 

p o p u la t io n  growth i n  th e  whole c o u n t ry ,  in  c o n t r a s t  to  the  p a r i s h e s  i n  the  

h o s ie r y  b e l t  where a g r i c u l t u r a l  underemployment cou ld  be  supp lem ented  by 

outw ork . Even th e  d e p re s se d  and h ig h ly  u n s ta b l e  c o n d i t io n s  i n  h o s ie r y  

a f t e r  1815 d id  n o t  d e t e r  the  movement o f  lab o u r  i n t o  th e s e  w e s te rn  p a r i s h e s  

whenever th e  s l i g h t e s t  s i g n  o f  exp an s io n  a p p e a re d .^

1 See p . 5.

2 W.G.Hoskins, The Midland P e a s a n t  (1957),  p . 262.

3 W.G.Hoskins, 'The L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  Crop R etu rns  o f  1 8 0 1 ' ,  T r a n s .L e i c s .
A rch .S oc .  XXIV, (1948) ,  p . 135.

4 Pye, o p . c i t . ,  p . 431.
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To sum up t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  e a s t e r n  d i v i s i o n  was l a r g e ly  i n  g ra s s  w i th

a r e a s  on th e  s l i g h t l y  c o ld e r  up land  s o i l s  to th e  n o r th  and e a s t  o f  M elton

g iv e n  o v e r  to  d a i r y i n g ,  b u t  w ith  the  r i c h e r  lowland p a s tu r e s  a long  th e  r i v e r

v a l l e y s  used f o r  f a t t e n i n g  sheep and c a t t l e  b ro u g h t in  from o th e r  c o u n t i e s .

Whereas i n  the  w e s te rn  p a r t s  of th e  county  th e  l i g h t e r  s o i l s  (and th e  n e a rn e ss

of demand a t  L e i c e s t e r )  meant t h a t  th e  a r a b l e  s h a re  was a b o u t 50% w i th  an o th e r

d a i r y i n g  a r e a  to  th e  w es t  o f  L e i c e s t e r  around M arket Bosworth. As f a r  as th e

o v e r a l l  c o n d i t io n  of fa rm ing  was concerned  t h i s  would o b v io u s ly  v a ry  c o n s id e r a b ly

thus  making g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s  ex trem ely  haza rdous  b u t  i t  i s  w orthw h ile  m en tion ing

two p o in t s  n o ted  by C a i rd :  f i r s t l y  t h a t  r e n t s  were v e ry  h ig h  ( r e f l e c t i n g  th e

n a tu r e  o f  th e  demand f o r  meat p ro d u c ts ? )  and second ly  th e  poor perfo rm ance  o f

many o f  th e  l a r g e r  landowners i n  t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s p h e r e s .  He c h a s t i s e d

them f o r  t h e i r  la c k  of i n t e r e s t  i n  im proving  methods and t h e i r  o b s e s s io n  w ith

s h o r t  t e n a n c ie s  a l th o u g h  he does p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  landowners were

f a i r l y  sm a ll  and thus  th e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  them selves  as b e s t
« 1

p r a c t i c e  l e a d e r s  was t h a t  much s m a l l e r .

I t  i s  v e ry  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  l a t t e r  comment on th e  r o l e  o f  im proving

2la n d lo rd s  was i n  such sh a rp  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  N o tt in g h am sh ire  where

they p io n e e re d  th e  use o f  many new te c h n iq u e s  i n  l i g h t  s o i l  fa rm in g .  From

the map used by Lowe i n  h i s  1794 su rv ey  (F ig .  2 ) i t  can  be s een  t h a t  the

d i v i s i o n s  w i th i n  th e  county  a re  more co m p lica ted  than  i n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e .  A

c ro ss  s e c t i o n  from w es t  to  eac^  would see  the  la n d sc a p e  change from th e  poor

p a s tu r e s  on the  D erb y sh ire  b o rd e r  to  th e  o ld e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  th e  m idland c la y

3p l a i n  w ith  a ' . . .  t h i n  lozenge  of l i g h t e r  s o i l s  in  the  b reck s  of. S herw ood .. .*

1 E n g l is h  A g r ic u l tu r e  i n  1850-51 (1852),  p . 219.

2 Main so u rces  h e re  a r e  K.C.Edwards N o tt in g h am sh ire  (L .U .S . 1943);
R. Lowe, G eneral View o f  the  A g r ic u l tu r e  of N o tt in g h am sh ire  (1798); 
R.W.Corringham, 'A g r i c u l t u r e  of N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e ' , J .R .A .S .E . (1845)

3 Chambers, V ale, p . 7.
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i n  be tw een .  Along t h i s  a x is  th e  major problem  in  th e  w es t  was to  w re s t  

^  l i v e l i h o o d  from th e  poor s o i l s  whereas in  th e  e a s t  th e  more norm al problem  

was to  o b t a i n  a b e t t e r  o r  f u l l e r  rew ard .

The p i c t u r e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  th e  e a r l y  18 th  c e n tu ry  would have r e v e a le d  

a f a i r l y  p ro sp e ro u s  la n d sc a p e  o f  open f i e l d s  w ith  an a r a b l e  emphasis on the  

e a s t e r n  c l a y s ,  the  dominance o f  th e  w o o llen  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  f o r e s t  d i s t r i c t s  

and a much more mixed system  i n  th e  T re n t  v a l l e y  where the  n e a rn e ss  o f  urban  

food m arke ts  encouraged i n t e n s i v e  p ro d u c t io n .  As in  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  e n c lo s u re s  

r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  t h i s  p i c t u r e  by t ra n s fo rm in g  th e  s t e r i l e  lan d sca p e  of th e  

f o r e s t  a r e a s  where i t s  t h i n  s o i l s  p roduced  only  f e r n ,  g o rse  and h e a th  

v e g e t a t i o n ,  i n t o  th e  most e f f i c i e n t  a re a  o f  th e  county  by th e  e a r l y  19 th  

c e n tu r y .  I t  was the  l a r g e r  landowners who were th e  i n s t i g a t o r s  o f  th e s e  

changes a l th o u g h  they  were more numerous th a n  S i r  George S a v i l e  in t im a te d  

when he  to l d  Lord Rockingham t h a t  fo u r  Dukes, two Lords and t h r e e  r a b b i t

w arrens  ta k es  i n  h a l f  th e  county  i n  p o in t  o f  s p a c e ’

There had been a long  h i s t o r y  o f  e n c lo s u re  from th e  16th  c e n tu ry  onwards 

b u t  th e  m otive  had been dom inated by th e  d e s i r e  to  p roduce  more w ool, and 

th e r e f o r e  ex ten d  th e  p a s t o r a l  a r e a s .  The b u lk  o f  t h i s  e a r l y  e n c lo s u re  was 

u n d e r ta k e n  i n  th e  e a s t e r n  a r e a s  and i n  th e  T ren t  b a s in  so t h a t  ab o u t  a t h i r d  

o f  th e  c o u n t ie s  open f i e l d s  had been  en c lo se d  by 1750. This  p e rc e n ta g e  had 

re a c h e d  th r e e  q u a r t e r s  by 1800 b u t  the  main m otive had become th e  

c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and improvement o f  a r a b l e  farms and th e  focus  had s h i f t e d  

w estw ards on to  the  l e s s  te n a c io u s  s o i l ^  i n  th e  n o r th e r n  c la y  d i s t r i c t s  and 

i n t o  th e  D u k e r ie s .  H ere , th e  c l a s s i c  forms o f  tu r n ip  h u sband ry ,  w i th  i t s

1 Quoted in  J .D .C ham bers , ’The Problem o f  Sherwood F o r e s t ’ , A g r i c u l t u r e  
62, (1 9 5 5 -6 ) ,  p . 177.
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d u a l  e f f e c t s  on f e r t i l i t y  and w in te r  s to c k  f e e d in g ,  had en ab led  th e  m argin  

o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  to  be ex tended  i n t o  a r e a s  t h a t  were p r e v io u s ly  w aste  by u s in g  

th e  in v e s tm en t  r e s o u rc e s  o f  the  e s t a t e  owners to  g r e a t  e f f e c t .

The main e f f e c t  on la n d  use  of th e se  changes was to  r a i s e  th e  s h a re  

w hich a r a b l e  fa rm ing  took i n  the  county  from abou t 40% i n  1750 to  over  60% 

i n  th e  1830s and w i th in  t h i s  county  a g g re g a te  d ra m a t ic  in c r e a s e s  came i n  the  

D ukeries  (15-66%) and the  n o r th  w es t  (33-66%) w i th  on ly  th e  very  heavy c la y s  

s o u th  o f  the  T re n t  showing a drop (47-40% ).^ In  a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s  in c r e a s e  

i n  th e  q u a n t i t y  o f  g r a in  and r o o t  c ro p s  th e r e  fo llo w ed  i n c r e a s in g  y i e l d s  

a s  new methods were w r i t t e n  i n t o  tenancy  agreem ents  and la n d lo rd s  p ro v id e d  

f o r  th e  l a r g e r  l e v e l s  o f  f ix e d  in v e s tm e n t  so t h a t  th e  i s o l a t e d  im provers  

o f  th e  e a r l y  18th  c e n tu ry  became much more t y p i c a l  o f  N o tt in g h am sh ire  

a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  by th e  1830s. Hand in  hand w i th  th e se  improvements went 

b e t t e r  methods o f  sheep b re e d in g  w i th  i t s  g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  and more 

im m ediate p r o f i t s  r e l a t i v e  to  th e  g ra z in g  and f a t t e n i n g  a re a s  o f  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  

and N o rth am p to n sh ire .

By the  1820s t h e r e f o r e  th e  whole b a s i s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  had been  tran s fo rm ed  

e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  D u k e r ie s ,  which had p r e v io u s ly  been unen c lo sed  sheepw alks , 

and where f a i r l y  l a rg e  farms w i th  s t r i c t  tenancy  agreem ents  to  p r o t e c t  la n d ­

owner in v e s tm e n t  had p ro v id e d  th e  framework f o r  th e  d ra m a tic  change in  land  

u s e .  I n  th e  sou th  i n  th e  T re n t  b a s in  th e  e x c e l l e n t  l i g h t e r  s o i l s  and r i c h  

meadows p ro v id ed  th e  i d e a l  b a s i s  f o r  th e  expans ion  o f  d a i r y i n g  and m arke t 

g a rd en in g  fo r  th e  growing m arket o f  th e  N ottingham  r e g io n .  Even th e  c l a y la n d s  

to  th e  n o r th  of the  T re n t  had adap ted  t h e i r  methods to  improve o u tp u t ,  f o r  

a l th o u g h  t h i s  was an a r e a  o f  f lu x  w ith  a re a s  s t i l l  under the  o p e n - f i e l d  system ,

1 D.V.Fowkes, ’The P ro cess  o f  A g ra r ia n  Change i n  N otingham sh ire  1720-1830’ , 
(U npublished MA t h e s i s ,  L iv e rp o o l  1971), p . 491.
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where t h e  c l a y s  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  h i g h e r  sandy c o n t e n t  were too s t r o n g  f o r  

t u r n i p  c u l t i v a t i o n  and where farm s i z e s  were much smal ler^ an e l a b o r a t e  

s i x  c o u r s e  r o t a t i o n  and some v o l u n t a r y  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  h o l d i n g s ,  had 

i n c r e a s e d  th e  a r e a  under th e  p lough  from 43% i n  1750 to  54% i n  1830.  In

f a c t  the  only  b la c k  s p o t  was the  a r e a  to  th e  s o u th  of  Nott ingham where the  

c l a y s  were much more t e n a c io u s  and d i f f i c u l t  to work w i th  the  r e s u l t  t h a t  

t h e  a r e a  o f  permanent  p a s t u r e  i n c r e a s e d  a l th o u g h  i t s  q u a l i t y  was p o o r .

Many o f  t h e se  improvements c o n t in u e d  i n  the  p o s t -w a r  d e p r e s s i o n  a l th o u g h  

a t  a  reduced  pace w i th  i n t e r e s t  t a k e n  i n  f e r t i l i s e r s ,  i n c r e a s e d  s to c k  

d e n s i t i e s ,  b u t  more e s p e c i a l l y  i n  d r a in a g e  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  c l a y l a n d  a r e a  

n o r t h  of  t h e  T r e n t .  The prob lem h e r e  was to t r y  and e l i m i n a t e  or  reduce  the  

p r o p o r t i o n  of f a l l o w  y e a r s  on t h i s  s t i f f  land  and p a r t  of  the  s o l u t i o n  was 

found i n  th e  famous f l o a t i n g  w a te r  meadows o f  th e  Duke of  P o r t l a n d .  I n  the  

f a r  n o r t h  of  the  county too c o n t in u e d  a t t e n t i o n  was f o c u s s e d  on th e  d r a in a g e  

problems o f  the  Carrs  i n  th e  B ly th  a r e a ,  and once a g a i n  i t  was the  l a r g e r  

landowners who took th e  i n i t i a t i v e .

To conc lude  t h i s  r ev iew o f  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  scene  i t  m igh t  be u s e f u l

to  c o n s i d e r  the  r o l e  of  p a r k l a n d  owners i n  a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l .  Al though

the  county  had c o n ta in e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of  p a rk s  s in c e  the  midd le  ages

t h e i r  a r e a  reached  a peak of  23,000 a c r e s  i n  over  50 p a rk s  i n  the  l a t e  18th

1and e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r i e s .  I n  terms o f  s i z e  and i n f l u e n c e  the  n a t u r e  of 

t h e s e  pa rks  r e v e a l e d  a good d e a l  o f  d i v e r s i t y  ran g in g  from the  a n c i e n t  r o y a l  

f o r e s t s  through th e  r e c e n t l y  ex tended  a r e a s  i n  th e  D uker ies  to  the  s m a l l e r  

p o s s e s s i o n s  o f  r i s i n g  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s .  The emphasis  i n  t h e s e  pa rk s  l a y  on 

th e  commercial  s i d e  w i t h  much l e s s  a t t e n t i o n  be in g  p a i d  to  game, p l e a s u r e

1 D.V.Fowkes, ’N o t t in g h am s h i re  P a rk s  i n  the  18th and 19th  C e n t u r i e s ’ , 
T r a n s . Thoronton S o c i e ty  (1968).
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ga rdens  and l a n d sc a p in g  than  the  t imber  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s .  Vas t  

a r e a s  o f  the  e s t a t e s  i n  the  Duker ie s  were p l a n t e d  d u r in g  the  18th  ce n tu ry  

p a r t l y  to  meet t h e i r  own needs b u t  a l s o  to  cope w i th  th e  growing demand f o r  

p i t  p r o p s ,  hop p o le s  and from b u i l d e r s . ^  On the  fa rming  s i d e  th e  r o l e  of 

th e  l a r g e r  e s t a t e s  i n  f i n a n c i n g  and p i o n e e r i n g  the  use of  newer methods has 

a l r e a d y  been ment ioned and t h i s  f u n c t i o n  can h a r d l y  be o v e r - e s t i m a t e d  as 

the  new te c h n iq u e s  were q u i c k ly  i n t r o d u c e d  on home farms and then  fo r c e d  

on to  t e n a n t s  through s t r i c t e r  ag reem en ts .

This  whole p ro c e s s  of  change ep i to m ise s  the  advan tages  o f  s i z e  i n  

terms of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o g r e s s  where economies o f  s c a l e  th rough  th e  c o n s o l i ­

d a t i o n  o f  l a n d h o ld in g s  produced  g r e a t e r  o u tp u t  a t  lower c o s t .  In

N o t t i n g h a m s h i re  the  l a r g e r  landowners took the  l e ad  i n  improving fa rm ing ,  

they c h a n n e l l e d  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i a l ,  m in e ra l  and p r o p e r t y  r e t u r n s  i n t o  a g r i ­

c u l t u r e  so t h a t ,  f o r  example,  in v e s tm en t  could  c o n t in u e  even th rough  the  pos t-

1815 d e p r e s s i o n .  But i t  was a l s o  t h e i r  example which in f l u e n c e d  the  s m a l l e r
<

la n d h o ld e r s  on the e a s t e r n  c l a y l a n d s  i n t o  changing  t h e i r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and 

p r a c t i c e s  i n  the  s e a r c h  f o r  h ig h e r  p r o f i t s .  The a c t u a l  im p lem en ta t ion  

of  the  new methods on t h e i r  own l a n d s ,  and th e  d i f f u s i o n  of  id e a s  to o th e r  

a r e a s  which r e s u l t e d  from t h e i r  e f f o r t s  b rough t  N o t t in g h am s h i re  to th e  

f o r e f r o n t  o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .

The o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  con temporary a g r i c u l t u r a l  w r i t e r s  from Young to 

C a i rd  were c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e i r  p r a i s e  and a d m i r a t i o n  o f  the  e f f o r t s  made 

by N o t t ingham sh i re  fa rm ers  to improve t h e i r  methods;  they were e q u a l l y  

c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e i r  d e p r e c a t o r y  remarks abou t  the  c o n d i t i o n  o f  fa rming  in

1 Fowkes, op.  c i t .  p . 79
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N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e Even i n  1851 C a i rd  found good fa rm ing  s t i l l  the

2e x c e p t i o n . , . ’ and went on to  c a s t i g a t e  l a n d lo r d s  f o r  t h e i r  l a c k  of  i n t e r e s t

i n  farm management -  a p o i n t  made i n  the  same y e a r  by Bearn  who found

3’ . . .  l i t t l e  t a s t e  i n  t h i s  county f o r  e x p e r im e n ta l  f a r m i n g ’ , d e s p i t e  the  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  landed p r o p r i e t o r s .  Perhaps  th e s e  problems of  

low l e v e l s  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  and l a ck  of  improvers  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to  the  

same c a u s e :  t h e  poor  q u a l i t y  s o i l s  which cover most  o f  th e  county? The

predominance o f  th e  heavy midland c lay s  gave l i t t l e  i n c e n t i v e  to the  wide­

s p r e a d  a d o p t io n  o f  t u r n i p  husbandry ,  which was so common i n  N o t t i n g h a m s h i re ,  

a l t h o u g h  th e  a r a b l e  component i n  N or tham ptonsh i re  a g r i c u l t u r e  was s t i l l  

i m p o r t a n t .  In  f a c t ,  P i t t ^  n o te d  th e  l a r g e  e x p o r t s  o f  g r a i n  to  o t h e r  

c o u n t i e s  i n  1809, so t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  doubt  t h a t  t h i s  county  was a b l e  

to  i n c r e a s e  i t s  a r a b l e  o u t p u t  beyond th e  needs o f  i t s ,  a d m i t t e d l y  s p a r s e ,  

p o p u l a t i o n  b u t  th e  c o s t s  invo lved  were h ig h  and could  only  be covered  by 

the  r a p i d  i n f l a t i o n  of  war t ime corn  p r i c e s .  Indeed ,  i t  was th e  p o s t  war 

slump i n  p r i c e s  t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y  exposed the  i n e f f i c i e n c y  i n  g r a i n  p r o d u c t i o n  

when c o s t s  could  n o t  be adjusted downwards w i th  an y th in g  l i k e  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  

n o te d  above i n  the  Sherwood a r e a ,  and t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a ve ry  s e v e re  

d e p r e s s i o n  f o r  Nor tham ptonsh i re  f a r m e r s . ^

I n  terms o f  r e l i e f  the  county may be d iv i d e d  i n t o  two b road  a r e a s :  the

h e i g h t s  o r  co ld  uplands  which run  a c r o s s  N or tham ptonsh i re  from the  s o u th  w es t

1 The main sou rces  used were:  J .D o n a ld s o n ,  G enera l  View o f  th e  A g r i c u l t u r e  
of  Northampton (1794) ;  W . P i t t ,  G enera l  View of  th e  A g r i c u l t u r e  of
Northamp ton (1809);  S .H .B eaver ,  N or tham ptonsh i re  (L.U.S.  1943);
W. Bearn ,  'On th e  Farming o f  N o r th a m p t o n s h i r e ' ,  J . R . A . S . E . (1852) .

2 C a i rd ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 416.

3 Bearn ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 102.

4 P i t t ,  Nor tham ptonsh i re  (1809),  o p . c i t . , p . 232.

5 Dury,  o p . c i t . , p . 139.
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a round  Daventry to Stamford i n  th e  f a r  N br th  e a s t ,  and form the  l e a s t  populous 

p a r t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  Secondly  th e  r e s t  o f  the  county made up of  warm p a r k - l i k e ,  

t r e e - s t u d d e d  lower county  to the  e a s t  encompassing th e  Nene v a l l e y  i n  the  

c e n t r e ,  and a t  th e  n o r th  e a s t e r n  e x t r e m i t y  t h e r e  i s  an a r e a  o f  r e c e n t l y  

d r a i n e d  f e n l a n d  i n  th e  Soke of  P e te rb o ro u g h .  The s o i l  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  a l i t t l e  

more c o m p l ica ted  w i th  the  most  f e r t i l e  r e d  sandy s o i l s  found i n  s c a t t e r e d  

p a t c h e s  around Northampton i t s e l f  and p ro v id ed  r i c h  p a s t u r e s  and meadow land 

w h i l s t  t h e  a r a b l e  s i d e  produced th e  f i n e s t  c rops  o f  c o r n . ^  A much l a r g e r  

a r e a  of  r e d  s tony  s o i l s  lay  to  th e  s o u th  o f  the  county  and p ro v id ed  the  

p r i n c i p a l  t u r n i p  l a n d ,  b u t  was f a r  too  weak i n  f e r t i l i t y ,  g iv e n  the  sha l low ness  

o f  t h e  s o i l s  and th e  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  s t o n e s ,  to be a b l e  to s u s t a i n  an 

e x t e n s i o n  of  more i n t e n s i v e  a r a b l e  fa rming b u t  tended to  make good sheep 

p a s t u r e .  By f a r  the  b i g g e s t  s o i l  a r e a  which dominated t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  

t h e  county  was th e  mixed c layey  loams e x t e n d in g  from B rack ley  to  Rushden,  

and p r e s e n t e d  a v e ry  s t i f f  s u r f a c e  which made c u l t i v a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t  w i th o u t  

e x t e n s i v e  d r a in a g e .  Thus the  s o i l s  i n  t h e s e  s o u th e r n  and e a s t e r n  p a r t s  

were of  a poor q u a l i t y  and could  n o t  have p ro v id ed  much re s p o n s e  i f  any 

e n t e r p r i s i n g  farmer  had shown any i n t e r e s t  i n  r o o t  c rops  and c o n v e r t i b l e  

husbandry .  Whereas i n  th e  main g r a z i n g  a r e a s  to  t h e  w es t  the  f a t t e n i n g  

p a s t u r e s  were of  a much h ig h e r  q u a l i t y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  g r a v e l l y  s o i l s  

o f  t h e  Nene and Welland v a l l e y s ,  and on the  n o r t h  w e s t e r n  p a s t u r e s  which 

b o rd e re d  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  and which had s t r o n g  c lay  s o i l s .  The only  o t h e r  s o i l  

a r e a  was i n  t h e  f a r  n o r t h  e a s t  on th e  r e c l a im e d  fens  j u s t  w es t  o f  P e te rb o ro u g h  

where t h e  p e a t y  s o i l  p ro v id ed  a hardworking  background f o r  wheat and t u r n i p s  

w i th  a l a r g e  a r e a  o f  good g r a s s .

1 Beaver ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 390; Bearn,  o p . c i t .  p . 59.
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By th e  e a r l y  19th  c en tu ry  th e s e  s o i l  d i v i s i o n s  t h e r e f o r e  produced  a 

p r ed o m in an t ly  p a s t o r a l  economy i n  th e  s o u th  and w es t  and an a r a b l e  emphasis  

i n  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  c l a y l a n d  farming  i n  the  

e a s t  was much p o o r ^ r e l a t i v e  to th e  prime q u a l i t y  g r a s s l a n d  a r e a s  o f  th e  w e s t .

As f a r  as  e n c l o s u r e s  were concerned  i t  was th e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  18th 

c e n t u r y ,  when p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a c t s  a l lowed  th e  . f i n a l  breakdown of r e s i s t a n c e  

by common p r o p e r t y  owners,  t h a t  completed  th e  e r o s i o n  o f  open f i e l d s  t h a t  

had begun i n  th e  16th  c e n t u r y .  I t  appea rs  t h a t  abou t  60% o f  land  remained  

unenc lose d  by the  e a r l y  l&th c e n t u ry  and the  b u lk  o f  t h i s  lay  i n  the  c e n t r a l  

and s o u th e r n  p a r t s  o f  th e  co u n ty .^  By the  t ime Donaldson r e p o r t e d  i n  1794 

t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  had been  ha lv ed  as a r e s u l t  o f  a wave o f  e n c l o s u r e  i n  the 

c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  the county e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  Nene and Welland v a l l e y  g r a s s l a n d  

a r e a s .  This  p ro c e s s  was p a r t  of  the  g e n e r a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  improvements f in a n c e d  

by the  s h i f t  i n  rewards towards food p ro d u c e r s  i n  the  l a t e  18 th  c e n t u r y  and 

r e s u l t e d  i n  improved farm b u i l d i n g s ,  b e t t e r  d r a in a g e  schemes ( e s p e c i a l l y  in  

t h e  Fens)  n o t  to ment ion the  development of  landscaped  c o u n t ry  houses  and 

p a r k s .

The land use  system around th e  t u r n  of  the  19th ce n tu ry  had two main

elem en ts  t h e r e f o r e  w i th  a s to c k  emphasis  i n  th e  w e s t  and an a r a b l e  i n  the

e a s t .  In  th e  w es t  c a t t l e  was b r o u g h t  i n  from o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  f o r  ' . . .  topp ing

2up f o r  the  London market* hav ing  been  bought  soon a f t e r  Ladyday and r e l e a s e d  

s low ly  from September th rough  the  fo l l o w i n g  F e b ru a ry .  Whereas sheep were 

bought a t  the b e g inn ing  o f  w in t e r  and the  lambs s o ld  o f f  i n  May, w i t h  the  

ewes b e in g  r e t a i n e d  u n t i l  l a t e  autumn. There was a much s t r o n g e r  a r a b l e  

c o n t e n t  on the  mixed farms o f  the  e a s t ,  b u t  the  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  p r o d u c t i o n

1 W.E.Tate ,  'E n c l o s u r e  movements i n  N o r th a m p t o n s h i r e ' ,  N .P . and P . ,  1, N o .2,
(1949) ,  p . 29; J .  S te a n e ,  The N or tham ptonsh i re  Landscape (1974) ,  p . 226.

2 Beaver ,  o p . c i t . , p . 389.
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was s t i l l  dominated  by th e  form o f  r o t a t i o n  which tended to  be a much more 

r i g i d  t h r e e  y e a r  system on the  open f i e l d  fa rms,  tha n  the  more f l e x i b l e  

m i x tu r e  o f  r o o t  crops  i n  a s i x  y e a r  c o u r s e  i n  the  en c lo se d  a r e a s .  I n  

t h e  former open f i e l d  a r e a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  the  p o s t -1 8 1 5  d e p r e s s i o n  added 

f u r t h e r  m ise ry  to  t h e  dua l  problems o f  poor s o i l  and i n f l e x i b l e  r o t a t i o n ,  

w h i l s t  even  th e  en c lo se d  a r e a s  proved  in c a p a b le  of  w i t h s t a n d i n g  the  e f f e c t s  

o f  t h e  d r a s t i c  f a l l  i n  corn  p r i c e s .  On the  o t h e r  hand t h e  g r a z i n g  a r e a s  

were n o t  n e a r l y  so h a rd  h i t  g iv e n  th e  r e s p o n s iv e n e s s  o f  meat  demands and 

t h e  l a t e r  expans ion  o f  th e  m i lk  and d a i r y i n g  s i d e  once r a i l w a y s  opened th e  

London marke t  even f u r t h e r . ^  This  r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  

improvement no ted  i n  p a s t o r a l  fa rming  by Bearn i n  1852 p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  

d r a i n a g e  and b r e e d in g  s p h e r e s ,  a l th o u g h  he s t i l l  no ted  the  backwardness o f

2t h e  c l a y l a n d  fa rm ers  to the  e a s t  w i th  t h e i r  sm a l l  farms and o b s o l e t e  methods .

Turn ing  to t h e  w e s t e rn  midlands  we f i n d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  p a r t s  of  

3 .Warwicksh i re  may be  c o n s id e r e d  to  be an e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  c l a y  v a l e ,  which 

dominated so much o f  th e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of  the  r e g i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a com plex i ty  

o f  g l a c i a l  s o i l s  i n  the  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  th e  county  l e a v i n g  only  

th e  s o u th e r n  and e a s t e r n  s e c t o r s  as t r u e  c l ay  a r e a s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  th e  most 

s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  t h e  farming la n d sca p e  o f  t h i s  county  was th e  way i n  

which th e  b a s i s  o f  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  system was t rans fo rm e d  from be ing  wool-  

dominated to  become . . .  c h i e f l y  a co rn  c o u n t y . . . *  between 1750 and 1830.^

This  change was d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to t h e  main s o i l  d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  Warwicksh i re  

which may be d iv i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  main g roups .  F i r s t l y  the  heavy c l a y l a n d s

1 G . E . F u s s e l l  and M.Compton, ' A g r i c u l t u r a l  a d ju s tm e n t s  a f t e r  th e  Napoleon ic
Wars, E .H . (1939) ,  p . 197.

2 Bearn ,  o p . c i t . ,  p p . 97-103.

3 The main sou rces  used were J .Wedge,  A Genera l  View o f  the  A g r i c u l t u r e
of  Warwick (1794) ;  A.Murray,  A Genera l  View of the  A g r i c u l t u r e  of 
Warwick (1813) ,  A.W.McPherson, W arw icksh i re , (L.U.S.  1946);  M.Evershed,  
'Farming o f  W a rw ic k s h i r e ' ,  J . R . A . S . E . ,  XVII, (1881).

4 V.C.H. Warwick, V o l . 2, (1908),  p . 274.
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e a s t  of  a l i n e  drawn from Rugby to S t r a t f o r d ;  second ly  t h e  v e ry  p r o d u c t i v e  

Avon v a l l e y  a r e a  where deep sandy loams p ro v id ed  the  most p r o d u c t i v e  s o i l s ;  

and t h i r d l y  t h e  r e s t  of  th e  county  where s o i l s  were v e ry  mixed b u t  were on 

th e  l i g h t e r  s i d e .

18th c en tu ry  e n c l o s u r e s  c h i e f l y  a f f e c t e d  the  a r e a s  to th e  e a s t  which

a c c o rd in g  to Wedge (1794) were m os t ly  open b e f o r e  1750.^ The m o t i v a t i o n

beh ind  th e se  e n c l o s u r e s  was, as i n  e a s t e r n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e ,  to  ex tend  the

p a s t o r a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  the reby  p r o v i d i n g  the  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  improved methods

of  b r e e d in g  and f a t t e n i n g  of  bo th  sheep and c a t t l e  (and a l s o  of  cou r se

re d u c i n g  th e  demand f o r  l a b o u r  a l lo w in g  the  s u r p lu s  to go to  th e  expanding

a r e a s  around Birmingham). By th e  time th e  second a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e p o r t e r ,

Murray,  came a long  i n  1813 the p ro ces s  o f  e n c l o s u r e  had been  comple ted  i n

th e  e a s t e r n  d i s t r i c t s  b u t  had been  ex tended i n t o  the  c e n t r a l  Avon a r e a  and

to th e  v a r io u s  w a s te la n d s  around th e  urban p a r t s  of  th e  n o r t h ,  such  as

S u t to n  C o l d f i e l d  and Meriden Hea th .
<

Land use  had changed d r a m a t i c a l l y  t h e r e f o r e  by the  e a r l y  19th  c e n tu ry  

w i th  th e  whole county  changing to an  a r a b l e  fa rming  b a s i s  e s p e c i a l l y  in  the 

c e n t r a l  a r e a .  Here ,  the  b e t t e r  s o i l s  a l low ed  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  N orfo lk  

sys tem w i th  i t s  mixed s h e e p / t u r n i p  components,  which the  1801 crop r e t u r n s
p 2

(Fig - ) r e v e a l e d  as dominant  i n  the  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  a r e a s .  I t  was 

the  e x t e n s i o n  of  more p r o g r e s s i v e  t e c h n iq u e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  which r e a l l y  tu rn ed  

the  b a l a n c e  i n  Warwickshi re  towards corn ,  and which saw a t r e n d  towards l a r g e r  

farms w i th  the  consequen t  economies o f  s c a l e  no ted  i n  N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e .  I n

1 o p . c i t . , p . 20.

2 R.A.Pelham, ’A g r i c u l t u r a l  Geography o f  Warwicksh i re  d u r in g  th e  N apoleonic  
W a rs ' ,  T r a n s . B i rm .A rc h .S o c . , V o l . 68 (1952) ,  p . 96.
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t h e  a r e a s  f u r t h e r  to th e  n o r t h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  th e  Birmingham m a rke t  was

paramount  thus  conf i rm ing  the  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  gen tleman g r a z i e r s  t h a t  Young

and M a rs h a l l^  had mentioned from th e  1770s.  A l l  a lo n g  the  b o rd e r s  w i th

L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  the  l i v e s t o c k  and d a i r y i n g  i n t e r e s t s  t h r i v e d  w i th  th e  r a p i d l y

expanding  marke t  on ly  a few m i les  to th e  w es t  be ing  buoyant  enough f o r

fa rm ers  to expand t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k  i n t e r e s t s  even in  t h e  N apoleon ic  wars when

2corn  r e t u r n s  might  have tempted many i n t o  c o n v e r s io n  to  a r a b l e  f a rm in g .

The a r e a s  even n e a r e r  to the  market  saw the  i n c r e a s e d  predominance of  

v e g e t a b l e  c u l t i v a t i o n  and m arke t  garden ing  as  land  v a l u e s  s o a red  and a l l  

a v a i l a b l e  was te  was e n c l o s e d .  This  l e f t  on ly  the  e a s t e r n  c l a y l a n d s  as  a 

p re d o m in a n t ly  p a s t o r a l  a r e a  a l th o u g h  the  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  g r a z i n g  la nd  v a r i e d  

c o n s i d e r a b l y .  The b e t t e r  a r e a s  r a n  a l o n g s i d e  th e  r i c h e r  p a s t u r e s  of  

w e s t e r n  N or tham ptonsh i re ,  around the  p a r i s h e s  o f  Farnborough  and Warmington,  

whereas  a r e a s  to  the  s o u th  w i tn e s s e d  a d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  q u a l i t y  i n  the  

absence  of  d r a in a g e  improvements and w i t h o u t  the  s u c c e s s f u l  c u l t i v a t i o n  of
3

r o o t  c ro p s .  *

As i n  th e  o t h e r  midland c o u n t i e s  the  a r e a s  o f  l i g h t e r  s o i l s  and those  

under  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  u rban  marke ts  d id  n o t  s u f f e r  as bad ly  i n  th e  p o s t -1 8 1 5  

d e p r e s s i o n ,  as those  on th e  s t i f f e r  c l a y l a n d s .  Consequent ly  i n  th e  v i c i o u s  

c i r c l e  of  f a l l i n g  r e n t s  and f a l l i n g  inves tm en t  i n  the  e a s t ,  t h e  much needed  

d r a in a g e  improvements d id  n o t  take  p l a c e  on the  c l a y  a r e a s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  s t e a d i e r  

r e n t s  and r e t u r n s  e l se w h e re ,  meant t h a t  the  r e s p o n s iv e n e s s  of  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  

the  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  of  the  county was s u f f i c i e n t  to  overcome the

1 A. Young, N or thern  Towns (1768) ,  i i i ,  p . 272; W. M a r s h a l l ,  The R ura l  
Economy o f  the  Midlands (1796) ,  p . 81.

2 J .M .M ar t in ,  ’ S o c ia l  and Economic Trends i n  the  R u ra l  West Midlands 
1785-1825'  (Unpubl ished  M. Comm t h e s i s  Birmingham, 1960),  p . 125.

3 Evershed ,  o p . c i t . , p . 481.



w o r s t  e f f e c t s  o f  the  d e p r e s s i o n .

This d i s t i n c t i o n  between l i g h t  and heavy s o i l s ,  and i t s  consequences

f o r  land  use  and r u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y ,  has  been  a t  the  c e n t r e  of  t h i s  su rvey

o f  midland  a g r i c u l t u r e  and S t a f f o r d s h i r e ^ i s  no e x c e p t io n .  I n  e s s e n c e  the

d i f f e r e n c e s  between th e  f r e e - d r a i n i n g ,  l i g h t  land  s o i l s  and th e  heavy

c l a y l a n d s  marked th e  i n c id e n c e  o f  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  f o r  p r o g r e s s

i n  the  l i g h t e r  s o i l s  v i a  the  f o u r  cou r se  r o t a t i o n  of  wheat ,  t u r n i p s ,  b a r l e y

and c l o v e r  a l low ed  th e  development of  a more p r o d u c t i v e  mixed fa rm ing  system.

The advan tages  f o r  th e  fa rm er  i n  t h i s  mixed sys tem were t h a t  he cou ld

produce  two s a l e a b l e  p r o d u c t s ,  and become a r i s k  aver  t e r  i n  some ways, bu t

a l s o  t h a t  p r o d u c t i v i t y  improvement would be cum u la t iv e  as g r e e n c ro p s  a l lowed

more s to c k  to be k e p t  and the  dung from th e  s t o c k  produced b e t t e r  c e r e a l  

2y i e l d s .  However, th e  c l a y l a n d s  could n o t  s h a r e  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  because

the  m o i s t u r e  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  s o i l  made i t  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to  work,  compressed

the  working s eason  and r e n d e re d  th e  growth o f  fodder  c rops  ( e s p e c i a l l y

. 3t u r n i p s )  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s ib l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to t h i s ,  t h e  only  way o f

r e s t i n g  and c l e a n s i n g  th e  s o i l  a f t e r  g r a i n  c rops  was to l e a v e  th e  land 

f a l l o w  thus  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e d u c in g  th e  a r e a  of  land a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  

and the  poor q u a l i t y  o f  much p a s t u r e l a n d  p e r m i t t e d  only  low s to c k i n g  

d e n s i t i e s .  The c o s t s  t h e r e f o r e  o f  the se  c l a y l a n d  fa rm ers  were i n f l e x i b l e  

and th e  only  r e a l  way to  improve t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  would have been  to have 

s p e n t  l a r g e  sums on d r a i n a g e .  During the p os t -1815  d e p r e s s i o n ,  as  has

1 Main s o u r c e s :  W . P i t t ,  A Genera l  View o f  th e  A g r i c u l t u r e  of  S t a f f o r d
(1808) ;  J .  Myers,  S t a f f o r d s h i r e , (L.U.S.  1945); A . D . M . P h i l l i p s , 'A 
Study o f  Farming p r a c t i c e s  and s o i l  types  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  around  1840’ , 
N . S . J . F . S .  (1973) .

2 E .L . J o n e s ,  A g r i c u l t u r e  and Economic Growth i n  England 1650-1815, (1967)» 

3.  P h i l l i p s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 43.
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a l r e a d y  been  n o te d ,  i t  was on the  c l a y l a n d s  t h a t  the  f a rm ers  bo re  th e  b r u n t  

o f  th e  f a l l i n g  g r a i n  p r i c e s  as t h e i r  c o s t s  were d i f f i c u l t  to prune  q u i c k l y ,  

they  d id  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  have s u f f i c i e n t  c a p i t a l  to d r a i n  t h e i r  land  nor  did 

th e y  have th e  r e s o u r c e s  to  s w i tc h  the  emphasis  to the  l i v e s t o c k  s i d e  where 

p r i c e s  were h o ld i n g  f i r m e r . ^

This  model i s  n a t u r a l l y  somewhat g e n e r a l ,  g iv e n  th e  l a r g e  range  o f  mixed

s o i l s  w i t h i n  the l i g h t / h e a v y  spec t rum ,  b u t  i t  does p ro v id e  a good s t a r t i n g

p o i n t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a county  l i k e  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  which a c c o r d in g  to  Ca i rd  had

two majo r  d i v i s i o n s  ' . . . g r a v e l l y  and sandy s o i l s  . . .  (and) . . .  a c o n s i d e r a b l e

q u a n t i t y  o f  heavy land  . . .  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  between the  two i s  e s t i m a t e d  as

2be in g  t w o - t h i r d s  the  former  to o n e - t h i r d  the  l a t t e r ' . I n  f a c t  th e

county  f a l l s  i n t o  t h r e e  main p a r t s  w i t h  o u tc ro p s  o f  g r i t ,  l i m e s to n e  and 

mixed s o i l s  i n  the  n o r t h ,  a w ider  a r e a  of s t r o n g  c l a y s  i n  the  c e n t r a l  p a r t ,  

and a com bina t ion  of  mixed and l i g h t e r  s o i l s  i n  th e  s o u t h .  However, d e s p i t e  

th e s e  v a r i a t i o n s ,  the  a g r a r i a n  regimes  which emerged i n  the  18th  c e n t u r y ,  

d id  r e f l e c t  the  b ro ad e r  c a t e g o r i e s  of  heavy la nd  fa rming  i n  th e  c e n t r a l  

p a r t s  o f  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e ,  w i th  the  l i g h t e r  more mixed 

system e l sew here  (see  F ig  4 ) .

3The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  by th e  t u r n  of  the  19th c e n t u r y  had 

much l e s s  to do w i th  the  e n c l o s u r e  of  o p e n - f i e l d  a r e a s  th an  i n  the  o t h e r  

mid land  c o u n t i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  was a county  o f  v e r y  o ld  e n c l o s u r e s  

b e g in n in g  i n  th e  13th c e n t u ry  i n  r e s p o n s e  to the  s e v e r e  labou r  s h o r t a g e s ,  

and go ing th rough th e  16th  and 17th  c e n t u r i e s , ^  w i th  t h e  b u lk  of  18th c en tu ry

1 E . J . T . C o l l i n s  and E . L . J o n e s ,  ' S e c t o r a l  Advance i n  E n g l i s h  A g r i c u l t u r e
1 8 5 0 -8 0 ' ,  Ag.H.R. 15 (1967) ,  p . 65.

2 C a i rd ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 229.

3 V.C.H. S t a f f s , V o l . l  (1908) ,  p . 292.

4 H.R.Thomas, ' The E n c lo s u re s  o f  o p e n - f i e l d s  and Commons i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e ' ,
S .H .C . ,  1931.
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e n c l o s u r e s  r e l a t i n g  to  commons and w a s t e .  In  themselves  the  e a r l y

e n c l o s u r e s  had n o t  r e a l l y  a l t e r e d  th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of th e  farms nor  the

p r o p o r t i o n  of  l a r g e r  c o n s o l i d a t e d  u n i t s  b u t  had produced  many amalgamated

farms w i th  s c a t t e r e d  f i e l d s  f a r  d i s t a n t  from one a n o t h e r .  R a the r  i t  was

the  economic p r e s s u r e s  of  the  l a t e  18th c en tu ry  which s u p p o r te d  the  l o g i c

o f  f i e l d s  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  one u n i t  and a l lowed  the  advan tages  o f  s c a l e  to

be d e v e lo p e d .^  I t  was from th e s e  y e a r s  a l s o  t h a t  e x t e n s i v e  a r e a s  of  was te

were b r o u g h t  i n t o  c u l t i v a t i o n  from the  N o r th e rn  moorlands ,  Needwood F o r e s t ,

2Cannock Chase and S u t to n  C o l d f i e l d .

The o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land  use  as i t  had developed  by the  

e a r l y  19th  ce n tu ry  seems to f i t  b ro a d ly  i n t o  the  l i g h t / h e a v y  model ,  w i th  the  

w h e a t /b e a n  r o t a t i o n s  domina t ing  the c e n t r a l  c l a y  a r e a s  and the  t u r n i p  husbandry 

the  l i g h t e r  a r e a s .  Wheat had become th e  main crop on the  heavy lands  under 

t h e  s t im u lu s  of r i s i n g  p r i c e s ,  b u t  the  c o n t in u e d  e x i s t e n c e  of f a l l o w  y e a r s  

and th e  d r a in a g e  problems l e f t  t h e se  a r e a s  i n  deep t r o u b l e  a f t e r  1815 when on ly  

the  v a s t  a cc um ula t ion  of  r e n t  a r r e a r s  or  the  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  e n e r g e t i c  l a n d ­

owners to s p e n t  v a s t  sums improving t h e i r  l a n d s ,  p e r m i t t e d  the  s u r v i v a l  o f  

t h e i r  t e n a n t s .  Even th e n ,  the  s h e e r  s c a l e  o f  r e s o u r c e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  such an 

o p e r a t i o n  fo r c e d  th e  S t a f f o r d  f a m i ly ,  one of  the  r i c h e s t  i n  the  c o u n t ry ,  to

r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  e x p e n d i tu r e  on the  t e n a c io u s  c l a y s  of t h e i r  L i l l e s h a l l  and 

3Trentham e s t a t e s .  Although the  f u t u r e  f o r  th e s e  heavy l a nds  was s a i d  to 

have l a i n  in  g r a s s l a n d  fa rming the  e x t e n t  of  t h e i r  i n c r e a s e  i n  s to c k i n g  

d e n s i t i e s  was s t i l l  ve ry  l i m i t e d  by the  1830s due to the  i n f l e x i b i l i t y  of

1 J .R .W ord ie ,  ’S o c ia l  Change on th e  Leveson-Gower E s t a t e s  1714-1832’ , 
Ec .H .R . ,  XXVII, 4,  (1974) ,  p p . 599-603.

2 Myers, o p . c i t . ,  p . 636.

3 E .R ic h a rd s ,  ’The L e v ia th a n  of  Wealth  i n  West Midlands A g r i c u l t u r e ’ , 
A g .H .R . , 22, (1974),  p p . 97-117.
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the  s o i l s  and th e  c a p i t a l  c o s t s  i n v o l v e d .^

On the  s o u th e r n  l i g h t  lands  the  dominance o f  th e  N or fo lk  system was

unbroken ,  whether th e  emphasis  was on g r a i n  ( e s p e c i a l l y  b a r l e y )  o r  l i v e s t o c k

(mut ton  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  the  u rban  m arke ts  i n  Birmingham and th e  Black co u n t ry )

t h e  sys tem  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  f l e x i b l e  to respond  t o  changing  p r i c e  i n c e n t i v e s .

I n  f a c t  th e  a r e a s  to th e  sou th  e a s t ,  around Wolverhampton and th e  S h ro p s h i r e  •

b o r d e r s ,  tended to  have a h i g h e r  a r a b l e  c o n t e n t  i n c l u d i n g  n o t  only  wheat  and

b a r l e y  b u t  a l s o  p o t a t o e s  and m arke t  ga rden  produce .  Whereas i n  th e  s o u th

w e s t e r n  a r e a s  th e  gent leman g r a z i e r s  tended to s p e c i a l i s e  i n  the  p ro d u c t i o n

of  f a t  sheep and c a t t l e ,  p i g  meat and m i lk  f o r  th e  expanding m ark e ts  o f

2s o u t h e r i p S t a f f o r d s h i r e  and North  W arw icksh i re .

I n  the  o t h e r  main a r e a  of  th e  coun ty ,  the  f a r  n o r t h ,  the  most  s e v e re

problems concerned  the  c o l d e r  c l i m a t e  and the  r i s i n g  r a i n f a l l  o f  the  g r i t  and

l im e s to n e  moorlands .  However the  g r i t s t o n e  a r e a  d id  p o s s e s s  the  advan tages

o f  i n t e rd e p e n d e n c e  w i th  the  l o c a l  ,mining and t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s  so t h a t  the

marg in  of  c u l t i v a t i o n  cou ld  be a l t e r e d  f a i r l y  q u i c k ly  w i t h o u t  d r a s t i c  r e s u l t s

f o r  incomes and employment.  With in  the mixed system i n  th e s e  moorland a r e a s

i t  was o a t s  t h a t  dominated r o t a t i o n s  as the  w i n t e r  f o o d s t u f f  f o r  s t o r e  c a t t l e

and sheep ,  b u t  th e  g r e a t e r  dependence on a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  the  l im e s to n e  d i s t r i c t s

meant t h a t  even th e  ex p an s io n  o f  th e  d a i r y i n g  and l i v e s t o c k  i n t e r e s t s  were

i n s u f f i c i e n t  to p r e v e n t  deeper  d i s t r e s s  tha n  i n  t h e  g r i t s t o n e  d i s t r i c t s  a f t e r

1815, g iven  th e  g r e a t e r  e xpans ion  o f  a r a b l e  a c r e a g e  d u r in g  the  Napoleonic  

3w a r s .

1 P h i l l i p s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 42.

2 M a r t in ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 29; R .W .S tu rgess ,  ’The Response of  A g r i c u l t u r e  in
S t a f f o r d s h i r e  to p r i c e  changes i n  the  19th  C e n t u r y ’ , (Unpubli shed  Ph.D
t h e s i s ,  Manchester  1965),  p .  19.

3 R .W .S tu rgess ,  ’A g r i c u l t u r a l  Change i n  the  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  Moorlands
1780-1850’ , N . S . J . F . S . (1961).
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A l l  the  advan tages  t h e r e f o r e  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  l a y  w i th  the  l i g h t e r  

lands  i n  the  s o u th e r n  p a r t  o f  the  county  where n o t  on ly  were th e  s o i l s  more 

p r o d u c t i v e  ( i n  terms o f  crop y i e l d s  and s t o c k i n g  d e n s i t i e s )  b u t  they a l s o  

p o s s e s s e d  w i t h i n  a v e ry  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  one of  the  f a s t e s t  growing u rban  food 

m a rke t s  i n  th e  c o u n t ry  and i t  i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  they became 

the  more dynamic s e c t o r  r e l a t i v e  to  the  more te n a c io u s  lands  to  th e  n o r t h .

IV

Given the  l a n d - l o c k e d  s i t u a t i o n  o f  the  midland  c o u n t i e s  i t  i s  f a i r l y  

obvious  t h a t  any change f o r  the  b e t t e r  i n  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  in l a n d  t r a n s p o r t  

would have g r e a t  economic consequences f o r  the  r e g i o n .  With the  b a r r i e r s  

to th e  c a r r i a g e  of  goods o v e r l a n d  s t i l l  overwhelming i n  the  e a r l y  18 th  

c en tu ry  c o a s t a l  s h ip p in g  remained  th e  most  i m p o r t a n t  t r a n s p o r t  medium

when i t  was l i n k e d  to  th e  more n a v i g a b le  r i v e r s .  The g r a d u a l ,  a l t h o u g h  

h e s i t a n t ,  p r o g r e s s  o f  the  economy th rough  th e  17th  and e a r l y  18th  c e n t u r i e s  

had produced  a growing i n t e r e s t  i n  the  improvement of  t h e  w a te r  based  

t r a n s p o r t  ne twork,  w i th  e f f o r t s  to i n c r e a s e  the  range  and f a c i l i t i e s  on the  

r i v e r s  and in  the  p o r t s .  At the  same time d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th  th e  s t a t e  

of  th e  r o a d s ,  whose upkeep was th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r i s h e s ,  

had led  to  th e  s p r e a d  of t u r n p i k e  t r u s t s ,  a t  f i r s t  on the  main r o u t e s  to 

London b u t  l a t e r  s p r e a d in g  outv/ards towards the  r e s t  of  p r o v i n c i a l  England.  

According  to  A l b e r t  the  peak e r a  i n  th e  development  of  t u r n p i k e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  

London a r e a  came i n  the  y e a r s  be tween 1751-72,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  

con t inued  as b e t t e r  methods of  c o n s t r u c t i o n  v a s t l y  improved the  c o n d i t i o n s

1 W. A l b e r t ,  The Turnp ike  Road System in  England 1663-1840 (1972) .
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of t r a v e l  on the  main ro a d s ,  t h e i r  economic impact  took second p l a c e  i n  the 

f a c e  of  c o m p e t i t i o n  from a r t i f i c i a l  wate rways ,  o r  c a n a l s .  I n  th e  y e a r s  from 

the  1770s onwards th e  w idesp read  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  ca n a l s  p ro v id e d  a major 

s t e p  i n  t h e  emergence o f  the  n a t i o n a l  economy, as opposed to  a s e r i e s  of  

p o o r l y  connec ted  l o c a l  economies -  a p ro c e s s  v i r t u a l l y  completed by the  

r a i l w a y  developments from the  1830s.

As t h i s  survey  of  th e  midland economy ends i n  1834 the  major emphasis 

i n  t h i s  rev iew  o f  t r a n s p o r t  developments w i l l  be on c a n a l s ,  n o t  so much 

because  o f  th e  un importance  of  r i v e r s  and roads  b u t  because  of  th e  enormous 

changes t h a t  ca n a l s  produced i n  th e  m i d l a n d s . -  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  w e s t .  I t  

was the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  c a n a l s  which c a t a l y s e d  the  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  and 

c r a f t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  w es t  midlands  i n t o  the  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  phenomenon of 

Birmingham and th e  Black c o u n t ry ;  i t  was th e  c a n a l s  which p e r m i t t e d  the  

r a p i d  expans ion  o f  t h e  p o t t e r i e s ;  and i t  was the  growth o f  th e  cana l  network 

which p la y ed  a majo r  r o l e  i n  c o n f i rm in g  th e  economic p re -em inence  of  N ott ingham,  

L e i c e s t e r  and Northampton i n  th e  e a s t e r n  m id lan d s .

I n  th e  p r e - c a n a l  e r a  th e  main problem i n  the  w es t  midlands  was t h a t

the  b u lk  o f  South S t a f f o r d s h i r e  and North  Warwickshi re lay  be tween the

n a v i g a b le  p a r t s  of  t h e  Severn  and T re n t  r i v e r  sy s t e m s .^  Although  t h e  r o l e

of th e  Severn  system i n  th e  r i s e  o f  the  m e ta l  t r a d e s  was im p o r t a n t  d u r in g  th e

p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  e r a  th e  much more i n t e n s i v e  demands which came i n  the l a t e r

18th ce n tu ry  would have been  h e ld  up by the  s e r i o u s  problems o f  f l o o d  and

2drought  i n  th e  upper l i m i t s  of  the  r i v e r .  The i n f l u e n c e  of  th e  R iv e r  T re n t

1 V .C .H .S ta f fo rd  V o l . I I  (1967) ,  p . 285.

2 W.H.B.Court ,  The R ise  of  Midland I n d u s t r i e s  1600-1838 (1938) ,  p . 7.
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i n  the  w e s t  mid lands  was a l s o  l i m i t e d  by th e  n a v i g a t i o n  problems beyond

B ur ton ,  and i n  th e  n o r t h  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  the  p o t t e r i e s  was l i m i t e d  by

t r a n s p o r t  problems d e s p i t e  improvements to the  Weaver,^ The R ive r  Nene

was n a v i g a b l e  only  to th e  n o r t h  o f  Northampton i t s e l f  and even  th e n  was

2f r e q u e n t l y  s u b j e c t  to  problems of  d ro u g h t  and f l o o d i n g .  And th e  c o n d i t i o n

of  the  Soar  i n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  "was l i t t l e  b e t t e r  u n t i l  th e  improvements of

3 . .the  1770s. I n  f a c t  i t  was on ly  i n  N o t t in g h am sh i re  t h a t  r i v e r  t r a n s p o r t

p la y e d  any major  p a r t  i n  the  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  economy. J .D,Chambers has 

emphasised th e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  o f  the  T ren t^  as an a g e n t  o f  economic change 

i n  exchanging  th e  v a l u a b l e  m i n e r a l s  o f  D e rb y s h i r e ,  the  s u r p l u s  co rn  of  

e a s t e r n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  f o r  import s  from the  B a l t i c  a r e a  and g r o c e r i e s  from 

the  n o r t h .  This  c e n t r a l  r o l e  d id  n o t  d im in i s h  a t  a l l  from th e  m id -18 th  

c e n t u r y  onwards and th e  T re n t  a c t e d  as  a c e n t r a l  focus  f o r  p r e - r a i l w a y  

t r a n s p o r t  i n  th e  county  as the  ca n a l s  were v e ry  much f e e d e r  l i n k s  to t h i s  

g r e a t  r i v e r  system.
«

Thus on ly  the  s i n g l e  example of  the  T re n t  i n  N o t t i n g h a m s h i re  p ro v id ed  

an  a d eq u a te  form o f  n a t u r a l  w a te r  t r a n s p o r t  i n  the  midlands  and hence i n t e r e s t  

i n  a r t i f i c i a l  waterways was bound to be s t r o n g  w i th  v e ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  

consequences  as the  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  show. In  c o n t r a s t ,  

the  e v o l u t i o n  o f  the  road  system was much s lower  and tended to  l a g  behind 

the  expans ion  of  demand, which i s  n o t  to  b e l i t t l e  th e  p r o g r e s s  made t h e r e i n  

b u t  to  emphasise the  r a p i d  expans ion  i n  th e  need f o r  an e f f i c i e n t  sys tem of

1 A.L.Thomas,  'T r a n s p o r t  developments and the  p o t t e r y  i n d u s t r y  i n  18th  
C e n t u r y ' , S .H .C . (1934) .

2 Donaldson,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 232.

3 T . J . C h a n d l e r , 'The Canals  o f  L e i c e s t e r ' ,  E.M.G. , 10 (1958) ,  p . 27.

4 Vale o f  T re n t ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 5.
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i n l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  heavy and bu lky  goods .  I t  was th e  

tremendous i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  need to  move th e se  bu lky  goods ,  such as c o a l  and 

m e ta l  p r o d u c t s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  the  growth i n  more t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  which 

p l a c e d  i n t o l e r a b l e  burdens  on road  t r a f f i c  and which produced  th e  r e d o u b t a b l e  

and u n i v e r s a l  condemnation o f  road c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  i n  th e  l a t e r  

18th  c e n t u r y .  For example,  t u r n p i k e  a c t i v i t y  was w idespread  i n  Northampton­

s h i r e  i n  the  18th  c e n t u r y  as i n c r e a s e d  numbers o f  c a t t l e  were d r i v e n  th rough  

th e  coun ty ,  b u t  t h e se  road  improvements were b a r e l y  a b l e  to  cope w i t h  e x i s t ­

in g  t r a f f i c  l e t  a lone  the  i n c r e a s e  i n  movements of  c o a l  to Northampton 

i t s e l f . ^  E qua l ly  th e  o l d e r  roads  o f  the  a r e a  be tween Birmingham and th e

Black c o u n t ry  s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  th e  scope  of  i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  i n

2t h i s  a r e a  o f  d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n  and the  needs  o f  p o t t e r s  f o r  smooth t r a n s p o r t

3of t h e i r  f r a g i l e  o u tp u t  was h a r d ly  met by t h e i r  ' . . .  i n f e r n a l  r o a d s ' .  To 

sum up t h e r e f o r e ,  the  tu r n p i k e s  t h a t  were ex tended  i n  t h e  18 th  c e n t u r y  v a r i e d  

v e ry  much i n  q u a l i t y  and t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  r e p a i r  were o f t e n  very  

c o n s e r v a t i v e ; ^  they were unab le  to p ro v id e  an e f f i c i e n t  sys tem f o r  th e  t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n  of  the  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  h igh  c o s t ,  commodit ies  l e t  a lo n e  th e  low c o s t ,  

bulky  goods which became so im p o r t a n t  i n  the  l a t e  18th c e n t u r y .

The main changes i n  the  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  t r a n s p o r t  sys tem a f t e r  1750 

tended to  conf i rm  the  dominance of  L e i c e s t e r  i n  i t s  emergence from the  decayed 

s t a t e  of  t h e  mid 17th c e n t u r y ; ^  th e  growth o f  i t s  c e n t r a l  m a rk e t in g  f u n c t i o n s  

was u n d e r l i n e d  by the  t u r n p i k e  t r u s t s ,  b u t  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  p o s i t i o n  was 

m a g n i f ied  by the  b u i l d i n g  of  c a n a l s ,  the  f i r s t  and most  im p o r t a n t  of  which

1 S te a n e ,  o p . c i t . , p . 258.

2 Wise (BA), o p . c i t . ,  p . 183.

3 A.L.Thomas,  o p . c i t . , p . 95.

4 A l b e r t ,  p a s s im . Ch .7.

5 Pye,  o p . c i t . , p . 285.
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was the  Soar n a v i g a t i o n .  Th is  p ro v id ed  a c l a s s i c  example of  the  r o l e  of  

c o a l  as  a mot ive  f o r c e  i n  th e  b u i l d i n g  o f  c a n a l s ,  as  t h e  new system,  

completed  i n  1778,  l i n k e d  th e  L e i c e s t e r  a r e a  w i th  the  c o a l f i e l d s  o f  South 

D e rb y s h i r e  i n  such  an e f f i c i e n t  way as to u n d e rc u t  th e  c o u n t y ' s  own c o a l  

p ro d u c e r s  whose own v e n t u r e ,  th e  Charnwood F o r e s t  Canal  (comple ted i n  1794) 

was a much more d i f f i c u l t  p r o j e c t  to  c o n s t r u c t  and was t h e r e f o r e  more c o s t l y . ^  

The t r a n s p o r t  o f  c o a l  dominated t h i s  t r a f f i c ,  a t  f i r s t  go ing  by ca n a l  to  

Loughborough and then  by road  to L e i c e s t e r ,  Ru t land  and N or tham ptonsh i re  

a s  th e  l o c a l  coa l  owners b locked  the  t r a n s p o r t  of  c o a l  through to L e i c e s t e r  

u n t i l  t h e i r  own ca n a l  opened i n  1794. I n  terms o f  d i r e c t i o n  th e  major 

t r a f f i c  f lows were southwards  and p ro v id e d  a good r e a s o n  f o r  a t t e m p t s  to 

e x t e n d  th e  sys tem  f u r t h e r  to meet  th e  Grand J u n c t i o n  c a n a l  i n  N or th am p to n sh i re .  

A f t e r  many c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  problems t h i s  network  was completed i n  1814 when 

t h e  Grand Union completed  the  l i n k  from London to  L e i c e s t e r  as  one of  the  

majo r  n a t i o n a l  w ate rways ,  w i th  l o c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  th e  movement o f  i r o n  

and c o a l  southwards and l i n e n ,  f l a x  and t imber  no r thw ards  from N or tham ptonsh i re  

to  D e rb y s h i r e .

The o t h e r  c a n a l s  i n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  were n o t  n e a r l y  as  im p o r ta n t  a s  t h i s  

t ru n k  r o u t e ,  b u t  a l i n k  was fo rged  w i th  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s  o f  the  Melton

d i s t r i c t  by the  Wreak n a v i g a t i o n  (1800) and Oakham c a n a l  (1803) a l th o u g h

u n c e r t a i n t y  ove r  th e  w a te r  l e v e l s  i n  the  former  and the  r e s t r i c t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

economy o f  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  o f  Melton reduced  th e  impac t  o f  the  ne tw ork .  Another 

system i n  th e  f a r  w es t  was p r o j e c t e d  to l i n k  the  T r e n t  to th e  Coven t ry  a r e a  

v i a  th e  Ashby cana l  and was completed  a f t e r  ten  y e a r s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1804 

b u t  i t s  impact  was a l s o  l i m i t e d ,  t h i s  t ime because  o f  th e  f a i l u r e  to  l i n k  up 

w i th  the  T r e n t  a f t e r  t r a v e l l i n g  prob lems i n  an a r e a  s u b j e c t  to min ing

1 Chand le r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 29.
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su b s id e n c e  n o r t h  o t  Ashby. The on ly  im p o r ta n t  r e s u l t  of  t h i s  p r o j e c t  was 

t h a t  H inck ley  became a c h i e f  r e c e p t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t r e  when F i c k f o r d s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  main wharf  i n  th e  town.^

I t  was t h e r e f o r e  the  main n o r t h - s o u t h  waterway which p ro v id e d  the  most 

im p o r t a n t  r o u t e  i n  th e  county  by l i n k i n g  the  D erb y s h i re  and N o t t in g h am s h i re  

c o a l f i e l d s  w i t h  the  expanding i n d u s t r i a l  and domest ic  demand to th e  s o u th  

( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  tended to  c r i p p l e  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e ' s  own coa l  a r e a s ) .  This  

sys tem g r e a t l y  expanded th e  marker  f o r  the  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  a r e a ’s h o s i e r y  

i n d u s t r y  and c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th e  v a s t  expans ion  o f  the  i n d u s t r y  in  the  c e n t r a l  

p a r t s  o f  the  county .  However the  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  th e  s o u th e r n  p a r t s  of  the  

network were l i m i t e d  by th e  c o s t l y  and b e l a t e d  co m p le t io n  of  th e  sys tem which 

had l i t t l e  time to develop b e f o r e  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  r a i l w a y s .

This  s o u th e r n  e x t e n s i o n  was much more im p o r t a n t  to Northampton once 

a b ranch  had been  e s t a b l i s h e d  from th e  town v i a  th e  B l i sw o r th  tu n n e l  i n  1815. 

P r i o r  to  t h i s  l i n k  the  t r a n s p o r t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the  county  had been  p a r l o u s ,  

g iven  th e  s e v e r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  movement a long  the  R ive r  Nene and the  

i n c r e a s e d  wear and t e a r  on th e  road  system of  the  e x t e n s i v e  c a t t l e  d r i v e s .  

D e s p i t e  the  growth o f  t u r n p i k e s ,  the  road  system could n o t  cope w i th  the  growth 

i n  th e  numbers o f  c a t t l e  b e i n g  f a t t e n e d  i n  the  county on t h e i r  way to

2S m i t h f i e l d ,  and the  g r e a t e r  movements of  bu lky goods,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o a l .

I n t e r e s t  i n  w a te r  c a r r i a g e  was f i r s t  shown i n  s o u th e r n  a r e a s  under  the  i n f l u e n c e

of  t h e  Oxford cana l  (comple ted i n  1790) and p r e s s u r e  t h e r e a f t e r  came f o r  a l i n k

3between Northampton and the n a t i o n a l  c a n a l  ne twork .  This  l i n k ,  as shown above.

1 I b i d . ,  p . 36.

2 Donaldson (1794),  o p . c i t . ,  p . 48.

3 P i t t  (1809) ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 112.
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was f i n a l l y  completed i n  1815 and proved  a g r e a t  b e n e f i t  to th e  t o w n . . . ' ^

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  t h e  shoe i n d u s t r y  b u t  a l s o  f o r  the  g e n e r a l  growth o f  the  

town by p e r m i t t i n g  an e x t e n s i v e  b u i l d i n g  programme. But t h e  s p a r s i t y  of  

m a n u fa c tu r in g  a c t i v i t y  o u t s i d e  Northampton i t s e l f  p ro v id e d  l i t t l e  i n c e n t i v e  

to  ex ten d  th e  can a l  network th roughou t  the  r e s t  o f  th e  county  e s p e c i a l l y  in  

t h e  d e p re s s e d  w oo l len  s e c t o r  around K e t t e r i n g .

The c r u c i a l  r o l e  of  th e  R ive r  T re n t  in  t h e  N o t t in g h am s h i re  t r a n s p o r t  

sys tem  has a l r e a d y  been  no ted  and th e  most im p o r t a n t  changes i n  th e  second 

h a l f  of  the  18th c e n tu ry  r e l a t e  to  improvements i n  the  r i v e r  i t s e l f  once 

t h e  Tren t -M ersey  l i n k  had been  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1777 j o i n i n g  th e  whole of  

S t a f f o r d s h i r e  w i th  th e  Humber f o r  the  f i r s t  t im e .  O ther p a r t s  o f  the  

sys tem  tended to a c t  as  f e e d e r  l i n k s  to  t h i s  c e n t r a l  f o c u s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  l i n k i n g  Nott ingham i t s e l f  w i t h  the  D e rb y s h i re  mining a r e a  th rough  the  

Erewash cana l  (1779) and the  Nott ingham can a l  (1796) e n s u r in g  speedy 

t r a n s p o r t  of  the  much-needed coa l  s u p p l i e s .  The only  o t h e r  im p o r t a n t
e

c a n a l  o u t s i d e  the  Nott ingham a r e a  was t h a t  l i n k i n g  C h e s t e r f i e l d  and the

T r e n t  i n  th e  n o r t h  o f  the  county completed i n  1777.  This  opened up the

m in e ra l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  the  Worksop a r e a  to  o u t s i d e  marke ts  and t r a d e d  ups t ream

2i n  c o a l ,  l e a d ,  s to n e  and c a s t  m e t a l s .  A much l e s s  im p o r ta n t  l i n k  i n  the

s o u th  was the  Grantham ca n a l  which j o i n e d  Not t ingham and the  a g r i c u l t u r a l

a r e a s  o f  the  Vale of  B e l v o i r  i n  1797, b u t  l i k e  the  Oakham cana l  i n

L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  i t  was o f  l i t t l e  r e a l  im por tance  g iven  i t s  main r o l e  i n

s u p p ly in g  coa l  to Grantham and the  su r ro u n d in g  v i l l a g e s .  I n  r e t u r n  from

3 . .t h i s  a r e a  o f  meagre a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i t  c a r r i e d  co rn ,  m a l t  and wool.

1 P .P .  (L o rds ) ,  1831-2,  cc c x i  (1831) ,  p . 63.

2 Lowe (1798),  o p . c i t . , p . 186; K.C.Edwards (Ed) Nott ingham and i t s  R eg ion ,
(1966) ,  C h .x ix .

3 See above p . 19.
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Two main f e a t u r e s  t h e r e f o r e  dominated th e  t r a n s p o r t  ne twork ,  f i r s t l y  

the  town o f  Not t ingham w i th  i t s  enormous f u e l  demands and second ly  the 

l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  T re n t  as  the  main a r t e r y  o f  c a r r i a g e ;  bo th  f e a t u r e s  t e n d in g  

to  c o n c e n t r a t e  economic a c t i v i t y  even more on the  county  town as they had 

done i n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  and N or tham ptonsh i re .

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  the  development o f  c a n a l s  i n  the  Wëst Midlands ' . . .  e f f e c t e d

a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  geography of  th e  d i s t r i c t  . . . * ^  as the  growing t r a d e

o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  zone was b e in g  h e l d  back  by th e  s c a r c i t y  o f  n a v i g a b l e  w a te r

and the  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  road  s u r f a c e s  under the  p r e s s u r e  o f  such  heavy goods.

A g la n c e  a t  th e  map of  the  midlands  cana l  network ( f i g . 5) w i l l  i n d i c a t e  the

much g r e a t e r  d e n s i t y  o f  c a n a l s  i n  the  w es t  g iv e n  i t s  r a p id  i n d u s t r i a l

expans ion  and i t s  l a ck  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r a n s p o r t .  There was,  a c c o rd in g  to 

2P i t t  ’ . . .  no county b e t t e r  accommodated w i th  a r t i f i c i a l  c a n a l s  which have 

much promoted the  r a p i d  expans ion  o f  Birmingham and the  P o t t e r i e s * .  The 

b r e a k t h ro u g h  which ca n a l s  p e r m i t t e d  was so g r e a t  t h a t  i t  ou tweighed the
c

c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  problems encoun te red  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  o f  h ig h  e l e v a t i o n  so 

t h a t  g e o g ra p h i c a l  o b s t a c l e s  to the  growing economy o f  t h i s  a r e a  were lowered 

c o n s i d e r a b l y .

I t  was i n  th e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  t h a t  the  f i r s t  r e a l  b re a k t h ro u g h  came w i th  

p r o p o s a l s  to  l i n k  the  Mersey and th e  T re n t  under p r e s s u r e  from p o t t e r s ,  

L i v e r p o o l  merchants  and l o c a l  a r i s t o c r a t s .  The t r a n s p o r t  problems of  the  

p o t t e r y  i n d u s t r y  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e v e r e  as they  needed f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  

bu lky  inward t r a n s p o r t  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  such  as c l a y ,  f l i n t  and s a l t ,  b u t  

a l s o  a f a i r l y  e f f i c i e n t  outward t r a n s i t  f o r  t h e i r  f r a g i l e  p r o d u c t s .  There

1 C our t ,  o p . c i t . , p . 12.

2 Op.c i t . ,  p . 229.
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was a p a u c i t y  o f  n a v i g a b l e  r i v e r s  i n  the  a r e a  and road  s u r f a c e s  were poor  

g iv e n  t h e i r  c l a y  s u b s o i l ,  which,  i f  i t  was f r e e  from mud, was n o t  made more 

p a s s a b l e  by th e  f r equency  w i th  which some p o t t e r s  would d ig  t h e i r  c l a y  from 

th e  highways I^ D e s p i t e  the  e x t e n s i v e  development o f  t u r n p i k e s  th roughou t  

S t a f f o r d s h i r e  th e  i n c r e a s i n g  t r a f f i c  worsened road  s u r f a c e s  and l e d  to  the  

s e a r c h  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  th e  ov e r la n d  r o u t e s  to the  Mersey,  Severn and 

T r e n t  ( thenc e  to L i v e r p o o l ,  B r i s t o l  and Hull  f o r  e x p o r t ) .  Surveys began 

i n  1755 to  c o n s t r u c t  a way o f  b r i d g i n g  the  gap be tween the  Mersey and the  

T re n t ,  b u t  were slow to  develop  u n t i l  the  f u l l e r  im pac t  of  th e  B r idgewate r  

ca n a l  was a p p r e c i a t e d .  A c tu a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  began in  1766 and was completed 

e l e v e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  when th e  c o s t  p e r  ton  o f  moving goods from L iv e rp o o l  to  

E t r u r i a  had f a l l e n  by 75% i n  a d d i t i o n  to t h e  avenues  opened to  the  e a s t  v i a  

the  T re n t  to  th e  Humber. This  s i n g l e  p r o j e c t  t h e r e f o r e  opened l a r g e  a r e a s  

of  th e  n o r t h ,  c e n t r a l  p o r t s  o f  the  midlands  to o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s  and w i th  

the  l i n k  to  t h e  Severn  hav ing  opened i n  1772 the  t h r e e  main e x p o r t i n g  c e n t r e s  

f o r  the  p o t t e r y  i n d u s t r y  were now l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r .

I t  was the  S t a f f o r d s h i r e - W o r c e s t e r s h i r e  cana l  which l i n k e d  th e  T ren t  

a t  Haywood (nea r  S t a f f o r d )  to th e  Severn  a t  S t o u r p o r t  and t h i s  was in  o p e r a t i o n  

by 1772 p r o v id i n g  an o u t l e t  to the  s ou th  w es t  f o r  p o t t e r y ,  c o a l  and the  

p roduc ts  of  the  Birmingham ironwork i n d u s t r i e s .  The problems o f  a c c e s s  to 

coa l  and raw m a t e r i a l  s u p p l i e s  was caus ing  conce rn  i n  th e s e  l a t t e r  i n d u s t r i e s  

by the  1760s such t h a t  a c a n a l  was p r o j e c t e d  to l i n k  up w i th  the  b e s t  l o c a l  

c o l l i e r y  d i s t r i c t  around Wolverhampton.  Work began i n  1768 and w i t h i n  fou r  

y ea r s  the  ca n a l  had been  completed as  f a r  as  A l d e r s l e y ,  some m i le s  beyond 

Wolverhampton where i t  j o i n e d  th e  S t a f f o r d s h i r e - W o r c e s t e r  c a n a l ,  th us  open ing

1 A.L.Thomas, o p . c i t . ,  p . 36.
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the  Birmingham d i s t r i c t  to  the  e x p o r t  p o t e n t i a l  of  th e  Severn  as w e l l  as

p r o v i d i n g  a more c e r t a i n ,  and cheaper  supp ly  of  m a t e r i a l s  from the  mines

and f u r n a c e s  of  B i l s t o n  and Wednesbury.^ Once t h i s  v i t a l  l i n k  had been

fo rg e d  between the  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  of  m a n u fa c tu r in g  i r o n  p r o d u c t s ,  and the

v a r io u s  p r o c e s s i n g  s e c t o r s  b o th  a r e a s  proceeded  to grow q u ic k l y  as the  cana l

i t s e l f  became a focus  f o r  the  l o c a t i o n  o f  new f o u n d r i e s ,  r o l l i n g  m i l l s  and

f a c t o r i e s  so t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e r e  came to be a con t inuous  l i n e  o f

f a c t o r i e s  a long  th e  waterway from Birmingham, th rough  Smethwick,  Oldbury,

2T ip to n  Green and B i l s t o n  to Wolverhampton ' .  The mutua l  b e n e f i t s  from the se

ca n a l  developments were so e v i d e n t  t h a t  b r a n c h e s ,  and e x t e n s i o n s  p r o l i f e r a t e d

3to produce  ' . . .  th e  d e n s e s t  c a n a l  network  of  any open in  the  c o u n t y ' .

Thus by the e a r l y  1770s th e  w es t  mid lands  t r a n s p o r t  network had been  

t rans fo rm ed  by g a i n in g  d i r e c t  l i n k s  w i th  L i v e r p o o l ,  B r i s t o l  and H u l l ;  b u t  

the o t h e r  arm o f  th e  t r a n s p o r t  c ro s s ^  to London, had to w a i t  a n o t h e r  20 y e a r s .  

This  c o n n e c t io n  was p lanned  from 1768 to s k i r t  the  boundary  o f  the  e a s t  and 

w es t  midlands  along  the  b o r d e r s  o f  Warwicksh i re ,  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  and L e i c s t e r -  

s h i r e  from th e  Tren t -Mersey  c a n a l ,  v i a  Coventry and Oxford to London. However, 

l o c a l  r i v a l r i e s  and th e  problems o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  de layed  the  open ing o f  the  

r o u t e  to  London u n t i l  1790 by which t ime an a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  v i a  Birmingham 

and Warwick had been  s t a r t e d  and t h i s  was opened i n  1800 meet ing  th e  Oxford 

cana l  a t  Nap ton .^  This compleced the  fo u r  e lements  i n  the  n a t i o n a l  c an a l  

network which c e n t r e d  on th e  Mid lands,  p r o v id i n g  the  i n d u s t r i e s  of  th e  a r e a  

w i th  a cc es s  to a l l  t h e  major  marke ts  and p o r t s .  There were many o t h e r  

p r o j e c t s  such as the  c a n a l  from Wolverhampton to the  T re n t  (Wyrley to E s s i n g t o n

1 Wise,  Birmingham, o p . c i t . ,  p . 188.

2 G .C .A l len ,  The I n d u s t r i a l  Development o f  Birmingham (1929) ,  p . 31.

3 Wise (B .A .) ,  p . 232.

4 R.A.Pelham, 'The Worcester-Birmingham C a n a l ' ,  U .B . H . J . ,  V, (1955 -6 ) ,  p . 81
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completed  1798) which r a n  a c r o s s  an underdeve loped  p a r t  of  e a s t e r n  S t a f f o r d ­

s h i r e  and had many w a te r  l e v e l  p rob lem s ;  the  S t r a t f o r d  cana l  which was n o t  

comple ted  u n t i l  1816 and c r e a t e d  l i t t l e  r e a l  im pact  i n  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  

s ou th  W arw icksh i re ;  and th e  d i r e c t  c an a l  from Birmingham to  L i v e rp o o l  which 

opened i n  1835 j u s t  as  r a i l w a y  development was s t a r t i n g  and t h e r e f o r e  was 

a lm os t  o b s o l e t e . ^  But the most  im p o r t a n t  e lements  i n  the  c an a l  system of 

the  w e s t  mid lands  were the  main th ro u g h ro u te s  v i a  th e  T ren t -M ersey ,  the  

S t a f f o r d s h i r e - W o r c e s t e r s h i r e ,  th e  Birmingham c a n a l s  and th e  Oxford and Grand 

J u n c t i o n  l i n k s  to  the  s o u th  e a s t .  I t  was th e se  improvements i n  the  t r a n s p o r t  

sys tem which cemented th e  r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  the  w es t  mid lands  economy towards 

the  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s  around Birmingham, th e  Black c o u n t ry  and the  p o t t e r i e s .

One o f  th e  drawbacks to  d i s c u s s i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  developments i n  a s p e c i f i c

a r e a  or  r e g i o n ,  i s  t h a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on a few o f  th e  l a r g e r  i n d u s t r i e s  may

g iv e  an im p re s s io n  o f  t o t a l  dependence,  f o r  income and employment, on th e se

s e c t o r s .  This  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  case w i th  the  mid lands  i n  th e  18th and 19th

c e n t u r i e s  when the  f u l l e s t  e f f e c t s  o f  u r b a n i s a t i o n  and l a r g e  s c a l e  f a c t o r y

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  had y e t  to be f e l t .  In  f a c t ,  the  towns and v i l l a g e s  p o s s e s s e d

an enormous range  o f  employment from th e  m u l t i f a r i o u s  l o c a l  c r a f t s  (such as

w h e e lw r ig h t s ,  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  t a i l o r s ,  shoemakers,  e t c . )  th rough  th e  p r o c e s s i n g

i n d u s t r i e s  (such as m a l t i n g ,  brewing o r  m i l l i n g )  to  l o c a l  s e r v i c e  t r a d e s

2(such as shops ,  c a r r i e r s  o r  a t t o r n e y s ) .  The e lements  o f  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  

w here in  t h e s e  v i l l a g e  o r  town w orkers  s u p p l i e d  t h e i r  own a r e a s  were s t i l l

1 C. H a d f i e l d ,  The Canals  o f  the  West Midlands  (1966) ,  p . 188.

2 A. E v e r i t t ,  Ways and Means i n  Local  H i s t o r y  (1971) ,  p . 42.



3

F i e .  6

LEICESTERSHIRE
D i s t r ib u t io n  of hosiery workers in 
m id - n i n e t e e n t h  century.
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s t r o n g l y  i n  ev idence  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e r  19th c e n t u ry  when th e  r a i l w a y s  had 

c r e a t e d  n a t i o n a l  marke ts  and the  e x t e n s i o n  o f  mass p r o d u c t i o n  y i e l d e d  cheaper  

goods and s e r v i c e s .  W h i l s t  a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  v a r i e t y  o f  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

^he o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  to o u t l i n e  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  some of t h e  more 

im p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  th e  l a t e  18 th  and e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r i e s  w i th  th e  aim 

of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f i r m e r  background to the  la b o u r  marke t  a g a i n s t  which  the  

s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r s  on wages may be judged .

There i s  l i t t l e  doubt  t h a t  h o s i e r y  was th e  most  im p o r t a n t  sou rce  of

i n d u s t r i a l  employment f o r  l a r g e  numbers o f  p eo p le  i n  the  e a s t  m id lan d s ,  bu t

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a b e l t  from s o u th e r n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  nor thw ards  th rough

L e i c e s t e r ,  Loughborough,  Nott ingham and on i n t o  e a s t e r n  D e rb y s h i r e  ( see  F ig .  6 )

The word h o s i e r y  had become, by the  e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r y ,  a g e n e r i c  term used to

in c l u d e  the  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s h i r t s ,  g loves  and c r a v a t s  as w e l l  as  s t o c k i n g s , ^

and t h a t  t h e r e  were a l s o  a wide v a r i e t y  o f  f a b r i c s  i n c l u d i n g  * . . .  w o r s t e d ,

2
lambs wool,  c o t t o n  t h r e a d ,  s i l k  and m ix tu r e s  t h é r e o f  . . . '  However, th e  b a s i c

e ■

e lem en t  which c h a r a c t e r i s e d  th e  i n d u s t r y  was t h a t  the  y a rn  was k n i t t e d  on 

frames r a t h e r  than the  more normal p r o c e s s  of  weaving.

The expans ion  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  i n  th e  e a s t  Midlands  was a l a t e  development,

as the  c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  by th e  company o f  Framework k n i t t e r s  had r e s t r i c t e d

th e  growth of the  i n d u s t r y  to th e  London a r e a  a f t e r  the  i n v e n t i o n  o f  th e  frame

by W i l l i am  Lee i n  1589. Al though t h e r e  i s  some ev idence  to s u g g e s t  t h a t  frames

3were i n t r o d u c e d  i n  Hinck ley  around 1640 i t  was the  l a t e r  17th and e a r l y  18th 

c e n t u r i e s  t h a t  saw the  s h a r e  o f  the  mid lands  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l  o f  frames

1 Pye,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 365.

2 J .  C u r t i s ,  A Topograph ica l  H i s t o r y  of  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  (1831) ,  p . x i i .

3 Pye,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 363.
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r i s e  q u i c k l y  from 20% i n  1664 to  75% i n  1753.^  Undoubtedly one o f  the  

a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a r e a  was lower l a bou r  c o s t s ,  b u t  e q u a l l y  im p o r t a n t  must  

have been t h e  freedom from c o r p o r a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  as  demand began  to  expand 

f o r  l e s s  h ig h  q u a l i t y  s to c k i n g s  r a t h e r  than  th o s e  produced  f o r  t h e  lu x u ry  s i l k  

marke t  i n  London, The o t h e r  advan tages  o f  the  a r e a  lay  in  t h e i r  p r o x im i ty

to raw m a t e r i a l s  once th e  dependence on h ig h  q u a l i t y  im por ted  s i l k  had been  

b roken ,  and some rough  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  emerged f o r  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  i n  w ool len  

and w o rs ted  h o s i e r y ,  and f o r  N o t t in g h am sh i re  and D erb y sh i re  i n  f i n e r  q u a l i t y  

c o t t o n  and s i l k  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

I n  terms o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  th e  i n d u s t r y  was o rg a n i s e d  a lo n g  th e  c l a s s i c

l i n e s  o f  th e  dom es t ic  sys tem w i th  merchan t  h o s i e r s  s upp ly ing  th e  m a t e r i a l s  bu t

a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  the  frame i t s e l f  f o r  which he charged a weekly r e n t .  These v e ry

low e n t r y  c o s t s ,  p lu s  the  r e l a t i v e  ease  w i th  which the  frame cou ld  be

a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  smal l  c o t t a g e s  and the  s k i l l s  q u ic k ly  l e a r n e d ,  meant t h a t

th e  i n d u s t r y  sp read  th roughou t  th e  a r e a  as an a d j u n c t  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  employ-

3ment e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  l a r g e r  open v i l l a g e s .  I t  was i n  many o f  t h e s e  

v i l l a g e s  t h a t  th e  co n v e r s io n  o f  land  use  towards p a s t o r a l  fa rming  c r e a t e d  

s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  and thus  c r e a t e d  i d e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  the  s p read  o f  k n f t i t i n g . ^  

H os ie ry  was t h e r e f o r e  a h a n d i c r a f t  i n d u s t r y ,  w i t h  a techno logy  which had 

h a rd ly  changed f o r  over  two c e n t u r i e s  and where the  p o s i t i v e  supply  r e sp o n se  

was h i g h l y  e l a s t i c .  I t  was p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  e l a s t i c i t y  which b ro u g h t  more and 

more labou r  i n t o  the  i n d u s t r y  i n  th e  f a c e  of  r i s i n g  demand i n  th e  l a t e r  18th 

c e n t u ry ,  b u t  i t  was a l s o  t h i s  expans ion  which c r e a t e d  th e  g r o s s  o v e r c a p a c i t y  

and d e p r e s s i o n  i n  th e  p o s t  war y e a r s  when demand was much l e s s  buoyan t .

1 Dury,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 255.

2 Pye,  o p . c i t . , p . 365; M i l l s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 226.

3 M i l l s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 221; W.A.Jenkins ’Economic and S o c i a l  H i s t o r y  of
L e i c e s t e r  1660-1835'  (Unpubl ished  M.A. t h e s i s  London 1952) ,  p . 75.

4 See f o r  example W.G.Hoskins, The Midland P e a s a n t  (1957) ,  Ch.X.
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These p o s t - 1 8 1 5  y e a r s  were ones o f  a lm os t  p e r p e t u a l  d e p r e s s i o n . . . ' ^

as an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l a r g e  number o f  in d e p en d en t  p ro d u c e r s  competed i n  a market

s u b j e c t  to  the  v a g a r i e s  o f  f a s h i o n  and s e v e re  French  and Saxon c o m p e t i t i o n .

Not t h a t  the  i n d u s t r y  had ev e r  been a so u rc e  o f  w idespread  p r o s p e r i t y ,  b u t  a t

l e a s t  i n  the  y e a r s  from th e  1780s to th e  end o f  the  French  Wars t h e  rewards

had a t  w o r s t  remained  c o n s t a n t ,  whereas t h e r e a f t e r  e a rn i n g s  were reduced  by

2abou t  h a l f  as  the  hours  worked r o s e  by a t  l e a s t  t h e  same amount.  In  a d d i t i o n

th e  la b o u r  f o r c e  were concerned  to  p o i n t  o u t  many non-wage g r i e v a n c e s  which

in v o lv ed  t r u c k  payments ,  the  p r a c t i c e  o f  work s p re a d in g  to  e n s u re  t h a t  h o s i e r s

a t  l e a s t  go t  t h e i r  frame r e n t s ,  and the  v a r i o u s  a r b i t r a r y  d e d u c t io n s  made

a g a i n s t  e a r n i n g s  u s in g  excuses  o f  i n f e r i o r  q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t s .  T h e re fo re  the

r a p i d  growth o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  v e ry  sm al l  u n i t s ,  the  expans ion  o f  p o p u l a t i o n

i n  the  urban  c e n t r e s  and l a r g e r  v i l l a g e s  and th e  p o s t -w a r  a g r a r i a n  d e p r e s s io n

le d  to  an orgy  o f  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n  amongst p ro d u c e r s  as th e  h o s i e r y  i n d u s t r y

3was t u rn e d  i n t o  a ' . . .  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  th e  un-  and u nderem ployed ' .

The only  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  came from th e  h o s i e r s  to th e s e  prob lems of  

c o n s t a n t l y  changing  f a s h i o n s  and f o r e i g n  c o m p e t i t i o n  was to encourage  the  

expans ion  of  ' c u t - u p '  s t o c k i n g s ,  which were made by s t i t c h i n g  t o g e t h e r  s e c t i o n s  

c u t  from a l a r g e  p i e c e  o f  k n i t w e a r  r a t h e r  than  a r t i c l e s  f a s h io n e d  i n  one p i e c e . ^  

Although t h i s  was p ro b ab ly  an e f f o r t  to  modify p r o d u c t i o n  and c r e a t e  new 

m a rk e t s ,  i t  m ere ly  l e d  to d i s p u t e s  abou t  i n f e r i o r  goods r u i n i n g  t h e  r e s t  of  

t h e  m arke t ,  and b r o u g h t  the  w ra th  o f  th e  L u d d i t e s  down on the  heads  of  th e

1 M.I .Thomis,  P o l i t i c s  and S o c i e t y  i n  Nott ingham (1964) ,  p . 26.

2 I b i d . ,  p . 17.

3 Chambers, Vale o f  T r e n t , p . 59.

4 Thomis, o p . c i t . ,  p . 30.
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h o s i e r s  con ce rn ed .^  The r e a l  s o l u t i o n  was to r e o r g a n i s e  th e  i n d u s t r y  i n t o  

a f a c t o r y  sys tem,  p roduc ing  a b e t t e r  q u a l i t y ,  more f l e x i b l e  p r o d u c t ,  b u t  

because  o f  t h e  i d y l l i c  a t t a c h m e n t  o f  sm al l  p ro d u ce r s  to  t h e i r  independence ,  

th e  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  frame r e n t i n g  f o r  h o s i e r s  and the  ea s e  w i th  which la b o u r  

c o s t s  cou ld  be p r e s s u r i s e d  downwards t h i s  improvement i n  techno logy  was 

de layed  u n t i l  t h e  m id-19 th  c e n t u r y ,  by which time the  h a n d i c r a f t  s e c t i o n  had 

been e x t i n g u i s h e d  by d e p r e s s i o n  i n  a w e l t e r  o f  s o c i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  u n r e s t .

Thus th e  r i s e  and f a l l  of  the  domest ic  h o s i e r y  i n d u s t r y  i n  th e  e a s t  

midlands  g iv e s  us some id e a  o f  how q u ic k ly  th e  demand f o r  employment from the  

r a p i d l y  growing workforce  had o u t s t r i p p e d  the  a b i l i t y  o f  the  r e g i o n a l  economy 

to p ro v id e  s u f f i c i e n t  j o b s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  unba lance  were r e f l e c t e d  

i n  th e  r a p i d l y  r i s i n g  poor  r a t e s  d u r in g  the  p e r io d  1815-34,  and the  b a c k la s h  

of  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t  which was p a r t i c u l a r l y  shown i n  Nott ingham and L e i c e s t e r

2where w e l l  over  h a l f  of  th e  l a b o u r  f o r c e s  were engaged i n  the  h o s i e r y  t r a d e .

Another  b ranch  of  th e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  the  midlands  which e x h i b i t e d

some s i m i l a r  t e n d e n c ie s  was t h a t  o f  r ib b o n  weaving i n  Covent ry and the  v i l l a g e s

im media te ly  to  th e  n o r t h .  Here weaving o f  s i l k  r ib b o n s  had emerged from o l d e r

w oo l len  t r a d e s  and dominated the  i n d u s t r y  o f  Coven t ry  from the  m id -1 8 th  to

3 .m id -19 th  c e n t u r i e s .  L ike  th e  h o s i e r y  i n d u s t r y  th e  r i b b o n  weavers  o p e r a t e d  on 

a sm al l  s c a l e  i n  t h e i r  own homes w i th  t h e i r  loom u p s t a i r s  i n  t h e  ' t o p  s h o p ' ,  

and t h e r e  was a p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p ro d u ce r s  working on m a t e r i a l s  s u p p l i e d  

by l o c a l  f a c t o r s  o f  the  l a r g e r  s i l k  m e rc han ts .  I n  a d d i t i o n  th e  p r o s p e r i t y  

o f  th e  l a t e r  war y e a r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  s o - c a l l e d  ' b i g  p u r l '  t ime between 1813-15

1 - I b i d . , p . 79.

2 For a deeper  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  u n r e s t  see  E.P.Thompson,  The Making o f  the
E n g l i s h  Work ing  Cl a s s  (1963);  and A.Temple P a t t e r s o n ,  R a d i c a l  L e i c e s t e r
(1954) .

3 V.C.H. Warwick, V o l .V I I I  (1969),  p . 170.
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had s een  th e  e n t r y  of  l a r g e  numbers i n t o  the  t r a d e .  But t h e r e  were a l s o  

d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h i s  r e g i o n  and the  h o s i e r y  a r e a s  to th e  n o r t h  e a s t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  degree  o f  c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  by the  s m a l l e r  journeymen 

over  th e  t r a d e  which thus  de layed  the  k ind  of  c u t - t h r o a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  which 

dominated the  h o s i e r y  t r a d e  a f t e r  1815.

The o r i g i n s  of  t h i s  a b i l i t y  to r e g u l a t e  t h e i r  t r a d e  went back  to the

days o f  the  c r a f t  g u i l d s ,  b u t  was supplemented by the  more c l o s e l y  d e f in e d

f a b r i c  and a r e a  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  W i th in  the  s i l k  t r a d e s  Coventry s p e c i a l i s e d

i n  p roduc ing  lower c l a s s  fancy  r i b b o n s ,  l e a v in g  th e  p l a i n  s i l k  r ib b o n s  to

the Derby/Leek a r e a  and the  b ro a d e r  s i l k  f a b r i c s  to the  M a c c l e s f i e l d  and

S p i t a l f i e l d s  d i s t r i c t s ;  as  f a r  as  the  a r e a  of  p r o d u c t i o n  was concerned  t h i s

tended  to be l i m i t e d  to Covent ry  i t s e l f  w i th  a few v i l l a g e s  to the  n o r t h  o f

the c i t y  p r o v i d i n g  any e x t r a  o u tp u t  t h a t  may have  been  need e d .^  Thus the

Coventry a r e a  d id  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  the  i n t e r n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  which was s een  i n

the  h o s i e r y  d i s t r i c t  between w oo l len ,  w ors ted ,  c o t t o n  and s i l k  s t o c k i n g s ;
<

nor  d id  they have to c o n t r o l  the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  p roduce rs  o ver  an a r e a  as 

l a r g e  as t h a t  s t r e t c h i n g  from H inck ley  to  S u t to n  i n  A s h f i e l d  i n  the  h o s i e r y  

t r a d e .  Even the  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  was d i f f e r e n t  i n  Coventry where the  

ex tended  f r a n c h i s e  gave th e  journeymen more power and thus  l i m i t e d  the  r o l e  

o f  v i o l e n t  p r o t e s t  i n  the  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s  a f t e r  1815.

The whole pos t -1815  d e p r e s s i o n  was,  a t  f i r s t ,  a more o r d e r l y  a f f a i r

i n  Covent ry  as  th e  m a rg ina l  weavers i n  the  mining  a r e a s  to th e  n o r t h  were

l a i d  o f f  f i r s t ,  and as a t t e m p t s  were made to e n fo rc e  the  a t t a c h m e n t  to p r i c e

2l i s t s  as  a way of  p r e s e r v i n g  'h o n o u ra b le  d e a l i n g s '  between m a s t e r s  and men.

1 P r e s t ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 44.

2 I b i d . ,  p . 79.
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U l t i m a t e l y  however t h i s  p e r i o d  proved to  be the  I n d i a n  summer of  t h e  i n d u s t r y  

as th e  r a p i d  growth of  s m a l l e r  m a s t e r s  c r e a t e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  th e  r e g u l a t i o n  

of  th e  t r a d e ,  as  th e  i n c r e a s e d  use of  machinery  c r e a t e d  a b a r r i e r  between the  

o p e r a t i v e s  based  i n  f a c t o r i e s  and those  s t i l l  based  i n  t h e i r  homes, and as 

the f u l l  f o r c e  of  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  o p in i o n  was b ro u g h t  a g a i n s t  the  whole 

m e r c a n t i l i s t  framework of  r e g u l a t i o n s .  By the  1830s t h e r e f o r e  Coventry  began 

to  e x p e r i e n c e  the b i t t e r n e s s  t h a t  has been  no ted  i n  th e  h o s i e r y  t r a d e  a s  an 

overexpanded i n d u s t r y  was f o r c e d  to a d j u s t  to  the  r e a l i t i e s  o f  s e v e r e  f o r e i g n  

c o m p e t i t i o n .

As the  r i s i n g  poor  r a t e s  and unemployment of  t h e  y e a r s  a f t e r  1815 

i n d i c a t e , t h e  o t h e r  s o u rces  of  i n d u s t r i a l  employment i n  the  e a s t  m id lands  were 

l i m i t e d .  In  N o t t in g h am sh i re  the  more c o n v e n t io n a l  c o t t o n  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  in  

the  w es t  o f  th e  county from H ucknal l  to  Worksop p r o s p e r e d  d u r in g  th e  18th 

c en tu ry  when w a te r  power was s t i l l  v i t a l ,  b u t  were s t r i k i n g l y  reduced  as 

s team became th e  motive  f o r c e  and as co m p e t i t io n  from L a n c a s h i r e  became more 

i n t e n s e . ^  The only  o t h e r  b ranch  o f  th e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  o f  any im por tance  

was t h e  l a c e  t r a d e  which was the  second l a r g e s t  employer of l a b o u r  i n  

Not t ingham a f t e r  h o s i e r y .  U n t i l  th e  e a r l y  19 th  c e n t u ry  th e  l a c e  i n d u s t r y  

was a l s o  e s s e n t i a l l y  an outwork t r a d e  s u b j e c t  to  the  same p r e s s u r e s  as 

h o s i e r y ,  b u t  the  g r e a t e r  pace  o f  t e c h n i c a l  change i n  l a c e  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  

H e a t h c o a t ' s  b o b b in - n e t  p ro c e s s )  t r ans fo rm ed  the  i n d u s t r y  i n t o  a f a c t o r y  based  

o r g a n i s a t i o n .  Although e a r n i n g s  on the  whole were h ig h e r  i n  l a c e  ( d e s p i t e  

the  s e v e re  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t r a d e )  th e  numbers employed were much s m a l l e r ,  

and were r e p l a c i n g  those  engaged i n  the  o l d e r  dom es t ic  methods -  n o t  only

1 Dury,  o p . c i t . , p . 136.

2 R.A.Church and S.D.Chapman, 'Gravener  Hensen and the  making o f  the
E n g l i s h  Working C l a s s ’ i n  Land Labour and P o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l
R e v o l u t io n ,  Ed. G.E.Mingay and E .L . Jo n e s  (1967) ,  p . 132.
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V,

i n  N ot t inghamshire  b u t  a l s o  i n  Buckinghamshire ,  B e d f o r d s h i r e  and 

N or tham ptonsh i re ,^  The l a c e  t r a d e  c o n t in u e d  to grow b u t  i t s  r e a l  im pact  

on the l o c a l  economy d id  n o t  come u n t i l  the  second h a l f  o f  the  19th  c e n t u r y  

when the L e a v e r s '  p r o c e s s  s e t  the  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  p a t t e r n e d  l a c e .

In c o a l  mining t h e  main developments i n  th e  e a s t  midlands  came much 

l a t e r  i n  th e  19th c e n t u r y  a l th o u g h  W a l l i s  has no ted^  the  e x i s t e n c e  o f  ab o u t  

20 p i t s  i n  the  s o u th  w e s t e r n  co rn e r  o f  N o t t in g h am sh i re  i n  1811. This  t o t a l  

had s c a r c e l y  a l t e r e d  by 1854 and thus  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  min ing o u t s i d e  the  

immediate c ^ ^ n i t y  o f  th e  Erewash v a l l e y  must have been l i m i t e d ,  e x c e p t  i n  

t h a t  i t  would p ro v id e  employment f o r  some o f  the  s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  i n  t h i s  v e ry  

poor p a s t o r a l  d i s t r i c t .  I t  was r e a l l y  i n  the  p o s t - r a i l w a y  e r a  t h a t  t h i s  

c o a l f i e l d  was opened up to  w ider  m a rke t s^  r e l a t i v e  c e r t a i n l y  to  t h e  c o a s t a l l y  

s i t u a t e d  f i e l d s  of  th e  n o r t h  e a s t ,  o r  those  i n  th e  Black c o u n t ry .  I n  

L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  too i t  was t h e  coming o f  the  r a i l w a y  t h a t  f i n a l l y  removed 

the  problems o f  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  which had face d  the  Charnwood mining 

d i s t r i c t ,  and which t h e  c a n a l s  had f a i l e d  to  s o l v e . ^

In many ways N or tham ptonsh i re  r e p r e s e n t e d  the  c l a s s i c  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  

county w i th  the  undoubted u n d e r l y i n g  im por tance  of  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  th e  e x i s t e n c e  

of a smal l  b u t  f a i r l y  p r o s p e ro u s  ind igenous  w o o l le n  i n d u s t r y  around K e t t e r i n g  

and Rothwell ,  th e  buoyancy o f  s e v e r a l  marke t  towns a c t i n g  ag l o c a l  c e n t r e s

1 Dury, o p . c i t . ,  p . 161.

2 'N o t t in g h am sh i re  i n  t h e  19th  C e n t u r y ' ,  G eog raph ica l  J o u r n a l  
(1914),  p . 51.

3 _ Dury, o p . c i t . ,  p . 170.

4 See above,  p . 43.
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a t  D aven t ry ,  B rack ley ,  Raunds, Towceste r  and T h rap s to n ,  and a t h r i v i n g  county

town which a c t e d  as the  s e r v i c e  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t r e  f o r  f u r n i t u r e ,  s h o e s ,

c l o t h e s ,  e t c . ^  The main e lements  which changed t h i s  p i c t u r e  have a l r e a d y  
2

been  ske tche d  b u t  i n  g e n e r a l  they  in v o lv e d  the  i n c r e a s i n g  predominance of 

Northampton as one of  i t s  s e r v i c e  f u n c t i o n s  (shoemaking) expanded i n t o  a 

n a t i o n a l  i n d u s t r y ,  and the  decay o f  b o th  th e  o l d e r  w oo l len  c e n t r e s  and the  

i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  marke t  towns.

Although th e  im por tance  of  the  shoe i n d u s t r y  had been  growing s t e a d i l y

i n  th e  county  du r ing  the  18th c e n t u r y ,  i t  was from the  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  the

19th ce n tu ry  t h a t  growth was most r a p i d .  Of th e  more immedia te f a c t o r s

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  a c c e l e r a t i o n  th e  problems caused  by the  s t r i k e s  o f

London shoemakers i n  1809 and 1812-13 were p robab ly  v i t a l ,  as th e  ensu ing

p r o d u c t i o n  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  g iv e n  the  governments m i l i t a r y  c o n t r a c t s  and r i s i n g

dom est ic  demand f o r  a low p r i c e d  p r o d u c t ,  f o r c e d  merchan ts  to look  e l sew here  

3f o r  o u t p u t .  At about  th e  same t ime the  p a u c i t y  o f  w a te r  t r a n s p o r t  i n  the  

a r e a  was b e in g  c o r r e c t e d  by th e  com ple t ion  o f  t h e  l i n k  to th e  Grand J u n c t i o n  

c an a l  o f  B i l s w o r th  i n  1815.^ F u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  was s t i m u l a t e d  by the  

deepen ing  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e s e  e a s t e r n  a r a b l e  a r e a s  which 

r e l e a s e d  low c o s t  s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  to the  expanding foo tw ear  i n d u s t r y  and 

a l lowed Northampton to become a * . . .  one i n d u s t r y  town . . .  employing 80% 

o t  household  heads from v i l l a g e s  w i t h i n  a twenty m i le  r a d i u s  by 1851*

1 E v e r i t t ,  o p . c i t . , p . 28.

2 See above,  p . 9.

3 R.A.Church ,  'Labour  Supply and I n n o v a t i o n  1800-60:  The Boot and Shoe
I n d u s t r y ' ,  Business  H i s t o r y , X I I ,  N o . l ,  (1970),  p . 27.

4 See above,  p . 37.

5 F o s t e r ,  o p . c i t . , p . 76.
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In  many ways th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  was i d e a l l y  s u i t e d  to

the  economy o f  t h i s  a r e a  i n  p r o v id i n g  f am i ly  employment w i t h i n  th e  domest ic  

1system.  From a c e n t r a l  warehouse i n  Northampton th e  p a r t i a l l y  p ro c e s s e d

p ro d u c t  was s e n t  o u t  to  t h e  v i l l a g e s  so t h a t  th e  work o f  th e  ’c l i c k e r ’ (who

c u t  the  upper components o f  the  shoe o u t  of  th e  h id e )  might  be bound or

c lo sed  by the  men, s t i t c h e d  and the  e y e l e t s  i n s e r t e d  by th e  women and

c h i l d r e n .  Th is  had t h e  dua l  advan tage  of  p r o v i d i n g  employment i n  p e r io d s

when work on the  la nd  was s l a c k ,  and keep ing  w orkers  s c a t t e r e d  and uno rg an ised

2i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  so t h a t  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  cou ld  be k e p t  a t  v e r y  low l e v e l s .

These lower l a b o u r  c o s t s  i n  a r e a s o n a b l y  a c c e s s i b l e  coun ty ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  the

low c a p i t a l  c o s t s  o f  a dom est ic  h a n d i c r a f t  sys tem,  appear  to  have  been v i t a l

i n  t h e  growth o f  the  i n d u s t r y  -  more v i t a l  than  the  o f t - q u o t e d  l o c a l  l e a t h e r

s u p p l i e s  which were q u i t e  sm a l l  r e l a t i v e  to  th e  l e a t h e r  o b t a i n e d  from d i s t a n t  

3s o u r c e s .  I n  f a c t  the  advan tages  of  t h i s  low c o s t  h a n d i c r a f t  sys tem,  

r e s t i n g  on f am i ly  employment i n  su r ro u n d in g  v i l l a g e s ,  were so g r e a t  t h a t  

m e c h a n i s a t io n  and f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n  were s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e s i s t e d  i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t  u n t i l  t h e  1850s.

S p a t i a l l y ,  th e  main sp r e a d  o f  th e  foo tw ear  i n d u s t r y  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  

on Northampton and i t s  immediate a r e a  ( see  F ig  7) u n t i l  t h e  second h a l f  of  

th e  c e n t u r y ,  when o th e r  a r e a s  of  the  county  began to  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  s h a r e  of  

o u tp u t  s h a r p l y .  One o f  th e  more im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  f a i l u r e  of  the  

i n d u s t r y  to  sp read  o u t s i d e  Northampton was th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  I s e  v a l l e y ,  which migh t  have competed f o r  l a b o u r  and so

1 V .A .H a t ley ,  ’Some A spec ts  o f  N or tham ptonsh i re  H i s t o r y  1815-51’ , N.P .&.P.  
(1965) ,  p . 246.

2 P.  R.No u n f ie ld ,  ’The Footwear  I n d u s t r y  o f  the  E a s t  M id lands:  I I I  
N or tham ptonsh i re  1700-1911’ , E.M.G. 24,  (1965) ,  p . 442.

3 I b i d . , p . 441.
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NORTHAM PTONSHIRE
Shoe  m a n u f a c t u r e  in 1847
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5 4

r a i s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  were i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  

s e v e re  d e c l i n e  and i t  was t h e i r  e x t i n c t i o n  which a l low ed  th e  foo tw ear  

i n d u s t r y  to sp read  f u r t h e r  a f i e l d  i n  the  second h a l f  o f  t h e  19th  c e n t u r y .

The w oo l le n  i n d u s t r y  i n  th e  K e t t e r i n g  a r e a  had b e n e f i t t e d  o r i g i n a l l y

from the  l o c a l  s u p p l i e s  of  long  s t a p l e  wool,  and the  p l e n t i f u l  s u p p l i e s  of

w a te r  power i n  th e  a r e a .  I t s  p r o g r e s s  had been  slow u n t i l  the  e a r l y  18th

c e n t u r y  b u t  had a c c e l e r a t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p r e - c a n a l  e r a  from the

1740s to  t h e  1770s when th e  ex tended  ne twork  of  v i l l a g e  p ro d u c e r s  responded

q u ic k ly  to th e  growth o f  demand.^ But the  s p e c t a c u l a r  t e c h n i c a l  and t r a n s p o r t

changes i n  th e  N or the rn  c o a l f i e l d  a r e a s  meant  the  i n e v i t a b l e  d e c l i n e  of

t h i s  a r e a  a l th o u g h  i t s  d e a t h  was slow as shown i n  th e  1821 census  r e p o r t

f o r  K e t t e r i n g  which l i s t e d  n e a r l y  a h a l f  o f  the  p o p u l a t i o n  as paupers  and

commented on th e  l a c k  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  employment to r e p l a c e  the  w o o l le n  manu-

2f a c t o r i n g  i n  t h i s  p a s t o r a l  fa rming a r e a .  By the 1830s the  permanency o f

t h i s  d e p r e s s i o n  was r e c o g n i s e d  and foo tw ear  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  began to  move i n t o

3th e  a r e a  i n  o r d e r  to use  i t s  c a p i t a l  and la b o u r  p o t e n t i a l .

By t h e  end of  the  1830s t h e r e f o m  th e  r o l e  of  Northampton as a m arke t ing  

and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t r e  had c o n t in u ed  to  grow to the  e x c l u s i o n  of  th e  s m a l l e r  

marke t  towns, and i t  had added the  shoe i n d u s t r y ,  which d i r e c t l y  employed 

35% o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  and w i th  an even h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of th o se  in  the  

s u r ro u n d in g  v i l l a g e s .  Although t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of non- 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers  they were f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  t o t a l l y  u n o rg a n i s e d  and 

they  ' . . .  r e t a i n e d  v e ry  s t r o n g  l i n k s  w i th  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  . . . ’ ^

1 H .A .R anda l l ,  'The K e t t e r i n g  Worsted I n d u s t r y  i n  the  18th  C e n t u r y ' ,  
N.P.& P . ,  Vol. IV (1970-1 ) ,  p . 316.

2 . J .M .S te a n e ,  'The Poor i n  R o t h w e l l ' ,  N.P.& P . , V o l . I l l  (1968) ,  p . 146.

3 M anf ie ld ,  o p . c i t . , p . 439.

4 F o s t e r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 103.
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I n  the  West Midlands th e  most  im p o r tan t  change was i n  th e  s p a t i a l

re a l ig n m e n t  o f  th e  economy towards Birmingham and th e  Black  Country  away

from t h e  lowland towns o f  L i c h f i e l d ,  S t a f f o r d ,  Warwick and C o v e n t ry .^

I n d u s t r i a l l y ,  the  a r e a  developed  a rough d i v i s i o n  between the  m e ta l  p ro d u c e r s

on th e  c o a l f i e l d s  o f  South S t a f f o r d s h i r e ,  and the  t r a d e s  i n  Birmingham i t s e l f

which assembled o r  f i n i s h e d  th e  p a r t i a l l y  p ro c e s s e d  m a t e r i a l s  i n t o  m e ta l  w ares .

The p r e s e n c e  o f  abundant  raw m a t e r i a l s  i n  the  Black Country (an a r e a  o f  abou t

100 s q u a re  m i le s  bounded by the  towns of  W a l s a l l ,  Wolverhampton and Stowbr idge

w i th  i t s  h e a r t l a n d  on an a x i s  from Dudley to Wednesbury) e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  famous

t h i r t y  f o o t  seam o f  t h i c k  coa l  had ensu red  the  developement o f  an i r o n  i n d u s t r y

in  t h e  a r e a .  But u n t i l  t h e  mid -18 th  c e n tu ry  the  major c o n s t r a i n t  on

f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  was the  problem of  c h a r c o a l  s u p p l i e s  which l i m i t e d  the

a b i l i t y  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  to  supply  the  l o c a l  s l i t t i n g  m i l l s  and f o r g e s  and

2who had to im por t  most o f  t h e i r  p ig  i r o n  v i a  th e  R ive r  S evern .  I t  was the

t e c h n i c a l  p ro g r e s s  i n  coke s m e l t in g  and steam power i n  the  l a t e r  18th c en tu ry
«

which r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  th e  s c a l e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  and produced  a majo r impetus  

to  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  b e t t e r  t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s .  The f a l l i n g  c o s t s  which

fo l lowed  the  t r a n s p o r t  improvements and the n e a rn e s s  o f  th e  l a r g e  Birmingham 

m arke t  enab led  the  South S t a f f o r d s h i r e  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  to  supp ly  20% of th e  

n a t i o n ' s  o u t p u t  by 1806 and 35% by 1830^ a l th o u g h  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  the  

i n d u s t r y  was s t i l l  s c a t t e r e d  i n  sm a l l  p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a . 5

1 See above,  p . 8.

2 Wise,  (B.A.j  p . 162.

3 See above ,  p . 39.

4 - T . J .R ay b o u ld ,  The Economic Emergence of  the  Black Country  (Newton
Abbot 1973),  p . 132.

5 A l l e n ,  o p . c i t . , p . 38.
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P ro g re s s  i n  th e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  l o c a l  c o a l ,  i r o n s t o n e  and l i m e s to n e  was

i n t i m a t e l y  l i n k e d  to  t h e  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  whose im por tance  d e c l i n e d  s t e a d i l y
1

a f t e r  the  1830s as th e  m a t e r i a l s  were w a s t e f u l l y  worked ou t  and

the  r e g i o n  tu rn e d  to e n g i n e e r in g  as i t s  s t a p l e  i n d u s t r y .

Working c o n d i t i o n s  i n  th e  Black Country were never  easy g iv e n  the

n a t u r e  o f  th e  work and f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  employment g e n e ra te d  by dependence

on th e  d e r iv e d  demand of  th e  Birmingham t r a d e s ,  where the  v a g a r i e s  o f  f a s h i o n

( fo r  j e w e l l e r y ,  toys  and b u t t o n s )  o r  war ( f o r  arms) produced  much s h o r t - t i m e
2

working and unemployment. I n  t h e  absence  o f  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r

the f a m i ly ,  th e  problems of  o b t a i n i n g  land  f o r  a l l o t m e n t s  and t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s

i n  e a r n i n g s ,  i t  i s  h a r d ly  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s h o r t a g e  of  miners

3n eed ing  r e c r u i t m e n t  d r i v e s  i n  South Wales and S h r o p s h i r e  i n  th e  1 8 3 0 s ' .

Many a s p e c t s  o f  th e  growth of  Birmingham have a l r e a d y  been  mentioned

i n c l u d i n g  i t s  freedom from g u i l d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i t s  n e a rn e ss  to  raw m a t e r i a l s

s u p p l i e s ,  i t s  improved a c c e s s i b i l i t y  f o l l o w i n g  cana l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and i t s

m arke t ing  and d i s t r i b u t i v e  f u n c t i o n s ,  b u t  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  te rm s ,  i t  was i t s

e s t a b l i s h e d  r e p u t a t i o n  as a c e n t r e  of  s k i l l e d  c ra f t sm e n  which a l lowed  the

4expanded o u tp u t  of  the  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  to  be used i n  the  m e ta lw are  t r a d e s .

From a wide range  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l e a t h e r ,  s a d d l e r y ,  guns ,  swords and b u c k l e s ,  

Birmingham m e ta l  c r a f t s m e n  began to c a p t u r e  w ider  marke ts  in  England and i n  

the  c o l o n i e s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of  th e  18th c e n tu ry  as the  growth  i n  the  

s i z e  and number of  workshops went  hand i n  hand w i th  q u a l i t y  improvements in

1 G .J .B a rn sb y ,  'The S tanda rd  o f  L iv ing  i n  th e  Black Country d u r in g  the
19th  C e n t u r y ' ,  E c .H .R . , XXIV, No.2 (1971),  p . 220.

2 " I b i d . , p . 221.

3 Raybould,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 187.

4 A l l e n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 28.
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an e f f o r t  to c o r r e c t  th e  i n f e r i o r  image of  'Brummagem p r e t e n c e s ' . ^  These

improvements meant th e  e x pans ion  of  th e  j e w e l l e r y  t r a d e ,  the  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n

of b u t t o n  m anufac tu re  from m e ta l  i n t o  p e a r l  and co v e re d ,  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t

2of  s p e c i a l i s e d  b r a s s  t r a d e s ,  coach p a i n t i n g  and c a b i n e t  d r e s s i n g .  As f a r

as  marke ts  were concerned  th e  problems o f  wart ime t r a d e  meant a r e a l i g n m e n t

towards th e  home m arke t  and even a f t e r  1815 i n d u s t r i a l  changes  m a in ta in e d

t h i s  emphasis  by d ev e lo p in g  a long  l i n e s  l a i d  down e a r l i e r  r a t h e r  than

r e t u r n i n g  to the p r o v i s i o n  of  guns and b u t t o n s  to  o v e r s e a s  m a rk e t s .  For

example o u t  of the  b r a s s  t r a d e s  came the  p r o d u c t i o n  of  b o i l e r s ,  copper

s h e e t i n g ,  g a s l i g h t s  and w a te r  p i p e s ;  the  m e ta l  t r a d e s  were ex tended  i n t o

w i r e  r o p e s ,  s team eng ines  and b e d s t e a d s ;  w h i l s t  t h e  j e w e l l e r y  t r a d e s  moved

3i n t o  e l e c t r o - p l a t i n g  and th e  ex tended use o f  go ld  r a t h e r  tha n  s i l v e r .

The o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  th e  m e ta l  t r a d e s  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been  used as 

the  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n  no ted  i n  the  n o r t h e r n  t e x t i l e  a r e a s .

In  t h i s  s e n s e  th e  development o f  smal l  workshops u s in g  h ig h l y  s k i l l e d  

a r t i s a n s  was though t  to have  g iven  Birmingham the  advan tage  o f  a d i v e r s i f i e d  

i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  which would be l e s s  s u b j e c t  to  p ro longed  d e p r e s s i o n . ^

A p r i o r i  r e a s o n in g  has o f t e n  ex tended  th e se  n o t i o n s  i n t o  comments abou t  the  

l a c k  o f  t e c h n i c a l  change i n  th e  m e ta l  t r a d e s  and th e  low e n t r y  c o s t s  o f  f i rm s  

i n t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y  g iv i n g  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  upward s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  and 

t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  problems o f  s o c i a l  d i s c o n t e n t .  But r e c e n t  work by E.P.Duggan

1 Wise (B . A . ) , o p . c i t . ,  p . 173.

2 A l l e n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 32.

3 Wise (B.A. ) ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 213.

4 E .g .  A .B r ig g s ,  V i c t o r i a n  C i t i e s  (1968) ,  p . 62,
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has m od i f ied  t h i s  p i c t u r e  and s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  might  

have been  based  on th e  need to m a in t a i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  m i s l e a d i n g  s t e r e o ­

ty p e .^  He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  a l th o u g h  f i x e d  e n t r y  c o s t s  were lower i n  

Birmingham t h e r e  remained  ve ry  s e r i o u s  b a r r i e r s  on th e  v a r i a b l e  c o s t  s i d e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  t r a d e  c r e d i t .  But more i m p o r t a n t l y  he e s t a b l i s h e s  

th e  s t e a d y  r e d u c t i o n  which took p l a c e  i n  s k i l l  r e q u i re m e n t s  as techno logy  

improved a l b e i t  on a sm al l  s c a l e ;  improvements i n  the  a c c u r a c y  o f  l a t h e s  and

t o o l s  tended to  reduce  th e  need f o r  c r a f t s m e n ’ s judgement a t  a l l  s t a g e s  o f

2p r o d u c t i o n  and i n s t e a d  c a l l e d  f o r  l e s s  s k i l l e d  m inders .  This  tendency i s

su p p o r ted  by h i s  exam ina t ion  o f  wages i n  e n g i n e e r in g  in  M anches te r  and

Birmingham where th e  l a t t e r  were lower than  the  former a t  a l l  s k i l l  l e v e l s

e x c e p t  th e  low es t ,  i . e .  t h e  l a b o u r e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  th e  problems o f  fam i ly

employment r e l a t i v e  to L a n c a s h i r e  make the  dependence on the  household  head

t h a t  much g r e a t e r ,  w h i le  the  l a ck  o f  a s o c i a l  u n r e s t  he appea rs  to  t h i n k  i s

more a m a t t e r  o f  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  l a bou r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a r g e  range

of workshops w i th  such a c o n fu s in g  system o f  f a c t o r s  and s u b - c o n t r a c t o r s

3making i n d i v i d u a l  b a r g a i n i n g  the  norm.

The on ly  o t h e r  i n d u s t r y  o f  any r e a l  im por tance  i n  th e  West Midlands was 

the  p o t t e r y  i n d u s t r y  which expanded r a p i d l y  i n  the  l a t e r  18th c e n t u r y .

However t h i s  i s  n o t  to s u g g e s t  t h a t  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  were n o t  o f  some l o c a l  

im por tance ,  f o r  example th e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  the  Dove V a l l e y  around Leek,  

or th e  Warwick w oo l len  i n d u s t r y  up to  1815, o r  the  S t a f f o r d  shoe i n d u s t r y .

1 ’The Impact  o f  I n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  on an  Urban Labour M arke t :  Birmingham 
1770-1860'  (Unpublished  Ph.D t h e s i s  Wiscons in  1972).

2 ^ I b i d . , p . 136.

3 I b i d . ,  p . 121.
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or even th e  mining  a r e a s  o f  E a s t  Warwicksh i re and N o r th e rn  S t a f f o r d s h i r e ;  

i t  i s  r a t h e r  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  was p u r e l y  l o c a l  ( e . g .  Warwick) 

or  as  y e t  n a s c e n t  ( e . g .  S t a f f o r d  foo tw ear  on ly  developed  to  any e x t e n t  w i th  

m e c h a n i s a t io n  a f t e r  1850).

I t  was i n  th e  l a t e r  18th  c en tu ry  t h a t  t h e  p o t t e r y  i n d u s t r y  expanded

from i t s  s u b s i s t e n c e  b a s i s  under the  i n f l u e n c e  of  the  changes i n  t r a n s p o r t ,

1 . 2  t h e  expans ion  of home and f o r e i g n  demand under  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  of i n d u s t r i a l

3Y c a p t a i n s  l i k e  Wedg^wood, Spode, Minton and Adams. The o r g a n i s a t i o n  and 

techno logy  i n  p o t t e r y  was changing from a dom es t ic  h a n d i c r a f t  by-employment 

to  a dua l  form embodying l a r g e r  f a c t o r i e s  and a p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  s m a l l  work­

shops under  th e  c o n t r o l  of  s k i l l e d  journeymen.  However, th e  d i r e c t  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  i n  a s p a t i a l  sense  was l i m i t e d  to  an a r e a  of  20 

sq u a re  m i le s  around S toke ,  b u t  dependence was, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  much g r e a t e r .

I t  was t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l s  which had o r i g i n a l l y  de te rm in e d  

l o c a t i o n ;  coa l  f o r  th e  k i l n s ,  l o c a l - c l a y  and lead  o res  to  be used  i n  g l a z i n g .  

But even when l o c a l  c l ay  s u p p l i e s  had to be supplemented by C orn ish  i m p o r t s ,  

and when s a l t  had superseded  l e a d  i n  g l a z i n g ,  the  l o c a l  s u p p l i e s  o f  s k i l l e d  

labou r  and th e  n e a rn e s s  o f  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e s t  e lem en t  i n  t o t a l  c o s t s ,  c o a l ,  

k e p t  th e  i n d u s t r y  i n  N o r th e rn  S t a f f o r d s h i r e .  However, the  need to  t r a n s p o r t  

even  more m a t e r i a l  i n p u t s  i f  p r o d u c t i o n  was to  expand h e ld  back e x p a n s i o n < 

u n t i l  th e  improvements to  th e  Weaver and th e  Trent -Mersey  ca n a l  were completed,

T h e r e a f t e r  th e  n a t u re  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  tended to d iv e rg e  between t h e  l a r g e r

1 See D .E .C.Evers  l e y ,  ’The Home Market  and Economic Growth i n  England
1750-80 '  i n  Mingay & Jones  (1967) ,  p . 233-4 .

2 V.C.H. S t a f f o r d ,  V o l . I I ,  p . 26 f o r  an e s t i m a t e  o f  over 80% o f  Wedgewood's
o u t p u t  going to  e x p o r t s  i n  1787.

3 J .  Thomas, o p . c i t . ,  p . 74.
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o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and the  s m a l l e r  workshops.  I n  the  former t h e r e  was, i n

c o n t r a s t  to a c c e p te d  o p in i o n ,  a g r e a t  improvement i n  t e ch n o lo g y ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r

in v o l v i n g  th e  use o f  s team e n g i n e s . ^  These were used to  d r i v e  w h ee ls ,  f o r

p r e s s i n g  f l a t  and ho l low  ware or  f o r  t i l e  making so t h a t  by 1785 t h i s  a r e a

was second only  to Cornwall  i n  th e  number o f  eng ines  i n  u s e .  Of c o u r s e ,  th e s e

l a r g e r  f a c t o r i e s  were n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the  whole i n d u s t r y  u n t i l  the  l a t e r

19th c e n t u r y ,  b u t  w i t h i n  the  numbers employed came a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of

2women and c h i l d r e n .  Th is  o f f e r s  a c o n t r a s t  to th e  a r e a s  i n  t h e  so u th ,  as 

many boys were employed as  l a t h e  t r e a d e r s  and women and g i r l s  as f l o w e r e r s .

I n  th e  s m a l l e r  workshops c o n t r o l  was e x e r c i s e d  by a m a s te r  p o t t e r  who 

g a th e re d  t o g e t h e r  a number of  journeymen and a p p r e n t i c e s  under  one r o o f ,  

and t h e r e  was even some e a r l y  p ro c e s s  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  i n  p a i n t i n g ,  g i l d i n g  

and p r i n t i n g .

I n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  were conducted  w i t h i n  a h ig h l y  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  

ne twork ,  where th e  l e a d e r s  o f  the  i n d u s t r y  met r e g u l a r l y  w i th  th e  o t h e r  m as te r  

p o t t e r s  to exchange t e c h n i c a l  knowledge b u t  more p a r t i c u l a r l y  to e x e r c i s e  

c o n t r o l  over  p r i c e  l i s t s  and wages.  Th is  c o n t r o l  was only  c h a l l e n g e d  a t  the 

v e r y  end of  th e  p e r io d  when th e  r e p e a l  of  the  combination  laws a l low ed  unions  

to c h a l l e n g e  the  em ployers '  p o s i t i o n .  D e s p i t e  v a r io u s  s t r i k e s  and d i s p u t e s  

i n  the  e a r l y  1830s i n c l u d i n g  the  i n t e r v e n t i o n  of  Doher ty and Owen, th e se  

c h a l l e n g e s  f a i l e d  to e rode  t h e  powerfu l  p o s i t i o n  which had been  b u i l t  up by 

th e  m a s t e r s .

1 I b i d . , p . 92.

2 V .C .H .S ta f f o r d  I I , p .53
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VI

To conclude  t h i s  su rvey  o f  the  midlands  i t  i s  h e l p f u l  to  examine the

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  economic changes as they a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n

1of th e  labou r  f o r c e  a t  the  end o f  th e  p e r i o d ,  i n  1841.

As might  be expec ted  N or tham ptonsh i re  c o n t a in e d  th e  l a r g e s t  number of  

workers  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and the  s m a l l e s t  number i n  secondary  employment.

The West Midland c o u n t i e s  had th e  s m a l l e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l a b o u r  f o r c e  

i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  around 14.5%, and t h i s  was w e l l  below the  n a t i o n a l  average  

of  22.2%. In  terms o f  employment i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  and 

N o t t in g h am s h i re  had f r a c t i o n a l l y  l e s s  than th e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e .

Employment i n  min ing r e f l e c t e d  the  un im por tance  of  the  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e

and N o t t in g h am s h i re  c o a l f i e l d s  r e l a t i v e  to  S t a f f o r d s h i r e .  I n s t e a d ,  the

l a r g e s t  c a t e g o r y  o f  employment i n  t h e se  two former c o u n t r i e s  was the  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  h o s i e r y ;  a l th o u g h  the  s t r i d e s  made by the  l a c e

t r a d e s  i n  N o t t in g h am sh i re  a r e  conf irmed by th e  1841 d a t a .  I n  o t h e r  a r e a s

th e  im por tance  o f  t e x t i l e s  i s  much l e s s  e v i d e n t ,  f o r  example i n  Nor tham ptonsh i re

2the  d e c l i n e  o f  th e  K e t t e r i n g  a r e a  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  many more

The census  p r o v id e s  the  f i r s t  comprehens ive a n a l y s i s  of  th e  la b o u r  fo r c e  
i n  terms o f  d i s a g g r e g a t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  coverage  and the  i n c l u s i o n  of a l l  
income e a r n e r s .  I n  1801, 1811 and 1821 only  a rough t h r e e f o l d  d i v i s i o n  
between a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t r a d e  and m a n u fa c tu r e s ,  and th e  r e s t  was adop ted ,  
and even then the  r e p o r t s  were couched i n  terms o f  f a m i l i e s  be ing  
dependen t  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  on th e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  r a t h e r  than  o c c u p a t io n s  
as such .  Although the  1831 census  was more i n f o r m a t i v e  i t  on ly  r e f e r r e d  
to a d u l t  m a les ,  and s t i l l  used  f i v e  v e ry  b road  g roupings  r a t h e r  than  
a d e t a i l e d  i n d u s t r i a l  breakdown. See W.F.Spackman, An A n a l y s i s  o f  the 
Occupat ions  o f  the  Peop le  (1847) ;  1851 Census i n t r o d u c t i o n  p p . l x i x  -  c;  
Deane & Cole ,  o p . c i t . , p p . 137-140.

See above ,  p . 54.
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peop le  were employed i n  the  s c a t t e r e d  domest ic  l a c e  i n d u s t r y  tha n  i n  t h i s  

o l d e r  w o o l le n  s e c t o r ;  i n  Warwickshi re too the  d e c l i n e  i n  th e  Coventry 

r i b b o n  t r a d e s  i s  confi rmed.

As f a r  as  the  o t h e r  main i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  concerned  th e  im por tance  of  

the  boo t  and shoe i n d u s t r y  i n  Nor thamptonsh ire  (9 .4%),  p o t t e r y  i n  S t a f f o r d ­

s h i r e  (8.9%) and i r o n  and e n g i n e e r in g  in  Warwickshire and S t a f f o r d s h i r e  

a r e  u n d e r l i n e d .  The s t e a d i n e s s  of  numbers employed i n  b u i l d i n g  i s  ano the r  

n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e  o f  the  t a b l e ,  b u t  the  number of  l a b o u r e r s  i s  much g r e a t e r  

i n  the w es t  midland c o u n t i e s  where the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  employ­

ment a r e  g r e a t e r .

The o v e r a l l  s i z e  o f  t h e s e  secondary  employment c a t e g o r i e s  r e l a t i v e  to 

the n a t i o n a l  average  shows only  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  w i t h  a l a r g e r  number of  

workers  i n  t h e s e  s e c t o r s  w i t h  n e a r l y  47% compared to the  n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e  

of 40.5%. Once a g a i n  the  r e l a t i v e  underdevelopment  o f  Nor tham ptonsh i re  

comes o u t  i n  a t o t a l  which i s  only  two t h i r d s  o f  the  n a t i o n a l  av e ra g e .

In  the rem ain ing  groups the  most im p o r ta n t  f e a t u r e  appea rs  to be the

h igh  numbers employed i n  th e  h a n d i c r a f t  s e c t o r s  i n  Warwickshi re which

presumably  r e f l e c t s  the  h igh  p r o p o r t i o n  of  s e l f -em p loyed  m e ta l  w o rk e r s .

Economic change i n  th e  Midlands between 1750 and 1834 t h e r e f o r e  appears  

as a complex amalgam of  i n n o v a t i o n  and c o n t i n u i t y  i n  p r o d u c t s ,  p r o c e s s e s  

and o r g a n i s a t i o n .  The bu lk  of  th e  in n o v a t io n s  came i n  the  w e s t ,  y e t  even

he re  methods of  p r o d u c t i o n  remained  e s s e n t i a l l y  sm al l  s c a l e  and based  in

workshops r a t h e r  than f a c t o r i e s  a l th o u g h  they  were l o c a t e d  i n  th e  more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  u rban  a r e a s  of  th e  Black Country .  I t  was i n  t h e s e  w e s t e r n  

a r e a s  t h a t  the  degree  o f  dependence on i n d u s t r i a l  employment was g r e a t e r .
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i n  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  c l o s e r  l i n k s  between i n d u s t r y  and th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  

the  e a s t e r n  m id lands .  Even th e s e  t r e n d s  however shou ld  n o t  c loud  the  

im p re s s io n  of  a r e g i o n  f i r m l y  l i n k e d  to i t s  r u r a l  b a s e  as l a r g e  p a r t s  of  

s o u t h e r n  Warwicksh i re ,  c e n t r a l  S t a f f o r d s h i r e ,  e a s t e r n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e ,  and 

the  b u lk  of  N or tham ptonsh i re  were h a r d l y  a f f e c t e d  by th e  f o r c e s  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  u n t i l  th e  coming o f  the  r a i l w a y  r e l e a s e d  th e  bonds of  

t h e i r  i s o l a t i o n .
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Chapte r  I I  

B u i ld in g  Workers

The b u i l d i n g  t r a d e  was (and s t i l l  i s )  p ro b ab ly  the  most  u b iq u i to u s  

i n d u s t r y  w i t h i n  th e  economy cove r ing

th e  whole range  of  i n d u s t r i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,

. . . .  the  E n g l i s h  c a r p e n t e r ,  who d id  e s t a t e  r e p a i r s  

and b u i l d i n g  from t imber  grown and f e l l e d  on the  

e s t a t e ,  to  the  c a p i t a l i s t i c  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  Regent  

S t r e e t  or  Water loo  Br idge w i th  h i s  mixed teams of  

Cockney c ra f t sm e n  and sp a lp e e n  l a b o u r e r s ,  p a r t  

d i r e c t e d  by m a s te r  c r a f t s m e n  s u b - c o n t r a c t o r s ,  f o r  

pa in tw ork  i t  might  be  or f o r  p a v i n g " . ^

The wage d a t a  f o r  b u i l d i n g  workers  i n  the  Midlands has been  assembled

from a v a r i e t y  o f  sou rces  w i t h i n  the  spec trum sugges ted  by Clapham. Two

s e r i e s  u n d e rp in  th e  whole s e c t i o n :  Not t ingham and S t ra t fo rd -u p o n -A v o n ,

which b o th  cover  the  e n t i r e  p e r i o d ' f r o m  1750 to  1834. I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e s e ,

f i g u r e s  f o r  L e i c e s t e r  b e g i n  i n  1778 and the  t h r e e  t o g e t h e r  may be c o n s id e re d

as an  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e r i e s ,  i n  t h a t  they r e p r e s e n t  payment f o r  work done on

p u b l i c  p r o j e c t s .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  however,  t h e  work i s  the  same f o r  a l l  t h r e e

s e r i e s  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  i s  performed under th e  a e g i s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

b o d ie s :  f o r  Not t ingham and S t r a t f o r d  wage r a t e s  have been ta ken  from the

2vouchers  to  the  C h a m b e r la in ' s  accounts  and f o r  L e i c e s t e r  from th e  County

3T r e a s u r e r ' s  vouche rs .  Both of  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  were r e s p o n s i b l e ,  w i t h i n  t h e i r

1 J .H.Clapham, An Economic H i s t o r y  of  Modern B r i t a i n  (1926) Volume 1, 
p p . 165-6.

2 _ Nott ingham C o r p o r a t i o n ,  C ham ber la in ' s  Vouchers F i l e s  1806 E -  1855
(N .P .L . )  C o rp o ra t i o n  A r c h i v e s . S t r a t fo rd -u p o n -A v o n  C o rp o ra t i o n  
C h am b er la in ' s  Accounts ,  R e c e ip t s  and Vouchers V ol .VII -X XIII  ( S .B . T . )

3 L e i c e s t e r  Q u a r te r  S es s io n s  pape r s  -  County T r e a s u r e r ' s  Vouchers Q.S. 
112/280 (L.R.O.)
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u n i t  of  a u t h o r i t y ,  f o r  " t h e  upkeep of  the  S h i r e  (or  Town) h a l l ,  th e  g a o l ,

B r id e w e l l  and the  r e p a i r  of  b r i d g e s " . ^  They were r e q u i r e d  to  " s y s t e m a t i s e

2t he  a c c o u n t s ,  and check th e  b i l l s  o f  th e  m a s t e r  c r a f t s m e n " .  F o r t u n a t e l y

3f o r  h i s t o r i a n s  n o t  a l l  o f  them were as c o r r u p t  as c on tem pora r i e s  b e l i e v e d  

and th e  r e c e i p t s  and vouchers  were r e t a i n e d ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  Nott ingham, 

L e i c e s t e r  and S t r a t f o r d .

The jo bs  themselves  were f a i r l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d :  " p u l l i n g  down weekly 

c ro s s  and b u i l d i n g  new"^ or  " p ave ing  and r e p a i r i n g  c h a p p e l l  Bar"^ or

" r e p a i r s  to Nor th  Br idge"^  or  " r e p a i r s  to  Melton B r id e w e l l " ^  o r  "work i n

8 9ye c h a p i l  garden" or  " s p r e a d i n g  g r a v i l " .  I n  g e n e r a l  t h e s e  workers  were

the  f o r e r u n n e r s  of  t o d a y ' s  c o u n c i l  workmen, a l th o u g h  they were n o t  

perm anen t ly  employed by th e s e  b o d ie s  b u t  were " s m a l l  inde penden t  h a n d i ­

c ra f t sm en"  .

A much weaker s e r i e s  comes from Ravens tone H o s p i t a l  V o u c h e r s w h e r e  

g e n e r a l  r e p a i r  b i l l s  s u r v i v e ,  w h i l s t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  f i g u r e s  come from th e

1 P. S t y l e s ,  The Development of  County A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  the  l a t e  18th
and e a r l y  19th C e n t u r i e s  (Dugdale O ccas io n a l  Paper  N o .4) (Oxford 1934)

2 S, & B. Webb, E n g l i s h  Loca l  Government: The P a r i s h  and the County
(1906) ,  p . 508.

3 Webbs, o p . c i t . , p p . 507-12.

4 Nott ingham C.A. 1806 E. Voucher N o .88.

5 Op.c i t . Voucher No.54.

6 L e i c e s t e r  C .T .V . ,  Q.S. 112/127 Voucher N o .30.

7 Op.c i t . Q.S. 112/237 Voucher N o .6.

8 S t r a t f o r d  C.R.T.V. V o l .V I I  N o .127.

9 Op.c i t . V o l . 12 No.84.

10 Clapham, o p . c i t . p . 162.

11 Ravens tone H o s p i t a l  Accounts and Vouchers 51-52A (L .R .O . ) .
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p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  and a r e  t a ken  from e s t a t e  pape rs  where,  a t  t h i s  t ime 

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,

"each  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  owners seem to  have f e l t  t h e  u rge  

to  modern ise  and improve,  to  add a new wing h e r e  or  

r e b u i l d  s t a b l e s  t h e r e ,  to remodel  th e  g a rd e n s ,  land­

scape  th e  p a rk  o r  i n s t a l l  a menager ie  . . . .  a l l  t h e se  

major a l t e r a t i o n s  g iv i n g  y e a r s  of  work to  b u i l d i n g  

c r a f t sm en  and t h e i r  l a b o u r e r s " . ^

In  a d d i t i o n  to improving t h e i r  own homes, e s t a t e  r e c o rd s  c o n t a in  c o n s i d e r a b l e

2
i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  e f f o r t s  to  b u i l d  new h o u s e s ,  o r  a l t e r  t h e i r  t e n a n t s  h o u ses .

P u t t i n g  a l l  o f  th e s e  s o u rces  t o g e t h e r  g ives  a s e r i e s  which ,  over  th e

84 y e a r s  conce rned ,  has  a minimum of 4 o b s e r v a t i o n s  a y e a r  and a maximum of

10 -  w i th  6 be ing  th e  mean sample s i z e .  U n f o r tu n a t e ly  the  E s t a t e  b u i l d i n g

s e r i e s  a r e  n o t  n e a r l y  as comple te as  the  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  w i th  N o t t in g h am s h i re

e s t a t e s  domina t ing  the  p i c t u r e  from 1750-75 and S t a f f o r d s h i r e  t h e r e a f t e r ,  w i th

poor coverage  f o r  the  o t h e r  t h r e e  c o u n t i e s .
<

The workers  i n  the  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  were d iv i d e d ,  somewhat u n t i d i l y ,  

between c r a f t s m e n  and l a b o u re r s  f o r  i t  i s  a lm os t  im p o s s ib l e  to d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

a c c u r a t e l y  between th e  degree  of  s k i l l  encompassed i n  th e  term 'mason'  or  

' c a r p e n t e r ' .  Maste r  c ra f t sm e n  were i n d i c a t e d  c l e a r l y ,  f o r  th e  most  p a r t ,  

b u t  v a r y in g  types  of  journeyman h e l p e r s  e t c .  cou ld  n o t  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  in  

the  b i l l s .  However, th e  degree  of  c o n t i n u i t y  i n  the  s e r i e s  used h e r e ,

f a c i l i t a t e d  the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  p a r t i c u l a r  w o rk e r s ,  so t h a t  by c o n s u l t i n g  

l a t e r  b i l l s  i t  was p o s s i b l e  to  g e t  a c l e a r e r  id e a  o f  whe ther  the  p a r t i c u l a r  

workers  were l a b o u re r s  or young jo u rn e y m e n /a p p re n t i c e s  r i s i n g  th rough th e  

s c a l e .  U nlike  Mrs. G i lboy ,  who looked f o r  median wage r a t e s ,  t h i s  s tudy

1 G.E.Mingay,  E n g l i s h  Landed S o c ie ty  i n  the  18th Century  (1963) ,  p . 216.

2 See e s p e c i a l l y  the  S u th e r l a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  D593/F (S .R .O.)  f o r  e x t e n s i v e  
u rban  b u i l d i n g  i n  L i c h f i e l d ,  L i l l e s h a l l  and N ew cas t le .

3 E.W.Gilboy,  Wages i n  18th Century  England (Cambridge U.S.A. 1934),  p . 166
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has  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on the  mode or  " r a t e s  t h a t  were c o n s id e re d  to be  r e p r e s e n t ­

a t i v e  because  they were r e c u r r e n t " . ^  This  method seemed much more a p p r o p r i ­

a t e  when d e a l i n g  w i th  workers  who were supposed  to  be o f  two d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s ,  

so t h a t  the  r a t e s  g iven  a r e  th e  c r a f t s m e n ' s  and l a b o u re r s  r a t e s  which occur  

most  o f t e n ,  r a t h e r  than  an ave rage  o f  a whole b i l l .  An example from th e  

Nott ingham Chamberla in"s Accounts w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  problem:

" Wm.Stone To s t r i p p i n g ,  t y l i n g ,  d r a i n i n g  and r e p a i r i n g  

chimney tops  from May 10 th ,  1790.

S e l f  5 days 12-6;  Thos T e a m  10 days 1 -1 -8 ;

Rich .Simpson 4 days 8-8;  J n . T h a t c h e r  8 days 17-4;

R o b t . S e l l y  6 days 13-0;  D. P a rk e r  10 days 15-0;

P. Tomlinson 8 days 12-0;  Sami. Bur ton 6 days 9 -0 ;
2

J n .  Hanbury 6 days 8 - 0 . "

I n  t h i s  case  th e  r a t e  g iven  to W i l l i am  S tone ,  th e  Mas ter  Craf tsman,  i s  

e l i m i n a t e d  as i s  t h a t  g iven  to Hanbury,  to  l e ave  2/2 and 1/6 as th e  r a t e s  

used .  Although  t h i s  i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  s imple example,  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  p r e c i s e l y  

the  n a t u r e  of  th e  wage r a t e s  g iven  i n  the  t a b l e s  below.

The c h o ice  of modal r a t e s  i s  n o t  too d i f f i c u l t  i n  y e a r s  o f  s t a b i l i t y  

( e . g .  1750-90 or  1824-34) b u t  the  p ro c e s s  becomes more complex

"when the  l abou r  marke t  was moving ............  I t  i s  what

we shou ld  ex p e c t  i n  a marke t  of  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t r a c t s ;  

when th e  demand f o r  l a b o u r  r o s e  c e r t a i n  new engagements 

took p l a c e  a t  h ig h e r  r a t e s ;  t h i s  m a rg in a l  demand p r i c e  

took t ime to  s p read  to o t h e r  engagements which  f i r s t  

co n t in u ed  a t  t h e  customary p r i c e  b u t  as  the  p r o p o r t i o n  

o f  new engagements r o s e  some of  the  men i n  o ld  engagements

E .H .Phe lps  Brown and S h e i l a  v .  Hopkins "Seven C e n t u r i e s  of B u i ld in g  
Wages", Economica XXII 1955, p . 196, r e p r i n t e d  i n  E .M.Carus-Wilson (ed) 
Essays  i n  Economic H i s t o r y , V o l . I I  (1962) ,  p p . 168-178.

Nott ingham C.V. 1814 E (N .P .L . )
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go t  s y m p a th e t i c  r i s e s ,  a marke t  fo rm er ly  c o n c e n t r a t e d  

upon one r a t e  now came to show a b r a c k e t  of  two and a 

■general r i s e  i n  the  marke t  b rough t  abou t  a g r a d u a l  

c e s s a t i o n  of  engagements a t  the  o r i g i n a l  r a t e " . ^

Although t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  r e f e r s  to  the  16th and 17th c e n t u r i e s  th e  same 

g e n e r a l  t r e n d s  were e v i d e n t  i n  l a t e  18th and e a r l y  19th c e n t u r i e s  excep t  

t h a t  th e  whole p ro c e s s  was much q u ic k e r .  Where r a t e s  were changing  and were

u n s e t t l e d  two r e l a t i v e l y  equa l  modes were e v i d e n t  and th e  median o f  t h e se

was i n s e r t e d  i n t o  th e  s e r i e s ,  b u t  the  changes were n o t  too g r a d u a l  and a new 

o v e r a l l  r a t e  emerges f a i r l y  q u i c k ly .

The use  o f  d a i l y  r a t e s  of  wages ,  to  some e x t e n t ,  de te rm ined  which k inds

of b u i l d i n g  workers  were c o n s id e r d ,  i n  t h a t  p lumbers ,  g l a z i e r s  and m i l l w r i g h t s  

were a lm o s t  always p a i d  by th e  p i e c e  and t h a t  the  t ime taken  to complete the  

work was n o t  r e c o rd e d  on th e  b i l l s .  This  l e a v e s  masons,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  b r i c k ­

l a y e r s ,  p l a s t e r e r s ,  t i l e r s  and p a v i o r s  whose d a i l y  r a t e s  were r e l a t i v e l y  easy 

to  i d e n t i f y .  These r a t e s  were a lm o s t  always th e  same a s ;

"each  worker  would r e g a r d  h im s e l f  as b e lo n g in g  to a

p a r t i c u l a r  s t r a t u m  -  say of  c ra f t sm e n  as  d i s t i n c t  from

la b o u r e r s  -  and would t h e r e f o r e  ex p e c t  a wage conforming

to  i t s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s :  masons,  t i l e r s  and c a r p e n t e r s  would
2e x p ec t  wages of  th e  same rough o rd e r  of m agn i tude" .

Mrs Gilboy a l s o  found t h a t  " t h e r e  was a lm os t  no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  ( . . . .
3

masons and c a r p e n t e r s )  r a t e s " .

1 G i lboy ,  o p . c i t . , p . 253.

2 E,J.Hobsbawm, "Custom, Wages and Work Load" i n  Labouring  Men (1963) 
p . 346.

3 G i lboy ,  o p . c i t .  p . 253.
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II

The mean wage r a t e s  f o r  a l l  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  shown i n  

F ig u re  9 and seem to show t h r e e  phases :

(a) a p e r io d  of  s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  from 1750-1790 a t  a compound

annual  r a t e  of  0.9% f o r  c r a f t sm en  and 1.0% f o r  l a b o u r e r s ,

(b) much f a s t e r  growth up to 1814 of  2.5% p . a .  f o r  b o t h ,  and

(c) a p o s t -w a r  d e c l i n e  fo l lowed  by r e c o v e ry  from th e  mid 1820s 

p ro d u c in g ,  by 1834, a f a l l  of  0.3% p . a .  f o r  c r a f t s m e n  and 

a f a l l  o f  0.8% p . a .  f o r  l a b o u r e r s .

Perhaps  the  most  obv ious  d i f f e r e n c e  between the  two s e r i e s  i s  i n  t h i s  

p o s t -w a r  phase ,  when th e  l a b o u r e r s  r a t e  f a l l s  f u r t h e r  ( t o  1822-3) than  the  

s k i l l e d  r a t e :  140:165 (1790 = 100) and t h e r e a f t e r  s t a b i l i s e s  a t  a l e v e l

lower than  th e  s k i l l e d  r a t e :  152 :175.^

However, a l th o u g h  t h i s  mean index  g ives  some s o r t  o f  s t a n d a r d  a g a i n s t  

which to p u t  th e  e x a c t  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  u s in g  th e  mean " . . . .  i s  l i k e  look ing  

through a keyho le ;  th e  p a r t  of  th e  room you can see  cannot  g iv e  a f u l l  i d e a  

o f  th e  whole room". Befo re  lo o k in g  a t  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  s e r i e s  i n  some d e t a i l  

i t  i s  w or thw h i le  c o n s i d e r i n g  the  v a l i d i t y  of  the  mean index  by lo o k in g  a t  

th e  c o e f f i c i e n t  of  v a r i a t i o n  (or  ju d g in g  how r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  th e  room i s  the 

view th rough th e  k e y h o l e ) .  F ig u re  10 shows the  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  bo th  s e r i e s ,  

and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i t  r e v e a l s  the  w ider  v a r i a t i o n  -  e x ce p t  f o r  a few y e a r s  i n  

the  1790s -  i n  r a t e s  p a id  to l a b o u re r s  i n  t h i s  sample.  A ccep t ing  th e  warning

t h a t  too much w e ig h t  shou ld  n o t  be p l a c e d  on th e s e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  because  the

number of  o b s e r v a t i o n s  changed from y e a r  to  y e a r ,  they do r e v e a l  t h a t  on the  

same j o b s ,  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ,  the  r a t e  pa id  to l a b o u r e r s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  s u b j e c t

1 For a d e t a i l e d  rev iew  o f  t h e s e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  see  below 
C hap te r  6.

2 W.J.Reichmann,  Use and Abuse of  S t a t i s t i c s  (1961),  p . 72.
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to  w id e r  f l u c t u a t i o n s .  Looking a t  F ig u re  10 t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  seems most 

e v id e n t  b e fo r e  1790 when th e  la b o u re r s  c o e f f i c i e n t  i s  j u s t  a b o u t double  t h a t  

o f  th e  s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs ;  th e  gap i s  a g a in  f a i r l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  a f t e r  th e  war 

p o s s i b ly  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  th e  r a t e s  p a id  to  s k i l l e d  w orkers  v a r i e d  more i n  a 

p e r io d  o f  r a p i d l y  r i s i n g  wages th an  d id  t h e i r  u n s k i l l e d  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

R e tu rn in g  to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  how good i s  th e  view o f  th e  room g iven  by th e  

mean in d e x ,  th e  im p re s s io n  ga in ed  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t o t a l l y  i n v a l i d ,  g iven  

t h a t  th e  s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t i o n  f o r  la b o u re r s  i s  u s u a l ly  15% and th a t  f o r  s k i l l e d  

w orkers  no rm ally  under 10% ( in  b o th  cases  e x c e p t in g  th e  very  h igh  f ig u r e s  in  

th e  e a r l y  1820s caused by th e  appea rance  o f  v e ry  h ig h  r a t e s  i n  L e i c e s t e r  

and N ottingham  compared w i th  th e  o t h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  v e ry  low r a t e s  a t  

L i l l e s h a l l )  .

Once the  key i s  tu rn ed  and th e  door i s  opened th e  whole room i s  v i s i b l e ,  

and i t  i s  to  th e  room, in  th e  form of th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  s e r i e s ,  t h a t  a t t e n t i o n  

must now be tu rn e d .

I l l

The N ottingham  s e r i e s  i s  tak en  from th e  vouchers  to  th e  C h am b er la in 's  

a c c o u n ts ,^  and lo o k in g  a t  th e  s e r i e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  mean in d ex  th ey  tended 

CO r i s e  a t  a b o u t th e  same r a t e  up to  1790, b u t  f a s t e r  up to  1814 -  c ra f t sm e n  

3% p . a .  and la b o u re r s  2.8% p . a .  ( th e  r e g io n a l  mean f o r  b o th  s e r i e s  r o s e  a t  

2 5% p . a . ) .  W ith in  t h i s  w artim e p e r io d ,  however, th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  in c r e a s e s  

were q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  f o r  th e  s k i l l e d  w orkers  r a t e  rem ained s t a t i c  u n t i l  1795 

when i t  began to  move f a i r l y  s w i f t l y  to  1811 (4.2% p . a . )  w hereas th e  la b o u re r s  

r a t e  r o s e  s t e a d i l y  i n  th e  1790s (2.9% p . a . )  b u t  then  f a s t e r  to  1807 (4.2% p . a . )  

where i t  rem ained f ix e d  u n t i l  1816.

1 C o rp o ra t io n  A rch ives  (C.A.) 1806 E -  1855 N .P .L .



7 6

P o s t  war b eh a v io u r  o f  th e  two s e r i e s  was v e ry  c lo s e  to  th e  mean t r e n d ,  

i n  t h a t  th e  la b o u re r s  r a t e  f e l l  f a s t e r ,  to  a deepe r  tro u g h  and r e c o v e re d  

l a t e r  th an  th e  s k i l l e d  r a t e ,  b u t  to  a s t a b l e  l e v e l  a b o u t the  same d i s t a n c e  

from t h e i r  peaks ( i . e .  11% or 12% be low ).

I n  r e l a t i o n  to the  o th e r  s e r i e s  g e n e r a l l y ,  th e  r a t e  p a id  i n  N ottingham  

was h ig h e r  and tended  to  move ahead of  changes i n  th e  mean t r e n d .  There a r e ,  

however, some e x c e p t io n s :  f o r  c ra f tsm en  th e  la c k  o f  change i n  th e  e a r l y  1790s

l e f t  th e  r a t e  beh ind  L e i c e s t e r ,  S t r e l l e y ,  L i c h f i e l d  and N ew cas tle ,  and a f t e r  

1815 f o r  a few y e a r s  (1818-21) beh ind  L e i c e s t e r ,  where th e  r a t e  d id  n o t  drop 

a t  a l l ,  b u t  th e  l e v e l l i n g  o f f  o f  r a t e s  in  th e  1820s l e f t  N ottingham  and 

L e i c e s t e r  pay ing  by f a r  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e s .  The la b o u re r s  wage r a t e  was n o t  

n e a r ly  as s t r o n g  in  l e a d in g  th e  o th e r  s e r i e s ,  on ly  i n  th e  y e a r s  1800-07 (when 

th e  r a t e  ro s e  r a p id l y )  and i n  th e  1820s d id  th e  r a t e  p a id ,  exceed t h a t  p a id  

e l s e w h e re .

Workers f o r  th e  S t r a t f o r d  C o rp o ra t io n ^  were p a id  r a t e s  a t  th e  o p p o s i te  

end o f  the  spec trum  to  Nottingham ; th e  r a t e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  lagged  beh ind  th e  

mean in d ex  fo r  b o th  la b o u re r s  and s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 

S t r a t f o r d  to  th e  o th e r  two m ajor s e r i e s  a t  N ottingham  and L e i c e s t e r  i s  shown 

i n  F ig u re s  11 and 12 and th e  s k i l l e d  r a t e  seems on av e ra g e  to  be 15% -  20% 

below N ottingham  b u t  25% -  30% below f o r  l a b o u re r s  ( s l i g h t l y  n e a r e r  to  

L e i c e s t e r  i n  b o th  c a se s )  and th e  t re n d  was f o r  th e  la b o u re r s  gap to  w iden . 

S t r a t f o r d  r a t e s  a l s o  tended  to  be lower th an  any o f  th e  o t h e r  s e r i e s  ex ce p t  

p e rh ap s  f o r  L i l l e s h a l l  and M il to n .

The r a t e s  p a id  to  b o th  s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  w orkers  moved o n ly  s low ly  

up to th e  mid 1790s ( th e  la b o u re r s  r a t e  f o r  in s t a n c e  in c r e a s e d  a t  an annua l

1 A ccounts ,  R e c e ip ts  and Vouchers to  th e  C o rp o ra t io n  a c c o u n ts .  Volumes 
V II-X X III ( S .B .T . ) .
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r a t e  of 0.4% compared to  the  mean of  1.0% from 1750-90).  From th e  mid 

1790s th e  c r a f t s m e n ’s r a t e  ro s e  as f a s t  as  th e  mean r a t e  up to  th e  peak y e a r  

i n  1814, b u t  th e  l a b o u r e r s '  r a t e  r o s e  more s low ly  i n  th e  1800s and much 

f a s t e r  from 1809-12, th an  the  s k i l l e d  r a t e  d id .  The peak f o r  la b o u re rs  

i n  1812-14 was h ig h e r  than  th e  s k i l l e d  peak b u t  t h i s  to  some e x t e n t  was 

caused  by a low f i g u r e  i n  1790 when th e  l a b o u r e r s ’ r a t e  d e v ia te d  from t r e n d  

by n o t  i n c r e a s in g  from i t s  1789 l e v e l . ^  A f te r  1815 b o th  r a t e s  f e l l  b u t  th e  

l a b o u r e r s ’ r a t e  f e l l  b o th  b e f o r e ,  and to  a lower l e v e l  than  th e  c r a f t s m e n ’ s .  

Recovery was a l s o  d i f f e r e n t  in  t h a t  th e  r a t e  p a id  to  c ra f t sm e n  s t a b i l i s e d  

f r o n  1825-34 a t  i t s  peak l e v e l ,  w hereas the  la b o u re r s  was 20% below i t s  1814 

r a t e ,  which was, f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e , c o n s i s t e n t l y  above M il to n  -  th e  low es t

o f  th e  sample a t  the  end o f  th e  p e r io d .

2B u ild e r s  w orking f o r  the  County T re a s u re r  i n  L e i c e s t e r  were p a id  a t

r a t e s  v ery  c lo s e  to  th e  N ottingham  as F ig u re s  11 and 12 show, w ith  the  s k i l l e d

c l o s e r  th an  th e  l a b o u r e r s ,  thus the  r a t e  p a id  i n  L e i c e s t e r  was one of the
«

h ig h e s t  i n  th e  sam ple. As th e  s e r i e s  only  s t a r t s  i n  1778 th e r e  i s  ve ry

l i t t l e  to  be  s a id  a b o u t th e  p re  1790 p e r io d  e x c e p t  t h a t  th e  r a t e  p a id  to

la b o u re r s  was below th e  o t h e r s .  A f te r  1790 th e  c r a f t s m e n ’s r a t e  moved f a i r l y  

s w i f t l y  to  1805 b u t  th en  rem ained c o n s ta n t  u n t i l  1811 when i t  moved to  a peak 

i n  1814. The l a b o u r e r s ’ r a t e  a l s o  in c re a s e d  i n  th e  e a r l y  1790s b u t  then  

rem ained  s t a b l e  from 1796-1803, ro s e  to  1805 and l i k e  th e  c r a f t s m e n ’ s r a t e  

i n  L e i c e s t e r ,  rem ained s t a b l e  u n t i l  1811. T h e r e a f t e r  i t  re a c h e d  a peak i n  

1813 a t  a l e v e l  above 1790 a lm o s t e x a c t ly  th e  same as th e  mean index .  A f te r  

th e  war b o th  L e i c e s t e r  r a t e s  rem ained th e  same u n t i l  1822 when th e  l a b o u r e r s ’

1 -  A com parison  o f  growth r a t e s  from 1750-1814 r e v e a l s  t h a t  the  c ra f t s m e n ’ s
r a t e  r o s e  by 1.5% p . a .  and th e  la b o u re r s  by 1.43% p . a . ,  thus  more of th e  
l a b o u r e r s ’ in c r e a s e  came a f t e r  1790 than  the  c r a f t s m e n ’ s .

2 L e i c e s t e r  Q u a r te r  S e s s io n s  Papers  -  County T re a s u re r s  V ouchers , Q.S. 
112/1-280 (L .R .O .) .
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r a t e  dropped to  l e v e l  o u t  from 1824 a t  12% below the  peak l e v e l  b u t  the  

c ra f t sm e n  r e c e iv e d  th e  same r a t e  th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d  1813-34. Two main 

d i f f e r e n c e s  appea r  th en  between th e s e  two r a t e s ,  f i r s t l y  th e  s t a b i l i t y  of 

th e  l a b o u re r s  s e r i e s  around th e  tu rn  o f  th e  cen tu ry ^  and s e co n d ly  th e  p o s t ­

war p a t t e r n  i n  L e i c e s t e r  seemed a b le  to  w i th s ta n d  th e  d e p r e s s io n  i n  r a t e s  

f e l t  by th e  o th e r  s e r i e s ,  a l th o u g h  th e  l a b o u r e r s '  r a t e  cou ld  n o t  r e s i s t  the  

downward p r e s s u r e  i n  th e  e a r l y  1820s.

2 . . .  .The th r e e  e s t a t e s  i n  N o tt in g h am sh ire  p ro v id e  s c a t t e r e d  f i g u r e s  f o r

b u i l d in g  wage r a t e s  only  up to  the  1800s. The b a s i c  t r e n d  was f o r  r a t e s  p a id  

a t  S t r e l l e y  to  p u l l  away from th e  o th e r s  -  c ra f t sm e n  from th e  l a t e r  1770s and 

la b o u re r s  a l l  th e  way th rough , so t h a t  when th e  speed o f  change qu ickens  a t  

S t r e l l e y  i n  th e  e a r l y  1790s (4% p . a . )  the  gap widened even f u r t h e r  -  i n  f a c t  

th e  r a t e s  p a id  were 20-25% h ig h e r  than  the  N ottingham  C o rp o ra t io n  l e v e l  on ly  

two o r  th r e e  m ile s  to th e  e a s t ' .  At Welbeck th e  r a t e s  p a id  lagged  v e ry  b ad ly  

in  the  l a t e r  1790s, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  the  l a b o u r e r s ,  w h i l s t  th e  few Muskham 

o b s e rv a t io n s  i n d i c a t e  to o ,  an e a r l y  la g  i n  th e  l a b o u r e r s '  r a t e ,  a l th o u g h  th e  

s c a t t e r e d  o b s e rv a t io n s  from the  1800s i n d i c a t e  t h a t  r a t e s  p a id  were w e l l  up 

to  th e  N ottingham  l e v e l s .

3The F i t z w i l l i a m  e s t a t e  a t  Mi1ton  i s  th e  so u rce  f o r  a re a s o n a b ly  long  

s e r i e s  o f  b u i l d in g  wages i n  N ortham ptonsh ire  and th e  r a t e s  p a id  appear to  be 

among th e  low es t  in  the  sam ple. In  th e  y e a rs  1780-1790 th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  r a t e  

was th e  same as the  o th e r s  whereas th e  r a t e  p a id  to  la b o u re r s  was by f a r  th e  

lo w e s t ,  b e in g  40-50% le s s  than  the  o t h e r s .  The decade from 1790-1800 saw

This  s t a b i l i t y  i s  a l s o  seen  a t  S t r a t f o r d ,  M il to n ,  L i c h f i e l d  aiid 
N ew castle  f o r  l a b o u re r s .

M idd le ton  a t  Muskham Mi Av 7-273 (N .U .L .) ,  P o r t la n d  a t  Welbeck DD5P 
(N .R .O .) ,  Edge a t  S t r e l l e y  DDE 1 /1-37  (N .R .O .) .

F i t z w i l l i a m  E s t a t e  Papers  -  M isce l lan eo u s  V ouchers, boxes 127-1123 
(N 'to n  R .O .)
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th e s e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  r e v e r s e d ,  w i th  th e  r a t e  f o r  c ra f t sm e n  rem ain ing  th e  

same u n t i l  1798, by which time th e  r a t e  f o r  la b o u re r s  had r i s e n  to  th e  l e v e l  

o f  most o th e r  s e r i e s .  Around th e  tu rn  of th e  c e n tu ry  la b o u r  m arke t p r e s s u r e s  

once a g a in  p roduced  a d i f f e r e n t  r e sp o n s e ;  th e  l a b o u r e r s '  r a t e  ro s e  h a rd ly  

a t  a l l  ( th u s  f a l l i n g  beh in d  the  o th e r s  once a g a in )  as  th e  c r a f t s m e n 'e  r a t e  

a t  f i r s t  in c re a s e d  and th en  remained s t a t i c  from 1802-07. A f te r  1807 the  

c r a f t s m e n 's  r a t e s  r o s e  v e ry  f a s t  to  a peak in  1813 b u t  th e  l a b o u r e r s '  r a t e  

h a rd ly  a l t e r e d  to  re a c h  a peak a l s o  i n  1813 b u t  a t  th e  lo w es t  l e v e l  o f  a l l  

the  s e r i e s .  The p o s t-1 8 1 5  beh av io u r  o f  b o th  s e r i e s  i s  s l i g h t l y  d i f f i c u l t  to  

de te rm ine  s in c e  th e  s e r i e s  a r e  i n t e r m i t t e n t ,  b u t  th e re  i s  no doub t t h a t  they 

b o th  l e v e l l e d  o u t  a t  a r a t e  much lower th an  th e  o th e r s  r e l a t i v e  to  t h e i r  1790 

f i g u r e ,  and in  terms o f  th e  a b s o lu t e  r a t e  p a id .

The two s e r i e s  fo r  M ilto n  thus behaved i n  a v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  way d u r in g

th e  war: f i r s t  one r i s i n g  as th e  o th e r  rem ains c o n s ta n t  and th e n  v ic e  v e r s a .

From b e in g  a b r e a s t  o f  th e  o th e r s  i n  1790, th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  s e r i e s  f e l l  beh ind
*

th ro u g h o u t ,  and on ly  i n  two p e r io d s  1808-9 and 1819-20 was th e  r a t e  n o t  the  

lo w es t  of a l l .  The r a t e  pa id  to  l a b o u r e r s ,  however, began much f u r t h e r  

b eh ind  th e  o t h e r s ,  up to  1790, b u t  p ro g re s se d  f a s t e r  (7% p . a . )  i n  th e  1790s 

to  re a c h  th e  mean l e v e l ,  a f t e r  which th e  r a t e  p ro g re s s e d  as  w e l l  as S t r a t f o r d  

and even b e t t e r  th an  L i l l e s h a l l .  The r a t e  d id  n o t ,  however, show much change 

from 1806-14 and th e  peak l e v e l  was (u n l ik e  the  c r a f t s m e n 's  r a t e )  25% below 

th e  mean, and a f t e r  1815 th e  r a t e  a l s o  dropped below the  o th e r s  (ex cep t 

L i l l e s h a l l )  to l e v e l  o f f  j u s t  below S t r a t f o r d ,  b u t  45% below N ottingham , i . e .  

g e n e r a l ly  as f a r  beh ind  th e  o th e r s  as b e fo re  th e  w ar. The s e r i e s  a re  s i m i l a r  

to  S t r a t f o r d  i n  th e  sen se  t h a t  th e  l a b o u r e r s '  r a t e  showed a s t r o n g e r  r a t e  o f  

g row th , 1790-1814, than  the  c ra f t sm e n ,  m ain ly  f o r  s i m i l a r  r e a s o n s :  v e ry  poor

r a t e s  p a id  to  l a b o u re r s  a t  th e  o u t s e t .
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The S u th e r la n d  e s t a t e  pap ers^  supp ly  d a ta  f o r  th r e e  s e r i e s  a t  

L i c h f i e l d ,  N ew castle-under-Lym e and L i l l e s h a l l .

L i c h f i e l d  and N ew castie  r a t e s  r a n  q u i t e  c lo s e  to g e th e r  and tended  to

pay among th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e s .  L abourers  wage r a t e s  i n  b o th  towns were the

h i g h e s t  up to  th e  1790s when th e  r a t e s  pa id  s t a b i l i s e d ,  a l lo w in g  o th e r  s e r i e s

to  make up th e  leeway. P ro g re s s  i n  th e  1800s was f a s t e r ,  le a v in g  th e  
2

L i c h f i e l d  s e r i e s  a g a in  as th e  h ig h e s t  w i th  N ottingham  i n  1814. The dominance 

o f  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  r a t e  was n o t  as c l e a r  up to  1790 b u t  the  r a t e s  p a id  w ere ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  very  h ig h .  A lthough b o th  towns reached  s i m i l a r  peak l e v e l s  

and g e n e r a l ly  moved to g e th e r  in  the  1790s a l l  o f  th e  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  r a t e  

p a id  to  c ra f t sm e n  in  N ew castle  came b e fo re  1802-8 w ith  s t a b i l i t y  t h e r e a f t e r ;  

th e  p a t t e r n  i n  L i c h f i e l d  was th e  o p p o s i te ,  i . e .  no change up to  1807 b u t  v ery  

f a s t  thence  to  1813.

Up to  1815, th e n ,  th e  r a t e s  p a id  in  th e se  two towns w ere among th e  

h i g h e s t  o f  the  sample and a l th o u g h  th e  r a t e s  f a l l  t h e r e a f t e r  th e  w orkers  in  

L i c h f i e l d  were p a id  a t  f a i r l y  h ig h  l e v e l s .  The s c a t t e r e d  d a t a  f o r  N ew cas tle ,  

however, seems to i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  p o s t-w ar  d e c l in e  was more i n t e n s e  than  

L i c h f i e l d .

L i l l e s h a l l  r a t e s  i n  c o n t r a s t  were among th e  low es t  of th e  whole sample. 

The gap, o r  th e  la g  beh ind  th e  mean, g e t s  w id e r  as  y e a r s  go by , so t h a t  from 

b e in g  a b r e a s t  o f  th e  o th e r s  1767-7, th e  r a t e s  p a id  1819-23 w ere 25% beh ind  

th e  mean f o r  c ra f t sm e n  and 66% f o r  l a b o u re r s .  W ith in  th e s e  e n d -p o in t s  th e  

r a t e  f o r  la b o u re r s  does n o t  la g  as  f a r  beh ind  as th e  c ra f t sm e n  1788-97 and 

v i c e - v e r s a  1804-10.

1 S u th e r la n d  C o l l e c t i o n  : L i c h f i e l d  D 5 9 3 /F /1 2 /2 /1 -4 5 ,  N ew castle  D 5 9 3 /F /3 /9 /  
1-35 and L i c h f i e l d  D 5 9 3 /F /3 /5 -8 /1 -4 3  (S .R .O .) .

2 The N ew castle  l a b o u r e r s '  r a t e s  a r e  m iss in g  1808-16.
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Two much s h o r t e r  s e r i e s ,  from th e  Shrewsbury e s t a t e  a t  I n g e s t r e  and 

A l to n ,^  conc lude  t h i s  c l o s e r  look  a t  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  s e r i e s .  The coverage  

o f  th e s e  f i g u r e s  i s  p o o r ,  and a l l  a r e  p o s t-1 8 0 0 .  At I n g e s t r e  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  

r a t e  saw f a i r l y  slow p ro g re s s  up to  1814 b u t  g e n e r a l ly  m a in ta in e d  t h i s  l e v e l  

th rough  to 1828 when th e  s e r i e s  ended on a p a r  w i th  S t r a t f o r d .  P ro g re s s  f o r  

la b o u re r s  up to  1814 was e q u a l ly  slow a l th o u g h  th e  r a t e  was l e s s  a b le  to  

w i th s ta n d  th e  downward p r e s s u r e  i n  th e  e a r l y  1820s b u t  th e  r a t e  re c o v e re d  

w e l l  to  s t a b i l i s e  above th e  S t r a t f o r d  r a t e .  The few A lto n  f i g u r e s  p u t  the  

s e r i e s  on a s i m i l a r  l e v e l  to  L i c h f i e l d  and N ew castle  up to  1815, a l th o u g h  th e  

r a t e  f e l l  f a s t e r  i n  th e  immediate p o s t  war y e a r s  and th e  rem a in in g  f i v e  y e a r s  

1830-4 p la c e d  A lto n  on e x a c t ly  th e  same l e v e l  as S t r a t f o r d .

D e s p i te  the  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  i n  th e  b eh av io u r  o f  th e s e  c o n s t i t u e n t  s e r i e s

can any g e n e ra l  t r e n d s ,  o r  c o n c lu s io n s ,  be drawn?

Looking f i r s t  a t  r e l a t i v e  l e v e l s ,  th e  i d e a l  to o l  to  have used  would have

been  Spearm an 's  c o e f f i c i e n t  of rank  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  b u t  th e  problem s o f  m iss in g

d a t a  means t h a t  a much lo o s e r  a n a l y s i s ,  th rough  th e  naked eye , has to  be used .

I t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  wage r a t e s  in  N ottingham  and L e i c e s t e r  come o u t 

o f  th e  p e r io d  1800-34 much b e t t e r  th an  the  o t h e r s ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a l e v e l  one 

ran k  above them ( th e  s u p e r i o r i t y  b e in g  c l e a r e r  f o r  c ra f t sm e n  th a n  l a b o u r e r s ) .

At th e  o th e r  end of th e  s c a l e  S t r a t f o r d ,  M ilto n  and L i l l e s h a l l  r a t e s  b r in g  up 

th e  r e a r .  The S t a f f o r d s h i r e  towns come somewhere i n  be tw een , as they  keep 

w e l l  up to  th e  h i g h e s t  r a t e s  p a id ,  u n t i l  the  tu r n  o f  th e  c e n tu ry ,  when they  

tended  to  f a l l  b e h in d ,  and a f t e r  th e  war they  were n o t  as  a b le  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  

peak  l e v e l s  as  w e l l  as  N ottingham  and L e i c e s t e r ,  i n  f a c t  th ey  s t a b i l i s e d  a t  the  

same r a t e  as  S t r a t f o r d .

1 Shrewsbury C o l l e c t i o n  D240/E/263-465 ( S .R .O . ) .
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As in t e r im  c o n c lu s io n ,  on the  b a s i s  o f  th e se  b u i l d in g  w ages, would tend  

to  s u p p o r t  a c r i t i c a l  approach  to  th e  use  o f  n a t i o n a l ,  o r  co u n ty ,  wage 

in d i c e s  fo r  such an im p e r fe c t  lab o u r  m ark e t .  But more d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  

w i l l  fo l lo w  when th e  wage r a t e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l / e s t a t e  and highways la b o u r  

have been examined.

The a c t u a l  movements o f  th e s e  l e v e l s  has been  d i s c u s s e d  in  some d e t a i l  

above and the  d i v e r s i t y  o f  b eh av io u r  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r in g  the  war p r e c lu d e s ,  

f o r  th e  moment, any a t te m p t  to  b r in g  o u t  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o r  d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  

i n  the  s e r i e s .  S u f f i c e  i t  to  say t h a t  most o f  th e  r a t e s  b e f o r e  1790 r i s e  

s t e a d i l y  l i k e  th e  mean t r e n d ,  b u t  a f t e r  1815 th e  p i c t u r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t .

F ig u re  9 showed the s t e e p e r  f a l l  and p o o re r  re c o v e ry  of th e  l a b o u r e r s '  wage 

r a t e  which i s  caused p a r t l y  by th e  un ique m ain tenance  of  the  peak wage l e v e l  

a t  L e i c e s t e r  from 1813-34, and th e  re c o v e ry  a l s o  of N ottingham  and S t r a t f o r d  

c ra f t sm e n  to l e v e l  o f f ,  from the  m id-1820s, a t  t h e i r  peak r a t e .
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C h ap te r  I I I  

E s t a t e  Workers

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  be  c l e a r  from the  s t a r t  t h a t  th e  wages i n  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  a r e  tak en  from E s t a t e  r e c o rd s  and a r e  n o t  th e r e f o r e  s im ply  a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l  wages d e s p i t e  th e  s i t i n g  o f  a l l  the  e s t a t e s  in  r u r a l  a r e a s .  This  

d i s t i n c t i o n  m ight a t  f i r s t  ap p ea r  se m a n t ic ,  b u t  i t  i s  an im p o r ta n t  one 

which i s  f r e q u e n t ly  o v e r lo o k e d .  I n  a r e c e n t  a p p e a l  f o r  a t t e n t i o n  to  the  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  farm  r e c o rd s  E . J .T .  C o l l in s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e f u l l y  between:

" . . .  e s t a t e  and farm  r e c o r d s .  The e s t a t e  i s  a u n i t  

of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and on i t  th e  i n d i v id u a l  farm  i s  

a f ix e d  a s s e t  w hich th e  landowner e x p l o i t s  on ly  

i n d i r e c t l y  by h i r i n g  i t  o u t  f o r  an ag reed  r e n t .  The 

farm on th e  o th e r  hand i s  a u n i t  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p ro d u c t io n ,  d i r e c t l y  e x p l o i t e d  by an e n t re p r e n e u r  

who r i s k s  h i s  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  b u s in e s s  p r o f i t .  T he ir  

r e s p e c t i v e  r e c o rd s  r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n t  economic m otives  

and v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  forms of e x p l o i t a t i o n " . ^

A lthough Dr. C o l l in s  g iv e s  too  l i t t l e  w e ig h t  to  home farms on th e  e s t a t e s  

he does d i s t i n g u i s h  betw een a u n i t  s o l e l y  dependen t upon a g r i c u l t u r e  and th e  

more d i v e r s i f i e d  e s t a t e  of which th e  farm  could  be a p a r t .

Very few d i s c u s s io n s  o f  r u r a l  wages make t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  c l e a r  even 

though as  f a r  as  employment th rough  the  y e a r  i s  conce rned ,  i t  i s  c r u c i a l ,  

b eca u se  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  of th e  l a b o u re r s  and th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o th e r  work

" H i s t o r i c a l  Farm R e c o rd s " , A r c h iv e s , V o l .V I I ,  N o .33 (1966) p . 143.
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on the  e s t a t e  a l l e v i a t e  th e  problem s of unemployment p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  

w in te r  months.

A l l  o f  th e  wage s t a t i s t i c s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  come from e s t a t e  r e c o r d s ,  

n o t  as  a m a t te r  o f  ch o ice  b u t  because  of th e :

" . . .  a p p a re n t  d e a r th  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  farm  re c o rd s  . . .

[which even where they  e x i s t ]  . . .  a r e  u n sy s te m a tic  

and in c o m p le te ,  r e c o rd in g  o f t e n  l i t t l e  more than  

memoranda k e p t ,  l e s t  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  o r  

c i rc u m s ta n c e s  sh o u ld  be  f o r g o t t e n . . .  Thus i t  would 

seem t h a t  the  number of farm  r e c o rd s  a t  p r e s e n t  in  

r e p o s i t o r i e s  r e p r e s e n t  b u t  a p i t i f u l l y  sm a ll  p ro ­

p o r t i o n  of th e  t o t a l  which must have been k e p t " . ^

The la b o u re r s  w orking  on th e se  e s t a t e s  seem to have r e c e iv e d  l i t t l e  or

no a t t e n t i o n  from h i s t o r i a n s ,  as Chambers p o in te d  o u t  i n  a rev iew  of th e  two

main works on Landed S o c ie ty  i n  th e  18 th  and 19th c e n t u r i e s :  " S in c e  i n  th e

books rev iew ed h e r e ,  th e  la b o u re r s  a r e  n o t  c o n s id e re d  i t  would ap p ea r  t h a t

E n g l is h  landed s o c i e t y  c o n s i s t e d  of* th o se  w i th  a p r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t  in  th e

2land  and i t s  p r o d u c t s " .  This  seems doubly s t r a n g e  g iven  th e  f a c t  t h a t  the  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  of la b o u r  payments i n  the  e s t a t e  acc o u n ts  which have s u rv iv e d  

i s  u s u a l l y  so good, i n  t h a t  n o t  on ly  a r e  wages re c o rd e d ,  b u t  q u i t e  o f t e n  the  

number of days worked and i n  some ca se s  th e  k in d  o f  work b e in g  done. I t  i s  

from th e s e  lab o u r  s h e e t s  t h a t  the  a c t u a l  wage r a t e s  p a id  have been ta k e n .

The l a t e  18th and e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r i e s  seem to  be  re c o g n is e d  a s :

1  ̂ I b i d . , p p . 145-8.

2 J.D .Chambers rev iew  of " E n g l i s h  Landed s o c i e t y  i n  the  18th  c e n tu ry "  
by G.E.Mingay and " E n g l i s h  landed  s o c i e t y  i n  th e  19th c e n tu ry "  by 
F.M.L.Thompson, Economica, XXXI, (1964) p p . 330-1.
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th e  e r a  o f  the  ’ garden  p a rk '  and th e  la n d sca p e  

g a rd en in g  movement . . . [ w i t h ] . . .  i t s  t r e n d  towards a 

a g r e a t e r  deg ree  o f  o rn am e n ta t io n  and b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  

w i th i n  many p a rk s .  Mansions were r e s i t e d  and r e b u i l t ,  

la k e s  c r e a t e d ,  p l e a s u r e  grounds formed and l a r g e - s c a l e  

p l a n t a t i o n s  made. There was a l s o  an a p p a r e n t ly  c o n t r a ­

d i c t o r y  t r e n d  towards a more p r a c t i c a l  and p r o f i t a b l e  

use  o f  p a rk la n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  terms o f  a g r e a t e r  

deg ree  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s a g e " .^

F.M.L. Thompson w r i t i n g  o f  th e  19th c e n tu ry  f u r t h e r  concluded ;

" t h a t  the  g r e a t  p a r k s ,  whose m ain tenance  was p a r t  o f

th e  im posing f a b r i c  o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r e s e n c e ,

were n ev e r  in te n d e d  to  be economic p r o p o s i t i o n s  in

them selves  . . .  and the  r e a l  r e t u r n s  on th e  s e v e r a l

hundred pounds which were s p e n t  on th e  annua l upkeep
2of a p a rk  were n o t  v i s i b l e  i n  monetary te rm s" ,

and th e  consequences of t h i s  e x p e n d i tu re  were m entioned by Mingay in  

r e f e r r i n g  to  the  18th c e n tu ry  where,:

" t h e  need to  m a in ta in  p r e s t i g e  and the  p r e s s u r e  of 

s o c i a l  co n v en tio n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a l l  combined 

to  n u l l i f y  moves towards househo ld  economy . . .  t h i s  

i n a b i l i t y  to  keep down t h e i r  e x p e n d i tu re  had a t  l e a s t  

th e  happy c o r o l l a r y  o f  s u s t a i n i n g  incomes . . .  [ a s ]  . . .  

the  req u ire m en ts  of a g r e a t  house were a no t i n s i g n i f i c a n t  

f a c t o r  i n  th e  employment and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  i t s  e n v i ro n s ,  

and t h i s  was o f  im portance  i n  an  under-em ployed  c o u n t ry ­

s i d e " . ^

1 D.V.Fowkes 'N o t t in g h a m s h ire  P arks  i n  the  18th  and 19th  C e n t u r i e s '  
T ra n s a c t io n s  o f  th e  Thoronton S o c ie ty  (1967),  p . 72.

2 E n g l i s h  Landed S o c ie ty  i n  th e  19th  Century (1963 ) ,  p . 96.

3 E n g l is h  Landed S o c ie ty  i n  th e  18th C entury  (1963 ) ,  p . 161.
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I t  would seem th e r e f o r e  t h a t  th e  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  s id e  of e s t a t e  employment 

as  w e l l  as expanding in  t h i s  p e r io d  was n o t  s u b j e c t  to  th e  r i g o u r s  o f  p r o f i t  

m ax im isa tio n  in  a form al sen se  a l th o u g h  th e re  must have been some l i m i t  even 

i f  i t  was b a n k ru p tc y ,^  and t h a t  more i n t e r e s t  was b e in g  shown i n  a g r i c u l t u r e

under the  s t im u lu s  o f  " r i s i n g  (corn) p r i c e s ,  r i s i n g  r e n t s  and r i s i n g

demand".

E vidence of th e se  t r e n d s  on th e  e s t a t e s  from which wages have been 

e x t r a c t e d  i s  le g io n  f o r  example: "£6 ,612  s p e n t  on the  la k e  a lo n e  in  Clumber
3

Park  between 1774 and 1789"; p ro p o s a ls  to  " t a k e  p a r t  o f  th e  (Workshop 

Manor) p a rk  over fo r  t i l l a g e " ; ^  expans ion  of th e  home farm  a t  M il to n  in  

th e  1 7 9 0 s p l a n t i n g  o f  commercial t im ber a t  S h i f n a l l ; ^  e n c lo s u re  from 

th e  chase  a t  T ed d e s ley .^  As most of th e s e  ta s k s  ( i . e .  p a rk s  and gardens 

and e n c lo s u re  f o r  t i l l a g e  tended  to  be lab o u r  i n t e n s i v e ,  employment 

o p p o r tu n i t i e s  in c re a s e d  le a v in g  wage s t a t i s t i c s  b eh in d ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  a

rem arkab ly  e f f i c i e n t  form s i m i l a r  to  th e  example quo ted  by Thompson:

1 But even i f  th e  e s t a t e  had to be s o ld ,  th e  demand f o r  them and th e  
p r e s s u r e s  to  m a in ta in  consp icuous  consumption p a t te rn s ,  were so g r e a t ,  
i t  made i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  p u rc h a s e r  would c o n t in u e  to  behave in  a 
s i m i l a r  f a s h io n  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of h i s  p re v io u s  economic background.
See f o r  example E .L .Jo n es  ' I n d u s t r i a l  C a p i ta l  and Landed In v es tm en t:
th e  A rkw righ ts  in  H e re fo rd s h i r e  1809-1843' in  Land Labour and P o p u la t io n  

• i n  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o lu t io n  (ed) E .L .Jo n es  and G.E.Mingay (1967).

2 Fowkes, o p . c i t . , p . 72.

3 N.U.L. Ne 142.

4- S h e f f i e l d  C ity  L ib ra ry  W.197.

5 N.R.O. F i t z w i l l i a m  p ap ers  box 457.

6 Weston p a rk  e s t a t e  acco u n ts  TP 594/3 on tem porary d e p o s i t  a t  S.R.O.

7 S.R.O. D260/ M E87-97.
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"The e s t a t e  o f f i c e  (c o n ta in e d )  . . .  a head c l e r k  . . .  

a c l e r k  of works w i th  a s t a f f  of c ra f t sm e n  and 

l a b o u r e r s ,  m ainly  employed a b o u t the  c a s t l e ,  home 

farm  and o th e r  lands  i n  hand b u t  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e

f o r  some r e p a i r  work on farms in  th e  home d i s t r i c t

and t h a t  th e re  was a head f o r e s t e r ,  head k e e p e r ,

head g a rd en e r  and a b a i l i f f  managing th e  home farm

each  i n  charge  o f  a s e p a r a t e  departm en t (w ith  i t s

own) la b o u r  f o r c e " . ^

A lthough i t  cou ld  be as C o l l in s  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  " w e l l - k e p t  ( e s t a t e )  a cc o u n ts

2may have been in s p i r e d  . . .  by a keen d e s i r e  to  p r e v e n t  f ra u d "  a number of th e  

e s t a t e  acco u n ts  used h e re  a r e  o rg a n is e d  i n  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n s  thus e n a b l in g  

the  h i s t o r i a n  to  see  how th e  la b o u r  f o r c e  i s  moved abou t to  cope w i th  the  

chang ing  l e v e l s  o f  employment i n  th e  p a rk ,  g a rd e n s ,  p l a n t a t i o n  or on th e  home 

farm . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  n o t  many o f  th e s e  e s t a t e  r e c o rd s  have s u r v iv e d ,  b u t  

enough m a te r i a l  e x i s t s  from 24 e s t a t e s  in  t h i s  r e g io n  to  g iv e  an in d e x  w ith

a mean of s i x  o r  seven  o b s e rv a t io n s  p e r  y e a r .

The labou r  f o r c e  c o n s id e re d  in  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  n o t  on ly  t h e r e f o r e  

employed i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  i n  a w ide v a r i e t y  o f  jo b s  on th e  e s t a t e  f o r

w hich the  r a t e s  o f  pay , f o r  th e  o rd in a ry  la b o u re r  as  opposed to  th e  cowman,

sh epherd  o r  ploughman, a r e  v e ry  s i m i l a r .

As w ith  th e  c h a p te r  on b u i l d in g  i t  i s  th e  d a i ly  wage r a t e  which has 

been  c o l l e c t e d ,  b u t  u n l ik e  th e  b u i l d e r s  (or road  la b o u re r s  f o r  t h a t  m a t te r )  

th e r e  a r e  many d i f f e r e n t  ways in  which th e se  r a t e s  a r e  p a id ,  and i t  i s  n o t

s im ply  a summer and a w in te r  r a t e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  b u t  a whole h o s t  o f  v a r i a t i o n s

1 Thompson, o p . c i t . , p . 169.

2 C o l l i n s ,  o p .c i t . , p . 146.
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ra n g in g  from the  same r a t e  a l l  th rough  th e  y e a r  to  th e  payment of f i v e  

d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  i n  th e  same y e a r  on th e  S to n e le ig h  e s t a t e  i n  W arw icksh ire  i n  

1765.^  F o r tu n a t e ly  th e  e x i s t e n c e  of th e  la b o u r  s h e e t s  (w hether w eek ly ,  

f o r t n i g h t l y  o r  monthly) p e rm i ts  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  changes, i n  th e  r a t e  so 

t h a t  i n  th e  c a se  o f  S to n e le ig h  quo ted  above i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to  p ic k  o u t  f o r  

how long th e  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  were p a id :  18 weeks @ l i d ,  9 (§ 12d, 8 @ 17d,

4 @ 14d and 13 @ lOd. A y e a r l y  ave rage  i s  then  ta k en  i n  o rd e r  to  g e t  a b a s i s

f o r  com parison a c ro s s  th e  r e g io n  as a w hole.

These r a t e s  w i th in  th e  y e a r  have n o t  been  com ple te ly  f o r g o t t e n  because  

they  can g ive  a c lu e  as to  when e x a c t ly  the  r a t e  changes from y e a r  to  y e a r  b u t  

b e fo r e  p la c in g  too much economic w e ig h t on th e  re a so n s  f o r  the  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s

w i th i n  any one y e a r  i t  i s  w orth  b e a r in g  in  mind t h a t :

"wages were n o t  w ho lly  s u b j e c t  to  e i t h e r  f r e e

c o m p e t i t io n  o r  to  any i r o n  law o f  s u b s i s t e n c e ;  they

were governed f a r  more by th e  custom of th e  l o c a l i t y

and marked d i f f e r e n c e s  were observed  in  wages p a id

i n  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n t ry  s e p a ra te d  by co m p ara t iv e ly  
2s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s " .

a c o n c lu s io n  confirm ed by J .D .M a rs h a l l  w orking  on L a n c a s h ire  wages i n  th e  

e a r l y  19th c e n tu ry  " I t  shou ld  be  borne  in  mind t h a t  wages, e s p e c i a l l y  in  

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  can be in f lu e n c e d  by custom and t r a d i t i o n .  Such in f l u e n c e s  f a l l  

w i th in  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  th e  s o c i o l o g i s t  b u t  th e  r e g io n a l  h i s t o r i a n  has  to  ta k e
3

acco u n t o f  them".

The in f lu e n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  n o t i c e a b l e  i n  th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  

where on many e s t a t e s  wages a r e  p a id  by th e  q u a r t e r ,  w i th  th e  summer q u a r t e r

1 S .B .T . DR/18 s e r i e s  B, p . 14,
2 J .D.Chambers N o tt in g h am sh ire  in  th e  18th  Century  (2nd e d i t i o n  1966), p . 281,

3 'The L a n c a s h ire  R ura l L aboure r  in  the  E a r ly  19th  C e n tu r y ' ,  T ra n s a c t io n s
of th e  L a n c a sh ire  and C h esh ire  A n t iq u a r ia n  S o c ie ty ,  Vol.LXXI (1961) p . 105.
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from  J u ly  to  e a r l y  O ctober b e in g  h ig h e r  than  th e  r e s t  of th e  y e a r .  I t  i s  

ve ry  c l e a r  however t h a t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  g e n e r a l ly  d ie s  o u t  ( c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h i s  

sample) i n  th e  19th ce n tu ry  when th e  most common form o f payment i s  t h a t  of 

a s i n g l e  r a t e  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r ,  b u t  more w i l l  be s a id  ab o u t t h i s  l a t e r .

To some e x t e n t  then  th e  mean in d ex  and th e  component s e r i e s  a r e  a r t i f i c i a l  in  

th e  s e n se  t h a t  th ey  a r e  n o t  th e  a c t u a l  r a t e s  p a id  b u t  a y e a r l y  av e ra g e  r a t e ;  

t h i s  approach  i s  however n e c e ss a ry  to  g e t  th e  s e r i e s  i n t o  some common form to  

f a c i l i t a t e  com parison .

I I

The mean in d ex  f o r  e s t a t e  l a b o u re r s  i s  p r e s e n te d  as F ig u re  14 and i n d i c a t e s  

th e  fo l lo w in g  main t r e n d s

(a) a s te a d y  in c r e a s e  o f  0 .7  p e r  c e n t  p . a .  from 1750-1790,^

2(b) a p e r io d  of much q u ic k e r  i n c r e a s e  of 2 .8  p e r  c e n t  from

1790 to  a peak in  1814 b u t  w i th  a check in  th e  e a r l y  1800s
«

due p o s s ib ly  to  th e  ' . . .  backwash o f  serv icem en  se e k in g
3work d u r in g  th e  . . .  Peace o f  Amiens’ and

(c) a p e r io d  of d e c l in e  down to  1834 o f  0 .9  p e r  c e n t  p . a .  w i th

a v e ry  d i s t i n c t  trough  in  th e  y e a r s  1822-23 from which th e re  

i s  some reco v e ry  t h e r e a f t e r  b u t  on a d e c l in in g  t r e n d .^

F ig u re  1'5 shows th e  c o - e f f i c i e n t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  f o r  th e  e s t a t e  l a b o u re r s  

s e r i e s  on the  b a s i s  o f  s i x  o r  seven  o b s e rv a t io n s  a y e a r  (ab o u t th e  same as

1 D i s t i n c t l y  s low er than  e i t h e r  b u i l d in g  c ra f tsm en  and la b o u re r s  o r  h ig h ­
ways w o rk e r s .

2 About th e  same r a t e  of i n c r e a s e  as  highways b u t  f a s t e r  th an  b u i l d e r s .

3 E .L .Jo n es  'The A g r i c u l t u r a l  Labour M arket i n  England, 1 7 9 3 -1 8 7 2 ',  EcHR,
2nd s e r i e s .  Vol. XVIII, N o .2 (1964), p . 325.

4 This d e c l in in g  t r e n d  from the  1820s i s  a l s o  e v id e n t  i n  the  highways
s e r i e s  -  i t  i s  l e s s  e v id e n t  f o r  th e  b u i l d in g  s e r i e s .
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th e  b u i l d in g  s e r i e s )  and, b e a r in g  in  mind th e  w arn ings  g iv e n  ab o v e ,^  the  

s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t i o n  o f  th e  r a t e s  av e rag es  abou t 10 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  mean index .  

As i t  s ta n d s  t h i s  v a r i a t i o n  i s  much s m a l le r  than  th e  o th e r  two u n s k i l l e d  

s e r i e s  ( b u i ld in g  and highways l a b o u re r s )  b u t  no t q u i t e  as sm a ll  a s  th e  b u i l d ­

in g  c r a f t s m e n 's ;  and th e  l a r g e r  v a r i a t i o n s  from th e  mid-1790s to  ab o u t 1810 

were caused  by the  p e r s i s t e n t  f a i l u r e  of some r a t e s  to  r i s e  u n t i l  w e l l  i n t o  

th e  1800s ( e .g .  M il to n ,  G ra f to n  P a c k in g to n ,  T eddesley  and C h i l l in g t o n )

w h i l s t  o th e r s  r i s e  from th e  1790s ( e .g .  A q u a la te ,  R u f fo rd ,  G o n a ls to n  and

2S h i t n a l l ) .  A l l  i n  a l l  th e  c o n c lu s io n  of th e  l a s t  c h a p te r  a p p l i e s  h e re :  

th e  mean in d ex  i s  n o t  h o p e le s s ly  i n v a l i d  b ecau se  o f  v e ry  wide v a r i a t i o n s .  

U n fo r tu n a te ly  the  e s t a t e  la b o u re r s  s e r i e s  i s  n o t  underp inned  by any f u l l  

s e r i e s ,  as  was the  b u i l d e r s  in d ex  o f  th e  l a s t  c h a p te r ;  i n s t e a d  i t  i s  r a t h e r  

l i k e  a patchw ork  q u i l t  from which some g e n e ra l  a n a l y s i s  o f  l e v e l s  and t re n d s  

w i l l  be  a t te m p te d  on a county  by county  b a s i s .

I l l

The s e r i e s  f o r  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  a r e  e a s i l y  th e  w o rs t  i n  terms o f

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  w ith  o n ly  i s o l a t e d  o b s e rv a t io n s  and two s h o r t  runs  o f  wages.

The rea so n s  f o r  t h i s  p a u c i ty  o f  d a ta  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d  a l th o u g h  i t  may

be t h a t  th e r e  were a s m a l le r  number o f  e s t a t e s  i n  t h i s  co u n ty ,  compared w ith

3the  o th e r  m idland  c o u n t i e s .

1 p .  72.
2 I b i d .

D. M il l s  Landownership and R ura l P o p u la t io n  w i th  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  to 
L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  i n  th e  m id -1 9 th  c e n tu ry .  (U npublished  PhD t h e s i s  L e i c e s t e r  
1963), p . 150.
In  a t a b le  o f  c o u n t ie s  ranked  in  o rd e r  o f  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t o t a l  a r e a  
which was occup ied  by e s t a t e s  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  came 27 th  o u t  of 40 w ith  
o n ly  19%; of o th e r  c o u n t ie s  covered  in  t h i s  su rvey  N o tt in g h a m sh ire  came 
3rd  (38%), S t a f f o r d s h i r e  8 th  (31%), N o rtham ptonsh ire  9 th  (30%) and 
W arw ickshire  17th (24%). Thompson, o p .c i t . , p . 32. This  o r d e r in g  was 
confirm ed by th e  number o f  e s t a t e  wage o b s e rv a t io n s  found f o r  each county,



9 6

D e sp i te  a f a i r l y  low w in te r  r a t e  (lOd) th e  s h o r t  s e r i e s  f o r  S ta u n to n

H arold^  has a f a i r l y  good y e a r l y  av e rag e  as a consequence of a h ig h  hay and

h a r v e s t  wage r a t e .  I n  common w ith  s e v e r a l  o th e r  p la c e s  th e  wage r a t e  began

to  r i s e  i n  th e  l a t e  1770s, and i n  1783 when th e  s e r i e s  ends i t  i s  th e  h ig h e s t

r a t e  p a id  a t  15d ( th e  mean was 1 3 . 9 d ) . The on ly  o th e r  o b s e r v a t io n s  a r e  f o r

th e  y e a r s  1828-30 (when payments were by a common an n u a l r a t e )  and were

s l i g h t l y  above th e  mean. The only  o th e r  ru n  o f  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  a t  

2S ta n fo rd  ( in  th e  f a r  so u th  o f  th e  county  n e a r  Rugby) from 1750-9 where one 

of the  lo w es t  r a t e s  was p a id .  The av e rag e  h e re  i s  made up o f  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  

o f  th e  y e a r  a t  8d and th e  o th e r  q u a r t e r  double  t h i s  a t  16dl

The fo u r  rem ain ing  o b s e rv a t io n s  have one th in g  in  common: t h a t  they

3a l l  tended  to  be above the  r e g io n a l  mean. At Loughborough i n  1764-7 and 

1775 th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e s  o f  the  whole sample were p a id  in  th e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  

y e a r s  w i th  a v e ry  h igh  n o n -h a rv e s t  r a t e  as  th e  c a u se .  The r a t e s  a t  Croxton 

Lodge^ i n  1792 lay  above th e  mean, thanks m ain ly  to  a h ig h  r a t e  f o r  the
* 5

h a r v e s t  q u a r t e r .  Wage r a t e s  a t  B u r le ig h  House 1800-01 were w e l l  above the  

mean and were h ig h e s t  o f  a l l  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  N o tt in g h am sh ire  e s t a t e  o f  

S t r e l l e y  which were ex trem ely  c lo s e  to  Nottingham  i t s e l f ;  b u t  by 1812 when 

a n o th e r  r a t e  was found v e ry  l i t t l e  change had taken  p la c e  so t h a t  B u r le ig h  

had f a l l e n  beh ind  the  mean and was only  j u s t  above such low r a t e s  as T eddesley  

and S h i f n a l l .  F i n a l l y  a t  Beaumanor^ i n  1833-4 th e  r a t e  p a id  was j u s t  above 

the  mean.

1 F e r r e r s  MSS 26DS3 2465/6 (L.M.)

2 Braye MSS u n c l a s s i f i e d  vouchers  Box I I I  (L.M.)

3 R ecto ry  payments DE667/70 (L .R .O .)

4 Home Farm payments DE814/3 (L .R .O .)

5 F inch  MSS DG7/1-43 (L .R .O .)

6 H e r r ic k  MSS DG9/2054 (L .R .O .)
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There  i s  b e t t e r  coverage  f o r  N o tt in g h a m sh ire  a l th o u g h  even h e r e  the  

s e r i e s  tend  to  be somewhat haphazard  i n  t h e i r  c o v e ra g e .

The coverage  o f  th e  y e a r s  1750-80 i s  e s p e c i a l l y  good w i th  f i v e  o r  s i x

1 2o v e r la p p in g  s e r i e s  i n  which two e s t a t e s  ( a t  R uffo rd  and N orth  W heatley ) 

th e  r a t e s  p a id  lagged  beh ind  th e  r e s t  a t  a l l  tim es o f  th e  y e a r  ( i . e .  n o t  j u s t  

i n  the  w in te r  or h a r v e s t )  and showed h a rd ly  any change between 1750 and 1775. 

Whereas the  o th e r  r a t e s  ( a t  Welbeck^ S e r lb y ^  Thorney^ and S t r e l l e y ^ )  s t a r t e d  

a t  a h ig h e r  l e v e l  i n  1750 and moved even h ig h e r  from th e  l a t e r  1760s so t h a t  

they  were th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e s  i n  th e  r e g io n .  These s e r i e s  began to  p e t e r  o u t  

i n  th e  1770s a l th o u g h  a t  Welbeck th e r e  i s  ev id en ce  of an  in c r e a s e  i n  th e  r a t e  

i n  1775-6 as th e r e  was a t  S tau n to n  H arold  i n  L e i c e s t e r .

There i s  a gap from 1779-1793 when no r a t e s  were found, b u t  t h e r e  a re  

some S t r e l l e y  and P o r t l a n d  r a t e s  i n  th e  1790s. At th e  form er (on ly  a few 

r a t e s  o u t s id e  Nottingham  i t s e l f )  by f a r  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e  (20d) i n  th e  r e g io n  

was p a id  in  1793-5 whereas a t  Welbeck in  1795 on ly  17d was p a id  a f t e r  they 

had bo th  p a id  14d in  1776. In  f a c t  th e  Welbeck r a t e  r o s e  o n ly  to 18d f o r  

the  r e s t  o f  th e  1790s b u t  jumped to  24d ( th e  same as S t r e l l e y )  betw een 1800 

and 1801 -  b o th  o f  th e se  r a t e s  b e in g  f a r  i n  excess  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  r e g io n .

From  1806-34 th e r e  i s  much b e t t e r  coverage  and some agreem ent as  to  th e  

peak r a t e  o f  30d p a id  a t  R u ffo rd  (1814) G onals ton^  (1810-15) and Welbeck (1814)

1 S a v i l e  MSS. DDSR 206-211 (N .R .O .) .

2 M idd le ton  MSS. Mi Av 226 (N .U .L .) .

3 P o r t la n d  MSS. DD5P 1-150 (N .R .O .) .

4 Galway MSS. 12 ,375/385 (N .U .L .) .

5 N e v ile  MSS. DDN213/5 (N .R .O .) .

6 Edge MSS. DDEl/1-37 (N .R .O .) .

7 F r a n c k l in  MSS. DDF 1/122 (N .R .O .) .



9 8

and as such i s  th e  h ig h e s t  peak i n  th e  r e g io n  w ith  th e  s i n g l e  e x c e p t io n  

o f  A l to n  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e .  The r a t e  p a id  a t  R u ffo rd  showed no ev id en ce  o f  

th e  la g  t h a t  was n o t i c e d  b e fo re  1770 a f a c t  which could  be e x p la in e d  by th e  

i n t e r e s t  i n  commercial t im ber  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  improvement on th e  e s t a t e  in  

th e  l a t e  18th c e n tu r y .^

The p o s t-w a r  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  N o tt in g h a m sh ire  m atches th e  mean in d e x  w ith

f a i r l y  sharp  f a l l s  i n  1815-16 down to  th e  1823 trough  b u t  th e  r a t e s  them selves

2rem ain above the  mean l e v e l  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  Clumber and a p a r t i c u l a r l y  

sharp  f a l l  a t  G ona ls ton  between 1821-2.

I n  th e  re c o v e ry  a f t e r  1823 th e  G onals ton  s e r i e s  never  o v e r to o k  th e  mean,

3a l th o u g h  by 1834 i t  was a b o u t e q u a l  to  i t ,  w hereas th e  s e r i e s  f o r  Worksop

p ro v id e d  by f a r  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e  i n  the  sample b e in g  abou t 20% h ig h e r  than

the  mean (and th e r e f o r e  a l s o  G onals ton  i n  th e  same c o u n ty ) .  One f i n a l  

o b s e r v a t io n  f o r  S t r e l l e y  in  1833 of  23d was a l s o  above the  mean and on a p a r

w i th  th e  h ig h e r  r a t e s  p a id  i n  N orth  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  a t  A lto n  and Trentham.

In  N ortham ptonsh ire  th e r e  a r e  two f a i r l y  f u l l  s e r i e s  from G ra f to n ^  and 

M ilton^  co v e r in g  most o f  th e  p e r io d  and th r e e  much s h o r t e r  ones .  Comparing 

th e  two main s e r i e s  i t  i s  most n o t i c e a b l e  t h a t  they  were v e ry  c lo s e  to g e th e r  

from 1780-1810, when they  were j u s t  on th e  mean l e v e l .  However, b e f o r e  1780 

the  wage r a t e  p a id  a t  G ra f to n  was one of th e  lo w es t  r a t e s  o f  a l l ,  and a f t e r  

1815 t h i s  gap i s  even w id e r  when th e  r a t e  was f a r  below th e  mean p o s s i b ly  due

1 Fowkes, o p . c i t . , p . 80 and 84.

2 N ew castle  MSS. Ne A 444/1  (N .U .L .) .

3- A rundle  C a s t l e  MSS. W 114-8 ( S h e f f i e l d  P u b l ic  L ib ra ry )

4 W akefie ld  MSS G2580-6; 1211 A-G (Northampton R .O .) .

5 F i t z w i l l i a m  MSS. M isc e l la n e o u s  Vouchers -  Boxes 1-188 (Northampton R.O.)
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to  th e  la rg e  number of roundsmen who appear  on th e  b i l l s . ^  At M il to n  th e n ,

an e s t a t e  on the  o u t s k i r t s  o f  P e te rb o ro u g h ,  th e  wage r a t e s  p a id  showed up

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  a f t e r  1815 whereas a t  G ra f to n  in  the  s o u th  th e  lo w es t  r a t e s

of a l l  th e  e s t a t e s  were p a id  from 1819-34. Of th e  o th e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  Canon’ s 
2

Ashby p a id  a r e l a t i v e l y  low r a t e  i n  th e  l a t e r  1780s b u t  t h i s  changed r a p i d l y

in  th e  e a r l y  1790s to  abou t th e  same l e v e l  as M ilto n  and G ra f to n  by 1795.

3At B r ig s to c k  where on ly  th r e e  o b s e rv a t io n s  were found 1763-5, a lm o s t  e x a c t ly  

th e  mean r a t e  was p a id  whereas as Bulwick^ from 1776-80 a s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r  r a t e  

was p a id  than  the  o th e r  N ortham ptonsh ire  s e r i e s .

The wage s e r i e s  f o r  W arw ickshire  a l th o u g h  made up o f  f i v e  components do 

e x h i b i t  some r e g u l a r i t y  o f  b eh av io u r  up to  1815 ( a f t e r  which th e r e  were only  

a few o b s e rv a t io n s  from S to n e le ig h ^ )  in  t h a t  th e re  seems to  have been  th r e e  

’ jum ps' i n  th e  r a t e :  th e  l a t e r  1770s, l a t e r  1790s and l a t e r  1800s b u t  i n

between th e re  was a l e v e l l i n g  o f f .  The e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  1780s and 1790s 

i s  e s p e c i a l l y  n o t i c e a b l e  w i th  a lm os t no in c r e a s e  re c o rd e d ,  u n l ik e  Northampton­

s h i r e  and N o tt in g h a m sh ire ;  t h i s  i n e v i t a b l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  r a t e  jumping 

ahead of th e  mean b u t  th e n  f a l l i n g  beh ind  as th e  o th e r  r a t e s  moved s low ly  

upwards, i n  f a c t  d u r in g  th e  1780s th e se  r a t e s  were among th e  h i g h e s t  p a id  b u t  

t h e i r  s t a b i l i t y  meant t h a t  by th e  1800s they w ere some of th e  lo w e s t ,  u n t i l  

th e  sharp  in c r e a s e  i n  1809-10 r e s u l t e d  in  a h ig h  peak r a t e .

1 A lthough t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  would be c h a l le n g e d  by Blaug who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
th e  c a u s a t io n  ra n  th e  o th e r  way, i . e .  wages t h a t  were a l r e a d y  low 
in d i c a t e d  a s u rp lu s  o f  la b o u r  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  th e  roundsman system , see
M. Blaug 'The myth o f  th e  o ld  poor law and th e  making o f  th e  new’ , J.EcH, 
V ol.X X III ,  N o .2 (1963), p . 169.

2 Dryden MSS D. CA 312-23 (N’ ton  R .O .) .

3_ Maxwell MSS (u n ca ta lo g u ed )  (N’ ton  R .O .) .

4 ■ Tryon MSS. VII 619a -  623 (N’ ton  R .O .) .

5 Leigh c o l l e c t i o n  D R 18/385/Series  B /P /3 -5  (S.B.T. ) .



1 0 0

1 2The r a t e s  p a id  a t  P a c k in g to n  and Ragley (a l th o u g h  in  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  

p a r t s  o f  th e  co u n try )  were a lm o s t  i d e n t i c a l  where they  o v e r la p  (1775-95) 

and they  were among th e  h i g h e s t  r a t e s  p a id .  But th e  v e ry  long  p e r io d s  o f  

s t a b i l i t y  a t  P ack in g to n  meant t h a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  was on ly  r e t a i n e d  a f t e r  th e  

sh a rp  i n c r e a s e  o f  62% i n  th e  r a t e  between 1808 and 1812. At S to n e le ig h  in  

th e  1760s some v e ry  h igh  r a t e s  were p a id  b u t  u n f o r tu n a t e ly  t h i s  s e r i e s  p e t e r s  

o u t  u n t i l  a f t e r  1815 when th e  o p p o s i te  was th e  c a s e :  t h a t  th e  r a t e  was below

the  mean e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  trough  of  th e  d e p re s s io n  i n  1823 when on ly  G ra f to n  

p a id  l e s s .  T h e r e a f t e r  th e  r a t e  reco v e re d  s l i g h t l y  to  end i n  1834 a t  abou t 

th e  mean l e v e l .

The p a t t e r n  of s t a b i l i t y  i n  th e  1800s fo l lo w ed  by a sh a rp  r i s e  around

31810 i s  confirm ed  by th e  e x p e r ie n c e  a t  E t t i n g t o n  which jumped 40% between 

1809 and 1810. And in  a s i m i l a r  f a s h io n  wages a t  C o le s h i l l ^  r o s e  s h a rp ly  

between 1799 and 1801.

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  e s t a t e  wage s e r i e s  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  i s  r a t h e r  

p e c u l i a r  i n  t h a t  th e  b u lk  of th e  s e r i e s  cover th e  p e r io d  a f t e r  1800 w i th  on ly  

s c a t t e r e d  o b s e rv a t io n s  b e fo re  th e n ;  as  w i th  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

to  know why t h i s  shou ld  be so a l th o u g h  th e  mergence o f  th e  county  * . . .  from 

a s t a t e  of b a rb a r i s m ’ ^ and i t s  r i s e  to  im portance  w i th i n  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  

M idlands i n  th e  e a r l y  19 th  c e n tu ry  could  acco u n t f o r  th e  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  

keep ing  e s t a t e  r e c o r d s .  I t  seems too  much o f  a c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  th e  b u lk  of

1 A y le s fo rd  p ap e rs  h e ld  i n  p r i v a t e  hands a t  P a c k in g to n  H a l l  S he lves  32-49 . 
Weekly la b o u r  books 1760-1814.

2 Seymour MSS. CR114A/202 (W.R.O.).

3^ S h i r l e y  MSS. CR229/64 (W.R.O.).

4 P le y d e l l -B o u v e r ie s  C o l l e c t io n  547 6 /E 2 5 /V o l.19 (B e rk s h ire  R .O .) .

5 G enera l View of th e  a g r i c u l t u r e  of S t a f f o r d ,  W illiam  P i t t  (1796) p . 146.
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th e  e s t a t e  re c o rd s  in  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  shou ld  come from th e  e a r l y  19 th  c e n tu ry  

onwards p u re ly  because  of t h e i r  lo s s  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  b e f o r e  1800.

The r a t e s  from B l i t h f i e l d ^  w ere f ix e d  from 1767-80 which i s  s l i g h t l y

u n u su a l  i n  t h a t  the  o th e r  s e r i e s  showed ev id en ce  of an i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  1770s,

le a v in g  t h i s  s e r i e s  beh in d  b u t  as i t  th e n  p e t e r s  o u t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  know

w hether  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  may have fo llow ed  i n  th e  1780s. A p a r t  from t h i s

2e s t a t e  only  the  C h i l l i n g t o n  s e r i e s  o f f e r s  any 18th  c e n tu ry  ev id en ce  and 

th e  i n d i c a t i o n  h e re  i s  t h a t  the  r a t e  p a id  was a b o u t th e  same as t h a t  in  

W arw ickshire  b u t  w e l l  above th e  Northampton l e v e l s .

A f te r  1800 th e re  i s  wage ev id en ce  from a l l  p a r t s  of S t a f f o r d s h i r e  and

t h i s  to  some e x t e n t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  wide v a r i a t i o n  i n  wage l e v e l s  and

3p a t t e r n s  o f  change. As m ight be ex p ec ted  th e  s e r i e s  f o r  A l to n ,  i n  the  

n o r th  o f  the  county  q u i t e  c lo s e  to  th e  D erb y sh ire  b o r d e r ,  was e x tre m e ly  h ig h  

and shows ev idence  of in c r e a s e  th ro u g h o u t th e  1800s i n  c o n t r a s t  to  many o th e r  

s e r i e s  which only  r o s e  s h a rp ly  from 1809 o r  1810. A lthough  th e  r a t e  f e l l  

s t e e p l y  to  1823 i t  r eco v e re d  to  leV el o f f  ahead o f  th e  o th e r  s e r i e s  a c ro s s  

the  whole r e g io n  by 1834. A d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t  to  t h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  in c r e a s e  in  

the  1800s i s  o f f e r e d  by th e  r a t e s  from T e d d e s le y ,^  which rem ained e x a c t ly  

th e  same from 1799 to  1811 thus  f a l l i n g  way beh in d  th e  mean, to  a l e v e l  o f  

ab o u t h a l f  o f  th e  N o tt in g h am sh ire  r a t e s ' .  But w i t h i n  two y e a r s  th e  r a t e  

in c re a s e d  by 33% to  re a c h  a peak i n  1813, which a l th o u g h  low by th e  s ta n d a rd s  

o f  th e  whole sam ple, i s  m a in ta in e d  u n t i l  th e  f a l l  to  1823. The rem a in in g  

o b s e rv a t io n s  1830-4 p la c e d  th e  e s t a t e  e x a c t ly  on the  mean g iv in g  th e  

im p re s s io n  t h a t  th e  r a t e  h e re  was much l e s s  v o l a t i l e  than  say A l to n .  A

1- Bagot MSS. D 1721/F/61-6 (S .R .O .) .

2 G i f fo rd  MSS. D590/645-50 (S .R .O .) .

3 Shrewsbury MSS. D 240/E/463-72 (S .R .O .) .

4 H a th e r to n  MSS. D260/M/E/87-97 (S .R .O .) .



1 0 2

s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  o f  v e ry  l i t t l e  change may be n o t i c e d  a l s o  a t  A q u a la te^

2where the  r a t e  rem ained th e  same from 1808-21, and S h i f n a l l  where th e  

r a t e  was th e  same from 1809-22.

There a r e  thus  two p a t t e r n s  in  the  s e r i e s  which c ro s s  the  o v e r a l l  peak 

i n  1814, one showing v e ry  l i t t l e  change and, i n  c o n t r a s t ,  one which r o s e  

s t e a d i l y  to  1814 or 1815 and f e l l  t h e r e a f t e r .

3A few o b s e rv a t io n s  from M il lw ich ,  v e ry  c lo s e  to  th e  A lto n  e s t a t e  and 

a l s o  n e a r  to  th e  p o t t e r i e s ,  showed a v e ry  h ig h  r a t e  1798-1803 b u t  th e r e  

fo llo w ed  a gap w ith  only  two o b s e rv a t io n s  t h e r e a f t e r  i n  1817-18 showing a 

s te e p  f a l l  which makes i t  seem l i k e l y  t h a t  th e r e  was a l s o  a s te e p  r i s e  up 

to  1815 -  a l th o u g h  t h i s  i s  h ig h ly  s p e c u la t i v e .

There a r e  two f u r t h e r  s e r i e s ,  one a t  I n g e s t r e ^  from 1819 showing th e  

u s u a l  f a l l  to  1822-3 w ith  a s l i g h t  r e c o v e ry  t h e r e a f t e r  b u t  a f u r t h e r  f a l l  

by 1834 -  to  the  low es t l e v e l  of a l l ;  and one a t  Trentham^, l i t e r a l l y  on 

th e  p o t t e r i e s  d o o rs te p  which showed a h ig h e r  l e v e l  and a much s h a l lo w e r  f a l l  

than  a l l  th e  r e s t  in  the  1820s.

When the  e f f o r t  to  make any sen se  o f  a l l  th e se  changes i s  made, th e  

 ̂ words o f  Derek R^obinson s p r in g  e a s i l y  to  mind; ' I f  L.L.Ms ( l o c a l  la b o u r

m arke ts )  a r e  to  be d e s c r ib e d  in  one word they  a r e  c h a o t i c .  I f  i n  two w ords,  

they a r e  "b loody  c h a o t i c " .  D e s p i te  th e  c u r r e n t  e a s in g  o f  c e n s o r s h ip ,  th e

1 Home Farm Labour books D1788/143-195.

2 B rad fo rd  C o l l e c t io n  TP594 (h e ld  i n  p r i v a t e  hands a t  Weston H a l l ,  S t a f f s )

3 Vernon MSS. D1826/41. (S .R .O .) .

4 Shrewsbury MSS. D 240/E/346-53. (S .R .O .) .

5 S u th e r la n d  MSS. D 593/L /6 /21-16 (S .R .O .) .
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e d i t o r  r e f u s e s  to  a l lo w  me to  d e s c r ib e  them i n  th r e e  w o rd s ’ .^  The 

d i v e r s i t y  o f  b eh av io u r  encompasses th e  wage l e v e l s ,  r a t e s  o f  change r a t e s  

w i th in  th e  y e a r s ,  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  im pact o f  th e  war w i th  i t s  

c o n f l i c t i n g  demands on the  economy p ro d u c in g  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  re sp o n s e s  

on th e  e s t a t e s .  Once th e  war i s  o v e r ,  however, th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r a t e s  

b eg in s  to  s e t t l e  down a t  a l e v e l  a t  l e a s t  50% above t h a t  i n  1790 and even

though th e r e  a r e  e s t a t e s  which seem to  la g  beh in d  (G ra f to n ,  I n g e s t r e ,

A q u a la te ,  e t c . )  the  r a t e s  betw een 22d and 24d were a f a i r l y  good i n d i c a t i o n  

of wages i n  th e se  few c o u n t r i e s .

W ith in  th e  r e g io n  as a whole th e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  of th e  s e r i e s  do n o t  

p e rm i t  any more th an  g e n e ra l  comment on r a n k in g s ;  b u t  r a t e s  i n  N o tt in g h a m sh ire  

and L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  (where they  e x i s t )  g e n e r a l ly  seem to  be amongst th e  h ig h e s t .  

(But even h e re  th e r e  a r e  th e  ex trem ely  low r a t e s  to  acc o u n t  f o r  a t  R u ffo rd  

and N orth  W heatley down to  th e  1770s) .  There i s  some s i m i l a r i t y  betw een th e  

e s t a t e s  a t  M il to n ,  G ra f to n ,  P ack in g to n  and S to n e le ig h  which p a id  r a t e s  which 

were above average  u n t i l  th e  1790s, when t h e i r  ’ s t i c k i n e s s '  meant t h a t  they  

s l ip p e d  beh ind  some of th e  h ig h e r  r a t e s ,  a l th o u g h  th e  gap was c lo s e d  a g a in  

l a t e r  as  t h e i r  r a t e s  in c re a s e d  towards 1814. A f te r  th e  war th e  g e n e ra l

e x p e r ie n c e  was mixed b u t  th e  t rough  of 1822-3 was common to  a l l  th e  s e r i e s

and re c o v e ry  t h e r e a f t e r  seemed to  be towards a d e c l i n in g  t r e n d .

The ra n k in g s  then  o f  th e s e  e s t a t e  wage r a t e s  a r e  much more d i f f i c u l t  

to  h a n d le ,  b a s i c a l l y  because  of th e  w id e ly  v a ry in g  re sp o n se  which was 

produced by the  war, and in  p a r t i c u l a r  by th e  lo n g -d e la y e d  re sp o n se  on some 

e s t a t e s  to  th e  changing  economic c o n d i t io n s .

1 D Robinson, 'Myths o f  th e  Local Labour M a rk e t ' ,  P e r s o n n e l , Nov. 1967, 
p . 39.
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C hap ter  IV 

ROAD LABOURERS

The wage s e r i e s  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  a r e  based  o n . th e  acco u n ts  o f  th e

Highways Surveyors  who w ere r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  th e  upkeep o f  p u b l i c  highways

w i th i n  t h e i r  p a r i s h e s  from 1555 down to  1835. The 16th  c e n tu ry  l e g i s l a t i o n ^

made road  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  ’ . . .  an e n t i r e l y  l o c a l  s e r v i c e .  The a n c i e n t  common

law o b l i g a t i o n ,  descended from th e  t r i n o d a  n é c e s s i t a s  was, f o r  th e  f i r s t

t im e , d e f i n i t e l y  a l l o c a t e d  among th e  s e v e r a l  p a r t i e s ,  and the  p ro ced u re  to

2be fo l lo w ed  was p e re m p to r i ly  l a i d  down' .  The o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  whereby a 

su rv ey o r  was e l e c t e d  to  s e rv e  g r a t u i t o u s l y  f o r  a y e a r ,  rem ained  s t a b l e  b u t  

the  im p lem en ta t io n  of th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  changed from a system  based  w ho lly  on 

unpaid  s e r v i c e s  re n d e re d  by s u p p l i e r s  o f  g r a v e l ,  h o rs e s  and c a r t s ,  and manual 

l a b o u r ,  to  one supplem ented  by th e  cash  nexus , so t h a t  by th e  m idd le  of the  

18 th  c e n tu r y ,  the  perfo rm ance  o f  team du ty  and s t a t u t e  la b o u r  seem to have 

been  e i t h e r  commuted to  some a r b i t r a r y  payment, o r  sim ply  ig n o re d ,  depending  

on the  p o s i t i o n  and d i l i g e n c e  of th e  su rv e y o r .

3The d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h i s  system  a re  w e l l  known and to g e th e r  w i th  th e

expanding  t r a f f i c  o f  th e  17th  and 18 th  c e n t u r i e s  le d  to  th e  much-documented

r i s e  o f  th e  tu rn p ik e  t r u s t  on many of the  more im p o r ta n t  r o u t e s .  However,

i t  i s  w orth  p o in t in g  o u t  t h a t  i n  1820 on ly  16 .7  p e r  c e n t  of th e  t o t a l  le n g th

o f  re c o g n is e d  p u b l i c  highway was under tu rn p ik e  c o n t r o l  and t h a t  th e  an n u a l

e x p e n d i tu re  of p a r i s h  su rv e y o rs  was i n  excess  o f  a m i l l i o n  pounds from th e  
4

1770s onwards.

1 2 & 3 P h i l i p  and Mary, c . 8 .

2 S. and B. Webb The S to ry  o f  th e  K in g 's  Highway (1920),  p . 14.

3 The Webbs, o p . c i t . C h .3 -9 ,  W.T.Jackman The Development o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n
i n  Modern England (2nd ed .  1962), p . 32-68 .

4 R ep o r t  from th e  House o f  Commons Committee on th e  Highways, 1821, p . 374.
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E v e n tu a l ly  a f t e r  many P a r l i a m e n ta ry  r e p o r t s  from S e l e c t  Commissions th e  

G enera l  Highway Act o f  1835^ c r e a te d

a new system  o f  highway a d m in i s t r a t i o n ;  b a se d ,  n o t  on 
t o l l s ,  b u t  e x c lu s iv e ly  on co m p u lso r i ly  l e v ie d  r a t e s ;  governed , 
n o t  by a s e p a r a t e  ad hoc body, b u t  th e  g e n e ra l  lo c a l  g overn ing  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  the  g e o g ra p h ic a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  which th e  roads  were 
s i t u a t e d ;  a d m in i s t r a t e d ,  n o t  by s e l f - s e l e c t e d  groups o f  l o c a l  
d i g n i t a r i e s ,  b u t  by d e m o c ra t i c a l ly  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
th e  whole body o f  c i t i z e n s ;  a c t i n g ,  n o t  th rough  th e  unpaid  
am ateur do ing  h i s  term as S u rv ey o r ,  b u t  th rough  perm anent 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c i a l s ;  and g e t t i n g  th e  a c t u a l  
manual la b o u r  perfo rm ed  n o t  by any g r a t u i t o u s  common | e r v i c e ,  
b u t  by a perm anen tly  employed s t a f f  o f  wage e a r n e r s ' .

The p e r io d  under c o n s id e r a t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  (1750-1834) r e p r e s e n t s  th e  l a s t  

days of p a r o c h i a l  road  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  where th e  v e s t i g e s  o f  Tudor o b l i g a t i o n s  

were mixed w i th  th e  m arket f o r c e s  of an i n d u s t r i a l i s i n g  economy.

Once th e  S t a t u t e  labou r  system  d i s a p p e a r s ,  th e  su rv ey o rs  acc o u n ts  seem 

to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,

'The la b o u re r s  employed on th e  roads  were n o t ,  as th e  c a n a l  o r  
r a i lw a y  n a v v ie s ,  a c l e a r l y  d i s t i n c t  group of w o rk e rs .  Most 
road  la b o u re r s  were l o c a l  men employed on a sem i-perm anent 
b a s i s  o r  h i r e d  c a s u a l l y .  When n o t  w orking  on the  ro ad s  they  
were employed in  a g r i c u l t u r e  o r ,  i f  i n  an u rb an  g r e a ,  they 
may have found work on o th e r  b u i ld in g  p r o j e c t s ' .

The l a t t e r  p o in t  a b o u t u rb an  a r e a s  i s  im p o r ta n t ,  as  highways su rv e y o rs  

a r e  u s u a l ly  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  'B u t  among th e  p a r i s h  highways 

were to  be found m iles  o f  im p o r ta n t  s t r e e t s  in  th o se  suburbs  o f  b ig  c i t i e s  

and i n  th o se  o f  th e  l a r g e r  i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s ' . ^  S e v e ra l  of th e  s e r i e s  

examined below a re  from a re a s  n o t  t o t a l l y  dependent on a g r i c u l t u r e  and 

they  r e v e a l  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t r e n d s  from the  e x c l u s i v e ly  r u r a l  a r e a s ,

1 5 & 6 W illiam  IV. c .5 0 .

2 Webbs, o p .c i t . ,  p . 193.

3 W illiam  A lb e r t  The T urnp ike  Road System in  England 1663-1840 (1 9 7 2 ) ,  
p . 157.

4 The Webbs, o p . c i t . ,  p . 194.
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The numbers employed on th e  highways o b v io u s ly  v a r i e d  from p a r i s h  to

p a r i s h  depending on th e  le n g th  o f  road  w i th in  t h e i r  boundary , th e  deg ree  of

u s e ,  and tim e of the  y e a r  -  much the  l a r g e s t  number of l a b o u re r s  were

employed i n  th e  w in te r  months when the  p r e s s u r e  from a g r i c u l t u r e  was l e s s

i n t e n s e .  As w i th  th e  o th e r  s e r i e s  th e  main aim has  been  to  choose what

seems to  be  th e  going  r a t e  i n  each p a r i s h  by u s in g  th e  mode which i s  u s u a l l y

n o t  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to  i d e n t i f y ,  c e r t a i n l y  down to  1815. T h e r e a f t e r  problem s

abound, caused  p r i n c i p a l l y  by th e  use o f  pauper la b o u r  on th e  ro ad s  ; a l th o u g h

th e r e  a r e  examples of t h i s  b e f o r e  1815 i t  i s  v e ry  r a r e  and ea sy  to  see  because

they  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as  such ,  whereas a f t e r  th e  wars w ith  F ran ce  t h e r e  was

enormous in c r e a s e  i n  poor r e l i e f  e x p e n d i tu re  which g e n e ra te d  a n a t i o n a l

d e s i r e  to  make th e  poor do som ething f o r  t h e i r  r e l i e f  payments and th e

h a n d i e s t  ta s k s  were on th e  r o a d s ,  where th e  poor s t a t e  o f  r e p a i r  b ro u g h t  a

perm anent t h r e a t  of in d ic tm e n t  to  th e  p a r i s h .  The problem  th e n  becomes one

of d e c id in g  what i s  th e  mairkèt wage r a t e  amongst a l l  th e  s u b s id i s e d  payments

to  l a b o u re r s .  However, th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e s e  payments . . .  r e s o lv e s  the

problem  in t o  one o f  q u a l i t y ' , ^  as  they were p a id  by th e  day f o r  what

' . . .  amounted to  co n t in u o u s  employment o f  paupers  who were n o t  chosen  f o r

e f f i c i e n c y ,  and cou ld  n o t  be d ism isse d  f o r  i d l e n e s s ,  i n  p la c e  of la b o u r

2h i r e d  i n  th e  open m arke t ,  th e  r e s u l t s  were t h e r e f o r e  u n m i s t a k a b l e ' .  A l l  

the  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  was so low t h a t  i t  was r e f l e c t e d  

i n  v ery  low wage r a t e s ,  and t h a t  when any r e p a i r s  were u r g e n t l y  needed th e  

s u rv e y o r  had to  pay som eth ing  l i k e  a m arke t r a t e  i n  o rd e r  to  g e t  th e  work 

com pleted . I n  most ca se s  i t  was found t h a t  t h i s  s u b s id i s e d  r a t e  was h a l f  

th e  modal f i g u r e  -  o n ly  j u s t  below t h a t  quoted  by th e  Webbs from a v e s t r y

1 J . E . G i n a r l i s , 'Road and Waterway In ves tm en t in  B r i t a i n  1750-1850 ' 
(U npublished  PhD t h e s i s ,  S h e f f i e l d  1970), p . 53.

2 The Webbs, o p . c i t . , p . 199.
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m inu te  a t  Minchinhampton (G lo u c e s te r s h i r e )  in  August 1826 t h a t  th e

p r i c e  to  be p a id  by th e  p a r i s h  s h a l l  be t h r e e - f i f  th s  of such sum as s h a l l  

be named by Mr Smart as  f a i r  com pensa tion ; he so c a l c u l a t i n g  as  to  a l lo w  

an a b le  la b o u re r  accustom ed to such work, to  ea rn  te n  s h i l l i n g s  a w e e k ' .^  

The p ro ced u re  adop ted  h e re  was to  ig n o re  th e s e  v e ry  low f i g u r e s  i n  th e  

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  s e r i e s .

I I

Although th e  ’ . . .  in c id e n c e  o f  s u r v iv a l  o f  Highways Surveyors  accoun t

2books was found to  be poor p ro b ab ly  because  they  were n o t  h ig h ly  v a l u e d ' ;

they  do p ro v id e  by f a r  th e  l a r g e s t  number o f  s e r ie s ,  o f  th e  th r e e  types  o f

la b o u r  examined i n  t h i s  s tu d y .  S e v e n ty - th r e e  p a r i s h e s  were found to  have

some d a ta  on wage r a t e s  between 1750 and 18.34 and the  mean in d ex  o f  th e se

o b s e rv a t io n s  i s  p r e s e n te d  as F ig u re  17. Comparing t h i s  w i th  th e  mean wage
«

s e r i e s  f o r  b u i l d in g  and e s t a t e  w orkers  in  th e  th r e e  phases  used  th e r e ,  we 

f in d :

(a) a r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  between 1750-1790 v ery  s i m i l a r  to  the  

b u i l d e r s  of a b o u t  1 p e r  c e n t  p . a .  b u t  d e c id e d ly  f a s t e r  

than  th e  e s t a t e  w o rk e rs ;

(b) th e  f a s t e s t  r a t e  o f  in c r e a s e  o f  3 p e r  c e n t  to  a peak in  

1813 (a y e a r  b e fo re  th e  o th e r s )  w i th  a d i s t i n c t  s low ing  

down i n  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  1800s fo llow ed  by a sharp  

jump from 1808 ( th e  same as th e  e s t a t e  s e r i e s ) ;

1 I b i d . , p . 199.

2 G i n a r l i s ,  o p .c i t . ,  p . 205.
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(c) a s i m i l a r  p e r io d  o f  d e c l in e  a f t e r  the  war to  a t rough

in  1822-3 b u t  t h e r e a f t e r  th e re  i s  o n ly  a s l i g h t  re c o v e ry  

to  1826 when a more d i s t i n c t  d e c l in e  to  1834 i s  e v id e n t  

than  i n  the  o th e r  th r e e  s e r i e s .

Thus the  f a i r l y  r a p id  i n c r e a s e  f o r  ro ad  la b o u re r s  up to 1813 seems i n  some

way to  be  p a id  f o r  t h e r e a f t e r  by a much s t e e p e r  and p ro lo n g ed  d e c l in e ,  so

t h a t  in  1834 th e  r a t e  p a id  to  them s ta n d s  a t  132 w hereas f o r  e s t a t e  w orkers

i t  i s  160, f o r  b u i ld in g  la b o u re r s  152 and f o r  b u i l d in g  c ra f t sm e n  172 ( in

a l l  c a se s  1790 100).

The c o - e f f i c i e n t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  road  la b o u re r s  wage 

r a t e s  i s  shown in  F ig u re  38 and i t  i s  based  on a f a r  h ig h e r  number of 

o b s e r v a t io n s  than  e i t h e r  e s t a t e  o r  b u i l d in g  w orkers :  th e  av e rag e  i s  abou t

35 compared w ith  7 or 8 f o r  the  b u i l d in g  w orkers  and 6 or 7 f o r  th e  e s t a t e  

w o rk e rs .  The more im p o r ta n t  t r e n d s  a re  r e a l l y  to  be  seen  from 1770 onwards 

as the  20 y e a r s  b e fo re  t h i s  d a te  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  by o n ly  a few p a r i s h e s ,  

compared w ith  w e l l  over 30 t h e r e a f t e r .  The g e n e ra l  movement i n  th e  graph 

seems to  su g g e s t  th e  same tendency as was n o ted  f o r  e s t a t e  w orkers  and 

b u i l d in g  c ra f tsm en : a marked w iden ing  o f  wage r a t e  v a r i a t i o n s  d u r in g  th e

i n f l a t i o n a r y  war y e a r s .  This  i s  to  be ex p ec ted  a c c o rd in g  to  Reynolds who 

found t h a t  'D uring  p e r io d s  o f  i n f l a t i o n  i n t e r p l a n t  and i n t e r i n d u s t r y  wage 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  v i o l e n t l y  d i s r u p te d  . . . .  as  u n i fo rm i ty  g iv e s  way to  marked 

d i s p e r s i o n  o f  wage m ovem ents '.^  A f te r  the  war th e  v a r i a t i o n  f a l l s  to  

around 12 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t i o n  b u t  th en  r i s e s  from th e  l a t e r  

1820s due to  a m arket c o n t r a s t  i n  th e  wage l e v e l s  o f  r u r a l  p a r i s h e s  and 

l a r g e r  p a r i s h e s  such as Warwick, L u t te rw o r th ,  M arket Harborough and C heddleton ,

The a c t u a l  l e v e l s  o f  v a r i a t i o n  a r e  a l i t t l e  h ig h e r  than  th e  o th e r  s e r i e s  

(as  m igh t be expec ted  w i th  th r e e  o r  fo u r  times as many o b s e r v a t io n s )  a v e ra g in g

1 L .G .R eynolds,  The S t r u c t u r e  o f  Labour M arkets (New York 1951), p . 281.
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between 12 and 15 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t i o n  e x c e p t  d u r in g  the  

war y e a r s  when i t  r i s e s  to  18 or 19 p e r  c e n t .^

I l l

Looking now a t  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  s e r i e s  th e  f i r s t  th in g  to  be n o t i c e d  

i s  t h a t  th e  r a t e s  a r e  much more v o l a t i l e  in  t h e i r  y e a r  to  y e a r  movements 

u n l ik e  th e  b u i l d e r s  o r  e s t a t e  w o rk e rs ,  whose wage r a t e  tended  to be 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  upwards o r  downwards. This  v o l a t i l i t y  in  r a t e s  p a id  was 

X p ro b ab ly  caused by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  work was a lm ost c e r t ^ a n l y  on a d a i l y  

c o n t r a c t  and t h a t  th e  time o f  the  y e a r  when road  la b o u re r s  a r e  needed would 

v a ry ;  however i f  th e s e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  a re  p la c e d  w i th in  an o v e r a l l  t r e n d  i t  

does a l lo w  some d i s c u s s io n  o f  d i f f e r i n g  l e v e l s .

There i s  wage d a ta  from e i g h t  p a r i s h e s  in  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  c o n c e n t r a te d  

i n  th e  m iddle to th e  so u th  o f  the, coun ty ; and th e  s e r i e s  a r e  of a r e a s o n a b le  

l e n g th  so as  to  p e rm i t  some com para tive  a n a l y s i s .  Taking th e  s e r i e s  

to g e th e r  th e  most s t r i k i n g  o b s e r v a t io n  concerns  th e  sp read  o f  wage r a t e s  

w i th i n  th e  county and th e  change in  t h i s  s p read  a f t e r  th e  1790s; b e fo re  

t h a t  d a t e  th e  range  o f  wage r a t e s  p a id  tends  to  be q u i t e  narrow  b u t  (excep t 

f o r  a few y e a r s  1816-20 when a l l  r a t e s  f e l l  q u ic k ly )  th e  gap ten d s  to  w iden 

c o n s id e r a b ly  so t h a t  by th e  1830s th e re  i s  sometimes a 100 p e r  c e n t  

d i f f e r e n c e  between r a t e s .

R ecen t s tu d i e s  o f  la b o u r  m arke ts  i n d i c a t e  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  a much h ig h e r  
o rd e r  than  t h i s :  s ee  R eynolds, o p . c i t . C hap te rs  6 & 7, D. Robinson (ed)
Local Labour M arkets and Wage S t r u c t u r e s  (1970) C hap ter  2, and Mackay 
e t  a l . Labour M arkets under D i f f e r e n t  Employment C o n d i t io n s , C h .4, and 
below C hapter  7.
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The g e n e ra l  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  i n c r e a s e  i n  money wages d u r in g  th e  war

y e a r s  i s  f o r  r a t e s  to  r i s e  f a i r l y  q u ic k ly  i n  th e  1790s, b u t  th e n  to  slow

down d u r in g  the  1800s, o n ly  to  s u rg e  ahead a f t e r  1809 to  r e a c h  a peak i n

1 21814 /15 . E x cep tio n s  to  t h i s  p a t t e r n  a r e  found a t  Kimcote and S h aw ell ,  

i n  th e  f a r  so u th  o f  th e  co u n ty ,  where r a t e s  h a rd ly  change a t  a l l  from the  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e  war u n t i l  1810.

-The p a r i s h e s  i n  t h i s  county  a l s o  g e n e r a l ly  conform to  th e  n a t i o n a l

p a t t e r n  a f t e r  the  war: s w i f t  f a l l  i n  th e  wage r a t e  from 1815-1822 and

s t a b i l i t y  t h e r e a f t e r  a t  a l e v e l  s i m i l a r  to  the  e a r l y  1800s. There i s  a n o th e r

t r e n d  no ted  i n  some p a r i s h e s  in  th e  M idlands which i s  d i f f e r e n t  to  th e

n a t i o n a l  p i c t u r e  w h ere in  th e  d e c l in e  a f t e r  1815 i s  n o t  h a l t e d  i n  th e  e a r l y

1820s b u t  i s  p ro lo n g ed  th rough  1834 and i n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  a l th o u g h  t h i s

3p a t t e r n  i s  n o t  th e  norm th e r e  a r e  examples a t  S toke  Golding and a t  Shaw ell

which a l s o  e x h ib i t e d  an un u su a l  t r e n d  b e f o r e  1815 as n o ted  above.

The l e v e l  o f  wage r a t e s  p a id  i n  t h i s  county  on th e  whole la g  beh ind  th e  

r e g io n a l  mean b e fo re  the  1760s b u t  t h e r e a f t e r  le a d  t h i s  mean ( e x c e p t in g  the  

v e ry  low r a t e s  n o ted  above a t  S toke G olding and S h a w e l l ) .  I n  f a c t  th e  p a r i s h  

o f  K irby  Muxloe^ pays a r a t e  c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h e r  than  anywhere e l s e  i n  th e  

r e g io n  a f t e r  an  e x c e p t io n a l  r i s e  from 16d -  30d betw een 1792 and 1799.

The tw elve s e r i e s  f o r  N o tt in g h a m sh ire  a r e  much s h o r t e r  and more i n t e r ­

m i t t e n t  than  th e  o th e r  c o u n t ie s  a l th o u g h  they do seem to  show a tendency  

to  fo l lo w  the  n a t io n a l  t r e n d  i n  r i s i n g  f a i r l y  f a s t  th rough  th e  1790s w i th  

l e s s  emphasis on change i n  th e  1800s (w ith  th e  u s u a l  e x c e p t io n  -  t h i s  time

1 Kimcote H.S. acco u n ts  DE 5 39 /7 -9  (L .R .O .)

2 Shaw ell H.S. acco u n ts  DE 734/9 (L .R .O .)

3 S toke  Golding H.S. acc o u n ts  DE 495/30 (L .R .O .)

4 K irby Muxloe H.S. acc o u n ts  DE 123/17 , 81-2 (L .R .O .)



1 1 4

a t  C ro p w e l l^ ) . B efore  1790 th e  r a t e s  p a id  i n  N o t t in g h a m sh ire ,  though

showing a f a i r  degree  of s t a b i l i t y ,  a re  on th e  whole a t  o r  above the

r e g io n a l  mean. The p o s t-w a r  b eh av io u r  o f  th e  s e r i e s  a g a in  m atches the

n a t i o n a l  p i c t u r e  o f  s t a b i l i t y  th rough  th e  1820s b u t  th e  problem s o f  g e n e ra l

2 . . 3a n a l y s i s  a r e  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  by look ing  a t  S tau n to n  and K i lv in g to n ,  two 

a d jo in in g  p a r i s h e s  i n  th e  E a s t  o f  th e  cou n ty .  Both r a t e s  d e c l in e  r a p i d l y  

to  1822 b u t  t h e r e a f t e r  th e  K i lv in g to n  r a t e  f a i l s  to  re c o v e r  and rem ains  

much lower than  S ta u n to n .  The one u rban  s e r i e s  a t  M an s f ie ld ^  i s  v e ry  

s h o r t  (1815-22) b u t  f a i l s  to  r e g i s t e r  th e  same sharp  p o s t -w a r  d e c l in e  no ted  

e lsew h ere  (w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  u rban  a re a  : Warwick).

To summarise the  N o tt in g h am sh ire  p o s i t i o n ,  a l th o u g h  th e s e  highways 

acco u n ts  confirm  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  a r e a  as  a r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  wage county  

b e f o r e  1800, from the  few p a r i s h e s  f o r  which th e r e  a r e  f i g u r e s  a f t e r  1815, 

th e r e  i s  no c l e a r  ev idence  t h a t  i t  had r e t a i n e d  t h a t  s t a t u s .

N ortham ptonsh ire  i s  th e  county  b e s t  covered  f o r  Highways Surveyors  

acco u n ts  bo th  i n  terms of th e  number and le n g th  of th e  s e r i e s  and on the
I

whole th e  g e n e ra l  p r o f i l e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  and N o tt in g h am sh ire  

i n  t h a t  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  r a t e  in c r e a s e  comes in  th e  y e a r s  from 1808-13 r a t h e r  

th an  i n  th e  1790s -  a f e a t u r e  borne o u t  by th e  o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  on ly  one 

p a r i s h  (Abington^ i n  Northampton i f s e l f )  o u t  o f  sev en te en  pays a r a t e  h ig h e r  

than  the  mean in  1800.

The dangers  o f  g e n e r a l i s i n g  ab o u t h ig h  and low wage c o u n t ie s  i s  b e s t

1 C ropw ell H.S. acco u n ts  PS 113 /1 ,  PR 4544 (N .C.R.O.)

2  S tau n to n  H.S. accoun ts  PR 1078-1110 (N .C.R.O.)

3 K i lv in g to n  H.S. a cc o u n ts  PR 1065-73 (N.C.R.O.)

4 M an sf ie ld  H.S. a cc o u n ts  ND 2078-2121 (N.C.R.O.)

5 A bington  H.S. acco u n ts  1730-1840 -  u n c l a s s i f i e d  in  hands o f  incum bent.
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i l l u s t r a t e d  however when th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  peak y e a r s  1812-14 i s  

exam ined. The o v e r a l l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of r a t e s  -  F ig u re  19 -  f o r  1813 i s  

p red o m in an t ly  b i-m oda l a t  24d. and 30d. (median f o r  t h i s  y e a r  2 7 .3 d .)  and 

h a l f  th e  o b s e rv a t io n s  a t  each  o f  th e se  two r a t e s  a re  from N o rth am p to n sh ire ;  

y e t  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and of th e  seven  p a r i s h e s  

im m edia te ly  around Northampton th r e e  a r e  a t  24d. and fo u r  a t  30dl

Perhaps th e  most t h a t  can be s a id  i s  t h a t  the  N ortham ptonsh ire  p a r i s h e s

la g  most beh ind  the  r e g io n  as a whole i n  the  18th cen tu ry  b u t  by 1834 th e re

i s  no ev idence  t h a t  th e  county  as such  la g s  beh ind  th e  r e s t  ( a l th o u g h  Bradden^

pays th e  lo w es t  a t  13dî) i n  f a c t  th e  r a t e  seems to  have been  l e s s  s u b je c t  to

p r e s s u r e  than  e lsew here  y i e ld in g  what m igh t be termed low p r o f i l e  p a r i s h e s

i n  w hich th e  p a t t e r n  i s  one o f  s te a d y  r i s e  and f a l l  r a t h e r  than  more d ra m a tic

2 . 3f l u c t u a t i o n .  Examples o f  t h i s  p a t t e r n  may be n o t i c e d  a t  Passenham, Wicken, 

B radden, West Haddon,^ C r ic k ,^  E a s to n  on th e  H i l l , ^  and Old^ w here , in  c o n t r a s t  

to  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o u n ty ,  even th e  y e a rs  im m ediate ly  b e f o r e  1813/14 produce
t

few d ra m a tic  changes.

I t  i s  r e a l l y  th e  p re -1800  y e a rs  which see  the  r e a l  la g  o f  t h i s  c o u n ty 's  

p a r i s h e s  as  th e  L e i c e s t e r ,  S ta f f o r d  (and to some e x t e n t  Nottingham ) r a t e s  

b e g in  to  push up th e  mean in d ex  e s p e c i a l l y  from th e  l a t e r  1780s,

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p a r i s h e s  i s  such t h a t  d i r e c t  com parisons may be made

1 Bradden H.S. acco u n ts  G 1427 ( Inc)

2 Passenham H.S. acco u n ts  257 (N 'to n  R.O.)

3 Wicken H .S. acco u n ts  286 (N 'to n  R.O.)

4 West Haddon H.S. acc o u n ts  D 36 (N 'to n  R.O.)

5 C r ic k  H.S. accoun ts  118 (N 'to n  R.O.)

6 E as to n  on th e  H i l l  H.S. acco u n ts  321 (N 'to n  R.O.)

7 Old H.S. accoun ts  102-4 (N 'to n  R.O.)
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i n  some case s  of s e r i e s  from c lo s e ly  a d jo in in g  p a r i s h e s .  On th e  whole 

th e s e  behave i n  a v e ry  s i m i l a r  f a s h io n  a t ,  s ay ,  Passenham, Wicken and 

Bradden in  th e  f a r  S ou th , or a t  C rick  and West Haddon in  th e  E a s t ,  b u t  as  

p r e v io u s ly  m entioned  th o se  p a r i s h e s  su r ro u n d in g  (o r  p a r t  o f )  Northampton 

i t s e l f  p roduce w id e ly  d i f f e r i n g  l e v e l s  and changes i n  th e s e  l e v e l s  und er­

l i n i n g  th e  l i m i t s  p erhaps  o f  l o c a l  la b o u r  m a rk e ts .

Comparisons w i th  c l o s e l y  s i t u a t e d  p a r i s h e s  a c ro s s  b o u n d a r ie s  may be

made i n  two c a s e s :  f i r s t l y  around Market Harborough ( in  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e )

1 . 2 . 3 .the  p a r i s h e s  o f  Rushton, A rth in g w o rth  and C ottingham  ( j u s t  a c r o s s  the

b o rd e r  i n  N ortham ptonsh ire )  e x p e r ie n c e  s i m i l a r  t r e n d s  b u t  a t  a l e v e l  s e v e r a l  

pence below M arket Harborough; seco n d ly  th e  W arw ickshire  p a r i s h  o f  Wolfhamcote^ 

and i n  N orth am p to n sh ire ,  D aventry^ and Badby^ a l l  w i th in  two or  th r e e  m iles  

o f  each  o th e r  y e t  the  s e r i e s  a re  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  w i th  Wolfhamcote pay ing  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h ig h e r  r a t e s  th an  Badby from 1803-14 w i th  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

narrow ing  t h e r e a f t e r  to  1834. %he D aventry  r a t e s  a re  a lm o s t  th e  same as 

Badby 1780-1796 and l i e  between Wolfhamcote and Badby 1816-28.

The p r e v a i l i n g  im p re s s io n  from N ortham ptonsh ire  seems to  be th e  la c k  

o f  in t e n s e  p r e s s u r e ,  upwards or downwards, on wages r a t e s  t h a t  some o f  th e  

o th e r  c o u n t ie s  e x p e r ie n c e  and i t  i s  on ly  in  th e  p a r i s h  o f  Bradden i n  th e  

deep South  of th e  county  t h a t  the  p ro longed  p o s t -w a r  d e c l in e  i n  wages i s  

r e a l l y  n o t i c e d .

1 Rushton H.S. accoun ts  5 , 7 ( I n c . )

2 A rth in g w o rth  H.S. acco u n ts  14 (N 'to n  R .O.)

3 Cottingham  H.S. acco u n ts  167-171 (N 'to n  R.O.) 

.4 Wolfhamcote H.S, acco u n ts  DR 167/10 (W.R.O.)

5 D aventry  H.S. acco u n ts  D .1484-5 (N 'to n  R.O.)

6 Badby H.S. accoun ts  235 (N 'to n  R.O.)
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W arw ickshire  i s  a n o th e r  county  w i th  a good d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a b o u t  twenty 

p a r i s h e s  w ith  Highways Surveyors  accoun ts  b u t  th e  s e r i e s  a r e  n o t  as  long  as 

th o se  f o r  N o r th am p to n sh ire .  I n  g e n e ra l  th e  s e r i e s  show th e  d u a l  s ta n d a rd  

which seems to dominate W arw ickshire  t h a t  of an e x c e e d in g ly  r u r a l  South  and 

a N o r th e rn  p a r t  dominated by <th e  r i s i n g  power o f  the  i n d u s t r i a l  M id lands.

The o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  wage s e r i e s  combine t h a t  n o te d  i n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  

and N o tt in g h am sh ire  where s w i f t  in c r e a s e s  occur i n  th e  1790s and t h a t  of 

N ortham ptonsh ire  where most o f  th e  in c r e a s e  comes j u s t  b e fo r e  1813, and th e  

p a r i s h e s  d iv id e  i n t o  th o se  which fo l lo w  e i t h e r  one p a t t e r n  o r  th e  o th e r  or 

b o th !

The s i x  p a r i s h e s  i n  which r a t e s  a r e  in c r e a s e d  i n  th e  1790s and around

1 21810 a r e  a l l  i n  th e  N o r th e rn  p a r t  o f  th e  County -  N ether  W hitac re  , Shustoke ,

M eriden ,^  K en n ilw o rth ,^  B agin ton^  and W illey^  , and th o se  which in c r e a s e  m ostly

7 8j u s t  b e fo re  1810 a re  a l l  S ou the rn  r u r a l  p a r i s h e s .  Temple G ra f to n ,  B arton

9and P i l l e r ton  H ersey . However,* j u s t  as th e  s p e c t r e  of an  e x p la n a to ry  

h y p o th e s i s  r a i s e s  i t s  head th e  fo u r  o th e r  s e r i e s  which b r id g e  th e  war y e a rs  

and which a l l  a d jo in  some o f  th e  a fo rem en tio n ed  p a r i s h e s  e x h i b i t  n e i t h e r  o f  

th e se  t r e n d s .  P ack ing ton^^  f o r  in s t a n c e  which l i e s  betw een M eriden and

1 N e th e r  W hitacre  H .S. a cc o u n ts  DRB/27-54 (W.R.O.)

2 Shustoke  H.S. acco u n ts  DR(B) 39 (W.R.O.)

3 M eriden H.S. acco u n ts  DR182/52-4 (W.R.O.)

4 K enn ilw orth  H.S. a cc o u n ts  DR296/88-9 (W.R.O.)

5 B ag in ton  H.S. acco u n ts  DR 251 (W.R.O.)

6 W illey  H.S. accoun ts  DR 407 (W.R.O.)

7 Temple G ra f to n  H.S. a cc o u n ts  DR201/60-1 (W.R.O.)

8 B arton  H.S. accoun ts  DR 80/5 (W.R.O.)

9 P i l l e r t o n  Hersey H.S. acc o u n ts  CR 131/645 (W.R.O.) 

10 P ack in g to n  H.S. a cc o u n ts  DR 75 /3-12  (.W .R.O.)
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Shustoke  has what has  a l r e a d y  been termed a low p r o f i l e  in  t h a t  i t  f a i l s

to  r i s e  as f a s t  as th e se  up to  1815 b u t  e q u a l ly  does n o t  f a l l  as f a s t  a f t e r

1815. I n  a s i m i l a r  way Longcompton^ does n o t  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  sh a rp  r i s e

2and f a l l  around 1813 as i t s  ne ighbour  Bar to n ;  n e i t h e r  does Farnborough in  

r e l a t i o n  to Warmington^ o r  P i l l e r t o n  Hersey no r  Hunningham^ compared w ith  

B ag in ton  and K enn ilw orth .

The most a t y p i c a l  p a r i s h  i n  th e  whole sample i s  Warwick where a f t e r  

fo l lo w in g  th e  normal p a t t e r n  of in c r e a s e  1807-14 and f a l l  1814-19, th e  

r a t e  a c t u a l l y  r i s e s  t h e r e a f t e r  to  1834 to  f i n i s h  a t  27d. i . e .  9d. more than 

th e  median and no l e s s  than  l i d .  (o r  70%) h ig h e r  than i t s  ne ig h b o u rs  

B ag in to n ,  K ennilw orth  and Hunningham.

Once th e  1822/3 t rough  has  p assed  th e  wage r a t e s  p a id  show two t r e n d s  

(a) c o n t in u e d  downward movement in  most (14) p a r i s h e s  and (b) re c o v e ry  and 

some r e s i s t a n c e  to  f u r t h e r  downward p r e s s u r e  in  a l l  th r e e  N o r th f i e l d  

(Birmingham)^ Warwick^ and Wolfhamcote a l th o u g h  even th e s e  l a t t e r  two 

d e c l in e  1832-4.

None o f  th e  s e r i e s  b e g in  b e fo re  1770 and from th e re  to  1790 th e  r a t e s  

a r e  m o s tly  s t a b l e  a t  a l e v e l  above th e  mean and changes ,  where they  o c c u r ,  

ta k in g  p la c e  i n  the  l a t e  1780s.

S ta n d in g  back from th e s e  changes i t  i s  n o t i c e a b l e  once a g a in  how d iv e r s e  

a r e  the  l e v e l s  and changes i n  l e v e l s  of a l l  th e  p a r i s h e s  even a d jo in in g  o n es ;

1 Longcompton H.S. acco u n ts  DR 267/67-81 (W.R.O.)

2 Farnborough H.S. a cc o u n ts  DT 30 A / l l  (W.R.O.)

3 Warmington H.S. acco u n ts  CR 391/7 (W.R.O.)

4 Hunningham H .S . acco u n ts  DR 179/2 (W.R.O.)

5 N o r th f i e l d  H.S. acc o u n ts  DRO/14 (B .P .L .)

6 Warwick H.S. accoun ts  W 33/98-120 (W.R.O.)
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th e  g ro u p in g s  n o te d  as to  th e  t im ing  o f  changes i n  wage r a t e s  seem q u i t e  

random. The p e r io d  of c l o s e s t  movement seems to  come in  th e  d e p re s s io n  

a f t e r  1815 w hereas th e  upwards t re n d s  from 1790 onwards a r e  i n c l i n e d  to  

p roduce  many v a r i e d  re s p o n se s  i n  th e  wage r a t e .

S t a f f o r d s h i r e  p ro v id e s  th e  p o o r e s t  coverage  o f  Highways Surveyors  

a c c o u n ts ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  which come in  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry  ( th e  same as e s t a t e  

and b u i l d in g  s e r i e s ) .

The on ly  o b s e rv a t io n s  which come b e fo re  1800 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  wages in  th e

coun ty  a r e  r i s i n g  much f a s t e r  th a n  most from th e  mid 1780s i n  f a c t  a t

T e t t e n h a l l ^  (near  Wolverhampton) th e  r a t e  in c r e a s e s  from 12d in  1785 to 24d.

i n  1800 as th e  median r a t e  moves on ly  1 2 .8d. to  1 8 .9d. i n  th e  same p e r io d .

2Shenstone  (n ea r  W a lsa l l )  a l s o  in c r e a s e s  q u ic k ly  from a v e ry  h ig h  l e v e l  i n

th e  1780s. From th e  f a r  N orth  o f  th e  county th e  speed  of i n c r e a s e  i s  l e s s

3i n t e n s e  f o r  i n  two a d jo in in g  p a r i s h e s  Croxden shows no in c r e a s e  a t  a l l

4 *1775-1790 whereas i n  C headle th e  r a t e  changes q u ic k e r  i n  th e  1780s than  th e  

1790s thus  f a l l i n g  beh ind  th e  median by 1800. From such a sm a ll  sample then  

b e f o r e  1800 th e re  seems to  be much more change around th e  expanding  South 

M idland a r e a  than  f u r t h e r  N orth  a l th o u g h  th e  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  of th e  two 

a d j o in in g  p a r i s h e s  of Croxden and Cheadle i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  dangers  of w ider 

g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s .

There a r e  s l i g h t l y  more o b s e r v a t io n s  a f t e r  1800 a l th o u g h  as u s u a l  t h i s  

means s l i g h t l y  more v a r i a t i o n  in  wage r a t e  changes and th e  speed  o f  th e s e

1 T c t t e n h a l l  H.S. acc o u n ts  D451/14/20 (S .R .O .)

2 S henstone  H.S. acco u n ts  D34/A/PS1 (S .R .O .)

3 Croxden H.S. acco u n ts  D21/3 (S .R .O .)

4 Cheadle H.S. acco u n ts  D239/M/Box 4 (S .R .O .)
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changes.  I n  th e  Wolverhampton a re a  the  b eh av io u r  of th e  r a t e  i s  v a r i a b l e

w i th  T e t t e n h a l l  pay ing  v e ry  h ig h  r a t e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  1800s and r i s i n g  even

h ig h e r  from 1808-12 (very  s i m i l a r  to  N ether W h itac re ,  S hus toke ,  M eriden , e t c .

i n  W a rw ic k sh i re ) ; b u t  th e  a d jo in in g  p a r i s h  o f  Brewood^ pays much l e s s  from

1806-11 whereupon i t  jumps s h a rp ly  to th e  T e t t e n h a l l  l e v e l .  The s e r i e s  f o r  
2

B lym hill  -  im m ediate ly  to  th e  N orth  West o f  Brewood -  on ly  s t a r t s  i n  1810

b u t  even so th e  r a t e  p a id  u n t i l  1814 i s  e x a c t ly  th e  same as T e t t e n h a l l  and

Brewood i n  th e s e  peak  y e a r s  g iv in g  some s u p p o r t  to  30d as  th e  go ing  r a t e  f o r

3road  la b o u re r s  a t  th e  peak of  w artim e i n f l a t i o n .  However a t  E n v il i e  p a r i s h  

two o r  th r e e  m ile s  to  th e  South  o f  T e t t e n h a l l  has a d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  ag a in  

showing v e ry  l i t t l e  i n c r e a s e  a t  a l l  1805-15.

At G rea t  B arr^  ( t h i s  p a r i s h  a d jo in s  S henstone  n ea r  W a lsa l l  m entioned  

above) th e  r a t e  of in c r e a s e  i s  ex trem ely  sharp  (50%) from 1806-11 b u t  the  

r a t e  of d e c re a se  i s  a l s o  v e ry  sharp  a f t e r  1813-16 (50%). F u r th e r  North  th e  

two a d jo in in g  p a r i s h e s  o f  Cheadle and Cheddleton^ behave in  a s i m i l a r  

f a s h io n  in  t h a t  they b o th  r i s e  v e ry  q u ic k ly  betw een 1811-12.

The range  o f  b eh av io u r  from a s m a l le r  number of o b s e r v a t io n s  in  

S t a f f o r d s h i r e  shows a s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  w ith  some p a r i s h e s  r i s i n g  f a s t  over 

th e  whole p e r io d  ( T e t t e n h a l l ,  G rea t  B arr and S henstone) o th e r s  r i s i n g  s h a rp ly  

j u s t  b e f o r e  the  peak y e a r s  1812-13 (C headle , C heddle ton  and Brewood) and 

y e t  o th e r s  changing h a r d ly  a t  a l l  ( E n v i l l e ) .

The p a t t e r n  a f t e r  1815 a l s o  c o n ta in s  e lem en ts  o f  th o se  changes no ted

1 Brewood H.S. accoun ts  B 127/F/83/96 (S .R .O .)

2 B lym hill  H.S. acco u n ts  D1044 4 /5  (S .R .O .)

3 E n v i l l e  H.S. acco u n ts  D42/A/PS/1 (S .R .O .)

4 G re a t  B arr  H.S. acc o u n ts  D568/A/PS 1-4 (S .R .O .)

5 C hedd le ton  H.S. acco u n ts  D893 (S .R .O .)
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i n  the  o th e r  c o u n t i e s ;  (a) co n t in u ed  downward movement a f t e r  1815 or  (b)

re c o v e ry  and r e s i s t a n c e  to  d e f l a t i o n a r y  p r e s s u r e  on wage r a t e s .  F i r s t l y

th e  p a r i s h e s  o f  s te a d y  d e c l i n e ;  t h i s  i s  most n o t i c e a b l e  i n  Brewood,

B ly m h il l  and E n v i l l e  where th e  l e v e l s  a re  rem arkab ly  s i m i l a r .  Secondly ,

th e r e  a r e  th e  o th e r  p a r i s h e s  whose r a t e  seems to  r e s i s t  downward p re s s u r e s

e x c e p t  p e rh ap s  i n  th e  v e ry  bad y e a r s  1822-3 and 1833-4: i n  th e  N orth  a t

C head le ,  C hedd le ton  and B e t ley ^  and i n  th e  South  a t  G rea t  B arr  and T e t t e n h a l l

2a l l  pay j u s t  on 24d. ( th e  median i s  always below 19d .)  and a t  Gayton (near  

S ta f f o r d )  a s t a b l e  r a t e  o f  20d. i s  p a id .  The m a jo r i t y  o f  p a r i s h e s  i n  t h i s  

(non-random) sample do n o t  fo l lo w  th e  r e g io n a l  t r e n d  of s te a d y  downward 

movement.

The in f lu e n c e  o f  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  as  one of th e  c e n t r e s  o f  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  

R e v o lu t io n  then  seems to  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  wage r a t e s  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  South  

around  th e  Black Country  b u t  a g a in  th e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of d i f f e r e n t i a l s  w i th in  

s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s  from th e se  a r e a s ' s h o u l d  g iv e  th e s e  comments l i t t l e  more than  

a g e n e ra l  to n e .

1 B e t le y  H.S. accoun ts

2 Gayton H.S. accoun ts  D705/PC/1/2 (S .R .O .)
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C h ap te r  V 

Midland Wages: Summary and Survey

The o b je c t  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  to  p u l l  to g e th e r  th e  s t r a n d s  which 

have emerged from th e  p re v io u s  th r e e  s e c t i o n s  on wage d a ta  i n  b u i l d in g ,  

on e s t a t e s  and on th e  ro a d s .  In  so doing  th e re  w i l l  be some em phasis 

g iv e n  to  th e  p la c e  of th e  m idlands in  r e l a t i o n  to  o th e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  wage 

s e r i e s  f o r  s i m i l a r  o c c u p a t io n s ,  and a l s o  to  th e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t r e n d s  

w i th in  th e  r e g io n  as a w hole.

One of th e  most d i f f i c u l t  problem s i n  t r y in g  to  compare th e  d a ta

on m id land  wages w ith  o th e r  s e r i e s  i s  t h a t  th e  p u b l i s h e d  s e r i e s  a re

s c a t t e r e d  incom ple te  and d i s c o n t i n u o u s . . . ’ ;^ th ey  a re  o f t e n  based

on e s t i m a t e s ,  o r  inform ed g u e s s e s ,  r a t h e r  than  r a t e s  a c t u a l l y  p a id ;  and

they  o f t e n  use  th e  term  av erag e  in  an ambiguous f a s h io n  r e f e r r i n g  sometimes

to  money wage r a t e s ,  sometimes to  weekly e a rn in g s  and sometimes to  an

annua l  e s t im a te  of e a r n in g s .  The g r e a t  p io n e e r s  o f  wage h i s t o r y  were

A.L.Bowley and G.H.Wood who managed to  assem ble  a l l  th e  known d a ta  i n t o  
2

s e v e r a l  s e r i e s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  o c c u p a t io n s  in  d i f f e r e n t  r e g io n s ,  b u t  whose 

more com plete  and a c c u ra te  o b s e rv a t io n s  a r e  f o r  th e  p o s t-1 8 5 0  p e r io d .  T h e ir  

work on th e  l a t e  18th and e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r i e s  r e l i e d  h e a v i ly  on th e  

q u o ta t io n s  of contem porary  o b s e rv e r s  such as A rth u r  Young, Eden and th e  

Board of A g r ic u l t u r e  r e p o r t e r s  b u t  a l s o  on e s t im a te s  g iv e n  in  ev id en ce  to 

v a r io u s  government com m ittees .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  la b o u rs  w i l l  be examined

1 Deane & C ole . o p .c i t . , p . 18.

2 F i r s t  p u b l i sh e d  in  a s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  J .R .S .S .  between 1898 and
1910, w i th  summary a r t i c l e s  in  E . J .  1898-99.
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i n  more d e t a i l  below b u t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  t h a t  th e  

s e r i e s  they  p roduced have been  used as lynch  p in s  in  th e  c o m p ila t io n  o f  

o th e r  in d e x es  as a gu ide  to  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  e t c .  whenever t h i s  was r e q u i r e d .

As good an  example o f  t h i s  as  any i s  th e  index  produced by Rufus S.

Tucker o f  th e  ’Real Wages o f  A r t i s a n s  in  London 1729-1935’  ̂ which uses

Greenwich H o s p i t a l  r e c o rd s  as  i t s  main so u rc e ,  b u t  supp lem ents  t h i s  w ith

f i v e  o th e r  s e r i e s  from th e  Bowley/Wood d a t a .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  th e  work o f

2P h e lp s  Brown and Hopkins on b u i l d in g  wages th rough  seven  c e n t u r i e s  the  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e r i e s  from th e  so u th  o f  England a r e  supplem ented  and 

r e f i n e d  in  th e  l i g h t  of th e  Bowley/Wood m a t e r i a l .

Given t h e i r  im portance  th e r e f o r e  i t  i s  w orth  c o n s id e r in g  th e  two most 

r e l e v a n t  s e r i e s  by Wood and Bowley in  more d e t a i l ,  t h a t  f o r  u rban  wages 

1790-1860 p roduced  by Wood^ and f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  wages 1767-1850 by Bowley.^ 

The u rban  s e r i e s  sough t to  e s t a b l i s h  modal wage r a t e s  f o r  th e  most im p o r ta n t  

i n d u s t r i e s  in  i n d i v i d u a l  towns and d i s t r i c t s ,  u s in g  d a ta  from Eden’s S t a t e  

o f  th e  P o o r , e a r l y  p a r l i a m e n ta ry  R eports  ( e .g .  A r t i s a n s  and M achinery , 1824 

and M a n u fa c tu re s ,  Commerce and S h ip p in g , 1833) and P o r t e r ’s P ro g re s s  o f  

the  N a t io n .  This  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e r i e s  may be used w ith  Bowley’s a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l  s e r i e s  (which he b roke  down in t o  county  a v e ra g es)  which was based 

on g iv e  main s o u rc e s :  (A) e s t im a te s  i n  A rth u r  Young’ s to u r s  1767-70,

(B) E den’ s su rv e y  o f  1795, (C) th e  R epo rt  o f  th e  S e l e c t  Committee on Paying 

th e  Wages o f  Labour o u t  of the  Poor R a te s ,  1824, (D) th e  r e t u r n s  c o l l e c t e d  

by th e  Poor Law Commissioners i n  1833, and (E) the  e s t im a te s  quo ted  by C aird

1 J o u r n a l  o f  th e  American S t a t i s t i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n , XXXI (1936),  p p . 73-84.

2 Econom ica, N .S . ,  XXll (1955).

3 E . J . , IX, (1899) .

4 J . R . S . S . ,  LXI (1898).
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i n  1851. These s p o t  o b s e r v a t io n s  were supplem ented  by an enormous number 

of i s o l a t e d  q u o ta t io n s  by contem porary  o b s e rv e r s  to  p roduce  a n a t i o n a l  

in d ex  from 1770-1850.

Thus, a l th o u g h  th e  d a ta  comes from a wide v a r i e t y  o f  so u rc e s  which 

a re  o f  an uneven q u a l i t y ,  we do have a n a t i o n a l  wage in d ex  a g a i n s t  which 

to  compare th e  m idland  d a t a .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  coverage  of th e  in d ex  i s  

p r im a r i ly  pos t-1 7 9 0  le a v in g  th e  r e s t  of th e  18th c e n tu ry  p o o r ly  s e rv e d .

Those 18th cen tu ry  s e r i e s  which do e x i s t  a r e  based  m ain ly  on d a ta  from th e  

s o u th  o f  England u s in g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e c o r d s .  Two of th e se  s e r i e s  have 

a l r e a d y  been m entioned -  th o se  by Tucker and P he lp s  Brown -  b u t  they  can 

be supplem ented  by th e  work o f  E.W.Gilboy^ who v e n tu re d  i n t o  th e  w est 

co u n try  and th e  n o r th  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  c o v e r in g  London and th e  s o u t h - e a s t  

in  more d e t a i l .  She a l s o  based  much o f  h e r  work on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e c o rd s  

( h o s p i t a l s .  Abbeys, boroughs e t c . )  and she  c o n c e n t r a te d  m ain ly  on b u i l d in g  

b u t  th e  d a ta  t h a t  she c o l l e c t e d  tended  to  p e t e r  o u t  by the  e a r l y  1790s.

To a t te m p t  to  p la c e  changes i n  m idland wages i n  a n a t i o n a l  c o n te x t  

t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  has been n e c e s s a ry  to  b re a k  th e  com parison i n t o  two s e c t i o n s  

up to ,  and a f t e r  1790, so t h a t  th e  G ilboy  and then  th e  Bowley/Wood 

e s t im a te s  can be used as s t a n d a r d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  th e  Tucker and P h e lp s  

Brown i n d e x e s ,w h i c h  cover b o th  p e r io d s  a l th o u g h  they  a r e  based  on s i m i l a r  

s o u rc e s ,  w i l l  a l s o  be used .

P erhaps th e  l e a s t  p ro b le m a t ic  form o f  com parison i s  to  look  a t  th e  

lon% term tr e n d s  in  wages, i . e .  to  c o n s id e r  r a t e s  o f  change o v e r  tim e r a t h e r  

than  a b s o lu t e  l e v e l s ,  g iv e n  th e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  so u rces  and t h e i r  in co m p le te

Wages in  E ig h te e n th  C entury  England (H arvard , 1934).
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n a t u r e , ^  These com parisons in v o lv e  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a base  y e a r  a g a i n s t  

which to  measure changes, and in  t h i s  case  1790 has  been  used p a r t l y  

b ecau se  i t  i s  a co n v en ien t  b re a k  p o in t  between th e  o th e r  s e r i e s ,  b u t  a l s o ,  

as  th e  s e r i e s  i n d i c a t e ,  i t  i s  j u s t  a b o u t  th e  time when wage r a t e s  b eg in  

to  move more s h a rp ly .

Taking th e  f i r s t  p e r io d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  from 1750-90, F ig s  20 and 21 show 

th e  r a t e s  o f  change in  b u i l d i n g ,  e s t a t e  and road  wages based  on the  m idland  

d a t a .  These show t h a t  each s e r i e s  was moving s t e a d i l y  upwards o v e r  the  

p e r io d ,  in  b u i l d in g  a r i s e  o f  42% f o r  c ra f tsm e n  and 52% f o r  l a b o u r e r s ,  on 

the  e s t a t e s  a r i s e  o f  31% and on th e  roads  a r i s e  o f  46%. The o th e r  most 

n o t i c e a b l e  f e a t u r e  o f  the  indexes  i s  t h a t  much o f  th e  in c r e a s e  i s  

c o n c e n t r a te d  i n  the  p e r io d  from th e  l a t e r  1760s to  th e  l a t e  1770s w i th  

f a i r l y  s t a b l e  y e a r s  b o th  b e f o r e  1765 and a f t e r  1780.

In  h e r  a n a ly s i s  o f  b u i l d in g  wages. Dr G ilboy found two c o n t r a s t i n g

t r e n d s  in  th e  second h a l f  o f  th e  18th  c e n tu ry  whereby wages in  th e  so u th

o f  England in c re a s e d  only  s lo w ly ,  whereas in  L a n c a s h ire  and th e  N orth  they  
2

ro s e  r a p i d l y .  F ig u re  22 shows a r a t e  o f  in c r e a s e  f o r  L a n c a s h ire  b u i l d e r s  

o f  54% f o r  c ra f t sm e n  and 94% f o r  l a b o u r e r s ,  whereas F ig u re s  23 and 24 show 

much s lo w er  r a t e s  o f  growth f o r  w orkers  i n  th e  s o u th e rn  c o u n t i e s .  F ig u re  23 

b ased  on th e  Phelps  Brown in d e x  (which as we n o ted  above i s  in  tu r n  based  

on an amalgam o f  Gilboy and Bowley/Wood d a ta )  p o in t s  to  an in c r e a s e  o f  21% 

f o r  c ra f t sm e n  and 9% f o r  l a b o u r e r s ,  b u t  th e  Tucker in d ex  (F ig u re  24) shows an 

even s lo w er  r a t e  o f  growth f o r  London a r t i s a n s  o f  o n ly  3% between 1750 and 1790,

1 Bowley r e f e r s  to th e  r a t e s  o f  change form o f  a n a l y s i s  as ’k in e t i c *  as 
opposed to  th e  ’ s t a t i c a l ’ accum ula tion  o f  wage co n ce n su s .  Wages in  
th e  19th  Century (1900),  p . 3.

2 G ilboy ,  o p . c i t . .  C h .V II I ;  and Dean & C ole , o p . c i t . ,  p p . 18-20 .
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The g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n s  which a r e  drawn from th e  G ilboy work by 

Deane & Cole^ c o n ta in  two main e le m e n ts :  f i r s t l y ,  v e ry  l i t t l e  change in

wage r a t e s  anywhere i n  th e  co u n try  b e fo re  the m id-1760s, and, s eco n d ly  

t h a t  the  r a t e  o f  in c r e a s e  was lower i n  th e  s o u th  than  in  th e  n o r th  o f  

E ng land . Taking th e  m id land  d a ta  we can co n f irm  th e  r e l a t i v e  s t a b i l i t y  

o f  r a t e s  u n t i l  th e  m id-1760s, b u t  n o te  a l s o  t h a t  the  o v e r a l l  r a t e  o f  in c r e a s e  

down to  1790 i s  much h ig h e r  than  i n  the  so u th  as  Table  2 show s.

TABLE 2 B u i ld in g  Wages (% change 1750-90)

A rea C raftsm en  Labourers

M idlands 42 52

L a n c a s h i re  54 91

London 8 4

Kent 22 24

Oxford 14 16

T urn ing  to  th e  o th e r  indexes  f o r  e s t a t e  and road  la b o u r  th e  major 

co m p ara tiv e  p rob lem  h e re  i s  t h a t  th e re  i s  very  l i t t l e  in  a n a t i o n a l  sen se  

a g a i n s t  which to  ju d g e  th e  m idland d a t a .  Bow ley 's  in d e x  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

wages (F ig  25) r e s t s  on s p o t  o b s e rv a t io n s  from Young (1770) and Eden (1795) 

w i th  th e  assu m p tio n  t h a t  th e  in c r e a s e  of abou t 25% between th e s e  d a te s  

comes m o s tly  i n  th e  e a r l y  1790s. Whereas th e  m idland d a ta  shows more 

change th an  t h i s  from th e  1770s (a l th o u g h  in  the  1780s wages a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  

s t a g n a n t )  p ro d u c in g  a r a t e  o f  in c r e a s e  o f  37.5%, o r  h a l f  as much a g a in  as 

th e  n a t i o n a l  r a t e .

O p .c i t . , p . 19
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The r e a l l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  wage r a t e  in c r e a s e s  i n  th e  M idlands come i n  

the  p o s t-1 7 9 0  p e r io d  when they r i s e  by between 85% and 100% to  the  peak 

y e a r s  1812-14, w ith  th e  b u i l d in g  s e r i e s  b e in g  n e a r e r  to  th e  85% l e v e l  and 

th e  e s t a t e / r o a d  r a t e s  n e a r e r  to  100%, In  f a c t  the  s o u rce  o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  

l i e s  i n  th e  y e a rs  1812-14 when th e  l a t t e r  s e r i e s  r i s e  to  a much h ig h e r  peak 

(a l th o u g h  t h e i r  f a l l  from t h i s  peak was a l s o  much f a s t e r ) .

Table 3 p la c e s  th e se  r e s u l t s  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  o th e r  main wage 

s e r i e s  and i n d i c a t e s  a f a s t e r  r a t e  o f  in c r e a s e  in  the  M idlands than  a l l  th e  

s e r i e s  ex c e p t  Bowley. This p a r t i c u l a r  index  i s  in  many ways un ique in  t h a t  

the  peak r a t e s  a re  p a id  from a very  e a r l y  d a te  (1806) and th e  v e ry  sharp  

X’ i n c r e a s e  in  paces a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  y e a r s  from 1809-13 appear  to  have had 

no e f f e c t  a t  a l l  on wage r a t e s . ^  However i f  we look  a t  the  b e s t  n a t i o n a l  

coverage  o f  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  wages ( in  th e  Wood index  F ig  25) th e  r a t e  o f  

i n c r e a s e  i s  v e ry  s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  o f  th e  Midland b u i l d in g  w o rk e rs ,  ex c e p t  

t h a t  i n  th e  Midlands th e  s e r i e s  reac h es  a much h ig h e r  peak in  1812-14,

2a l th o u g h  i t  sh o u ld  be no ted  t h a t  Wood has no f i g u r e s  between 1810 and 1816 

which makes r e a l i s t i c  com parison v e ry  d i f f i c u l t .  I t  i s  i n  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  

p e r i o d ,  a f t e r  1810, t h a t  th e  Midland d a ta  ap p ea rs  to  d i f f e r  from th e  o th e r  

s e r i e s  as  th e  former r i s e s  to  even g r e a t e r  l e v e l s  w h i l s t  th e  l a t t e r  rem ains 

a t ,  o r  on ly  s l i g h t l y  above, i t s  1810 p o s i t i o n .

The very  h ig h  wage in d ex  f i g u r e s  reco rd ed  in  the  M idlands j u s t  b e fo r e  

th e  end o f  th e  N apoleonic wars were n o t  s u s t a in e d  f o r  v e ry  long .  I n  th e  

two s e r i e s  which might be s a id  to r e p r e s e n t  th e  r u r a l  s e c t o r  ( th e  e s t a t e  and

Bowley*s index  f o r  th e se  y e a rs  i s  a t  i t s  most s u s p e c t  g iv e n  the  gap 
betw een h i s  main so u rc e s  Eden (1795) and the  S.C. on L a b o u re r s ’ wages 
(1824) se e  J . R . S . S . (1895),  p . 704.

E . J .  (1 8 9 9 ) ,  p . 591.
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TABLE 3 % I n c r e a s e  1790 -  1812--14

Midlands B u i ld in g  c ra f tsm en 83

B u ild in g  la b o u re r s 86

E s t a t e  la b o u re r s 97

Road la b o u re r s 94

Wood Town w orkers 70

Tucker London A r t i s a n s 54

Phelps B u i ld in g  c ra f tsm en 66
Brown B u ild in g  la b o u re r s 68

Bowley A g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers 96

road w orkers)  r a t e s  f a l l  q u ic k ly  a f t e r  1814 and a l th o u g h  th e  b u i l d in g  index  

h o ld s  up f o r  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r ,  i t  too f a l l s  q u ic k ly  to  a tro u g h  in  th e  y e a r s  

1822-23. As m ight be ex p ec ted  th e  s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s  r a t e  does n o t  f a l l  a s  

f a r  as  the  o th e r  u n s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs .^  Table  4 shows th e  immediate p o s t-w a r  

d e c l in e  i n  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  of th e  o th e r  indexes  and a g a in  i l l u s t r a t e s  the

TABLE 4

Midlands

% D e c lin e  1812-14 -  1822-3

Wood

Tucker

B u i ld in g  c ra f tsm en  

B u i ld in g  la b o u re r s  

E s t a t e  la b o u r  

Road la b o u r

Town w orkers  

London A r t is a n s

P he lps  C raftsm en  
Brown L aboure rs

Bowley A g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers

-13

-24

-24

-29

-  9

-  7

no change 
no change

-29

f a s t e r  r a t e  o f  change i n  th e  M idlands (a l th o u g h  t h i s  i s  now a d e c l in e )  

r e l a t i v e  to  th e  o th e r  main s e r i e s .  Also once a g a in  th e r e  i s  a marked s i m i l a r i t y

See th e  c h a p te r  on o c c u p a t io n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  below. C h .6.



1 3 6

between th e  two m ain ly  r u r a l  s e r i e s  f o r  e s t a t e  and ro ad  la b o u re r s  and the

Bowley index  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  wages. The s m a l le r  r e d u c t io n  i n  s k i l l e d  r a t e s

i s  a l s o  seen  and th e  absence  o f  any d e c l in e  a t  a l l  i n  th e  P he lp s  Brown index

1i s  r e m in is c e n t  o f  th e  p o s i t i o n  n o te d  above in  th e  L e i c e s t e r  in d e x .

In  th e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h i s  t rough  a l l  th e  s e r i e s  move upwards a g a in  in  th e  

mid-1820s (a l th o u g h  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  upward re c o v e ry  v a r i e s  f o r  each  

s e r i e s )  on ly  to  f a l t e r  and d e c l in e  down to  1834. The p r e s s u r e s  o f  r u r a l  

underemployment r e f l e c t e d  in  r a p id l y  r i s i n g  poor r a t e s  o b v io u s ly  had a v e ry  

s e r io u s  e f f e c t  on payments made to  la b o u r  on the  ro a d s ,  and t h i s  i s  seen  

in  th e  wage in d e x  which b a r e l y  r e c o v e rs  a t  a l l  b e fo r e  f a l l i n g  away b a d ly  i n  

the  e a r l y  1830s.

Table  5 compares th e  wage l e v e l s  i n  the  y e a r s  1832-4 , f o r  th e  m idland  

and the  o th e r  p u b l i s h e d  s e r i e s ,  w i th  th e  p re -w ar  p o s i t i o n .  T h is  shows t h a t  

b u i l d in g  c ra f tsm e n  in  th e  m idlands were a b l e  to  r e t a i n  a l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  

of the  w artim e in c r e a s e  i n  a s i m i l a r  way to  th e  P h e lp s  Brown in d e x  f o r  

b u i l d e r s  i n  th e  s o u th  o f  E ngland . The o v e r a l l  i n c r e a s e  over th e  1790 l e v e l  

i s  much h ig h e r  th an  e i t h e r  th e  London a r t i s a n  s e r i e s  o f  the  Wood in d e x  of  

town w orkers ,  w hereas th e  b u i l d in g  la b o u re r s  do n o t  r e t a i n  q u i t e  as much 

as t h e i r  s o u th e rn  e q u iv a le n t s  a l th o u g h  they  too  g a in  more than  e i t h e r  T u c k e r 's  

London A r t i s a n s  o r  Wood's town w o rk e rs .  E s t a t e  la b o u r  i n  th e  m id lands a l s o  

ap p ea rs  to  have done b e t t e r  th an  the  n a t i o n a l  ave rage  ( r e p r e s e n te d  by the  

Bowley index) d e s p i t e  th e  d e c l in e  o f  th e  l a t e r  1820s. Indeed  i t  i s  on ly  the  

road  la b o u re r s  whose r a t e s  appear to  have s l ip p e d  back f a s t e r  than  th e  o th e r  

main s e r i e s .

This rev iew  o f  the more im p o r ta n t  t r e n d s  i n  m idland  wage r a t e s  has 

shown t h a t  up to  1812-14 th e r e  was a n o t i c e a b l y  f a s t e r  r a t e  of in c r e a s e  than

See above p . 80.
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TABLE 5 % I n c r e a s e  1790 - 1832-4

Midlands B u i ld in g  c ra f tsm en 73

B u i ld in g  la b o u re r s 52

E s t a t e  la b o u r 60

Road la b o u r 35

Wood Town w orkers 44

Tucker London A r t i s a n s 39

P h e lp s C raftsm en 66
Brown L abourers 68

Bowley A g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers 50

i s  shown i n  th e  Gilboy s e r i e s  f o r  s o u th e rn  b u i l d e r s  o r  London A r t i s a n s  o r  

the  Wood in d e x .  The G ilboy d a ta  f o r  L a n c a sh ire  up to  1790 shows an even 

f a s t e r  r a t e  of in c r e a s e  f o r  b u i l d e r s  than  in  th e  M id lands, b u t  i t  i s  n o t  

p o s s i b l e  to  fo l lo w  t h i s  com parison i n t o  th e  19th c e n tu ry  in  th e  absence  of 

th e  wage d a t a .  As f a r  as th e  e s t a t e  s e r i e s  i s  concerned  th e r e  ap p ea rs  to 

have been a f a s t e r  r a t e  of i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  M idlands (v i s  a v i s  th e  Bowley 

index) from 1770-90 b u t  t h e r e a f t e r  th e  two s e r i e s  a r e  rem arkab ly  s i m i l a r  

r i s i n g  by 96% and 97% r e s p e c t i v e l y  to  a w artim e peak and th en  f a l l i n g  by 

24% and 29% down to 1822-3. Whereas the  o th e r  Midland r a t e s  f a l l  f a s t e r  th a n  

th e  w ider  s e r i e s  b u t  a l s o  re c o v e r  more s t r o n g ly  down to  1834, Thus th e  

changes i n  wage l e v e l s  i n  th e  M idlands s e r i e s  f o r  b u i l d in g  and road  la b o u r  

ap p ea r  more d ra m a tic  a l th o u g h  a t  th e  end o f  th e  p e r io d ,  in  1834, on ly  the  

road  la b o u re r s  show a low er o v e r a l l  i n c r e a s e  over 1790 th an  the  o th e r  s e r i e s  

which have a w ider n a t i o n a l  co v erag e .

These o b s e rv a t io n s  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  M idlands improved i t s  p o s i t i o n  

r e l a t i v e  to  o th e r  a r e a s  i n  term s o f  wage r a t e s  i n  th e  l a t e  18th  and e a r l y  

19 th  c e n tu ry  and i t  i s  w i th  t h i s  n o t io n  in  mind t h a t  th e  d i s c u s s io n  tu rn s  to  

a b s o lu t e  wage l e v e l s  r a t h e r  than  r e l a t i v e  t re n d s  o v e r  t im e . Once a g a in .
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however, the  m ajor d i f f i c u l t y  becomes one o f  f i n d i n g  an a c c e p ta b l e  s ta n d a rd  

a g a i n s t  which to judge th e  Midland d a ta  -  a c c e p ta b le  i n  th e  sen se  o f  a 

c o n s i s t e n t  s e r i e s  over as long a p e r io d  as  p o s s i b l e .  No a b s o lu t e  f i g u r e s  

a re  g iv e n  by e i t h e r  Tucker o r  Wood so th e re  i s  l i t t l e  c h o ic e  b u t  to  use  

P he lp s  Brown, Gilboy and Bowley.

The long s e r i e s  o f  b u i l d in g  wages i n  so u th e rn  England produced  by

Phelps  Brown and S h e i la  Hopkins^ was based  m ostly  upon th e  p u b l i s h e d  work

o f Thorold  Rogers f o r  th e  y e a r s  down to 1700 and th e  G ilboy  and Bowley d a ta

t h e r e a f t e r .  From 1750 to  around 1800 th e  s e r i e s  f o r  s o u th e rn  England i s  based

on o b s e rv a t io n s  from Oxford, M aidstone and London b u t  in  the  19th  c e n tu ry

2th e  main e lem ent becomes Bowley 's  index  o f  London b u i l d in g  wages. R a th e r  

than  compare th e  M idlands w i th  th e  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  o f  G i lb o y ’s d a ta  I  have 

tak en  th e  main P he lp s  Brown in d ex ,  to g e th e r  w i th  th e  L a n c a s h i r e  b u i l d in g  

s e r i e s  from G ilboy , and th e se  a r e  compared in  F ig u re s  26 arid-27.

The r e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l  between s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s  i n  th e  M idlands and 

th e  so u th  c lo se d  over th e  whole p e r io d  from 1750-1834. In  th e  1750s a 

s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r  i n  th e  M idlands r e c e iv e d  abou t th r e e  q u a r t e r s  of th e  r a t e  

be ing  p a id  to h i s  s o u th e rn  c o u n te r p a r t ,  b u t  by th e  e a r l y  1830s t h i s  had 

r i s e n  to  90%. Looking a t  th e  L a n c a sh ire  index  up to 1790 the  main f e a t u r e  

i s  t h a t  t h i s  c lo se s  on th e  so u th e rn  r a t e  a t  a f a s t e r  p a c e ,  l e a v in g  th e  M idlands 

w e l l  beh ind  a f t e r  hav ing  been very  c lo se  in  the  e a r l y  1750s. B u i ld in g  

la b o u re r s  i n  th e  Midlands a l s o  c au g h t up on t h e i r  s o u th e rn  e q u i v a le n t s  over 

the  p e r io d  b u t  w i th in  lower l i m i t s  than  t h e i r  s k i l l e d  c o l l e a g u e s :  from abou t

65% o f  th e  s o u th e rn  r a t e  i n  the  1750s to 83% in  the  e a r l y  1830s. T h is  s te a d y

1 Economica (1955).

2 J .R .S .S .  (1901).
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r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  c o n t r a s t s  m arkedly  w ith  th e  L a n c a sh ire  l a b o u re r s  whose 

r a t e s  jumped v e ry  s h a rp ly  i n  th e  1760s and 1780s to o v e r ta k e  Midland r a t e s  

in  1790 by 17% and s o u th e rn  r a t e s  by 10%.

Thus b o th  M idland and L a n c a sh ire  b u i l d e r s  were c lo s in g  th e  gap between 

them and t h e i r  s o u th e rn  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  a l th o u g h  in  th e  M idlands th e  pace  of 

t h i s  c lo s u r e  was much s lo w er .  I t  i s  a l s o  p e rh ap s  w orth  n o t in g  t h a t  b o th  

o f  th e  b u i l d in g  la b o u re r s  indexes  moved q u ic k e r  th an  the  s k i l l e d  index  from 

1750 to  th e  1800s, i n d i c a t i n g  a g r e a t e r  degree  o f  p r e s s u r e  on th e  u n s k i l l e d  

la b o u r  m a rk e t .  This  t r e n d  i s  m a in ta in e d  d u r in g  th e  F rench  wars as Midland 

b u i l d in g  la b o u re r s  g a in  on t h e i r  s o u th e rn  c o l le a g u e s  a t  a much f a s t e r  r a t e  

than  th e  b u i l d in g  c ra f t s m e n .  But, a f t e r  1815, th e  l a b o u re r s  r a t e s  f a l l  

f a s t e r  so t h a t  i n  th e  e a r l y  1830s t h e i r  wages a r e  83% of s o u th e rn  l a b o u r e r s ,  

w hereas th e  s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s  a r e  p a id  90% of th e  s o u th e rn  s k i l l e d  r a t e s .  

Looking a t  th e  whole p e r io d  th e r e f o r e  th e  o v e r a l l  r e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

betw een th e  M idlands and the  s o u th  c lo s e s  fo r  b o th  s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  

b u i l d e r s ,  b u t  i n  th e  case  o f  th e  l a t t e r  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e r o s io n  o f  th e  war 

i s  n o t  s u s t a in e d  a l th o u g h  th e  gap i s  s t i l l  reduced  from 37% in  1750 to  17% 

in  1834. For th e  c ra f tsm en  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  narrow ed from 28% i n  1750 to 

10% in  th e  1830s.

T urn ing  to  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  a com parison o f  Midland e s t a t e  wages 

and th e  Bowley in d e x  (F ig  Z8) shows a lm os t the  o p p o s i te  t r e n d s  from t h e s e , i n  

th e  b u i l d in g  in d e x ;  the  M idland w orkers  f a l l  way beh ind  th e  n a t i o n a l  index  

in  the  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  th e  w ar,  b u t  then  push ahead beyond th e  n a t i o n a l  index  

a f t e r  1808. The problem s in v o lv e d  in  the  use  o f  the  Bowley index  were 

o u t l i n e d  above so t h a t  too  much w e ig h t sho u ld  n o t  be p la c e d  on th e  a p p a re n t  

lag  o f  th e  M idlands b eh in d  the  n a t i o n a l  s e r i e s  from 1790 because  th e  coverage
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o f  th e  Bowley index  i s  so poor th ro u g h o u t  th e  w ar. Of more g e n e ra l  

im portance  i s  th e  o v e r a l l  t r e n d  o f  th e  Midland wage r a t e s  in  r i s i n g  from 

14% below th e  n a t i o n a l  av e ra g e  i n  1770 to  abou t 7% above in  th e  1830s.

These com parisons o f  r e g io n a l  a n d /o r  n a t i o n a l  a v e ra g es  a r e  f r a u g h t  w i th  

problems o f  uneven coverage  and d i s p e r s i o n ,  b u t  they  do appear  to  show t h a t  

th e  n o t i c e a b l e  la g  o f  Midland wage r a t e s  i n  the  m idd le  o f  the  18th  c e n tu ry  

had been eroded  by th e  1830s; and t h i s  would tend  to  confirm  th e  im p re s s io n  

th a t  r e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  as a whole were c o n t r a c t i n g  as i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  

p ro c e e d e d .^

I I

Having examined th e  p o s i t i o n  of th e  M idlands i n  r e l a t i o n  to  such  n a t i o n a l

d a ta  t h a t  e x i s t s ,  th e  n e x t  t a s k  i s  to  d i s a g g re g a te  th e  mean in d i c e s  and look

a t  changes i n  wage l e v e l s  w i th i n  th e  r e g io n  i t s e l f .  Taking L e i c e s t e r s h i r e

f i r s t ,  th e  o v e r a l l  im p re ss io n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  wages were f a i r l y  h ig h  w i th in

th e  range  o f  o b s e rv a t io n s  f o r  th e  r e g io n  as a w hole. The most im p o r ta n t

s e r i e s ,  fo r  L e i c e s t e r  b u i l d e r s  (a d m i t te d ly  an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e r i e s  and p ro b ab ly

l e s s  f l e x i b l e  than  the  e s t a t e  b u i l d e r s  f o r  o th e r  c o u n t ie s  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  

21815) shows t h a t  wages k e p t  w e l l  up w i th  the  h ig h  l e v e l s  p a id  i n  N ottingham  

and S t a f f o r d s h i r e  b e fo re  1815, and t h e r e a f t e r  they a r e  o f t e n  th e  h i g h e s t  i n  

the  sam ple .  One rea so n  f o r  t h i s  must have been th e  v e ry  r a p id  i n c r e a s e  i n  

L e i c e s t e r ' s  p o p u la t io n  a f t e r  1801 c r e a t i n g  demand f o r  houses d e s p i t e  th e

1  ̂ Deane & C o le ., o p . c i t . , p . 18.

2 Some s c a t t e r e d  o b s e rv a t io n s  from Ravens tone h o s p i t a l  however con firm  th e  
t y p i c a l i t y  o f  L e i c e s t e r  r a t e s  b e fo r e  1815.

3 Between 1801 and 1831 th e  r a t e  of grow th was tw ice  th e  n a t i o n a l  av e ra g e  
(32.5% : 16.0%).
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d e p re s s io n  in  th e  h o s ie r y  in d u s t r y .  I t  was i n  the  e a r l y  19 th  c e n tu ry  t h a t  

the  f u l l e s t  im pact o f  th e  c a n a l  developm ents was f e l t  i n  c e n t r a l i s i n g  economic 

in f l u e n c e  on th e  county  town.^

The v e ry  sk e tc h y  ev idence  from e s t a t e s  i n  t h i s  county  a l s o  con firm s 

th e s e  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  l e v e l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  the  18th c e n tu ry .  D ata  from 

S ta i n to n  H aro ld ,  C rox ton , Loughborough and B u r le ig h  shows wage r a t e s  w e ll  

above th e  mean, a l th o u g h  th e  on ly  o b s e r v a t io n s  a f t e r  1815, from S tau n to n  and 

Beaumanor Park  (Woodhouse) s u g g e s t  r a t e s  had s l ip p e d  beh ind  th e  more 

p ro sp e ro u s  farm ing  a re a s  in  N o tt in g h am sh ire  and S t a f f o r d s h i r e .  I t  i s  a l s o  

n o t i c e a b l e  t h a t  th e  o b s e rv a t io n s  f o r  th e  18th  c e n tu ry  a r e  m ostly  from the  

w e s te rn  p a r t s  o f  th e  coun ty ,  where a r a b l e  fa rm ing  was more common, and th e  

i n f lu e n c e  o f  th e  urban  food m arke ts  around L e i c e s t e r  may have been  v i t a l  

r e l a t i v e  to  th e  a r e a s  in  th e  e a s t  o f  th e  co u n ty ,  where c o n v e rs io n  to  the  l e s s  

l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e  p a s t o r a l  system  had o c c u r r e d .

I n  f a c t  th e  on ly  o b s e r v a t io n s  from t h i s  r u r a l  e a s t e r n  s e c t o r  a r e  f o r

road  la b o u re r s  i n  Burrough where r a t e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d  were c o n s i s t e n t l y

2w e l l  below th e  r e g io n a l  mean. T his  p a r i s h  was a lm ost co m p le te ly  p a s t o r a l  

and the  very  low r a t e s  p a id  and th e  la c k  o f  any r e a l l y  d ra m a t ic  changes even 

i n  th e  N apoleon ic  Wars was a l s o  n o t i c e a b l e  a t  S haw ell ,  and Kimcote, in  th e  

X" f a r  sou th  o f  th e  cou n ty ,  where e ^ e s  were c o n s i s t e n t l y  below mean. O ther road  

l a b o u re r s  s e r i e s  have two q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s :  one f o r  what m ight be

c a l l e d  th e  q u a s i -u rb a n  p a r i s h e s  o f  M arket Harborough, L u t te rw o r th  and 

B elg rave  which show r a t e s  w e l l  above th e  r e g io n a l  mean, e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1815.

1 See above C h . l .

2 98% o f  th e  a c re a g e  in  the  1801 Crop R e tu rn s ,  H osk ins ,  o p . c i t . , p . 145; 
and th e  1837 Crop R e tu rn s ,  M i l l s ,  op . c i t . ,  p . 165.
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The o th e r  p a t t e r n  f o r  K irby Muxloe and S toke Golding embodies v e ry  sh a rp  

in c r e a s e s  i n  wage r a t e s  up to  1815 b u t  a l s o  e q u a l ly  sharp  r e d u c t io n s  in  the  

fo l lo w in g  d e p re s s io n .  I n  th e  l a t t e r  p a r i s h ,  t h i s  sharp  movement ahead of, 

b u t  then  b e h in d , th e  mean seems to  have been  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  the  r a p id  

e x p an s io n  o f  the  dom estic  h o s i e r y  in d u s t r y  which drew la b o u r  i n t o  th e  H inck ley  

a r e a ,  on ly  to become s e v e r e ly  unemployed a f t e r  1815 l e a d in g  i n e v i t a b l y  to 

v e iy  low wage r a t e s  in  th e  1820s.^  However the  re a so n s  f o r  th e  v a r i a b l e  

p a t t e r n  i n  K irby Muxloe i s  more d i f f i c u l t  to e x p la in  as  th e re  was l i t t l e

k n i t t i n g  in  t h i s  p a r i s h  b u t  th e re  was a v e ry  sharp  in c r e a s e  i n  p o p u la t io n
2 . 3 .

a f t e r  1801 and th e  s o i l s  around th e  p a r i s h  were v e ry  heavy le a d in g  to

some i n f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  the  p o s t-1 8 1 5  d e p re s s io n .

The buoyancy o f  r a t e s  in  the  u rban  p a r i s h e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1815 when 

they w ere between 20% and 30% above th e  mean, p ro b ab ly  stems from t h e i r  more 

v a r i e d  employment s t r u c t u r e  w i th  th e  r ib b o n  t r a d e ,  c a r p e t  m an u fac tu re  and

o th e r  s e r iv c e  t r a d e s  b e in g  added to  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  la b o u r  in  th e se

open tow nsh ips .  P o p u la t io n  i n  th e se  p a r i s h e s  a l s o  grew q u ic k ly  r e l a t i v e  to  

more r u r a l  a r e a s  l i k e  S haw ell ,  Kimcote o r  Burrough.

There ap p ea rs  t h e r e f o r e  to  have been a r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  r a t e s  

p a id  i n  u rban  and r u r a l  a r e a s  a f t e r  1815 as the  p o s t-w a r  d e p re s s io n  worsened 

i n  the  1820s and th e  im p re s s io n  o f  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  as  a w e l l  p a id  county  r e s t s  

h e a v i ly  on th e  w eigh t o f  th e  u rban  a r e a s .  As f a r  as th e  t im ing  o f  wage 

r a t e  changes i s  conce rned , th e  b e w ild e r in g  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  th e  s e r i e s  makes the 

a t te m p t  to  g e n e r a l i s e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  hazardous  b u t  the  b u lk  o f  th e  in c r e a s e s  

appea r  to  have been p a id  b e f o r e ,  r a t h e r  th an  a f t e r ,  1806. T h is  i s  c e r t a i n l y

1 M i l l s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 253, Pye, o p . c i t . ,  p . 431, and above C h . l .

2 M i l l s ,  i b i d .

3 C u r t i s ,  o p . c i t . , p . 86.
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in  c o n t r a s t  to  o th e r  a re a s  such  as N o r th am p to n sh ire ,  and cou ld  i n d i c a t e  lower 

l e v e l s  o f  s u rp lu s  la b o u r  i n  th e  1790s. B efo rey ? 7 9 0 s , th e  l a t e r  1760s and 

e a r l y  1770s appear as a p e r io d  o f  f a i r l y  r a p id  i n c r e a s e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  co u n ty ,  

whereas a f t e r  1815 th e  pace  o f  wage r e d u c t io n  v a r i e s  v e ry  much as th e  above 

comments have shown.

The p o s i t i o n  o f  N o tt in g h am sh ire  as one o f  th e  most i n d u s t r i a l i s e d

c o u n t ie s  i n  England d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  the  19th  cen tu ry ^  s u g g e s ts  t h a t

wage r a t e s  would have been  f a i r l y  h ig h  and t h i s  i s  confirm ed  by the  d a ta

p r e s e n te d  above. This  im p re s s io n  i s  much c l e a r e r  i n  th e  b u i l d in g  and e s t a t e

s e r i e s ,  a l th o u g h  th e  road  la b o u re r s  s e r i e s  a r e  so poor t h a t  v e ry  d e f i n i t e

c o n c lu s io n s  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  make. Wage r a t e s  i n  b u i l d in g  were c o n s i s t e n t l y

among th e  h ig h e s t  p a id  i n  th e  r e g io n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  p e r io d  b u t  go even f u r t h e r

ahead of th e  mean p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  1790. At S t r e l l e y ,  j u s t  o u t s id e

N ottingham  wages r i s e  v e ry  q u ic k ly  in  th e  e a r l y  1790s and were undoub ted ly

a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  r a p id  expans ion  of th e  c o a l f i e l d  a r e a  around th e  Erewash

V a l le y ,  which was s t im u la t e d  by th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of th e  c a n a l  complex in  t h i s

2w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  the  co u n ty .  There i s  f u r t h e r  ev idence  from S t r e l l e y  and 

N ottingham t h a t  the  p r e s s u r e  was g r e a t e r  on u n s k i l l e d  r a t e s  co n f irm in g  th e  

demand f o r  can a l  la b o u re r s  as w e l l  as th e  r i s i n g  employment l e v e l s  i n  m in ing  

and a g r i c u l t u r e .

The buoyancy o f b u i l d in g  wages in  N ottingham  is  m a in ta in e d  th ro u g h o u t

the war and on in t o  the  1820s, as p o p u la t io n  grew a t  r a t e s  above th e  n a t i o n a l

3average  d e s p i t e  th e  problem s o f  overcrow ding w i th in  th e  c i t y  w a l l s .  A f te r

I " '  J .D .M a r s h a l l ,  o p . c i t . , p . 58, and r e f e r  to  o c c u p a t io n a l  t a b l e s  i n  C h . l .

2 See above, C h . l ,  p . 38.

3 See S.D.Chapman, pass im , and above, p . 49.
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the  war th e  s p e c t a c u la r  boom in  the  la c e  i n d u s t r y  seems to  have o f f s e t  th e  

d e p re s s iv e  e f f e c t s  of th e  h o s ie r y  slump and le d  to f u r t h e r  p r e s s u r e  on th e  

u n s k i l l e d  r a t e  in  the  mid-1820s when th e  p a t e n t  e x p i re d  on H e a th c o a t ’s 

p r o c e s s ,^  and by th e  1830s a l th o u g h  b o th  s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  wages were 

h ig h e r  than  the  mean, th e  l a t t e r  were v e ry  much h ig h e r  (20% above r e l a t i v e  

to  10% f o r  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s ) .

O ther e s t a t e  b u i l d e r s  i n  th e  c o u n t y ,a t  Muskham,were a l s o  p a id  a t  r a t e s

much h ig h e r  than  the  mean, e s p e c i a l l y  th e  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u re r s  i n  th e  1800s.

However some q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to  th e se  h ig h  l e v e l s  ap p ea rs  i n  r a t e s  p a id  to

b u i l d e r s  on th e  Welbeck Abbey e s t a t e ,  n e a r  Worksop where wages f e l l  beh ind

th e  r e g io n a l  mean very  bad ly  i n  the  1790s. The re a so n s  f o r  t h i s  la g  appea r

to  have been p e c u l i a r  to  b u i l d in g  as th e  wages p a id  to  o r d in a r y  e s t a t e  w orkers

in  no way lagged  b e h in d ,  and they  cou ld  have been a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  c r i p p l i n g

f i n a n c i a l  problem s o f  th e  e s t a t e  i n  th e  l a t e  18th  c e n tu ry .  These d i f f i c u l t i e s

ap p ea r  to  have checked th e  pace o f  the  b u i l d in g  programme a l th o u g h  th e  f o u r th

Duke r e t a i n e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s id e  o f  th e  e s t a t e  where

2r e tu r n s  were presum ably more f i n a n c i a l  than  a e s t h e t i c .

Wage r a t e s  p a id  to  o r d in a r y  e s t a t e  l a b o u re r s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  county  and 

th ro u g h o u t the  p e r io d  were c o n s i s t e n t l y  above th e  mean. Whether th e  d a ta  

comes from the  n o r th  w e s te rn  a r e a  a t  S e r lb y  o r  Hodsock, where s o i l s  were more 

i n f l e x i b l e ,  o r  from North  W heatley o r  Tlorney in  th e  e a s t  where th e  p o o r ly  

d ra in e d  c la y s  h e ld  up th e  p ro g re s s  o f  tu rn ip  husb an d ry ,  wage r a t e s  were h ig h .

At S t r e l l e y ,  j u s t  o u t s id e  N ottingham  i t s e l f ,  r a t e s  were v e ry  h ig h ,  as they  

were f o r  b u i l d e r s ,  b o th  d u r in g  the  F rench  wars and in  th e  1830s, and even a t

1 Roy Church, p a s s im , and above, C h . l .

2 A .S .T u r b e r v i l l e ,  A H is to r y  o f  Welbeck Abbey and i t s  ow ners . V o l . I I .  
1755-1879 (1958), Ch.IV and V.
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G onals ton  and Winkburn in  th e  c e n t r a l  c la y  a r e a ,  where s m a l le r  farm  u n i t s  

and th e  p re v a le n c e  o f  a summer f a l lo w  made a g r i c u l t u r e  d i f f i c u l t ,  wage r a t e s  

were 15% above th e  mean by 1810.

Some s p e c i a l  n o te  shou ld  be ta k e n  o f  th e  S a v i l l e  e s t a t e s  a t  R u ffo rd ,  

and th e  N orth  W heatley farms o f  th e  M iddle ton  f a m i ly .  I n  b o th  o f  th e se  

p la c e s  wages were poor i n  the  1750s and 1760s, when b o th  e s t a t e s  had r e c e n t l y  

been  ex tended  by the  e n c lo s u re  of w aste  la n d ,  and which were used 

p red o m in an tly  f o r  tim ber p l a n t a t i o n s  o r  sheepw alks . With the  g e n e r a l  in c r e a s e  

in  p r i c e s  i n  the  l a t t e r  h a l f  of th e  18th  c e n tu ry ,  and th e  p e r io d  o f  v e ry  

r a p id  pace in c r e a s e s  from th e  1790s, th e  c u l t i v a b l e  a re a s  were ex tended  and 

much g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  was taken  in  the  new methods o f  tu rn ip  husb an d ry .  I n  

t h i s  a re a  as a whole the  a r a b l e  a c re a g e  ro s e  from about 25% in  1790 to  over 

75% in  1830^ and g iven  th e  more l a b o u r - i n t e n s iv e  n a t u r e  o f  p r o d u c t io n ,  wage 

r a t e s  went up a c c o rd in g ly .  (This t r e n d  would appear  to  have been th e  r e v e r s e  

o f  th e  p a t t e r n  n o ted  i n  E a s t e r n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  where th e  a r a b l e  a c re a g e  f e l l  

d r a m a t ic a l ly  in  th e  fa c e  o f  ex tended  sheep husbandry and r u r a l  d e p o p u la t io n  

soon fo l lo w e d ) .  At b o th  R uffo rd  and N orth  Wheatley wage r a t e s  began to  r i s e  

v ery  q u ic k ly  from th e  1790s as th e  f u l l  im pact of the  a g r a r i a n  changes was 

f e l t  on th e  la b o u r  m arke t .

I n  th e  y e a r s  a f t e r  1815 N o tt in g h am sh ire  e s t a t e  wages co n t in u e d  to  show 

w e l l  above th e  mean a t  S t r e l l e y ,  Hodsock and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  Worksop manor 

in  the  1820s. But on the  F r a n c k l in  e s t a t e s  a t  G onals ton  th e  r i g i d i t i e s  o f  

th e  c la y  s o i l s  were s u f f i c i e n t  to  reduce  wage r a t e s  to  l e v e l s  o n ly  b a r e ly  

above th e  mean as  the  p redom inan t w heat c rop  s u f f e r e d  s e v e re  p r i c e  r e d u c t io n s .  

This was in  sharp  c o n t r a s t  to  the  co n t in u ed  in v e s tm e n t  n o te d  on th e  l i g h t e r

Fowkes ( t h e s i s ) ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 545.
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sandy s o i l s  i n  th e  D ukeries  where th e  more mixed system  a llow ed  a change o f  

em phasis towards more l i v e s t o c k  p ro d u c ts  and p e r m i t t e d  h ig h e r  wage payments 

a t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Worksop manor n e a r  S h e f f i e l d . ^

The s e r i e s  f o r  ro ad  la b o u re r s  a r e  much w eaker a l th o u g h  a t  Misson in  

th e  f a r  n o r th  n e a r  D o n c a s te r ,  and a t  M an sf ie ld  the  wage r a t e s  a re  a good d ea l  

h ig h e r  than  th e  mean. I n  th e  c e n t r a l  c la y la n d  a re a s  th e  y e a r s  b e fo r e  1815 

saw th e  payment o f  wage r a t e s  which were above th e  mean a t  Laxton and N orw ell ,

b u t  th e se  r a t e s  do f a l l  beh ind  in  th e  d ep re ssed  1820s. E lsew here  i n  th e

county i n  th e  p o o re r  s o u th e rn  p a s tu r e l a n d s  th e  r a t e s  tend  to  be lower than 

th e  mean a t  E a s t  Leake, C ropw ell and S h e l fo rd .  Two p a r i s h e s  on th e  L in c o ln s h i r e  

b o r d e r ,  a t  K i lv in g to n  and S tau n to n ,  a l th o u g h  they s ta n d  n e x t  to  each o th e r  

e x h i b i t  very  d i f f e r e n t  t r e n d s  w ith  th e  form er 25% below th e  mean a f t e r  th e  

war and th e  l a t t e r  5% above i t  I I t  m igh t have been t h a t  K i lv in g to n  was such 

X a sm a l l  community o f  25-30 i n h a b i t a n t s  t h a t  roadwork was n e g l e c t e d .

W ith in  th e  coun ty  as  a whole th e  c i t y  o f  N ottingham , th e  p ro sp e ro u s

a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s  o f  th e  D u k e r ie s ,  and th e  p a r t s  o f  th e  n o r th  and w es t

b o rd e r in g  th e  c o a l f i e l d  c o n t in u e d  to  pay h igh  wages even a f t e r  th e  d e p re s s io n

in  1815. On some o f  th e  more i n f l e x i b l e  s o i l  a r e a s  i n  th e  c e n t r a l  and

s o u th e rn  p a r t s  o f  th e  county  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  d e p re s s io n  were s u f f i c i e n t

to d r iv e  r a t e s  below th e  mean, a l th o u g h  th e  o v e r a l l  im p re s s io n  would a g re e

2w ith  M arsh a l l  t h a t  t h i s  county  was n o t  ’ . . .  unduly  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n * .

As f a r  as th e  t im in g  o f  th e  wage changes were concerned  th e  p a t t e r n  i s

Very s i m i l a r  to  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  b e in g  c o n c e n t ra te d  i n  th e  l a t e r  1760s and 

e a r l y  1770s, th e n  th e  1790s and e a r l y  1800s w i th  l e s s  change t h e r e a f t e r

1 Fowkes, i b i d . , p . 552.

2 O p .c i t . ,  p .5 8 ._
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u n t i l  1815. I n  th e  p o s t  war y e a r s  th e  r a t e  o f  wage r e d u c t io n s  d id  v a ry  

w id e ly ,  as d id  t h e i r  r eco v e ry  i n  th e  l a t e r  1820s, depending  on th e  r e s p o n s iv e ­

n ess  o f  th e  r u r a l  economy to  th e  d e p re s s io n  in  a g r i c u l t u r e .

I n  sh a rp  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  f a i r l y  h ig h  wage l e v e l s  n o te d  in  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  

and N o t t in g h a m sh ire ,  th e  o v e r a l l  im p re s s io n  t h a t  emerges from th e  Northam pton­

s h i r e  d a t a ,  i s  th e  e x t e n t  to  which wages la g  beh ind  mean l e v e l s ;  a l th o u g h  

th e r e  i s  some ev idence  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  e x t e n t  of t h i s  d e f i c i e n c y  may 

have been reduced  in  some a re a s  by the  1830s.

A f t e r  1750 wages i n  N o rth am p to n sh ire  as a whole tended  to  r i s e  much 

more s low ly  than i n  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  M idlands so t h a t  by 1790 on ly  fo u r  

o f  th e  tw e n ty - f iv e  o b s e rv a t io n s  i n  th e  county  were above th e  mean. (The 

fo u r  were from p a r i s h e s  j u s t  o u t s id e  Northampton i t s e l f  and even they  were 

on ly  4% above th e  mean). At th e  end o f  th e  p e r io d ,  i n  th e  1830s, however, 

e i g h t  o u t  o f  f i f t e e n  o b s e rv a t io n s  a re  a t  o r  above the  mean, a l th o u g h  w i th in  

the  o th e r  seven  th e r e  a r e  a l s o  some e x tre m e ly  low r a t e s .

On th e  F i t z w i l l i a m  e s t a t e s  a t  M il to n ,  j u s t  o u t s id e  P e te rb o ro u g h ,  th e re

i s  ev id en ce  o f  b o th  of th e s e  t r e n d s  f o r  b u i l d e r s  and th e  more a g r i c u l t u r a l

e s t a t e  w o rk e rs .  B u ild in g  wages lagged  beh ind  the  mean to  an i n c r e a s in g

e x t e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from th e  1820s when t h e i r  r a t e s  were 25% l e s s  than  those

be ing  p a id  in  L e i c e s t e r  and N ottingham . But f o r  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers

t h e i r  w ages, which had been  below  the  mean th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d  o f  th e

French  w ars ,  re c o v e re d  rem arkab ly  in  th e  1820s to  be 20% above the  mean in

1834 when th e  r a t e s  were second only  to  Worksop and Trentham. E x a c t ly  why

th e re  was such  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p a t t e r n  on th e  same e s t a t e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to

d i s c o v e r ,  a l th o u g h  a s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  was no ted  above a t  Welbeck Abbey in
1 •

N o tt in g h a m s h ire .  There i s  c e r t a i n l y  some ev id en ce  t h a t  improvements

1 S te a n e ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 227.
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co n t in u ed  to tak e  p la c e  i n  th e  Soke of P e te rb o ro u g h  a f t e r  1815, w i th  l a r g e  

s c a l e  d ra in a g e  schemes i n  th e  Fens c o n t in u in g  within a f l e x i b l e  farm ing  fram e­

work p ro v id e d  by th e  l i g h t e r  s o i l s  which were more s u i t e d  to  th e  p r o d u c t io n  

of t u r n i p s .  There cou ld  a l s o  have been  a l u l l  i n  e s t a t e  b u i l d in g  a t  M il to n  

a t  t h i s  tim e a l th o u g h  why b u i l d in g  la b o u re r s  w ere s a t i s f i e d  w i th  wages which 

were l e s s  than  t h e i r  e s t a t e  c o l le a g u e s  on th e  farm and in  th e  ga rdens  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  to  u n d e rs ta n d .

E lsew here  in  th e  county th e  e s t a t e  la b o u re r s  s e r i e s  confirm  th e  im p re s s io n  

t h a t  wage r a t e s  f e l l  i n c r e a s in g ly  beh in d  th e  r e g io n a l  mean as th e  18th  c e n tu ry  

p ro g re s s e d .  O b se rv a t io n s  from G ra f to n  and C anon 's  Ashby in  th e  f a r  s o u th  

e a s t ,  from B r ig s to c k  and Bulwick, to  th e  n o r th  of K e t t e r i n g ,  a l l  show wages 

which c o n t in u e  to  s l i p  beh ind  th e  mean e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  1790s, when wage 

r a t e s  i n  t h i s  a re a  f a i l e d  to  r i s e  a t  th e  same pace as i n  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  

M id lands .

At b o th  M ilto n  and G ra f to n  wages d u r in g  th e  F rench  wars moved o n ly  s lo w ly ,  

r e l a t i v e  to  o th e r  r a t e s  i n  th e  r e g io n ,  u n t i l  1810 when they  b o th  ro s e  v e ry  

q u ic k ly  to a peak in  1813. I n  th e  p o s t  war y e a r s ,  th e  M ilto n  r a t e  rem ains 

v e ry  h ig h  as we saw above, b u t  the  G ra f to n  r a t e s  s in k  v e ry  s h a rp ly  in  th e  

1820s to  r e a c h  one o f  th e  lo w es t  l e v e l s  i n  th e  e n t i r e  sam ple, some 20% below 

th e  mean in  1834. T h is  d e c l i n e ,  and th e  e x t e n s iv e  use  o f  roundsmen in  

t h i s  a re a  r e f l e c t s  the  i n a b i l i t y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  c o ld ,  s t i f f  

c l a y  loams to  cope w ith  th e  d r a s t i c  f a l l  i n  w heat p r i c e s  a f t e r  1815.

For the  ro ad  la b o u re r s  t h e i e  appea rs  to have been  a s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  to  

t h a t  n o ted  i n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  where p a r i s h e s  c l o s e r  to th e  u rb an  a r e a s  and 

e s p e c i a l l y  N orthampton, were p a id  a t  r a t e s  which were much h ig h e r  th a n  th o se  

i n  more d i s t a n t ,  r u r a l  p a r i s h e s .  C hap te r  One commented on th e  i n c r e a s in g

1 See above, C h . l .
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dominance which Northampton e x e r t e d  o ve r  th e  economy and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

p o p u la t io n  w i th in  th e  county  once th e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b reak th ro u g h  had r e l e a s e d  

the  a re a  from g e o g ra p h ic a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  d i s t a n c e . ^  The r a t e  of growth o f  

N ortham pton 's  p o p u la t io n  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  r a p id  be ing  h a l f  as  much a g a in  as

the  n a t i o n a l  av e rag e  between 1801-21, and th r e e  tim es th e  n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e  i n

the  1820s when th e  r a p id  ex pans ion  o f  th e  dom estic  shoe in d u s t r y  reached  

i t s  h e i g h t .  This in c r e a s e  i n  a c t i v i t y  seems to  have had an in f lu e n c e  on 

road la b o u re r s  wages as a d e f i n i t e  p a t t e r n  o f  h ig h e r  r a t e s  can be seen  around 

Northampton a t  A b ing ton , H o lc o t ,  Moulton and Denton, i n  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  lowly 

wage r a t e s  p a id  in  Passenham, Wicken and Bradden in  the  South  o r  West Haddon, 

C r ick  and Badby in  th e  West, o r  E as ton  and Rushton in  th e  N orth  where a l l  the

r a t e s  were 10%-20% below th e  mean.

There i s ,  however, one e x c e p t io n  to  t h i s  g e n e ra l  p a t t e r n  a t  L i t t l e  

B i l l i n g ,  a few m iles  to  th e  e a s t  o f  Northampton where f a i r l y  low r a t e s  were 

p a id  b u t  the  ex trem ely  sm all  s i z e  o f  th e  p a r i s h  (60-70 p eo p le  in  th e  e a r l y  

19th  ce n tu ry )  cou ld  have accoun ted  f o r  t h i s  as may have been th e  case  i n  

K i lv in g to n  i n  N o t t in g h a m sh ire .  The on ly  o th e r  u rban  s e r i e s  comes from 

Daventry where r a t e s  were a l s o  above th e  r e g io n a l  mean.

Thus th e  o v e r a l l  range  o f  wage r a t e s  w i th in  N o rtham ptonsh ire  was 

c e r t a i n l y  n o t  reduced  over th e  p e r io d  1750-1834 w i th  th e  sh a rp  d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  e s t a t e  wages between M il to n  i n  th e  n o r th  and G ra f to n  in  th e  s o u th ,  o r  i n  

road  wages between Bradden in  th e  so u th  and A bington n e a r  N ortham pton. But 

what appea rs  to  have happened i s  t h a t  th e  more v a r ie d  employment p a t t e r n  

n e a r e r  to  the  towns o f  Northampton or  P e te rb o ro u g h  o r  D aventry  pushed lo c a l  

wage l e v e l s  beyond the  mean, whereas i n  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  wages f e l l  even

See above p. 37 and C.D.M orley, o p . c i t . ,  p . 20.
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f u r t h e r  b eh in d .  In  t h i s  county th e  predom inance o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  gave way 

o n ly  v e ry  s low ly  and i t  was n o t  u n t i l  th e  b o o t and shoe i n d u s t r y  began to 

expand in  Northampton, t h a t  many a l t e r n a t i v e s  were a v a i l a b l e .  Hence the  

im portance  o f  th e  tim ing  o f  th e  changes i n  wage r a t e s  which came v e ry  l a t e  

i n  th e  war y e a r s  from 1809/10 onwards i n  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  sharp  u p tu rn  from 

the  1790s in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  M id lands. T h is  cou ld  i n d i c a t e  th e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  a la b o u r  s u r p lu s  u n t i l  e i t h e r  p r i c e s  had r i s e n  so much to  tempt fa rm ers  

to  ex ten d  c u l t i v a t i o n  over f u r t h e r  by 1809, o r  to  com pensate w orkers  f o r  

such a r a p id  in c r e a s e  i n  l i v i n g  c o s t s .  Once th e  war was over  and p r i c e s  

f e l l  q u ic k ly  i t  was on ly  th e  a r e a s  n e a r e r  to  N ortham pton, P e te rb o ro u g h  o r  

D aventry  t h a t  managed to  r e t a i n  much o f  t h e i r  w artim e g a in s .

\  E s t a t e  wa^es i n  W arw ickshire  ap p ea r  to be s i m i l a r  in  many ways to

th e  s e r i e s  f o r  N or tham ptonsh ire  i n  t h a t  they  tend to  f a l l  beh ind  th e  mean

V d u r in g  th e  1790s and e a r l y  1800s o n ly  to  s o a r  v e ry  s h a r p ly  around 18^0 up to

mean l e v e l s .  This  p a t t e r n  i s  e v id e n t  i n  one way o r  a n o th e r  in  a l l  o f  the

f iv e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e r i e s  which a re  based  on e s t a t e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  county ;

In  P ack in g to n  and C o l e s h i l l  i n  th e  n o r t h ,  wages around th e  tu rn  o f  th e  c e n tu ry

were 10%-20% beh ind  the  mean, a t  E a t in g to n ,  i n  th e  f a r  so u th  e a s t ,  they  were

7% beh ind  in  1809, a t  S to n e l e ig h ,  n e a r  C oven try ,  6% beh ind  and a t  R ag ley ,

n e a r  A l c e s t e r  i n  th e  f a r  so u th  w e s t ,  wages which had been  10% above th e  mean

had f a l l e n  beh ind  by th e  l a t e r  1790s. There i s  t h e r e f o r e  l i t t l e  ev id en ce  o f

la b o u r  s h o r ta g e  w i th in  t h i s  e s t a t e  s e c t o r  u n t i l  th e  l a t e  1800s, which was

a l s o  th e  case  i n  N o rth am p to n sh ire .  The p r e c i s e  re a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  l a g  a r e

n o t  easy  to  d is c o v e r  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  w orth  n o t in g  t h a t  p o p u la t io n  seems

1to  ̂ be growing f a s t e r  than  the  n a t i o n a l  a v e ra g e ,  and po o r  r e l i e f  p e r

head in  t h i s  county in  1802 was much h ig h e r  th an  th e  f i g u r e s  f o r

2N o tt in g h am sh ire  or S t a f f o r d s h i r e .  Taken to g e th e r  th e s e  f a c t o r s  might

1 Deane & C ole ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 115.
2 B laug , o p .c i t . ,  p p . 178-9.
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i n d i c a t e  t h a t  la b o u r  supp ly  o u t s t r i p p e d  th e  demand f o r  i t s  s e r v i c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

as th e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  employment was l i m i t e d  to  th e  a re a s  around 

Birmingham (m etal t r a d e s )  and Coventry ( r ib b o n  w e a v in g ) . This i s  n o t  to  

b e l i t t l e  th e  la b o u r  demands in h e r e n t  in  the  improvements i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  change to  a r a b l e  farm ing in  th e  c e n t r a l  a r e a s  o f  l i g h t e r  

lan d s^  b u t  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  u n l ik e  N o tt in g h am sh ire  th e se  improvements took 

p la c e  w i th in  a r e a s  t h a t  were a l r e a d y  w e l l  p o p u la te d ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  the  

s p a r s e ly  p o p u la te d  a r e a s  o f  th e  D u k e r ie s .

However th e  la g  t h a t  had developed  i n  th e se  a re a s  by th e  l a t e r  1800s 

i s  r a p id l y  made up as wage r a t e s  i n c r e a s e  by 62% a t  P ack in g to n  (1808-12) 

and 40% a t  E a t in g to n  (1809 -10 ) .  A f t e r  th e  war th e  o n ly  e s t a t e  d a t a  comes 

from S to n e le ig h  where a p a r t i c u l a r l y  sharp  f a l l  i n  wages sends th e  l e v e l  

below th e  mean in  th e  1820s d e s p i t e  th e  r e s p o n s iv e n e s s  o f  th e  r i c h  l i g h t  lan d s  

in  th e  a r e a ,  which ag a in  may con firm  s u rp lu s  la b o u r  s u p p l i e s  as the  county

c o n t in u e s  to e x p e r ie n c e  above av e rag e  l e v e l s  o f  poor r e l i e f .

The o n ly  b u i ld in g  s e r i e s  comes from th e  town of S t r a t f o r d  i n  th e  so u th  

where wages la g  beh ind  the  r e g io n a l  mean, a l th o u g h  th e  e x t e n t  o f  t h i s  l a g  i s  

s m a l le r  i n  th e  1830s th an  i t  was i n  1790 -  a f e a t u r e  p ro b ab ly  o f  th e  r e l a t i v e  

i n f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  th e se  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r a t e s  compared to  th e  e s t a t e  b u i l d e r s .

Some s u p p o r t  i s  g iven  to  th e  n o t io n  o f  a l a r g e r  la b o u r  s u rp lu s  i n  t h i s  county  

than  e lsew h e re  i n  th e  M id lands, by th e  l a r g e r  gap beh ind  th e  r e g io n a l  mean 

f o r  b u i l d e r s ’ la b o u re r s  r a t h e r  than  c ra f t sm e n  r e s u l t i n g  in  a w iden ing  o f  th e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  from 70% i n  1790 to  57% i n  the  1830s.

Turn ing  to  th e  d a ta  f o r  th e  road  la b o u re r s  in  W arw ickshire  th e  p i c t u r e  

becomes more co n fu s in g  because  the  p a t t e r n  o f  wage s t a b i l i t y  in  th e  1790s and

1800s i s  b roken  by p a r i s h e s ,  which a r e  o f te n  in  c lo s e  p ro x im ity  to  th e  e s t a t e s

1 See above , C h . l ,  p .  23.
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m entioned  above. For i n s t a n c e ,  th r e e  p a r i s h e s  on th e  e a s t e r n  o u t s k i r t s  o f  

Birmingham, Shustoke , N e th e r  W hitac re  and M eriden p a id  r a t e s  which r o s e  v e ry  

q u ic k ly  from 1790-1815 to  l e v e l s  which were 15%-20% above the  mean; whereas 

a t  P a c k in g to n ,  which l i e s  between th e  o th e r  p a r i s h e s  v e ry  l i t t l e  change took 

p la c e  i n  wages and t h ^  th e  r a t e  s l ip p e d  f a r  beh ind  th e  mean by 1815. O ther 

p a r i s h e s  c lo s e  to  Coventry  a l s o  ga ined  s t e a d i l y  a g a i n s t  th e  mean d u r in g  th e  

war y e a r s  ( e .g .  Monks K irb y ,  B ag in to n ,  K enn ilw orth  and W illey )  b u t  f e l l  v e ry  

q u ic k ly  a f t e r  1815 d e s p i t e  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  of th e  l i g h t l a n d  farm ing  in  the 

a r e a .  Q u ite  p o s s ib ly  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  d e p re s s io n  i n  th e  C oventry  r ib b o n  

t r a d e s  was an im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  h e r e , ^  An e q u a l ly  sharp  f a l l  below th e  mean, 

a f t e r  1815 was r e v e a le d  a t  M eriden b u t  i n  Shustoke and N ether W hitac re  th e  

f a l l  was n o t  n e a r ly  as  s e v e r e .  Two o th e r  p a r i s h e s  in  th e  c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t s  

between C oventry  and Warwick, Rowington and Hunningham saw v e ry  l i t t l e  change 

tak e  p la c e  in  wages and th e  l e v e l s  s l i p p e d  f u r t h e r  beh ind  the  mean d u r in g  the  

1820s. P a r i s h e s ,  even f u r t h e r  so u th  a t  Longcompton, B arton  and Farnborough 

a l s o  f a i l  to  pay r a t e s  anywhere n e a r  th e  mean l e v e l s  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  

1815, whereas o th e r  r u r a l  p a r i s h e s  a t  P i l l e r t o n  H ersey  and Temple G ra f to n  r i s e  

q u ic k ly  down to  1815, b u t  f a l l  d r a m a t i c a l ly  t h e r e a f t e r .  A s u r p r i s i n g l y  h ig h  

s e t  o f  wage r a t e s  were found from Wolfhamcote, n e a r  Rugby, where th e  l e v e l s  

were w e l l  over th e  mean i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  r i c h  g ra z in g  la n d ,  b u t  were a l s o  much 

h ig h e r  th an  the  r a t e s  p a id  a t  Badby j u s t  a c ro s s  th e  b o rd e r  in  N o rth am p to n sh ire .

Urban road  la b o u re r s  to  some e x t e n t  con firm  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  o th e r

c o u n t i e s ,  f o r  in s t a n c e  in  Warwick wages were very  h ig h  i n  the  1820s when the

towns fo r tu n e s  were r e v iv in g  as  a s u p p l i e r  o f  s e r v ic e s  to  th e  growing spa r e s o r t  

2 . . .a t  Leamington. W ith in  th e  o r b i t  o f  S t r a t f o r d  th e  sm a ll  p a r i s h  o f  C l i f f o r d

1 See above, C h . l ,  p . 49.

2 See above, C h . l ,  p . 10.
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Chambers re c o v e re d  to pay r a t e s  above th e  mean by th e  1830s, as a l s o  d id  

th e  su rv ey o rs  a t  N orth  F i e l d  i n  Birmingham, But a t  Y ard ley  on th e  o th e r  

s id e  o f  th e  c i t y  th e  more common p a t t e r n  o f  f a l l i n g  wage l e v e l s  i n  th e  1820s 

was n o te d .

From t h i s  d i v e r s i t y  o f  b eh a v io u r  what c o n c lu s io n s  can be drawn?

F i r s t l y  th e  a p p a re n t  d e lay  i n  the  r a t e  o f  in c r e a s e  i n  wages d u r in g  th e  1790s 

on th e  e s t a t e s  and on a l l  p a r i s h e s  e x c e p t  th o se  v e ry  c lo s e  to  Birmingham and 

C oventry . Secondly th e  p ro lo n g ed  f a l l  i n  wage r a t e s  a f t e r  1815 in  many p a r t s  

o f  th e  county  a l th o u g h  th e  s o u th e rn  a r e a s  appea r  to  f a l l  much f a s t e r .  T h i rd ly  

the  p ro x im ity  to  urban  a r e a s  l i k e  Warwick, S t r a t f o r d  and Birmingham may have 

a l l e v i a t e d  some o f  th e  wage r e d u c t io n s  b u t  t h i s  n o ta b ly  d id  n o t  occur  i n  th e  

Coventry  a r e a .

I n  s h o r t  th e  v a r i e t y  o f  wage changes tended  to  r e f l e c t  th e  v a r i e t y  

o f  economic l i f e  in  W arw icksh ire  w i th  th e  more a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  dependen t a re a s  

in  th e  so u th  and e a s t  r e t u r n i n g  much lower r a t e s  o f  i n c r e a s e ,  b u t  f a s t e r  r a t e s  

o f  d e c re a se  i n  wages. Labour n e a r e r  to  th e  w ider employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

o f  th e  towns could  r e a s o n a b ly  e x p e c t  h ig h e r  r a t e s  a l th o u g h  th e r e  were 

e x c e p t io n s  where th e  s t a p l e  in d u s t r y  was d e p re s se d  as th e  r ib b o n  t r a d e s  were 

in  Coventry .

I n  C hap te r  One i t  was s u g g e s te d  t h a t  the  economy o f  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  had 

been tran s fo rm e d  d u r in g  th e  18th  c e n tu ry  from th e  r u d e s t  p o v e r ty  i n t o  one of 

th e  most i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  a re a s  o f  th e  c o u n try  by th e  1820s. The main e lem ents  

i n  t h i s  t r a n s fo rm a t io n  were th e  v a s t  expans ion  o f  Birmingham and th e  Black 

Country i n  th e  s o u th ,  th e  grow th o f  th e  p o t t e r y  i n d u s t r y  i n  th e  n o r th  and th e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  improvements i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n ty .  T h is  growth 

was c e r t a i n l y  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  wage d a ta  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  which shows r a t e s  as
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h ig h  as any in  the  Midlands up to  1815, a l th o u g h  t h e r e a f t e r  some p a r t s  o f  

th e  co u n ty ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  c e n t r a l  a r e a s  which were more dependen t on 

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  s u f f e r e d  s e tb a c k s .

In  b u i l d in g  th e  main s e r i e s  came from th e  Gower e s t a t e  p a p e r s ,  and they  

r e f l e c t e d  work u n d e r ta k e n  to  c o n s t r u c t  and r e p a i r  u rb an  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  L i c h f i e l d  

and N ew cas tle .  Both o f  th e s e  s e r i e s  were v e ry  h ig h  i n  th e  1790s, and a l th o u g h  

they d id  n o t  r i s e  as  q u ic k ly  as N ottingham  and L e i c e s t e r  i n  th e  1790s, they  

c e r t a i n l y  ro s e  v e ry  q u ic k ly  i n  th e  1800s and a t  t h e i r  peak  they  were w e l l  

above th e  mean and only  s l i g h t l y  below th e  v e ry  h i g h e s t  r a t e s  p a id  in  

N ottingham . However a f t e r  1815 b o th  s e r i e s  weaken r e l a t i v e  to  th e  mean, 

which a t  t h i s  time was dominated by th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e r i e s  a t  L e i c e s t e r ,  

N ottingham  and S t r a t f o r d .  T h is  cou ld  have been caused  by th e  a p p a re n t  

downward r i g i d i t y  o f  r a t e s  p a id  to b u i l d e r s  employed by th e  b o ro u g h s ,  b u t  i t  

may a l s o  be a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  growing w ith d raw al of the  Gower fam ily  from 

t h e i r  u rban  i n t e r e s t s . ^  Even so th e  s c a t t e r e d  r a t e s  f o r  the  1830s from 

N ew castle  s t i l l  p la c e  th e  s e r i e s  ahead  o f  a l l  the  o th e r  n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

b u i ld in g  wages.

At L i l l e s h a l l ,  j u s t  a c ro s s  th e  b o rd e r  i n  S h ro p s h i r e ,  th e  b u i l d in g  wages 

a r e  m o s tly  from work on th e  e s t a t e  i t s e l f  and they  la g  c o n s id e r a b ly  beh ind  

th e  mean th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d .  I n  f a c t  t h i s  gap widens c o n s id e ra b ly  i n  th e  

1820s when r a t e s  f o r  b o th  s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s  a r e  25%-30% below  

th e  mean, d e s p i t e  th e  e x t r a  employment caused  by th e  r e b u i l d in g  o f  L i l l e s h a l l  

H a l l . 2

1 E .S .R ic h a r d s ,  'The I n d u s t r i a l  Face o f  a G rea t E s t a t e ' ,  E c .H .R . ,  XXVII, 3 ,  
(1974) ,  p p . 414-30.

2 E .S .R ic h a r d s ,  The L e v ia th a n  o f  W ealth  (1973),  p . 15.
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Two o th e r  s h o r t e r  s e r i e s  from A lto n  and I n g e s t r e  a l s o  do n o t  m a in ta in  

t h e i r  h ig h  l e v e l s  a f t e r  1815, and once more t h i s  i s  because  they  f a i l  to  re a c h  

th e  r a t e s  o f f e r e d  in  L e i c e s t e r  and N ottingham .

U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  coverage  o f  th e  e s t a t e  wage s e r i e s  i s  v e ry  s p a r s e  b e fo re

1790, and th e  on ly  two o b s e r v a t io n s  from B l i t h f i e l d  and I n g e s t r e  a r e  below th e

mean. However, as C hap ter  One a t te m p te d  to  show, s i g n i f i c a n t  changes

took p la c e  in  a g r i c u l t u r e  tow ards th e  end o f  th e  18th  c e n tu ry ,  and th e se

changes were r e f l e c t e d  i n  r a p i d l y  r i s i n g  wage r a t e s  i n  th e  more p ro d u c t iv e

l i g h t e r  s o i l  a r e a s .  O b se rv a t io n s  from Trentham , A lto n  and M illw ich  i n

N o r th e rn  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  show t h a t  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  n e a r e r  to

the  growing u rban  m a rk e ts ,  p lu s  th e  heavy c a p i t a l  in v e s tm en t  from la n d lo rd s

l i k e  th e  Gower f a m i ly ,^  le d  to  h ig h e r  wage r a t e s  which were s u s t a in e d  even

in  th e  p o s t-1 8 1 5  d e p r e s s io n .  But i n  more c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t s  where th e  heavy

c la y  s o i l s  made exp an s io n  d i f f i c u l t ,  e x c e p t  i n  tim es o f  v ery  r a p i d l y  r i s i n g

p r i c e s ,  wage r a t e s  lagged  beh ind  th e  mean f o r  long  p e r io d s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n

the  1820s. At T ed d es ley ,  f o r  exam ple, wages were 33% below th e  mean in

1810 and only  th e  e x t e n s iv e  employment c r e a te d  by e n c lo s in g  l a r g e  p a r t s  o f

2Cannock Chase from 1812 onwards f o r c e s  r a t e s  up from th e s e  low l e v e l s .  In  

o th e r  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  c e n t r a l  b e l t  a t  I n g e s t r e ,  A q u a la te ,  S h i f n a l l  and C h i l l i n g t o n  

wage r a t e s  were o f t e n  f a i r l y  h ig h  i n  the  e a r l y  1800s b u t  soon f a l l  beh ind  

t h e r e a f t e r .  There i s  no d i r e c t  wage ev idence  from e s t a t e s  i n  th e  so u th e rn  

p a r t s  o f  th e  county  a l th o u g h  S tu rg e s s  has shown t h a t  on th e  Sandwell E s t a t e s  

o f  th e  Dartmouth fa m i ly ,  j u s t  o u t s id e  West Bromwich, th e  u rb an  in f l u e n c e

1 - E .S .R ic h a r d s , 'The L e v ia th a n  of W ealth i n  West Midlands A g r i c u l t u r e
1 8 0 0 -5 0 ',  A g .H .R ., 22 (1974 ) ,  p p . 97-117.

2 Wise (B .A .) ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 274.
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im m edia te ly  to  th e  s o u th  was s u f f i c i e n t  to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  w o rs t  e f f e c t s  

o f  th e  p o s t -w a r  d e p r e s s io n .^

T his  g e o g ra p h ic a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een th e  n o r th e r n  and s o u th e rn  

i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s ,  and th e  c e n t r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  zone, i s  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e d  

in  th e  road  la b o u re r s  s e r i e s .  Three p a r i s h e s  v e ry  c lo s e  to th e  B lack C ountry , 

a t  T e t t e n h a l l ,  G rea t  B arr  and Brewood a l l  p a id  r a t e s  between 20%-30% above 

th e  mean, w h i l s t  i n  th e  N orth  a t  C hedd le ton ,  Cheadle and B e t ley  e q u a l ly  h igh  

wages were found. In  c o n t r a s t ,  i n  th e  c e n t r a l  p a r i s h e s  such as B lym hill  

or E n v i l l e  in  th e  w e s t ,  o r  A rm itage i n  th e  e a s t ,  th e  r a t e s  were below the  

mean j u s t  b e fo re  1815 and f e l l  i n c r e a s i n g l y  beh ind  in  th e  1820s.

Many a re a s  of t h i s  county t h e r e f o r e  e x p e r ie n c e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  wage in c r e a s e s

a f t e r  th e  1790s, b u t  t h e i r  pace  was d i f f e r e n t  and t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  r e t a i n  th e

in c r e a s e  a f t e r  1815 a l s o  v a r i e d .  I n  th o se  a re a s  in  th e  c e n t r a l  b e l t  of

heavy c lay  lands  wages on th e  whole ro s e  more s low ly  to  1815, b u t  f e l l  much

f a s t e r  t h e r e a f t e r .  I t  was i n  th e se  a r e a s  t h a t  the  c o s t s  o f  m a in ta in in g

p ro d u c t io n  were t h a t  much g r e a t e r  as l a n d lo rd s  were fo r c e d  to  i n v e s t  much

more c a p i t a l  i n  d ra in a g e  schemes and even th e  w e a l th  o f  th e  Gower fam ily  was

2s e v e r e ly  s t r e t c h e d  by th e  c o s t s  o f  th e se  schemes. I n  f a c t  th e  m o tives  f o r  

such in v e s tm e n t  was o f t e n  based  on non-economic v a lu e s ,  g iven  th e  s e v e re  f a l l  

i n  corn  p r i c e s :  a t  L i l l e s h a l l  and Trentham, James Loch p r e s s e d  f o r  e x t e n s iv e

d ra in a g e  improvements i n  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  w in te r  employment and th e re b y  

red u ce  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  r u r a l  u n r e s t .  A lthough t h i s  in v e s tm e n t  p ro v id ed

1 Op. c i t . ,  Ph.D t h e s i s .  C h .4.

2 R ic h a rd s ,  'The L e v i a t h a n  ' ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 12.

3 E .S .R ic h a rd s ,  'C a p ta in  Swing i n  th e  West M id la n d s ' ,  I .R .S .H .  (1974) .
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more employment and thus  in c r e a s e d  y e a r l y  e a r n in g s ,  i t  d id  n o t  seem to

produce any in c r e a s e  in  wage r a t e s ,  c e r t a i n l y  a t  L i l l e s h a l l ,  which would

i n d i c a t e  the  dep ths  o f  underemployment in  t h i s  a r e a .  On many o f the  s m a l l e r

e s t a t e s ,  th e  l a n d lo rd s  d id  n o t  p o s s e s s  th e  r e s o u rc e s  to  improve t h e i r  fa rm s ,

and th e  e x te n s iv e  r e n t  r e d u c t io n s  fo rc e d  s e v e re  re tre n c h m e n t  on e s t a t e s  such
1

as S h i f n a l l ,A q u a l a t e  and I n g e s t r e .

In  the  more v a r i e d  employment c o n d i t io n s  of th e  so u th  w i th  th e  Birmingham

hardware i n d u s t r i e s  and th e  heavy c o a l  and i r o n  s e c t o r s  o f  th e  B lack C oun try ,

la b o u r  m arke t p r e s s u re s  c e r t a i n l y  r e s u l t e d  in  h ig h e r  wage l e v e l s .  T h is

p r e s s u r e  c o n t in u ed ,  a l b e i t  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y ,  th rough  th e  1820s when la b o u r  had

2to  be b rough t i n t o  the  a r e a  from South  Wales to  meet th e  demand. T hat 

th e se  l e v e l s  b e l i e d  p e r io d s  of unemployment was undoubted ly  t r u e  as f a r  as 

e a rn in g s  were concerned b u t  they  do ap p ea r  to  have pushed wage r a t e s  i n  

su r ro u n d in g  a re a s  f o r  n o n - i n d u s t r i a l  employment up to  h ig h e r  l e v e l s .

E q u a l ly  i n  th e  n o r th e r n  a r e a s  th e  a t t r a c t i o n  of th e  p o t t e r i e s ,  and a l s o  

th e  in te rd e p e n d e n c e  of m in ing ,  t e x t i l e s  and mixed farm ing  on th e  n o r th  e a s t e r n  

m oorlands^ p ro v id ed  a wide range  o f  o c c u p a t io n s ,  and t h i s  a l s o  seems to  have 

produced h ig h e r  wages on th e  ro ad s  and on th e  e s t a t e s .

In  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  t h e r e f o r e  th e  d u a l  focus  of economic a c t i v i t y  appea rs  

to  have been a major cause  o f  th e  d i f f e r i n g  l e v e l s ,  and speed of  wage 

in c r e a s e s .

1 S tu r g e s s ,  o p .c i t . .  C h .11.

2 T .J .R ay b o u ld ,  The Economic Emergence of the  Black C ountry  (Newton Abbot
1973), p . 187.

3 G .J .B a rn sb y ,  ’The S tan d a rd  o f  L iv in g  in  the  Black County i n  the  19 th
C e n tu ry ’ , Ec.H .R . ,  XXIV, 2, (1971 ) ,  p p . 220-39.

4 R .W .S tu rgess ,  N .S . J .F .S .  (1961).
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I I I

The ev idence  p r e s e n te d  i n  th e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  tends  

to  con firm  th e  im p re s s io n  t h a t  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  were 

n arrow ing  in  th e  l a t e r  18th  c e n tu ry .  Both th e  M idlands and th e  N orth  

o f  England were b e g in n in g  to  c l o s e  th e  gap which e x i s t e d  between t h e i r  

wage l e v e l s  and th o se  in  th e  s o u th e rn  c o u n t r i e s .

However, the  t o o l  o f  a n a l y s i s  used  in  t h i s  f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  a mean

in d e x  o f  a l l  Midlands o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  i s  a n o to r i o u s l y  b lu n t  in s t ru m e n t

b ecause  i t  o f t e n  masks a good d e a l  o f  d i s p e r s io n .  C h ap te rs  2, 3 and

4 examined t h i s  d i s p e r s i o n  by u s in g  g raphs o f  th e  s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t i o n  o f  

1th e s e  s e r i e s ,  and th e  second s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  has  a t te m p te d  to

o f f e r  some e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e se  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  wage r a t e s  around th e  mean.

From t h i s  exam ina tion  s e v e r a l  g e n e ra l  c o n c lu s io n s  emerged; t h a t  wage

2r a t e s  tended  to be low er i n  th e  southern p a r t  o f  th e  r e g io n ;  t h a t  th e re

were n o ta b le  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  wage r a t e s  p a id  between u rban  and r u r a l  

a r e a s ;  and t h a t  th e r e  was some e ro s io n  o f  wage l e v e l s  in  th e  ex trem e 

e a s t e r n  ( L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  u p la n d s)  and w e s te rn  (S h ro p sh i re  b o rd e r )  p a r t s  

o f  th e  r e g io n .

There were a l s o  many o b s e r v a t io n s  which d id  n o t  f i t  i n t o  any o f  

th e s e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  b u t  produced v e ry  marked d i f f e r e n c e s  in  wage r a t e s  w i th in

J. See above, p .  74, p . 94 and p . 110.

2 To some e x t e n t  c o n f irm in g  C a i r d ’ s map o f  High and Low wage a re a s  -
s ee  th e  f r o n t i s p i e c e  to  E n g l is h  A g r ic u l tu r e  (1851).
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c lo s e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  a r e a s .  This  seems to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  la b o u r  m arke t 

was s t i l l  v e ry  fragm en ted , and sho u ld  rem ind h i s t o r i a n s  o f  th e  dangers  

o f  u s in g  a re a s  which may be too l a r g e  to  p e rm i t  v e ry  g e n e ra l  comments on 

t r e n d s  i n  wage l e v e l s .  F u r th e r  ev id en ce  on th e  problem s o f  ’ . . . . s a c r i f i c i n g  

th e  f i n e r  p o in t s  o f  d e t a i l  i n  o rd e r  to  d i s c o v e r  th e  o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n . . . ’  ̂

w i l l  be i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  th e  n e x t  c h a p te r  on s k i l l  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  th e  

b u i l d in g  i n d u s t r y .  The f i n a l  c h a p te r  w i l l  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e se  l o c a l  

v a r i a t i o n s  i n  wages p e r s i s t e d  th ro u g h  th e  19 th  and i n t o  th e  20 th  c e n tu ry ,  

and w i l l  a t te m p t  to  develop  a t h e o r e t i c a l  framework f o r  th e  la b o u r  m arket 

to  take  accoun t o f  th e se  v a r i a t i o n s ,  r a t h e r  than  t r e a t i n g  them as o b s o le t e  

e x c e p t io n s  to  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  t r e n d  towards th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  wage paym ents.

1 Hunt, o p . c i t . ,  p . 56.
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C hap te r  VI 

O ccu p a tio n a l  Wage D i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  B u ild in g

One of th e  most im p o r ta n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  the  b u i l d in g  in d u s t r y  in  th e  

l a t e r  18th and e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r i e s ,  was the  enormous number o f  sm a l l  

f i r m s ,  each  o p e r a t in g  w i th in  a f a i r l y  narrow ly  d e f in e d  l o c a l  m a rk e t .^

This  p reponderance  o f  sm a l l  u n i t s  has  rem ained a f e a t u r e  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  

in  th e  20th c e n tu ry ,  a l th o u g h  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g a in in g  economies th rough  

l a r g e  s c a l e  p ro d u c t io n  has seen  the  development o f  some very  l a r g e  f irm s  

g iv in g  th e  i n d u s t r y  a h ig h ly  skewed d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f i rm  s i z e s .  These 

p o t e n t i a l  economies were e s p e c i a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  t e c h n i c a l  changes 

t h a t  a l t e r e d  th e  i n d u s t r y ’ s p ro d u c t io n  fu n c t io n  i n  th e  l a t e r  19 th  c e n tu ry ;  

w i th  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s t e e l  g i r d e r s ,  in c re a s e d  use  o f  m anufac tu red  

m a t e r i a l s  l i k e  cement, and th e  a d o p t io n  o f  woodworking m ach inery . However, 

th e  im pact o f  th e se  changes made l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  to  th e  o r g a n i s in g  o f  

th e  in d u s t r y  i n  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  19th c e n tu ry .

T h is ,  in d e e d ,  i s  a second im p o r ta n t  f e a t u r e  o f  b u i l d in g ;  th e  absence

of l a b o u r - s a v in g  t e c h n ic a l  changes which p re v e n te d  th e  emergence of th e

k in d  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t  which was common in  th e  t e x t i l e  and e n g in e e r in g

t r a d e s ,  where c a r e f u l l y  n u r tu r e d  c r a f t  p r i v i l e g e s  cou ld  be swept away by

2th e  a d o p t io n  o f  new m ach inery . These f a i r l y  s t a t i c  p a t t e r n s  o f  lab o u r  

u t i l i s a t i o n  went a lo n g s id e  th e  co n t in u ed  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  on

I n  th e  f i r s t  census  which examined th e  s i z e  o f  f i r m s ,  1851, th e r e  were 
o v er  23,500 employers i n  th e  b u i l d in g  in d u s t r y  w i th  o v e r  h a l f  employing 
l e s s  than  10 men and over  10% employing one man o n ly ,  P . P . 1852-3,
LXXXVIII, 1, Table XXX.

K. B u rgess ,  The O r ig in s  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  (1975) ,  p . 86.
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p a r t i c u l a r  c r a f t  l i n e s  r a t h e r  than  on an in d u s t ry -w id e  b a s i s .  S e p a ra te  

t r a d e  c lu b s  f o r  masons, c a r p e n t e r s ,  b r i c k l a y e r s  n r  p lum bers co n t in u e d  to  

e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  over lo c a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  su g g e s te d  common hours  o f  work, 

w orking c o n d i t io n s  and in  some ca se s  r a t e s  o f  wages. They a l s o  a c t e d  as  

l o c a l  la b o u r  exchanges by p r o v id in g  a p o in t  o f  c o n t a c t  f o r  th e  t r a d e s ,  and 

in  s o c i a l  terms they  o p e ra te d  f r i e n d l y  s o c i e t i e s  f o r  th e  r e l i e f  of d i s t r e s s  

caused by s ic k n e s s  o r  unemployment. Local knowledge w i th in  th e s e  c lu b s  

a l s o  made i t  e a s i e r  to  r e g u l a t e  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and to  g u a ra n te e  

th e  immunity o f  th e  l o c a l  t r a d e s  from o u t s id e  c o m p e t i t io n  by e x c lu d in g  

b la c k s  o r  s t r a n g e r s . ^

C o -o p e ra t io n  between members o f  th e  lodge and the  in te r c h a n g e  of

in fo rm a t io n ,  gave r i s e  to  a c o h e s iv e  s p i r i t  i n  ' . . . .  l o c a l  s p e c i a l i s e d
2

c r a f t s  t h a t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  r e s i s t ’ . This s p i r i t  was f a c i l i t a t e d  by 

the  c o n t in u a l l y  changing  d iv id in g  l i n e  betw een employer and employee as
3

th e  ’ . . . .  m a s te rs  o f  today were f r e q u e n t ly  th e  w orkers  o f  tomorrow’ .

There was a bond of common i n t e r e s t  i n  e n s u r in g  work s ta n d a rd s  and 

c o n t r o l l i n g  e n t ry  to  th e  t r a d e .

The o r g a n is in g  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g  o p e r a t io n  i t s e l f  was o f t e n  i n  th e  

hands o f  a su rv ey o r  who h e ld  o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  jo b ,  b u t  who 

s u b - c o n t r a c te d  work ou t to  s e p a r a t e  c ra f t sm e n  f o r  each o p e r a t io n .  These 

tim e-honoured  p r a c t i c e s ,  however, came under i n c r e a s in g  p r e s s u r e  towards 

the  end o f  th e  18th  c e n tu ry  as th e  demand f o r  new b u i l d in g  a s s o c i a t e d  

w ith  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  and u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  in c re a s e d  th e  p r o f i t  p o t e n t i a l  i n

1 R .W .P os tga te ,  The B u i ld e r s  H is to ry  (1923),  p . 27.

2 S .P o l l a r d ,  A H is to ry  o f  Labour i n  S h e f f i e l d  (L iv e rp o o l  1959),  p . 67.

3 P o s tg a te ,  o p .c i t . ,  p . 29.



1 7 0

th e  in d u s t r y .  There emerged a group of l a r g e r  c o n t r a c to r s  who u ndertook  

to  com plete  the  whole b u i l d in g  p ro c e ss  w i th  t h e i r  own employees and engaged 

in  s p e c u la t i v e  b u i l d in g  to  a much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t .

A lthough i t  would be wrong to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e s e  l a r g e r  c o n t r a c to r s  

came to  dominate the  i n d u s t r y ,  i t  would n o t  be an e x a g g e ra t io n  to  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  t h e i r  emergence undermined th e  c o n t r o l  of th e  l o c a l  t r a d e  c l u b s ,  by 

b re a k in g  th e  co h es iv e  s p i r i t  among th e  m a s te r  c ra f t sm e n .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  in  

th e  p o s t-1 8 1 5  d e p re s s io n ,  when th e  l a r g e r  c o n t r a c to r s  were a b le  to  red u ce  

t h e i r  c o s ts  more e a s i l y  by u s in g  i n f e r i o r  la b o u r  and m ethods, th e  t r a d e  

c lu b s  fo ugh t d e s p e r a t e ly  to  m a in ta in  s t a n d a r d s .  They even a t te m p te d  to  

l i n k  t h e i r  c r a f t s  in  the  B u i ld e r s  Union of 1831, a l th o u g h  the  d e p re s se d  

economic c o n d i t io n s  and th e  f a i l u r e  to  cope w ith  the  s e v e re  l o c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

between c o n s t i t u e n t  g roups ,  meant t h a t  th e  un ion  soon crumbled in  th e  f a c e  

o f  th e  growing s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  l a r g e r  c o n t r a c t o r s .

The l a r g e r  c o n t r a c to r s  d id  n o t ,  even by th e  1830s, dom inate th e  

b u i l d in g  in d u s t ry  where th e  s m a l le r  f i rm s  were s t i l l  th e  most common, b u t  

they  had managed to d en t  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n t ro l  which had been  e x e r c i s e d  

by th e  l o c a l  c r a f t  s o c i e t i e s .  In  f a c t ,  t h i s  l o s s  o f  c o n t r o l  was most 

n o t i c e a b l e  in  th e  newly expanding  a r e a s ,  w hereas i n  th e  o ld e r  c e n t r e s  l o c a l  

c lu b s  were s t i l l  f i rm ly  in  c h a rg e .

There were th r e e  s e p a r a t e  forms o f  b u i l d in g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  commercial 

and p u b l i c ,  and a c t u a l  c o n s t r u c t io n  was de te rm in ed  by th e  i n t e r a c t i o n  of 

demand f o r c e s ,  and th e  r e s p o n s iv e n e s s  o f  the  l o c a l  b u i l d in g  i n d u s t r y .  In  

th e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t o r  demand was m ain ly  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  s i z e  and age

B urgess ,  o p .c i t . ,  p . 106.
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s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  which i t s e l f  was a f f e c t e d  by th e  c o n d i t io n  

of th e  l o c a l  economy as an im p o r ta n t  in f lu e n c e  on th e  r a t e s  o f  m ig ra t io n  

and th e  a b i l i t y  o f  o c c u p ie r s  to  pay r e n t .  Commercial b u i l d in g  would a l s o  be 

d e te rm ined  by the  l e v e l  o f  b u s in e s s  a c t i v i t y  which would have encouraged 

m a n u fa c tu re rs  o r  t r a d e r s  to  expand th e  s c a l e  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t io n s .  I n  the  

th r e e  wage s e r i e s  f o r  b u i l d e r s  in  N ottingham , L e i c e s t e r  and S t r a t f o r d  

w orkers  a r e  employed on p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  m os tly  r e p a i r i n g ,  b u t  in  some 

c a se s  c o n s t r u c t in g  new, g a o l s ,  b r i d g e s ,  asylums and pavem ents; h e r e ,  

the  i n t e r e s t  or v ig i l a n c e  o f  th e  borough c o u n c i l s  would be im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r s  

in  demand f o r  b u i ld in g  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  v a ry in g  s t a t e  of e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  

b u i l d i n g s .

Ih e  speed  w ith  which b u i l d e r s  responded  to  changes in  demand would 

depend on th e  c o s t  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  la b o u r ,  land  and c r e d i t  

and t h i s  in  i t s e l f  tended  to  v a ry  w i th in  f a i r l y  narrow  g e o g ra p h ic a l  bounds. 

Thus th e  complex i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  demand and supp ly  v a r i a b l e s ,  to g e th e r  w ith  

th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  th e  f i n a l  p ro d u c t  de te rm ined  * . . .  th e  

l o c a l  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  which im p lie d  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  r e g io n a l  

m arke ts  r e l a t i v e l y  immune to  o u t s id e  c o m p e t i t io n ’

This emphasis on l o c a l  m arke t f o r c e s  a p p ea rs  to  con firm  th e  co n c lu s io n s  

of s tu d e n t s  o f  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y .  The uneven pace o f  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e f l e c t s  th e  problem s o f  an  i n d u s t r y  where supp ly  tends  to  be 

i n e l a s t i c  because  o f  th e  l a r g e  number o f  p ro d u c e r s ,  th e  d u r a b i l i t y  o f  th e  

p ro d u c t  and th e  le n g th  o f  time ta k en  b e f o r e  r e t u r n s  b eg in  to  flow  e i t h e r  

in  th e  form*of r e n t s  o r  p u rch ase  p r i c e .  A lthough P a r ry  Lewis has p roduced  

a ^ n a t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  b u i l d in g  d u r in g  th e  18th  and 19th

1 I b i d . ,  p . 92.
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c e n t u r i e s , ^  b o th  h i s  own work on th e  causes o f  th e  c y c le s  and th e  im p o r ta n t  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  Dr C h a lk l in  tends  to  c a s t  doubt on th e  u t i l i t y  o f  such 

a g g re g a te  i n d i c e s .  I n s t e a d ,  as  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  l o c a l  economic c o n d i t io n s  

appear to  have been c r i t i c a l  in  d e te rm in in g  l e v e l s  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  th e  dependence 

o f  l o c a l  a re a s  on d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s  o r  i n d u s t r i e s  produced  c o n f l i c t i n g  t r e n d s .  

This i s  n o t  to  deny t o t a l l y  the  in f lu e n c e  o f  w a rs ,  n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s e s  

and h a r v e s t  f a i l u r e  on b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  f a c t o r s  such  as th e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  la n d ,  l o c a l  s u p p l ie s  of la b o u r  and c r e d i t  p ro b a b ly  had g r e a t e r  

long term im pact;  w hereas th e  o th e r  w id e r  changes were v i t a l  i n  s e t t i n g  

the  tu r n in g  p o in t s  o f  th e  c y c l e s .

Thus the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  th e  b u i l d in g  in d u s t r y  rem ained e s s e n t i a l l y  

sm all  s c a l e  and l o c a l l y  o r i e n t a t e d  g iv en  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t r a d e  c l u b s .  A c tu a l  

b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  was a l s o  l a r g e ly  d e te rm ined  w i th i n  l o c a l  c o n f in e s ,  so t h a t  

v a r i a t i o n s  b o th  between and w i th in  r e g io n s  were bound to o c c u r .  In  th e  

m idlands th e  d a ta  on o c c u p a t io n a l  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  r e f l e c t s  th e s e  l o c a l  

v a r i a t i o n s  b eca u se ,  in  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  v a r i e d  economic background of each 

l o c a l i t y ,  th e  b u i l d e r s  wages were p a id  f o r  work done w i th in  s e p a r a t e  

s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y .  In  N ottingham , L e i c e s t e r  and S t r a t f o r d  th e  

d a ta  r e f e r s  to p u b l i c  em ployees; i n  L i c h f i e l d ,  N ew castle-under-Lym e and 

L i l l e s h a l l  the  b u i l d e r s  w ere w orking on th e  u rban  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t i e s  

of th e  Duke o f  S u th e r la n d ;  and in  th e  o th e r  a r e a s  b u i l d e r s  were employed 

on th e  landed  s t a t e s  e i t h e r  i n  th e  homes o f  e s t a t e  w o rk e rs ,  o r  i n  th e  

r e s id e n c e  o f  th e  landowner h im s e l f .  The w orkers  them selves  tended  to 

move a b o u t  between th e  v a r io u s  em ployers so t h a t  they  were n o t perm anent 

employees o f  th e  borough o r  th e  e s t a t e ,  b u t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  would, to  some

1 B u i ld in g  Cycles and B r i t a i n ’ s Growth (1965).

2 The P r o v in c i a l  Towns o f  G eorgian  England (1974).
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e x t e n t ,  be de te rm ined  by d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .  For i n s t a n c e  work f o r  the  

borough could  have p ro v id ed  employment when r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was 

s l a c k ,  and employment in  th e  b u i l d in g  o f  new houses f o r  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  was 

sometimes de term ined  by random f a c t o r s  such  as a change in  i n h e r i t a n c e . ^

I I

The b a s ic  d a ta  f o r  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  d e r iv e d  from th e  wage r a t e s  p a id

to  b u i l d in g  w orkers in  th e  m id lands which was examined above in  C hap te r  2.

A t t e n t io n  i s  a l s o  fo cu ssed  on th e  premium p a id  to  s k i l l e d  w orkers  r e l a t i v e

to  t h e i r  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r in g  c o l l e a g u e s ,  and t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  pay i s  taken

to  be an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  g r e a t e r  number of e f f i c i e n c y  u n i t s  embodied in

the  s k i l l e d  w orker.  I t  may r e p r e s e n t  some d i f f e r e n c e s  in  n a t u r a l  a b i l i t y ,

b u t  i t  i s  more l i k e l y  to r e f l e c t  th e  e x t r a  t r a i n i n g  ( a p p r e n t ic e s h ip )

in v o lv ed  in  th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  th e  r e q u i r e d  s k i l l e d ,  and i s  o f t e n  su p p o r te d

2by ' . . .  a r t i f i c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  by t r a d e  unions o r  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e . . . ’

The p r e c i s e  types  o f  b u i l d e r s  used  in  t h i s  sample were masons, b r i c k -

3l a y e r s ,  c a r p e n te r s  and j o i n e r s ,  who were g e n e r a l ly  pa id  th e  same r a t e s ,  

and th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i t s e l f  m easures th e  gap between th e  modal wage r a t e s  

f o r  s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs .^  Changes i n  th e  s i z e  of th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

have been  used to  e x p la in  m a n a g e r ia l  p ro d u c t io n  d e c i s io n s  w hich in v o lv e  th e

1 The wedding g i f t  o f  th e  L i l l e s h a l l  e s t a t e  by Lord Gower to  h i s  son in
1823 r e s u l t e d  in  the  b u i l d in g  o f  a new r e s id e n c e ,  d e s p i t e  th e  problem s 
of th e  po s t-1 8 1 5  d e p r e s s io n .  E .S .R ic h a rd s ,  Ag.H.R. (1974),  p . 103.

2 J.W.F.Rowe, Wages in  Theory and P r a c t i c e  (1928),  p . 87.

3 Sec above p . 71.

/T This  avo ids  the  upward b ia s  in  wages which would be p r e s e n t  i f  m a s te rs
r a t e s  were in c lu d e d ,  and a l s o  com pensates f o r  p e r s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  which m ight be im p o r ta n t  i f  a s im p le  mean were u sed .
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s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  f o r  la b o u r^  (o r  v ic e  v e r s a  in  the  case  o f  19th

c e n tu ry  b u i l d in g ,  w here, as we n o ted  above, t e c h n ic a l  change was v e ry

l i m i t e d ) ;  to  g iv e  some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  the  economic w e l l -b e in g  o f  th e se

2two sub-g roups  w i th in  th e  la b o u r  m ark e t ,  and to  throw l i g h t  on the  growth

3and in f lu e n c e  o f  t r a d e  un ions  in  th e  economy. In  a d d i t i o n ,  changes i n  

th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  g iv e  im p o r ta n t  c lu e s  to  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  war and i n f l a t i o n  

on th e  economy to  th e  changing  a t t i t u d e s  towards th e  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  system  

( th ro u g h  which s k i l l e d  w orkers  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  o ve r  e n t ry  i n t o  t h e i r  t r a d e s )  

and to  th e  im pact o f  changes in  o th e r  s e c to r s  o f  th e  economy which a f f e c t s  

the  demand f o r  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  (such  as mining) and may narrow  d i f f e r e n ­

t i a l s ^  by f o r c in g  up la b o u re r s  w ages.

Most w r i t e r s  who have looked a t  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s k i l l e d  wage 

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  b u i l d in g ,  in  an  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t ,  have em phasised 

t h a t  th e  most no tew orthy  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  t h e i r  * . . .  rem arkab le  s t a b i l i t y  

which r e l a t e d  th e  l a b o u r e r ' s  r a t e  to  the  c r a f t s m a n 's  as two to  t h r e e ' . ^  

Indeed  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  i s  th o u g h t to  have been more o r  l e s s  th e  same from

1 M.W.Reader, 'Wage D i f f e r e n t i a l s :  Theory and M easurem ent',  in  A spects  
of Labour Economics (N .B .E .R .1962), p . 259; f o r  an h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  im portance  o f  s k i l l e d  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  se e  H.J.Habakkuk 
B r i t i s h  and American Technology (1962) .

2 . For th e  im pact o f  s k i l l e d  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  see
th e  d eb a te  on th e  o r i g i n s  and in f lu e n c e  of  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  of la b o u r  
i n  E.J.Hobsbawm, ' The Labour A r i s to c r a c y '  i n  L abouring  Men (1964);
J .  F o s t e r ,  C lass  S t ru g g le  and th e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o lu t io n  (1974).

3 Rowe, o p . c i t . , p . 93.

4 Throughout t h i s  c h a p te r  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a re  m easured by ta k in g  the  
la b o u re r s  r a t e  as a p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's ;  t h i s  i s  the  
conven tion  in  B r i t a i n  w hereas i n  th e  USA th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  measured 
as a p e rc e n ta g e  of th e  l a b o u re r s  r a t e .

5 E .H .P he lps  Brown and S h e i l a  V .H opkins, 'S even  C e n tu r ie s  o f  B u ild in g  
W ages', Economica, v o l .X X III  (1956),  p . 176; r e p r i n t e d  in  E .M .C arus- 
W ilson Essays  i n  Economic H i s to r y ,  Volume I I  (1962).
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1410 to  1914, e x c e p t  f o r  s h o r t  p e r io d s  o f  r i s i n g  r a t e s ,  and t h i s  p e r s i s t e n c e  

has been a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  f o r c e  o f  custom and c o n v e n t io n  as we can n o t

b e l i e v e  t h a t  m arke t f o r c e s  always worked to  keep th e  e q u i l ib r iu m  p r i c e s  o f  

th e  two grades  o f  la b o u r  i n  so c o n s ta n t  a r e l a t i o n ’ .^  For the  p e r io d  

1750-1834 th e  d a ta  upon which P he lp s  Brown and Hopkins b ase  t h e i r  s e r i e s

i s  drawn from th e  work o f  G ilboy and Bowley and r e f e r s  to  wages i n  th e

2 . . .  .so u th  o f  E ngland , T h e ir  f i n a l  in d ex  i s  an amalgam o f  s c a t t e r e d  o b s e rv a t io n s

w ith  th e  u n d e r ly in g  theme the  la b o u re r s  wages were i n  g e n e ra l  a lm os t

e x a c t ly  tw o - th i rd s  o f  a r t i s a n s  wages th ro u g h o u t th e  19th  c e n tu ry ,  b u t  in  

tim es of change show a tendency  to  la g  beh ind  f o r  a y e a r  o r  t w o ' . No 

a u t h o r i t y  i s  g iven  f o r  t h i s  a ssum ption ,  b u t  u n f o r tu n a t e ly  i t  has p as se d  i n t o  

a w ide ly  a c c e p te d  t r u t h . ^

C e r t a in ly  th e  in d ex  p roduced by P he lps  Brown and Hopkins i l l u s t r a t e s  

t h i s  s t a b i l i t y  (see  F ig  34) w i th  o n ly  s l i g h t  d e v i a t i o n s  d u r in g  th e  N apo leon ic  

w ars ,  when th e  la b o u re r s  r a t e  la g s  beh ind  in  th e  1790s b u t  then  r i s e s  

f a s t e r  i n  the  1800s to  emerge i n  th e  p o s t  war p e r io d  back a t  the  two t h i r d s  

l e v e l .  There i s  t h e r e f o r e  some s h o r t  term movement i n  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  b u t  

w i th in  a f a i r l y  narrow  range  ( in  t h i s  case  61.2% to  67.5%). I f  t h i s  s e r i e s  

i s  compared w ith  th e  tw elve s e r i e s  of m idland b u i l d in g  wages ( se e  F ig s  34 & 35) 

n e i t h e r  th e  long  te rm  s t a b i l i t y ,  n o r  th e  movement between narrow  bands which 

the  P he lp s  Brown and Hopkins in d ex  r e v e a l s ,  i s  p r e s e n t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  a r e

1 O p.c i t . , p . 176.

2 For an a ssessm en t o f  th e s e  two s e r i e s  s e e  above pp. 124-140.

3 A .L .B ow ley 's  'Wages i n  th e  b u i ld in g  Trades -  C o n c lu d ed ',  J . R . S . S . , v o l . l ,
(1901),  p . 104.

4 Rowe, o p . c i t . ,  p . I l l ;  Hobsbawm, o p . c i t . p . 346; E .H .H unt, R eg iona l  Wage
V a r ia t io n s  in  B r i t a i n  1850-1914 (1972),  p . 341.
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s u b s t a n t i a l  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  th e  t r e n d s  and l e v e l s  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  a c ro s s  

the  m id lan d s ,  and th e  s h o r t - t e r m  f l u c t u a t i o n s  a r e  much more d ra m a t ic .

In  s h o r t ,  th e  b eh av io u r  o f  each one o f  th e  m idland s e r i e s  i s  so 

d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  th e  smooth r e g u l a r i t y  and s t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  P h e lp s  Brown- 

Hopkins index  m ight be th o u g h t to be i l l u s o r y .  This  could  be because  the  

a g g re g a te d  n a tu r e  o f  t h e i r  in d ex  would tend  to  submerge th e  c o n s ta n t  s t a t e  

of change i n t o  an a l l - e m b ra c in g  a v e ra g e ,  and th e  consequen t s t a b i l i t y  cou ld  

be j u s t i f i e d  on a p r i o r i  grounds by r e f e r r i n g  to the  power o f  co n v en t io n  

over m arke t f o r c e s .  The im portance  o f  custom w i l l  be em phasised below in  

th e  f i n a l  c h a p te r ,  and th e r e f o r e  i t  would be i n c o n s i s t e n t  to r e j e c t  i t s  

in f lu e n c e  h e r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  v i t a l  t h a t  custom shou ld  n o t  become a s t u l t i f y i n g  

in f lu e n c e  f o r  a l th o u g h  ' . . .  wage p a t t e r n s  a c q u i r e  c o n s id e ra b le  i n e r t i a  they 

a r e  n o t  in v u ln e r a b le  to  changes i n  th e  economic and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  e n v i ro n ­

ment* A p e r io d  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o lu t io n  must s u r e ly  

have w itn e s s e d  g r e a t  p r e s s u r e s  on r e c e iv e d  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  c o n v e n t io n s .

A f u r t h e r  rea so n  why th e  s t a b i l i t y  t h e s i s  may be re g a rd e d  as  dubious

l i e s  i n  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  d a ta  t h a t  Bowley used  and which t h e r e f o r e  u n d e r l i e s

the  p o s t-1 7 9 0  o b s e r v a t io n s .  The wage r a t e s  t h a t  he uses  were o f t e n  ta k en

from b u i ld e r s *  p r i c e  books which s e t  th e  r a t e s  which were supposed to  be

ch arg e d ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  th o se  which were a c t u a l l y  p a id  by m a s te rs  o r

r e c e iv e d  by the  men. Bowley adm its  t h i s  by say in g  t h a t  th e  p r i c e  books

* . . .  t e l l  a m a s te r  b u i l d e r  what he may e x p e c t  to  have to  pay f o r  la b o u re r s  

2and m a te r ia l s *  and Porter, who f i r s t  com piled th e s e  f i g u r e s ,  a l s o  gave the

1 A rthus  M. R oss, *The E x te rn a l  Wage S t r u c t u r e * ,  i n  New C oncepts  in  Wage 
D e te rm in a t io n  (N .Y .1957), (Ed) G.W.Taylor and F .C .P ie r s o n ,  p . 201.

2 Wages in  th e  UK in  the  19th  C entury  (1900), p . 82.
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same w arning  when he s a id  t h a t  th e  r e t u r n s  g iven  below a r e  th o se  p a id

to  m a s te rs  who c o n t r a c t  f o r  th e  perfo rm ance  of th e  work; and a r e  n o t  th e  

sums r e c e iv e d  by th e  workmen’ . ^

F u r th e r  ev idence  o f  th e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  th e se  p r i c e  books comes from

ev id en ce  g iv e n  by b u i l d e r s  to  two contem porary  s e l e c t  com m ittees .  F i r s t l y

in  1813 in  an in q u i r y  in t o  th e  w orking of  th e  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  laws W illiam

B e t ty ,  a London b r i c k l a y e r ,  a d m it te d  t h a t  i t  was common p r a c t i c e  to  c la im

th e  o f f i c i a l  r a t e s  from th e  s u rv e y o r  b u t  a c t u a l l y  to  pay th e  men much l e s s

2th an  t h i s  o r  even to  u se  a p p r e n t i c e  la b o u r  to  do th e  work. Second ly ,

Thomas B urton , a n o th e r  London b u i l d e r ,  t o ld  a s e l e c t  committee i n  1833 t h a t

3th e  p r i c e  books were n o t  h e ld  in  much r e p u t e ’ .

The Bowley d a ta ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  g iv e s  a good im p re s s io n  o f  what r a t e s  

sho u ld  have been p a id  and were more l i k e l y  to  have been in f lu e n c e d  by the 

b e l i e f  i n  th e  custom ary tw o - th i r d s  m argin than  were th e  b u i l d e r s  who 

a c t u a l l y  p a id  th e  wages. I n  f a c t  what ap p ea rs  to  have happened was t h a t  

t h i s  custom ary d i f f e r e n t i a l  had some u n d e r ly in g  im p o r tan ce ,  b u t  th e  more 

im mediate problems o f  w artim e i n f l a t i o n ,  sudden changes i n  b u i l d in g  

a c t i v i t y ,  and s k i l l e d  t r a d e  un ion  a t t i t u d e s ,  p roduced sharp  changes i n  

th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l .  B u ild in g  wages f o r  th e  m id lan d s ,  which a r e  based  upon 

a c t u a l  b i l l s  and r e c e i p t s  f o r  com pleted work and n o t  no rm ative  p r i c e  books, 

tend  to  s u p p o r t  the  n o t io n  o f  a s e c u l a r  l e v e l  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  w i th i n  th e  

range  o f  55-66% of th e  c r a f t s m a n ’s r a t e  b u t  they  a l s o  e x h i b i t  more d ram a tic  

s h o r t - t e r m  f l u c t u a t i o n s  betw een 50%-83%. O v e ra l l  th e  s k i l l  d i f f e r e n t i a l

1 The P ro g re s s  o f  th e  N a tio n  (1851), p . 442.

2 S .C .A p p re n t ic e sh ip  Laws, P .P . (1812-13),  i v ,  p . 977.

3 S .C .M a n u fa c tu re rs ,  Commerce and S h ip p in g ,  P .P .  (1833),  p . 113,



1 8 0

tends  to  widen s l i g h t l y  over th e  whole p e r io d  1750-1834, a l th o u g h  th e  

e x t e n t  of t h i s  t r e n d  v a r i e s  betw een l o c a t i o n s .  The most im p o r ta n t  

f l u c t u a t i o n s  w i th in  t h i s  o v e r a l l  t r e n d  a r e  c e n t r e d  on th e  N apoleon ic  w ars 

when i n  most ca se s  th e r e  ap p ea rs  to  be a d i s t i n c t  narrow ing  of d i f f e r e n t i a l s  

i n  th e  1790s, fo llow ed  by a p e r io d  o f  s t a b i l i t y  o r  s l i g h t  w iden ing  in  th e  

1800s and then  a s t r o n g e r  t r e n d  tow ards w ider d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a f t e r  1815.

These changes s ta n d  in  sh a rp  c o n t r a s t  to  the  s t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  P h e lp s  

Brown and Hopkins in d e x ,  which showed l i t t l e  change beyond n o t in g  th e  

tendency  o f  la b o u re r s  wages to  la g  beh ind  ( i . e .  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  widen) i n  

th e  f i r s t  s ta g e s  of th e  N apo leon ic  w ars .  T h e ir  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  d a ta  

tended  to  s u p p o r t  th e  r e c e iv e d  d o c t r i n e  on wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  which was 

b ased  on th e  views o f  Adam Smith who observed  t h a t  th e  p r o p o r t i o n

between th e  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  seems n o t  to  be much a f f e c t e d  by th e  r i c h e s  

o r  p o v e r ty  o f  th e  advanc ing ,  s t a t i o n a r y  o r  d e c l in in g  s t a t e  of s o c i e t y .

1The p r o p o r t io n  must rem ain  th e  same f o r  a t  l e a s t  a c o n s id e r a b le  t im e ’ .

As th e  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  wage d a t a  began to  im prove, i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  th e

s e c u l a r  t r e n d  i n  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  was towards a narrow ing  o f  the  gap between

2s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs .  E v idence  from th e  U n ited  Kingdom and 

3 . .th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  long  term t re n d  and a l s o  p o in te d  to  

p e r io d s  o f  a c c e l e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  Causes o f  t h i s  long  term  change 

a r e  s een  m o s tly  i n  terms o f  th e  s p re a d  o f  e d u c a t io n  and th e  r i s e  i n  th e  

s to c k  o f  human c a p i t a l  b u t  as th e se  changes had l i t t l e  in f lu e n c e  on th e

1 The W ealth o f  N a t io n s , p . 222.

2 K .J .C .K now les and H .W .Robertson, ’D i f f e r e n c e s  betw een th e  wages o f
s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  w orkers  1880-1950’ , O x .B u l l . ,  x i i i ,  (1951), p p .  1-21,

3 H. Ober, ’O ccu p a t io n a l  Wage D i f f e r e n t i a l s  1907-47’ , Monthly Labor
Review (Aug. 1948), p p . 127-134.
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p re -1 8 3 4  la b o u r  m ark e t ,  i t  seems more a p p r o p r ia t e  to  c o n s id e r  t h e i r  

e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  s h o r t  term changes.

Knowles and R obertson  p la c e d  a good d e a l  o f  em phasis on sharp  

changes in  th e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  which may le a d  to  changes in  money wage 

r a t e s .  In  p a r t i c u l a r  they  p o in te d  to th e  g r a n t in g  o f  'e q u a l  money 

in c re m e n ts '  to  b o th  s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  w orkers  as one way o f  re d u c in g  

th e  gap between t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  wage r a t e s ,  as the  in c re m en t  would form 

a b ig g e r  p e rc e n ta g e  g a in  f o r  th e  l a b o u r e r s . ^  Thus a p e r io d  o f  i n f l a t i o n  

would tend  to  r e s u l t  i n  a narrow ing  of  the  d i f f e r e n t i a l  as th e  i n c r e a s e  

i n  money wages needed to  compensate f o r  the  in c re a s e d  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  was 

ad judged to  be th e  same, i n  a b s o lu t e  te rm s, f o r  c ra f tsm e n  and l a b o u r e r s .  

Looking a t  the wage d a ta  in  b u i l d in g  (Appendix 1 ) i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  t h i s  

p a t t e r n  d id  occur a t  N ottingham  in  1775 and 1807-9, a t  S t r e l l e y  in  th e  

e a r l y  1790s, in  S t r a t f o r d  i n  1797, and a t  L e i c e s t e r  i n  th e  e a r l y  1790s and 

from 1810-14. A lthough t h i s  confirm s th e  r o l e  of eq u a l  com pensa tion  f o r  

i n f l a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a l so  v i t a l  to  r e c o g n is e  t h a t  th e r e  rem ain  many o th e r  

changes i n  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  o c c u r r in g  in  th e  w artim e i n f l a t i o n  which cannot 

be e x p la in e d  by th e se  eq u a l  in c rem en ts  and which te n d s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  to  

u n d e r l i n e  th e  s e p a r a t e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  the  m arke ts  f o r  s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  

la b o u r .

In  t h e i r  only  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  s h o r t  term b eh av io u r  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

b o th  Bowley and Phelps-Brown comment on th e  la g  o f  l a b o u re r s  beh ind  c r a f t s ­

men in  th e  1790s (see  F ig  34 ) ;  i m p l i c i t l y  they  appea r  to  be s u g g e s t in g  

t h a t  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  s k i l l e d  w orkers  to  take  advan tage  of t h e i r  b a rg a in in g  

p o s i t i o n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  a w ider  d i f f e r e n t i a l .  Such a w iden ing  i s  r a r e l y

1 Knowles and R obertson ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 114.
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e v id e n t  in  th e  m idland  d a ta  ( th e  e x c e p t io n s  b e in g  L i c h f i e l d ,  L i l l e s h a l l  

and N ew cas tle ,  see  F ig s  36 to  38 ) in  f a c t  a sharp  narrow ing  o f  th e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  more o f t e n  found. I f  t h i s  i s  th e  c a se  and 'e q u a l  money 

in c re m e n ts '  p lay  on ly  a minor p a r t  i n  t h i s  n a r ro w in g ,  what i s  th e  cause?

A nother e x p la n a t io n  of narro w in g  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  has  been  p u t  

fo rw ard  by M.W.Reder who em phasised th e  d i l u t i o n  o f  s k i l l e d  h i r i n g  

s ta n d a rd s  in  an upswing o f  economic a c t i v i t y . ^  Given t h a t  th e  supp ly  

o f  s k i l l e d  w orkers  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  i n e l a s t i c  i n  the  s h o r t - t e r m ,  Reder 

s u g g e s ts  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  pay in g  a h ig h e r  s k i l l e d  wage r a t e  in  o rd e r  to  

tempt w orkers  away from o th e r  jo b s ,  an  employer may be w i l l i n g  to  ta k e  

on w orkers  who a r e  n o t  f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  in  o rd e r  to  g a in  th e  maximum 

advan tage  from any improvement in  economic c o n d i t i o n s .  This d i l u t i o n  of  

work s ta n d a rd s  would be p o s s i b l e  i f  s k i l l e d  t r a d e  un ions were n o t  s t r o n g  

enough to  p re v e n t  i t ,  and where th e  p o t e n t i a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  q u a l i t y  would 

n o t  be g r e a t  enough to  a f f e c t  demand. When r e l a t e d  to  b u i l d in g  t h i s  would 

have meant th e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  an  e x p e r ie n c e d  b r i c k l a y e r ' s  la b o u re r  i n t o  a 

s k i l l e d  p o s i t i o n  and would have r e s u l t e d  in  p r e s s u r e  on th e  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  

m a rk e t .  As we saw above, changes i n  b u i ld in g  a c t i v i t y  o f t e n  responded  

to  improvements i n  th e  perfo rm ance  o f  th e  lo c a l  economy which p resum ably  

in c re a s e d  th e  demand f o r  la b o u r  and t h i s  dua l p r e s s u r e  f o r  u n s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s  

and o th e r  u n s k i l l e d  w orkers  would tend  to  narrow  th e  gap between them and 

th e  s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs .  In  t h i s  case  th e  la b o u re r s  wage r a t e s  would tend  

to  r i s e  f a s t e r  than  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's ,  as long as consumers were w i l l i n g  to  

a c c e p t  p o o re r  q u a l i t y  h o u s in g .

1 'T he Theory o f  O cc u p a t io n a l  Wage D i f f e r e n t i a l s ' ,  A .E .R . , XLV (D ec .1955),  
p p . 833-52.
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These supp ly  p r e s s u r e s  were g r e a t e r  i n  the  a r e a s  o f  r a p id  u r b a n i s a t i o n  

where th e  l o c a l l y  based  t r a d e  c lubs  were in com peten t to  d e a l  w i th

so c o l o s s a l  a p r o b l e m . . , ’  ̂ and they  le d  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  emergence o f  j e r r y -  

b u i l d e r s .  As em ployers they  tended  to  c o n t r o l  th e  whole jo b ,  as th e  o ld  

s u rv e y o rs  had done, b u t  th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  r o l e  was s p e c u l a t i v e  a s  they

r e n te d  land in  hope, s ecu red  m a t e r i a l s  on c r e d i t  and r a i s e d  a mortgage

2on th e  h a l f - b u i l t  house b e fo re  i t  was s o ld  o r  l e a s e d ' . T h e i r  main 

problem  was to  e r e c t  houses a t  th e  lo w es t  p o s s i b l e  c o s t  in  th e  s h o r t e s t  

time and they d i s r e g a rd e d  custom and a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  i n  employing cheap 

la b o u r .  I n  N ottingham , f o r  example, where th e  f a i l u r e  to  e n c lo s e  land  

around th e  borough, had le d  to  an enormous r i s e  i n  land  v a l u e s ,  t h e r e  were 

even g r e a t e r  p r e s s u r e s  to  keep down c o s t s . ^  The c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  ev id en ce  

o f  d i l u t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  where u n s k i l l e d  r a t e s  a c c e l e r a t e  f a s t e r  than  s k i l l e d  

w ages, i s  c e r t a i n l y  p r e s e n t  f o r  th e  boom of th e  1780s and e a r l y  1790s when 

th e  expans ion  o f  th e  t e x t i l e  t r a d e s  and the  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  c a n a l  b u i l d in g  

pushed up u n s k i l l e d  wages in  N ottingham  and on the  n e ig h b o u r in g  e s t a t e  a t  

S t r e l l e y . ^

Even the. Webbs r e c o g n is e d  t h i s  problem  when they observed  t h a t  young 

la b o u re r s  up to  th e  age o f  tw e n ty - f iv e  were g iven  th e  o p t io n  o f  abandoning  

’ . . .  th e  hod f o r  th e  t r o w e l ' . ^  A lthough  th e r e  a r e  many examples o f  e a r l i e r  

changes in  u n s k i l l e d  r e l a t i v e  to  s k i l l e d  wage r a t e s  i n  th e  m id la n d s ,  th e

1 P o s tg a t e ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 31.

2 Clapham, V o l . 1 , p . 164.

3 E.P.Thompson, The Making o f  the  E n g l ish  Working C la ss  (1 9 6 3 ) ,  p . 506.

4 S.D.Chapman, 'Working C la ss  Housing in  N ottingham  d u r in g  th e  I n d u s t r i a l
R e v o l u t i o n ' , i n  The H is to r y  o f  W orking-C lass Housing (1971 ) .

5 See F ig s  39 and 40.

6 I n d u s t r i a l  Democracy (1897) ,  p . 489.
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l o c a l i s e d  n a tu re  o f  th e  b u i l d in g  c y c le  makes th e  p r e c i s e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  

th e  two t re n d s  more d i f f i c u l t  to  make.

More g e n e ra l  ev idence  on t h i s  p ro c e ss  o f  d i l u t i o n  can be g a in ed  from 

an e x am in a t io n  o f  th e  o p p o s i t io n  which s k i l l e d  w orkers  e x e r t e d  a g a i n s t  

t h i s  e ro s io n  o f  c r a f t  s ta n d a rd s  because  i n  many ways t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  cou ld  

d e te rm in e  th e  e x t e n t  o f  th e  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  j e r r y  b u i l d e r s  i n  l o c a l  a r e a s .

I n  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  c o n t ro v e rsy  over  th e  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  laws which were o f  

g r e a t  im portance  to  th e  c r a f t  lodges  as th e  m a jo r  weapon i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  

e n t r y  i n t o  t h e i r  t r a d e s .  There were many a t te m p ts  by groups o f  s k i l l e d  

w orkers  in  the  1790s and 1800s to  r e v iv e  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  by which c ra f tsm en  

had to  q u a l i f y  i n  h i s  t r a d e  by s e rv in g  a seven  y e a r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p .  Over 

the  y e a r s  t h i s  m ajor p ie c e  o f  E l iz a b e th a n  la b o u r  law had f a l l e n  o u t  of 

fav o u r  th rough  th e  narrow ing  d e c i s io n s  o f  th e  judges  who had

d isa p p ro v e d  o f  i t  on p r i n c i p l e ' , ^  b u t  i n c r e a s in g  concern  was shown by 

many c ra f tsm e n  t h a t  s ta n d a rd s  were b e in g  reduced  by em ployers who were 

s e e k in g  to  take  speedy advan tage  o f  th e  p ro sp e ro u s  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  1790s.

In  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  s k i l l e d  groups w ished to  t i g h t e n  th e  i n t e r n a l

r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  lodges o r  t r a d e  s o c i e t i e s  so t h a t  th e re  would be a

r e d u c t io n  in  th e  ' . . .  number coming i n  from th e  co un try  p la c e s  to  th e  g r e a t

2d e t r im e n t  and i n j u r y  o f  p e rso n s  du ly  a p p r e n t ic e d  to  th e  s a i d  c r a f t ' . 

Framework k n i t t e r s  in  N ottingham  com plained to  P a r l ia m e n t  i n  1812 t h a t  

because  th e  h o s i e r  had to  pay r e n t  f o r  h i s  frames when they  s to o d  i d l e ,  

they  o f t e n  r e s o r t e d  to  u s in g  ' c o l t s '  o r  i l l e g a l  w o rk e rs .  And i n  th e  

L e i c e s t e r  h o s ie r y  t r a d e s  ' . . .  th e  in f lo w  of new r e c r u i t s  b o th  encouraged

1 T .K .D erry , . 'The R epeal o f  th e  A p p re n t ic e s h ip  C lauses  o f  th e  S t a t u t e
o f  A p p r e n t i c e s ' ,  E c .H .R . , I I I  (1 9 3 1 -2 ) ,  p . 67.

2 I b i d . , p . 70.

3 B .P .P .  (1812), i i ,  p p . 33-62 .
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and was f a c i l i t a t e d  by th e  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  sy s tem  d e s p i t e  renewed e f f o r t s  

to  e n fo rc e  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s ’ .^ I n  London a journeym en’s o r g a n i s a t i o n  even 

went to  the  e x t e n t  o f  p r o s e c u t in g  n in e te e n  i l l e g a l  workmen from 1809-12, 

and they  were q u i t e  p re p a re d  to  pay t h e i r  own c o s t s ,  a l th o u g h  i t  was the  

d i f f i c u l t y  of s u s t a i n i n g  a p ro lo n g ed  l e g a l  campaign t h a t  encouraged  th e  

London Trade s o c i e t i e s  to  p e t i t i o n  P a r l i a m e n t  on th e  im p lem en ta t io n  o f  

a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  r e g u l a t i o n s .

The government ag reed  to  s e t  up a s e l e c t  com m ittee on the  problem  in

1813, a l th o u g h  u l t i m a t e l y  t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  t o t a l  r e p e a l  o f  th e  I6 th

c en tu ry  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The main argum ents o f  th e  c ra f t sm e n  b e f o r e  the

committee em phasised concern  over th e  q u a l i t y  o f  work, and th e  u n d e r c u t t in g

th e  c ra f t s m e n ’s p r i c e s .  Examples were quo ted  from th e  b u i l d in g  t r a d e s  by 

2W illiam  B e t ty ,  b u t  th e  f u l l  f o r c e  o f  th e se  argum ents was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  

to  overcome o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  whole system  on th e  g ro u i^  o f  i l l i b e r a l  r e s t r a i n t s  

on th e  freedom of em ployers and th e  bogy o f  workmen’s co m b in a tio n s .

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  e v e n tu a l  r e p e a l  o f  th e  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  r e g u l a t i o n s  

th e  comments o f  th e  c ra f t sm e n  them selves  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  

tendency  of m a s te rs  to  d i l u t e  c r a f t  s ta n d a rd s  e s p e c i a l l y  when t r a d e  was 

booming. H ere, m a s te rs  were keen  to  i n c r e a s e  the  supp ly  o f  goods and 

s e r v i c e s  as q u ic k ly  as p o s s i b l e  even i f  t h i s  meant g iv in g  ’ . . .  a d u l t

r e c r u i t s  from o u t s id e  th e  t r a d e  a s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  a sm all

• 1 3p rem ium '.

Both o f  th e  themes t h a t  have been  e x p lo re d  so fa r .  seek  to  e x p la in  th e

1 A.Temple P a t t e r s o n ,  R a d ic a l  L e i c e s t e r  (1954),  p . 54.

2 See above p . 179.

3 Temple P a t t e r s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 54.
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n arrow ing  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  p e r io d s  o f  i n f l a t i o n  o r  expanded a c t i v i t y ;  

what i s  th e  expec ted  re sp o n se  in  d e f l a t i o n a r y  o r  d e p re s s e d  economic 

c o n d i t io n s ?  G en e ra l ly  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a r e  though t to  w iden once a c t i v i t y  

b eg in s  to  slow down because  s k i l l e d  w orkers  a r e  u s u a l ly  more o rg a n is e d

and a l th o u g h  th e  r e s e r v e  f o r  th e  u n s k i l l e d  g rad es  in c lu d e s  unemployed 

s k i l l e d  w orkers  th e  r e v e r s e  i s  n o t  t r u e ’ .^ This  means t h a t  em ployers  

would f in d  i t  e a s i e r  to  d e p re s s  u n s k i l l e d  wages, w h i l s t  th e  c ra f t sm e n  may 

be a b l e  to  r e t a i n  a g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s h o r t  term g a in  in  a b s o lu t e  

money wages ( c e r t a i n l y  t h i s  t r e n d  i s  confirm ed  by th e  mean index  o f  m idland 

b u i ld in g  wages where c r a f t s m e n ’ s r a t e s  a r e  171 i n  1834 w hereas l a b o u r e r s ’ 

r a t e s  a r e  only  151 -  i n  b o th  cases  1790 = 100).

The invo lvem ent o f  t r a d e  un ions  i n  the  w iden ing  of  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  assumes

t h a t  they  a r e  o f t e n  more a c t i v e  in  t h i s  d e fe n s iv e  r o l e  where ’ . . . f e a r  of a

f a l l  i n  the  s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g  has always been th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  la b o u r

a g i t a t i o n .  The c a u t io u s  man who w i l l  ta k e  no r i s k  to  add to  h i s  wages w i l l

2f i g h t  the  h a r d e s t  to m a in ta in  them’ . E. Melbourne though t t h a t  the

s k i l l e d  w orkers  were l e s s  l i k e l y  to  drop away from t r a d e  un ions  in
3

d e p re s s io n s  as they would be b e t t e r  a b le  to  a f f o r d  s u b s c r i p t i o n s ,  and

R ichard  Per]m3n has su g g e s te d  t h a t  s k i l l e d  unions may be more w i l l i n g  to

t r a d e  s h o r t - t i m e  w orking f o r  the  m ain tenance  of  wage r a t e s  w hereas u n s k i l l e d

4w orkers  have l i t t l e  o p t io n  b u t  to  a c c e p t  b o th  unemployment and lower wages.

A l l  of th e se  f a c t o r s  would le ad  to  the  e x p e c ta t io n  o f  a w iden ing  in  

the  d i f f e r e n t i a l  a f t e r  1815, and t h i s  i s  th e  t r e n d  n o te d  in  a l l  o f  th e  m idland

1, Knowles and R o b er tso n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 113.

2 H .B .D a v i s , ’The Theory o f  Union Growth’ , Q . J . E . , 55, (1 9 4 0 -1 ) ,  p . 611.

3 The M in e rs ’ Union o f  N orthum berland and Durham (Cambridge, 1923), p . 61.

4 Labor Theory (New York, 1969), p . 126.
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s e r i e s .  In  a d d i t i o n  th e re  a r e  some s c a t t e r e d  o b s e rv a t io n s  from Glasgow 

and M anchester w hich con firm  t h i s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  th e  la b o u re r s  p o s i t i o n  

a f t e r  1815.^

The a b i l i t y  o f  th e  s k i l l e d  w orkers  to  r e t a i n  a l a r g e r  s h a re  of t h e i r

newly won wage in c r e a s e ,  was g r e a t l y  h e lp e d  by * . . .  m arke t s c a r c i t y  which

2r e in f o r c e d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  o rg a n is e  e f f e c t i v e l y * .  A ccep ting  t h e i r  r o l e

as th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  th e  la b o u r  fo r c e  they  a l s o  p o s se s s e d  an  ’ . . .  a r t i s a n

c re e d  w i th  re g a rd  to  la b o u re r s  who were an i n f e r i o r  c l a s s  and sho u ld  know 

3t h e i r  p l a c e ’ . As a s o c i a l  group th e  la b o u r  a r i s t o c r a t s  p o s s e s s e d  g r e a t e r

s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t y  th rough  t h e i r  l i n k s  in  r e l i g i o n ,  tem perance c lu b s ,

f r i e n d l y  s o c i e t i e s ,  e t c .  and t h i s  c o h es io n  h e lp ed  them to  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r

p o s i t i o n  in  bad t im e s .  They were w i l l i n g  to  work s h o r t e r  hou rs  and engage
4

in  work s h a r in g  a t  th e  h ig h e r  wage r a t e s ,  and they  were b e t t e r  a b le  to  

r e s t r i c t  e n t ry  in t o  t h e i r  t r a d e s  by l i m i t i n g  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s .  Where t h i s  

was d i f f i c u l t ,  g iv e n  th e  r e p e a l  o f  th e  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  1814, 

t h e r e  was the  a l t e r n a t i v e  of c o l l e c t i v e  p h y s ic a l  c o n t r o l  over  th e  employment 

of p a r t i a l l y  s k i l l e d  w orkers  th rough  . . .  o u tra g e s  o r  r a t t e n i n g s . . . ’ whereby 

the  to o l s  and equipment o f  o f fe n d in g  em ployers were removed a n d /o r  d e s t r o y e d .^  

Thus i n  th e  s h o r t  term  th e  s k i l l e d  w orkers  appea r  to  have r e t a i n e d  more of 

t h e i r  w artim e g a in s ,  w h i l s t  i n  th e  long term , t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y  e n su re d  no

1 In  Glasgow th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  w idens from 64%-60% 1810/17 -  1831 and in  
M anchester from 70%-66% 1810/19 -  1832, R etu rns  o f  Wages (HMSO 1887), 
p . 36-7 .

2 S .G .C heckland , The R ise  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  S o c ie ty  i n  England 1815-1885 
(1964) ,  p . 232.

3̂  E . J.Hobsbawm, ’The Labour A r i s to c r a c y  in  19th C entury  B r i t a i n ’ , in
Labouring  Man (1965), p . 275.

4 See th e  ev idence  o f  Thomas Burton  to  th e  S .C . on M an u fac tu res ,  e t c .  
(1833) ,  Q.1749, p . 110.

5 S. P o l l a r d ,  A H is to ry  o f  Labour i n  S h e f f i e l d  (L iv e rp o o l  1959), p . 70.
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s u b s t a n t i a l  na rrow ing  in  th e  s k i l l  d i f f e r e n t i a l  even down to 1914.^

Turn ing  to  the u n s k i l l e d  la b o u re r s  t h e i r  la c k  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n  was

a f e a t u r e  of 19th c e n tu ry  t r a d e  un ion  h i s t o r y ,  and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  in

th e  1820s and 1830s t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  was f u r t h e r  undermined by th e  amount

of b o th  un- and underemployment w i th in  th e  economy. Rapid p o p u la t io n

growth meant t h a t  ’ . . .  th e  number of th o se  whose s k i l l  was ru d im en ta ry

2was th e r e f o r e  v a s t l y  in c re a s e d * .  As i f  t h i s  were n o t  enough, th e  wages

of th e  u n s k i l l e d  were d e p re s s e d  even f u r t h e r  by th e  f lo o d  o f  I r i s h  m ig ran ts

who w ent i n t o  ’ . . .  th e  most d i s a g r e e a b le  k in d s  o f  c o a rs e  la b o u r  such as

3a t t e n d in g  masons, b r i c k l a y e r s  and p l a s t e r e r s * .  The r e s u l t i n g  c o m p e t i t io n  

f o r  jo b s  o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  in  * . . .  r i o t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  where I r i s h  and E n g l is h  

u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  was in  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t io n  -  in  b u i ld in g  o r  on the  d o c k s ’ .^  

These im p re s s io n s  were c o r ro b o ra te d  by Thomas Burton i n  h i s  ev id en ce  to  

the  1833 Committee on M anufac tu res ,  Commerce and S h ip p in g ,  when he commented 

o n ' . . .  th e  g l u t  of I r i s h  la b o u re r s  in  b u i l d in g * .^

A lthough i t  i s  n o t  su g g e s te d  t h a t  I r i s h  la b o u r  competed th ro u g h o u t 

th e  r e g io n  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e i r  p re sen ce  in  th e  l a r g e r  towns and c i t i e s  

of L e i c e s t e r ,  N ottingham  and Birmingham may have been s u f f i c i e n t  to  add to  

the  burdens o f  th e  a l r e a d y  o v e r - s u p p l ie d  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  m arke t and thus  

w iden d i f f e r e n t i a l s  even f u r t h e r .

1 Hobsbawm, ’Labour A r i s t o c r a c y ’ , o p . c i t . ,  p . 293.

2 Checkland, o p .c i t . ,  p . 219.

3 R eport  on the  S ta t e  o f  th e  I r i s h  Poor in  G rea t  B r i t a i n  ( i836) , p . v i i .

4_ E.P.Thompson, o p . c i t . ,  p . 439.

5 O p.c i t . ,  Q .1681, p . 106.
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I f  a t t e n t i o n  i s  c o n c e n t r a te d  on th e  g e n e ra l  t r e n d s  in  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  

from th e  1790s to  th e  1830s th en  the  i n i t i a l  narrow ing  and l a t e r  w iden ing  

may be e x p la in e d  by r e f e r r i n g  to  the  e f f e c t s  o f  ’equa l money in c re m e n ts ’ 

in  wage r a t e s ,  s k i l l  d i l u t i o n  and the  g r e a t e r  degree  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  by 

s k i l l e d  w orkers  ( r e l a t i v e  to  u n s k i l l e d )  to  th e  wage r e d u c t io n s  a f t e r  1815. 

There does however rem ain  a sm a l l  number of c a se s  where th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

moved in  th e  o p p o s i te  d i r e c t i o n ,  i e  w iden ing  in  th e  upswing o f  a c t i v i t y  -  

t h i s  was th e  case  s u g g e s te d  i n  th e  P he lps  Brown and Hopkins d a ta  -  o r  

narrow ing  in  th e  downswing. I n  th e se  e x c e p t io n a l  cases  a t t e n t i o n  has 

been fo cu ssed  on th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t r a d e  un ion  r e s i s t a n c e  to d i l u t i o n ^  o r

2th e  ex trem ely  e l a s t i c  supp ly  o f  u n s k i l l e d  w orkers  t h a t  may be a v a i l a b l e

or th e  r e lu c t a n c e  o f  em ployers to  c u t  u n s k i l l e d  wages in  the  downswing

3as th e s e  wage r a t e s  may a l r e a d y  be re g a rd e d  as  s u b s i s t e n c e  l e v e l s .

The m idland d a ta  c o n ta in s  few examples o f  p ro lo n g ed  n arrow ing  o f

th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a f t e r  1815, b u t  th e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  examples o f  w iden ing

in  th e  1790s when th e  o p p o s i te  i s  no rm ally  the  c a s e .  This  o ccu rs  most

n o ta b ly  i n  th e  towns o f  L i c h f i e l d ,  N ew castle  and L i l l e s h a l l  and t h i s  may

be a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  d ra m a t ic  r e v e r s a l  i n  th e  flow  of m ig ra n ts  and

above a v e r a te  r a t e  of n a t u r a l  in c r e a s e  in  p o p u la t io n  from th e  l a t e r  18 th  
4

c e n tu ry  onw ards.

Armed w ith  t h i s  framework o f  h y po theses  and th e  g e n e ra l  h i s t o r i c a l  

background th e  n e x t  s e c t i o n  w i l l  examine th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  s e r i e s  in  more 

d e t a i l .

1 R. Ozanne, ’A C entury  o f  O ccu p a t io n a l  D i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  M a n u fa c tu r in g ’ , 
R.E.& S . (Aug.1962), p p . 292-9 ,

2 A.L.Gustman & M .Segal ,  ’The U n s k i l l e d - S k i l l e d  Wage D i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  
C o n s t r u c t i o n ’ , I .L .R .R . ,  27, 2, (1974), pp.

3 Ozanne, o p . c i t . ,  p . 297.

4 See Deane & C o le .  o p . c i t . , Table  25, p . 108.
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I I I

In  N o tt in g h am sh ire  th e  main s e r i e s  i s  d e r iv e d  from th e  acco u n ts  o f  

the  Borough T re a su re r  i n  th e  c i t y  o f  N ottingham i t s e l f .  F ig u re  39 shows 

t h a t  th e  t r e n d  movement o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  over the  whole p e r io d  1750-1834 

i s  towards a v e ry  s l i g h t  w id en in g ,  b u t  t h a t  the  changes betw een th e  two 

o u t ly in g  p e r io d s  (when th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l  tw o - th i r d s )  

shows s u b s t a n t i a l  movement. For example, th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  narrow s down 

to 1775 as eq u a l  money inc rem en ts  o f  2d p e r  day a r e  p a id  in  1756 and 1768, 

w hereas th e  w idening  from the  mid-1770s i s  caused by a r i s e  o f  2d p e r  day 

b e in g  p a id  to  c ra f t sm e n  b u t  n o t  l a b o u re r s  i n  1776. Dr C h a lk l in  has 

i d e n t i f i e d  an expans ion  in  b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  in  the  N ottingham  a re a  b o th  

in  th e  l a t e r  1760s and 1770s b u t  th e  t re n d  in  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  the  

o p p o s i t e :  i n  the  form er a narrow ing  in  th e  l a t t e r  a w iden ing  when i t

seems t h a t  th e  supp ly  o f  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  to  keep 

down la b o u re r s  wages d e s p i t e  th e  g r e a t e r  employment. This  s i t u a t i o n  i s  

confirm ed by th e  e s t a t e  b u i l d in g  s e r i e s  f o r  S t r e l l e y  where th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

w idens th ro u g h o u t the  1760s and 1770s as d r a f t s m e n 's  wages push ahead of 

t h e i r  la b o u re r s  (see  F ig  40). However i n  the  more o u t ly in g  p a r t s  of 

th e  county  i t  appea rs  to  be th e  l a b o u r e r s '  r a t e  which i s  moving to c lo s e  

the  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s l i g h t l y  f o r  example a t  Muskham in  1760 and 1775, and 

a t  Welbeck in  1761 and 1775. In  b o th  o f  th e se  a r e a s  th e r e  were changes 

ta k in g  p la c e  in  t h e i r  r u r a l  econom ies, which were to  c o n v e r t  t h e i r  s t a t u s  

from unenc losed  sheep walks to some of the  most p ro sp e ro u s  mixed farm ing  

a r e a s  i n  th e  county^ and t h i s  appea rs  to  have p la ced  p r e s s u r e  on th e  l o c a l  

u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  m a rk e t .  Whereas i n  and around Nottingham  th e  s u r p lu s  

s u p p l ie s  o f  la b o u re r s  seem to  have been  s u f f i c i e n t  to  h o ld  t h e i r  wages back 

d e s p i t e  th e  in c r e a s e s  g iv e n  to  c ra f t sm e n .

See above. Ch.5, p . 150.



1 9 6

This p i c t u r e  changes r a d i c a l l y  from th e  mid-1780s onwards as the

d i f f e r e n t i a l  b eg in s  to  c lo s e  a t  the  same time a s  b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  b e g in s

1 . . 2to  su rg e  ahead . I n  N ottingham  i t s e l f ,  as we no ted  above, th e  la b o u re r s

r a t e  r i s e s  f a s t e r  than  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  from 1784, and t h i s  could  be taken

as  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  d i l u t e d  c r a f t  s ta n d a rd s  and th e  e x t r a  p r e s s u r e  on the

u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  supp ly  e x e r t e d  by th e  e x p an s io n  in  m in ing , c a n a l  b u i l d in g

3 . .and framework k n i t t i n g .  , A s i m i l a r  t r e n d  of narrow ing  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  can 

a l s o  be seen  a t  S t r e l l e y  in  th e  1780s b u t  t h i s  i s  r e v e r s e d  in  the  e a r l y  

1790s, when c ra f t sm e n  a r e  a b l e  to  o b ta in  very  l a r g e  in c r e a s e s  (50% between 

1 7 90-6 ) .  The l u l l  i n  b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  i n  th e  l a t e  1790s seems to  have 

p ro v id e d  an o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  N ottingham  c ra f tsm e n  to e x e r t  p r e s s u r e  on the  

borough c o u n c i l  to  r e s t o r e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  to  t h e i r  p re v io u s  l e v e l s  as t h e i r  

i n c r e a s e  of 6d p e r  day in  1798 i s  n o t  matched by t h e i r  l a b o u r e r s .  However 

t h i s  p o s i t i o n  i s  s h o r t - l i v e d  as  th e  r e v i v a l  i n  a c t i v i t y  a t  the  tu rn  of 

the  19th  ce n tu ry  sees  th e  la b o u re r s  g e t t i n g  h ig h e r  wage i n c r e a s e s ,  a s  once 

a g a in  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i l u t i o n  a p p ea rs  to have been e v id e n t .

D ata from th e  o u t ly in g  e s t a t e s  i s  too s p a r s e  to  p ro v id e  v e ry  d e f i n i t e  

e v id en ce  b u t  th e  Welbeck s e r i e s  f o r  th e  l a t e  1790s confirm s th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  

of th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  by a sh a rp  r i s e  o f  6d (from 24d -  30d p e r  day) f o r  

c ra f t sm e n  in  1800, and the  Markham d a ta  confirm s the  v e ry  sh a rp  narrow ing  

o f  th e  1800s as g r e a t e r  p r e s s u r e  i s  e x e r t e d  on th e  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  m a rk e t .

A narrow ing  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  can a l s o  be seen  in  N ottingham  between 

1802-09 as equa l  money in c rem en ts  a r e  p a id  i n  1805 and 1807, b u t  t h e r e a f t e r

1 C h a lk l in ,  o p .c i t . ,  p . 274 & Chapman, o p . c i t . , p . 135.

2 See p . 149.

3 See below . C h .5, p . 148.



1 9 7

the  la b o u re r s  r e c e iv e  no in c r e a s e  a t  a l l  as  th e  c ra f tsm e n  push  ahead in  

A 18#0/11. Once a g a in  t h i s  i s  a p e r io d  o f  l e s s  in t e n s e  b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  

and once a g a in  (as i n  th e  l a t e  1790s) the  c ra f tsm e n  a r e  a b le  to  ga in  

s e p a r a t e  in c r e a s e s  i n  o rd e r  to  r e s t o r e  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  to  more 

c o n v e n t io n a l  l e v e l s .

A f t e r  1815 th e  o v e r a l l  t r e n d  i s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  to  w iden , as th e  

u n s k i l l e d  lab o u r  s u r p lu s  e x e r t s  i t s  in f lu e n c e  i n  the  d e p re s se d  economic 

c o n d i t i o n s .  The on ly  e x c e p t io n  came i n  th e  mid-1820s when th e  la c e  boom 

in  Nottingham^ e x e r t e d  enough in f lu e n c e  on th e  la b o u re r s  r a t e  to  r e v e r s e  

th e  w iden ing  t r e n d  f o r  th e  y e a r s  1823-6. T h e r e a f t e r  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

widens and s t a b i l i s e s  a t  th e  two t h i r d s  co n v en tio n  u n t i l  1834.

On th e  whole t h e r e f o r e  th e re  seems to  be a c lo s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  in  

N ottingham  i t s e l f  between th e  s t a t e  o f  b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  and th e  t r e n d  

in  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s ;  they narrow  as a c t i v i t y  expands and widen in  a 

c o n t r a c t i o n .  The one un u su a l  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  N ottingham  s e r i e s  i s  th e  

v e ry  sharp  in c r e a s e  i n  c r a f t s m e n 's  r a t e s ,  which fo l lo w s  a number o f  

y e a r s  o f  narrow ing  -  such as 1799 and 1810-11. Even as a c t i v i t y  beg ins  

to  slow down, i t  appea rs  t h a t  b u i l d e r s  a re  a b le  to  g a in  s u b s t a n t i a l  

i n c r e a s e s  i n  wage r a t e s  in  o rd e r  to  r e s t o r e  normal d i f f e r e n t i a l s .

Turning  to  th e  s e r i e s  f o r  L e i c e s t e r  (F ig  41) th e  o v e r a l l  t r e n d  i s

more s t r o n g ly  towards an o v e r a l l  w iden ing  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  th a n  in  

N ottingham . W ith in  t h i s  o v e r a l l  t r e n d  th e  y e a rs  down to  1798 saw a 

n a rro w in g  in  th e  gap between la b o u re r s  and c r a f t s m e n 's  wages under th e  

d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  o f  equa l money in c rem en ts  in  th e  1790s, when th e r e  i s  l i t t l e

ev id en ce  o f  d i l u t i o n  ( i . e .  o f  th e  u n s k i l l e d  r a t e  r i s i n g  f a s t e r  th a n  th e  s k i l l e d )

See above,  C h . l ,  p. 49 and Ch.5,  p . 149.
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This narrow ing  t re n d  i s  r e v e r s e d  th roughough t the  1800s when c ra f tsm e n  

were a b l e  to  e x t r a c t  in c r e a s e s  which were n o t  g iven  to  t h e i r  l a b o u r e r s ,  

a l th o u g h  j u s t  b e fo re  th e  end o f  th e  F rench  wars eq u a l in c r e a s e s  o f  2d 

were p a id  in  1811 and 1813 which narrowed th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s l i g h t l y .

A f t e r  the  war th e  c ra f tsm en  were a b l e  to  r e t a i n  th e  whole o f  t h e i r  wartim e 

i n c r e a s e  in  wage r a t e s ,  b u t  t h e i r  l a b o u re r s  were n o t  as  s u c c e s s f u l  when 

in  1822 and l a t e r  i n  1824 2d was deduc ted  from t h e i r  d a i l y  r a t e s ;  thus  

w iden ing  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s .

In  the  L e i c e s t e r  s e r i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  a t  a l l  f o r  

a d i l u t i o n  o f  c r a f t  s t a n d a r d s ,  and t h i s  would ap p ea r  to  mean t h a t  th e  

s k i l l e d  w orkers were much more e f f e c t i v e l y  o rg a n is e d ,  and t h a t  j e r r y  

b u i l d e r s  d id  n o t  e x e r t  th e  same in f lu e n c e  as  they had done i n  land  hungry 

N ottingham . T his  im p re s s io n  was confirm ed by the  p o s t -1 8 1 5  r i g i d i t y  in  

th e  c r a f t  wage l e v e l s ,  when th e  s k i l l e d  w orkers in  L e i c e s t e r  were th e  

o n ly  ones th ro u g h o u t t h i s  sample o f  m idland  wages to  have been s t r o n g  

enough to  have h e ld  on to  th e  whole o f  t h e i r  i n c r e a s e .

The only  o th e r  s e r i e s  f o r  the  E a s t e r n  M idlands comes from th e  F i t z -  

w i l l ia m  e s t a t e s  a t  M il to n ,  j u s t  o u t s id e  P e te rb o ro u g h .  F ig  42 shows t h a t  ' 

th e  movement i n  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  on t h i s  e s t a t e  was much more d ra m a tic  

th an  those  f o r  Nottingham  and L e i c e s t e r .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  y e a r s  from 

1788 to  1798 saw th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  narrow  from 50% to  83%, as th e  la b o u re r s  

wage r a t e  in c re a s e d  by 75% w h i l s t  th e  s k i l l e d  r a t e  rem ained  th e  same a t  24d. 

This  r a t e  o f  in c r e a s e  was a l s o  seen  i n  the  s e r i e s  f o r  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

w orkers  on t h i s  e s t a t e ^  and i t  a p p e a r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i t  was th e  u n s k i l l e d  

supp ly  o f  la b o u r  t h a t  was under most p r e s s u r e  in  the  1790s. However, the

1 See above,  p . 153.
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a b i l i t y  o f  the  more s k i l l e d  b u i l d in g  w orkers  to o b ta in  sh a rp  wage in c r e a s e s  

d e s ig n ed  to  r e s t o r e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s ,  t h a t  was a l s o  no ted  i n  N ottingham , was 

s u f f i c i e n t  to  reduce  the  gap in  1799-1800. During th e  1800s a s i m i l a r  

p a t t e r n  may be seen  as th e  la b o u re r s  g a in  a s e p a r a t e  i n c r e a s e  in  1805, 

which i s  more than  compensated by s u b s t a n t i a l  in c r e a s e s  fo r  c ra f t sm e n  in  

1807/8 p rod u c in g  a w id e r  d i f f e r e n t i a l  t h e r e a f t e r .

A f te r  1815 th e  t r e n d  i s  v e ry  d e f i n i t e l y  towards th e  w iden ing  o f  

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  t h a t  has been  n o te d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  m id lan d s ,  b u t  th e  M ilton  

s e r i e s  saw th e  w id e s t  gap o f  th e  whole sam ple, between s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  

b u i l d e r s .  This  v e ry  low l e v e l  o f  u n s k i l l e d ,  r e l a t i v e  to  s k i l l e d ,  wages 

i n  p a r t  r e f l e c t s  th e  l i m i t e d  im pact o f  i n d u s t r i a l  change and u rban  ex pans ion  

in  t h i s  county . As C hap ter  5 su g g es ted  th o se  a re a s  in  N ortham ptonsh ire

o u t s id e  th e  county town, where th e  growth o f  th e  b o o t  and shoe in d u s t r y  

was im p o r ta n t ,  were v e ry  dependen t on a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and i t  a p p ea rs  t h a t  

F i t z w i l l i a m  e x p e n d i tu re  on f ix e d  in v e s tm e n ts ,  such  as d r a in a g e ,  took away 

any r e s o u rc e s  from the  b u i l d in g  s e c t o r .  Thus, in  comparing th e  b u i ld in g  

and e s t a t e  wage s e r i e s ,  we f i n d  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  a r e  b e in g  p a id  much more 

than  the  u n s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s . ^  On t h i s  r u r a l  e s t a t e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  the  

s c a r c i t y  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  employment o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  th e  c ra f tsm e n  

( r e l a t i v e  t h a t  i s  to  th e  l a r g e r  towns of L e i c e s t e r ,  N ottingham  and 

S t r a t f o r d )  means t h a t  th e  supp ly  o f  and demand f o r  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  i s  

the  main fo r c e  i n  in f l u e n c in g  th e  changes in  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l ;  a l th o u g h  

th e  ev idence  from 1799-1800 and 1807-8 does i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c ra f t sm e n  a r e  

a b l e  to  re c o v e r  l o s t  ground i f  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a r e  eroded too q u ic k ly .

Turning  to  th e  West M id lands ,  th e  lo n g e s t  s e r i e s  i s  b ased  on th e

2S tra t fo rd -u p o n -A v o n  borough r e c o r d s ,  and th e  o v e r a l l  t r e n d  i s  more d i r e c t l y .

1 See above. C h .5, p . 153-4.
2 See F ig .  43.
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and u n ifo rm ly ,  downward than  th e  s e r i e s  examined so f a r .  The p r o t r a c t e d

w iden ing  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  from 1750-1790 i s  caused  by th e  f a i l u r e  of th e

u n s k i l l e d  r a t e  to r i s e  anywhere n e a r  as q u ic k ly  as th e  s k i l l e d  wage r a t e .

This  tendency r e f l e c t s  th e  a p p a re n t  over supp ly  o f  la b o u r  t h a t  was a

f e a t u r e  o f  s o u th e rn  W arw ick sh ire .^  In  th e  1790s t h i s  t r e n d  i s  r e v e r s e d

p a r t l y ,  by th e  r e v i v a l  o f  l a b o u re r s  wage r a t e s  in  th e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  th e

decade ,  and l a t e r ,  in  1797, by the  payment o f  an eq u a l  i n c r e a s e  of 4d p e r

day. The f i r s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  1791-2 i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  an u p tu rn  in

b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  (no ted  in  th e  n a t i o n a l  su rvey  o f  P a r ry  Lewis and in

2Birmingham by C h a lk l in )  and an in c r e a s e  i n  can a l  b u i ld in g  which cou ld

have e x e r te d  g r e a t e r  p r e s s u r e  on th e  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  m a rk e t .  However

the  1797 in c r e a s e  came a t  a tim e of  d e p re s s io n  i n  b u i l d i n g ,  b o th  n a t i o n a l l y

3and in  th e  Birmingham a r e a ,  and th e r e f o r e  presum ably  r e f l e c t e d  com pensa tion  

f o r  th e  i n f l a t i o n  o f  th e  1790s.

During the 1800s th e  c ra f t sm e n  a r e  a b le  to  o b ta in  more wage in c r e a s e s

than  t h e i r  l a b o u r e r s ,  and th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  widens once ag a in  down to  1809.

In  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a rs  th e  r e v e r s e  tendency o c c u r s ,  and la b o u re r s  r e c e iv e  

i n c r e a s e s  in  1810, 1811 and 1812 which a r e  n o t  matched by c ra f t s m e n .  I t  

was n o ted  above th a t  th e se  were y e a r s  o f  in c r e a s e  f o r  o th e r  e s t a t e  

la b o u re r s  in  W arw ickshire^  an d ,  as C h a lk l in  a l s o  s u g g e s ts  a peak  in  

b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  i n  Birmingham around 1812-13, i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  th e r e  

were s h o r ta g e s  o f  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r e r s .  However in  the  p o s t-1 8 1 5  d e p r e s s io n  

the  m ass ive  la b o u r  s u rp lu s  fo rc e d  the  d i f f e r e n t i a l  even w id e r  so t h a t  by 

the  1830s la b o u re r s  were b e in g  p a id  only  57% of th e  s k i l l e d  r a t e  r e l a t i v e

1 See above. C h .5, p . 160.

2 O p.c i t . , p . 278.

3 C h a lk l in ,  o p . c i t . , p . 280.

4 See above. C h .5, p . 158.
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to  75% i n  the  1750s.

In  S t r a t f o r d  th e r e f o r e  th e  u n d e r ly in g  t r e n d  of w iden ing  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  

r e f l e c t e d  th e  growth o f  p o p u la t io n  beyond the  ex p an s io n  of l o c a l  employment 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The only  e x c e p t io n s  to  t h i s  t r e n d ,  in  th e  1790s and 

betw een 1810-12, came when an u p tu rn  i n  b u i l d in g  a c t i v i t y  c o in c id e d  w i th  

a more w id esp read  ex pans ion  in  th e  demand f o r  la b o u re r s  i n  c a n a l  b u i l d i n g ,  

o r  on th e  fa rm s. A f te r  1815 th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  

so u rc e s  o f  u n s k i l l e d  employment a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  which makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  

f o r  th e  la b o u re r s  to r e s i s t  downward p r e s s u r e  on t h e i r  wage r a t e s .  In  

c o n t r a s t ,  th e  c l o s e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  th e  s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s ,  meant t h a t  they  

were a b le  to r e t a i n  t h e i r  w artim e i n c r e a s e s ,  ex ce p t  f o r  a few poor  y e a rs  

in  th e  e a r l y  1820s. Thus by the  1830s th e  S t r a t f o r d  la b o u re r s  in d ex  s ta n d s  

a t  171 r e l a t i v e  to  a peak o f  214 i n  1812-14 b u t  th e  c r a f t s m e n ’ s index  i s  

th e  same a t  191 as i t s  peak in  th e  y e a r s  1811-1816 ( in  b o th  cases  100 = 1790) .

To th e  n o r th  o f  Birmingham th e  th r e e  main b u i l d in g  s e r i e s  come from 

L i c h f i e l d ,  N ew castle  and L i l l e s h a l l  (F igs 36-38) and a l th o u g h  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

ten d s  to  widen in  th e  long  te rm  in  a l l  c a s e s ,  th e  most im p o r ta n t  common 

e lem en t i s  t h a t  in  a l l  th r e e  s e r i e s  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  v e ry  narrow  in  

the  y e a r s  b e fo re  1790. S k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s  i n  th e s e  p la c e s  a re  on ly  e a rn in g  

20%-25% more than  t h e i r  l a b o u r e r s ,  whose wage r a t e s  a r e  v e ry  h ig h  compared 

to  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  m id lan d s .  This  premium f o r  u n s k i l l e d  w orkers  was 

s e r i o u s l y  e roded  as  the  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  drew to  a c lo s e  and t h i s  t r e n d  

seems n o t  unconnected  w ith  th e  r e v e r s a l  in  th e  flow  o f  m ig r a t i o n  i n  the  

coun ty .  B efore th e  1790s th e  r a t e  of n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  in  p o p u la t io n ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  Deane & Coles e s t im a te s ^  was w e l l  above ave rage  b u t  so a l s o

Deane & C ole , o p .c i t . ,  p p . 106-117.
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was th e  n e t  lo s s  o f  p o p u la t io n  th rough  m ig ra t io n .  The l a t e  18th  and 

e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r i e s  saw a c o n t in u e d  t r e n d  o f  above av e rag e  r a t e s  o f  

n a t u r a l  in c r e a s e  b u t  th e  n e t  lo s s  o f  p o p u la t io n  was r e v e r s e d  as  n e t  inw ard 

m ig r a t io n  became th e  norm.

During the  1790s th e s e  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  s e r i e s  behave very  d i f f e r e n t l y  

from th e  o th e r  m idland  s e r i e s  as th e re  i s  no ev idence  o f  narrow ing  

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  in  th e  b u i l d in g  ex pans ion  of  th e se  y e a r s .  I n s t e a d ,  i n  a l l  

th r e e  s e r i e s  la b o u re r s  lo s e  o u t  r e l a t i v e  to  t h e i r  s k i l l e d  c o l le a g u e s  u n t i l  

the  l a s t  few y e a r s  o f  th e  F rench  w ars .  Whereas the  s k i l l e d  w orkers  were 

a b le  to  g a in  s u b s t a n t i a l  wage i n c r e a s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  1790s, which 

keep t h e i r  r a t e s  a t  v e ry  h ig h  l e v e l s  the  l a b o u re r s  f e l l  f u r t h e r  b e h in d .

The only  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h i s  w iden ing  t re n d  in  the  d i f f e r e n t i a l  came in

th e  l a t e r  1800s when, i n  common w i th  S t r a t f o r d ,  th e  l a b o u re r s  were ab le

to  ta k e  more in c r e a s e s  than  th e  c ra f t sm e n .  T h is  does c o in c id e  w i th  a

1peak i n  b u i ld in g  a c t i v i t y  i n  th e  Birmingham r e g io n  and a l s o  one o r  two 

y e a r s  o f  e x t r a  demand f o r  h a r v e s t  la b o u r ,  which c r e a te d  e x t r a  p r e s s u r e  

on th e  s u p p l i e s  of u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r .  However t h i s  improvement in  th e  

p o s i t i o n  of l a b o u re r s  r e l a t i v e  to  c ra f t sm e n  was s h o r t - l i v e d ,  and in  a l l  

c a s e s  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e g in s  to  widen s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in  th e  g l u t t e d  la b o u r  

m arke t  of th e  1820s and 1830c. I n  f a c t  a t  L i l l e s h a l l  wage r a t e s  drop to  

ex c e e d in g ly  low l e v e l s  i n  th e  e a r l y  1820s such t h a t  c ra f t sm e n  h e re  were 

o n ly  p a id  a t  r a t e s  which la b o u re r s  were r e c e iv in g  in  L e i c e s t e r  and 

N ottingham . These l e v e l s  r e f l e c t e d  th e  extrem e l e v e l s  o f  underemployment

i n  t h i s  a re a  r a t h e r  th a n  any la c k  o f  b u i ld in g  a c t i v i t y  as su ch ,  because  i t

. 2was i n  the  e a r l y  1820s t h a t  L i l l e s h a l l  H a l l  was r e b u i l t .

1 C h a lk l in ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  287.

2 See above, p .  162.
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F i n a l l y  two s h o r t e r  s e r i e s  from S t a f f o r d s h i r e  from A lton  and I n g e s t r e  

(F ig  44) s e rv e  to  confirm  th e  19th  c e n tu ry  t re n d s  t h a t  were n o te d  above. 

These were th e  f a s t e r  r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  i n  la b o u re r s  wage r a t e s  around 1810, 

fo l lo w ed  by th e  sh a rp  w iden ing  of d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a f t e r  1815.

To sum up, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  c h a p te r  has a t te m p te d  to  look a t  th e  

M idland la b o u r  m arket from th e  a n g le  o f  the  s k i l l e d  wage premium between 

c ra f t sm e n  and t h e i r  la b o u re r s  i n  th e  b u i ld in g  in d u s t r y .  I t s  main 

c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t  th e re  was n o t  a c o n s i s t e n t  tw o - th i rd s  m argin  as  many 

w r i t e r s  have s u g g e s te d ;  in  f a c t  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i t s e l f  v a r i e d  w idely  

over  th e  whole p e r io d .  The g e n e ra l  e x p la n a t io n s  o f  changes in  th e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l ,  which em phasised equa l money inc rem en ts  and d i l u t i o n  o f  

c r a f t  s t a n d a r d s ,  appeared  to  p la y  some p a r t  i n  th e se  v a r i a t i o n s  b u t  

t h e i r  im pact d i f f e r e d  w i th in  th e  r e g io n  as  a whole over  th e  p e r io d  

1750-1834,

I t  does appear t h a t  th e r e  was a sh a rp  d i s t i n c t i o n  between th e  

s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r  m a rk e ts ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1815 when th e  

s k i l l e d  w orkers  were c l e a r l y  b e t t e r  a b le  to  r e t a i n  t h e i r  w artim e ga in s  

in  th e  d e p re s se d  c o n d i t io n s  o f  the  1820s, But once a g a in  th e  Midland 

wage d a ta  has r e v e a le d  a wide v a r i e t y  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  w i th in  l o c a l  la b o u r  

m a rk e ts .
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C hap te r  VII 

Local V a r ia t io n s  i n  Wages

One o f  th e  c e n t r a l  themes o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  has been th e  e x t e n t  to  

which wage r a t e s  have v a r i e d  w i th i n  th e  r e g io n .  I f  th e  s e r i e s  had 

been  an am algam ation o f  s p o t  o b s e rv a t io n s  based  on i n d i v id u a l  w o rk e rs ,  

i t  cou ld  have been  a rgued  t h a t  th e  d i s p e r s io n  r e f l e c t e d  d i f f e r e n t  p roduc­

t i v i t y  l e v e l s  f o r  th e  s p e c i f i c  la b o u re r s  concerned . But th e  wage d a ta  

was b ased  on modal r a t e s ,  and would t h e r e f o r e  ten d  to  even o u t  th e  

problem s o f  in d i v id u a l  work pe rfo rm ance .

From th e  append ices  i t  can be seen  t h a t  th e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  p e r s i s t e d  

in t o  th e  1830s when s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s  wages v a r i e d  from 36d -  48d p e r  

day; b u i ld in g  la b o u re r s  from 22d -  32d p e r  day; e s t a t e  l a b o u re r s  from 

18d -  26d p e r  day; and road  la b o u re r s  from 13d -  27d p e r  day. The 

work o f  many wage t h e o r i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  h as  l e d  us to  ex p e c t  t h a t  

th e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  would d is a p p e a r  as th e  economy became more i n t e g r a t e d ,  

b u t  i n  f a c t  t h i s  has n o t  tended  to  happen. I n  t h i s  f i n a l  c h a p te r  th e  

so u rc e s  o f  t h i s  b e l i e f  in  th e  e v e n tu a l  e q u a l i t y  of wage rew ards w i l l  be 

c o n s id e re d  and an a l t e r n a t i v e  framework, s u g g e s t in g  th e  o p p o s i t e ,  w i l l  

be p u t  fo rw ard .
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I I

Although i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  n o t  to  e x a g g e ra te  th e  d eg ree  o f

co h es io n  o f  v i e w s . . . a m o n g  c l a s s i c a l  eco n o m is ts ,  th e  b u lk  o f  t h e i r  wage

th e o ry  was based  on two c h a p te r s  o f  The W ealth o f  N a t i o n s ; C hap te r  V I I I

*0f th e  Wages o f  L abour’ and C hap te r  X ’Of Wages and P r o f i t  in  th e  D i f f e r e n t
2

Employments o f  Labour and S to c k ’ . In  the  s h o r t  run wages were s a id  to  be

de te rm in ed  by d iv id in g  th e  w age-fund by the  number of l a b o u re r s  employed, so

t h a t  each would r e c e iv e  an average  o r  g e n e ra l  wage. T h is  n o t io n  was r e a l l y

a p r o p o s i t i o n ,  o r  i d e n t i t y ,  r a t h e r  th an  a th e o ry ,  and em phasised the  so u rc e s

o f  a g g re g a te  demand f o r  la b o u r  i n  th e  form o f  p re -a c c u m u la te d  c a p i t a l .

Above a l l ,  th e  la b o u r  m arket was though t to  produce a t re n d  towards the

p e r f e c t  e q u a l i t y  ’ , , ,  o f  th e  advan tages  and d is a d v a n ta g e s  of th e  d i f f e r e n t

3employments o f  la b o u r  i n  th e  same n e i g h b o u r h o o d , , , ’ , because  of the  movement 

o f  la b o u r  towards b e t t e r  rew ard s .  H ere , th e  c l a s s i c a l  econom ists  were 

a p p ly in g  t h e i r  g e n e ra l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  eq u a l  a d v an tag e ,  th e  c o r n e r - s to n e  of 

t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  th e o ry ,a n d  t r e a t i n g  wages aa a n o th e r  example o f  a p r i c e  

b e in g  de te rm ined  by the  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  supp ly  and demand -  a l th o u g h  they  gave 

th e  demand s id e  much more em phasis ,  i n  th e  s h o r t  ru n .

Thoughts abou t th e  long  run  d e te rm in a t io n  of wages g e n e r a l l y  r e v o lv e d  

around a custom ary s u b s i s t e n c e  l e v e l ,  which was ta k en  to  be a p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

norm. This  norm, i t  was th o u g h t ,  would g e n e r a l ly  r i s e  as  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n

1 A,W ,Coats, ’The C l a s s i c a l  E conom is ts ,  I n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  and P o v e r ty ’ , i n
I .E .A ,  R ead ings , 9, The Long D ebate on P o v e r ty  (1973 ) ,  p ,1 4 3 .

2 7 th  E d i t io n  (1793),

3 I b i d . , p ,9 9 .
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produced  r e a l  ga in s  f o r  a l l  income e a r n e r s ,  a l th o u g h  b o th  M aithus and R icardo

were f e a r f u l  t h a t  s u b s i s t e n c e  l e v e l s  would f a l l  i f  the  growth o f  p o p u la t io n

were n o t  cu rb ed .^  However th e  main focus  o f  a t t e n t i o n  rem ained th e  s h o r t

run  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  wages, and i t  was r e a l l y  the  concept of th e  w age-fund

which was ’ . . . u s e d  in  p o p u la r  po lem ics  as t h i s  main p r o p o s i t i o n  b l u r r e d  i n t o

2some k in d  o f  c a u s a l  la w ’ .

In  many ways th e  w age-fund concep t a p p l i e d  n o rm a tiv e  s ta n d a rd s  by say in g  

what th e  wages o f  common la b o u r  sho u ld  b e ;  t h e r e f o r e  th e  a n a l y s i s  had to  be 

ex tended  to  cover th e  f a i r l y  obvious d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e i r  i d e a l  view o f  

th e  la b o u r  m arke t,  and th e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  t im e s .  This  e x t e n s io n  took  the  

form o f  a n a ly s in g  c e r t a i n  f a c t o r s  which a f f e c t e d  th e  supp ly  o f  la b o u r  to  

d i f f e r e n t  o c c u p a t io n s  and which m ight p r e v e n t  th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  rew ard s .  These 

rew ards  were seen  in  a wide se n se  a s  the  n e t  advan tages  o f  d i f f e r e n t  employ­

ments and Sm ith , i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  looked  f o r  com pensa tion , to  o f f s e t  unequal 

p e c u n ia ry  paym ents, i n  the  a g re e a b le n e s s  o f  jo b s  ( e x t r a  payments f o r  d i r t y  

and dangerous w ork), th e  c o s t  o f  a c q u i r in g  s k i l l s  ( r e a l l y  a premium f o r  

d e lay ed  e a rn in g s  through a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ) ,  th e  co n s tan cy  o f  employment 

(h ig h e r  s p e c i f i c  e a rn in g s  to  c o u n te rb a la n c e  s e a so n a l  unemployment), as  a 

rew ard f o r  t r u s t  reposed  f o r  go ld sm ith s  and th e  l i k e )  and f i n a l l y  to  ta k e  

acc o u n t  o f  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  su c c e ss  and f a i l u r e  ( in  p r e s t i g o u s  p r o f e s s i o n s ,

l i k e  th e  s t a g e ,  where th e  non-m onetary  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  th e  jo b  may encourage
3

more e n t r a n t s  and d ep re ss  wages f o r  a l l  b u t  th e  m ost s u c c e s s f u l ) .

As a f u r t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  Smith su g g es ted  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a ry  f o r

1 See D .P .O ’B r ie n ,  The C l a s s i c a l  Econom ists (Oxford, 1975), C h ap te r  5.

2 J .A .S ch u m p e te r ,  A H is to ry  o f  Economic A n a ly s is  (1963),  p . 667.

3 For a modern a n a l y s i s  o f  th e s e  f a c t o r s  see  A .R ees, ’Compensating Wage 
D i f f e r e n t i a l s ’ , i n  A ,S .S k in n e r  and T ,W ilson (eds) E ssays on Adam Smith 
(O xford, 1975).
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employments to  be w e l l  known and long e s t a b l i s h e d  (and l e s s  s u b j e c t  to  the  

v a g a r i e s  o f  f a s h io n ) ,  f o r  th e  in d u s t r y  to  be i n  e q u i l ib r iu m  ( t h a t  i s  f o r  the  

e f f e c t s  o f  the  t r a d e  c y c le  to  be a l low ed  fo r )  and f o r  the  employment concerned  

to  be  th e  p r i n c i p a l  job  o f  th e  la b o u re r  co n ce rn ed .^  P ro v id ed  t h a t  a l l  of 

th e se  c o n d i t io n s  were ta k en  i n t o  accoun t then  the  observed  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

wages would be s een  to  be c o n t in u a l l y  te n d in g  towards th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  n e t  

advan tage  between d i f f e r e n t  j o b s .

However, even Smith found t h a t  d e s p i t e  th e s e  a l lo w a n c e s ,  th e r e  were

' . . .  ve ry  unequal p r i c e s  o f  la b o u r  f r e q u e n t ly  found in  E ngland , i n  p la c e s

a t  no g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  from one a n o t h e r ’ ; and t h a t  Î . . .  d i f f e r e n t  p r i c e s  a re

2p a id  a t  th e  same p la c e  f o r  th e  same s o r t  o f  l a b o u r ’ . I t  was a t  t h i s  s ta g e

t h a t  Smith began to  move on to  d is c u s s  th e  o b s t a c l e s  to  ’ . . .  p e r f e c t  l i b e r t y . . . ’

which p re v e n te d  th e  f r e e  movement o f  la b o u r  i n t o  th o se  a re a s  o r  jo b s  which

y ie ld e d  h ig h e r  r e t u r n s .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  Smith e x t o l s  th e  need f o r  more

freedom which w i l l  a l lo w  th e  ’ . . . l o n g  term g o a ls  to  be ach iev ed  and would

3in  tu rn  sw e ll  th e  f u n d ’ . He then  goes on to a t t a c k  th e  e n t ry  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

of c o r p o r a t io n s  and c r a f t  groups (which cause s u p e r io r  wages to  be p a id  to  

a r t i f i c e r s )  and the  o b s t r u c t io n s  to  m o b i l i t y  embodied in  th e  S e t t le m e n t  la w s .^  

In  o th e r  words he c o n f in e s  h im s e l f  to  th e  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  th e  sup p ly  o f  

la b o u r ,  and says l i t t l e  a b o u t  th e  ways i n  which th e  demand f o r  la b o u r  may 

v a ry  w i th i n  l o c a l i t i e s .

Thus th e  c l a s s i c a l  e co n o m is ts ,  fo l lo w in g  Sm ith , a c c e p te d  th e  e x i s t e n c e

1 Sm ith ,  o p . c i t . , p p . 176-183.

2 I b i d . , p . 218 and p . 117.

3 C o a ts ,  o p . c i t . , p .  161.

4 Sm ith ,  o p . c i t . , p p . 183-222.
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o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r e l a t i v e  wage r a t e s ,  b u t  they  a p p e a r ,  by c o n c e n t r a t i n g  too

much a t t e n t i o n  on supp ly  s id e  p rob lem s, to  have m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  th e  causes  o f

th e se  d i f f e r e n c e s .  By th e  second q u a r t e r  o f  th e  19th  c e n tu ry  th e  im pact of

th e  c o r p o r a te  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and s e t t l e m e n t  laws had become much l e s s  a p p a re n t

in  o b s t r u c t i n g  la b o u r  m o b i l i t y ,  and, i t  may be a rg u ed ,  t h a t  th e  coming of

th e  r a i lw a y  had made th e  movement o f  la b o u r  even e a s i e r . ^  D e sp i te  th e se

t r e n d s ,  th e  c l a s s i c a l  econom is ts  s t i l l  a p p a re n t ly  r e f u s e d  to se e  r e l a t i v e  wage

d i f f e r e n c e s  as a n y th in g  o th e r  th a n  s h o r t  term d e v ia t io n s  from th e  long  run

t r e n d  towards e q u a l i t y .  McCulloch, w h ile  a c c e p t in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  lo c a l

a t ta c h m e n ts  to  a t r a d e  cou ld  encourage i n d i v id u a l s  to  rem ain  i n  th e  same

p la c e ,  a n d /o r  th e  same jo b ,  s t i l l  w ro te  t h a t  how s low ly  s o e v e r ,  wages

2a r e  su re  to  be e q u a l i s e d  i n  th e  end*. J . E . C a i m e s ,  p ro b ab ly  th e  l a s t  of

th e  c l a s s i c s ,  hung on to  th e  n o t io n  of e q u a l i t y  o f  f a c t o r  r e t u r n s ,  a l th o u g h

3th rough  th e  new r o u te  o f  m o b i l i t y  o f  c a p i t a l  to  low wage a r e a s .

The m otives  f o r  t h i s  r e l u c t a n c e  to  a c c e p t  th e  permanency o f  wage

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  appear to  l i e  i n  a com bina tion  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l
-  A

and s o c i a l  r e a s o n s . . .  , and th e  need to  . . .  n e g l e c t  o th e r  ( tem porary  o r  

a c c i d e n t a l )  f o r c e s  i n  a d v i s in g  on l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r s :  t h e i r  main fo rc e s

would dom inate i n  th e  long  r u n ' A s  f a r  as  th e  form er re a so n s  were concerned , 

th e  C la s s ic s  seemed eag e r  to  p rove  t h a t  th e  m arke t mechanism would le a v e

1 Hunt, o p .c i t . .  C h .7.

2 A T r e a t i s e  on th e  C ircum st ances which D eterm ine th e  R ate  o f  Wages, e t c . ,
(2nd E d . ,  1854), p . 68.

3 P r i n c i p l e s  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy (1874),  p . 182.

4 ' M. B laug, 'The E m p ir ic a l  C on ten t o f  R ic a rd ia n  E donom ics ',  J . P . E . ,  LXIV,
(1956),  p . 42.

5 N .B .de Machi, 'The E m p ir ic a l  C on ten t and H i s t o r i c a l  L ongev ity  o f  R ic a rd ia n
E conom ics ',  Economica, 37, (1970), p . 265.
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everyone e q u a l ly  w e l l  o f f ,  and th a t  th e  s h o r t  te rm  lo s s e s  i n  w e l f a r e  i n

th e  e a r l y  s ta g e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  would be made up in  th e  en d .^  At

a more p r a c t i c a l  l e v e l  they  were p re o c c u p ie d  w i th  th e  a g g re g a te  w i th

s t a t e s  n o t  w i th  f a m i l i e s ;  w i th  g e n e ra l  p a s s io n s  and p r o p e n s i t i e s  n o t  th o se
2

o c c a s i o n a l l y  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  i n d i v id u a l * .  C a irn es  r e - i t e r a t e s  t h i s  view

by s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  wages were n o t  to  be seen  as a m a t te r  w i th in  th e

d i s c r e t i o n  of  th e  c a p i t a l i s t s  b u t  were de te rm ined  by o u t s id e  f o r c e s  such  as

th e  s t a t e  o f  in d u s t r y  and th e  supp ly  o f  c a p i t a l ;  he re g a rd e d  economic laws

as ' . . . . p r i n c i p l e s  deduced from human n a tu r e  and e x t e r n a l  f a c t s ,  n o t

3s t a t i s t i c s  o f  s o c i e t y ' .  For some of th e se  r e a s o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  most of th e  

e a r l y  19th  cen tu ry  econom ists  r e fu s e d  to  a c c e p t  t h a t  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  had 

any perm anent p la c e  in  th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  la b o u r  m a rk e ts .

There were some o b se rv e rs  t h a t  o b je c te d  to  a c c ep ted  wage t h e o r i e s  l i k e  

John B arton  who c r i t i c i s e d  t h e i r  la c k  o f  re a l ism ^  and T. P e r r o n e t  Thompson 

who p u t  forw ard  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  o p in io n  and h a b i t  on th e  wage s t r u c t u r e ,  and 

who re g a rd e d  in d i v id u a l  p r e s s u r e s  and r e a c t i o n s  as more im p o r ta n t  in  c a u s in g  

wages to  be what they  w ere, in  c o n t r a s t  to  an a g g re g a te  com parison  o f  c a p i t a l  

to  p o p u la t io n .^  But i t  was n o t  u n t i l  th e  1860s t h a t  ' . . . k i l l i n g  th e  w age-fund 

th e o ry  became a f a v o u r i t e  s p o r t  . . . . ' ^

1 See C oats ,  pass im .

2 J .R .  McCulloch, A D isco u rse  on th e  R is e ,  P r o g r e s s ,  P e c u l i a r  O b je c ts  and 
Im portance  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy (1824), p . 15.

3 O p .c i t . ,  p . 56.

4 O b se rv a t io n s  on th e  C ircum stances  which in f lu e n c e  the  C o n d it io n  o f  th e  
Labouring  C la sse s  o f  S o c ie ty  (1817).

5 ' The True Theory o f  R ent, in  O p p o s i t io n  to  Mr R icardo  and O t h e r s ' ,  
W estm ins te r  Review (1831), p . 16.

6 Schum peter, o p .c i t . , p . 667.
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F ra n c is  D. Longe r e a l i s e d  t h a t  he was n o t  s im ply  r e f i n i n g  c l a s s i c a l

wage th e o ry ,  b u t  a t t a c k i n g  a concep t which was a  ' . . . . f u n d a m e n t a l  c re e d  of

some o f  th e  most prom inen t ad v o ca tes  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  advancement

1o f  th e  w orking c l a s s e s  . . . .  a t r u t h  long  s in c e  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d . . . . '  H is

main c r i t i c i s m  was t h a t  th e  fund removed any power from in d i v id u a l s  to

d e te rm in e  wage r a t e s  and made t h a t  o p e r a t io n  i n  some way a u to m a t ic .  He

s in g le d  o u t  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  assum ption  o f  eq u a l  c o m p e t i t io n  betw een em ployers

and la b o u re r s  and con tended  t h a t  th e re  was no r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  em ployers

to  g iv e  a n y th in g  more than  th e  lo w es t  sum which would g e t  la b o u re r s  to  do the

work t h a t  they w anted; and in  o rd e r  to  c o u n te rb a la n c e  t h i s  advan tage  he

tho u g h t t h a t  th e  power o f  t r a d e  unions sh o u ld  be s t r e n g th e n e d .  I n  e f f e c t

he su g g e s te d  t h a t  no wage th e o ry  could  be a c c e p ta b l e  which exc luded  th e

2
' . . . . d e a l i n g s  between i n d i v id u a l  em ployers and l a b o u r e r s ' .

This a t t a c k  on th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  b a rg a in in g  s t r e n g t h  between em ployer and 

employee was taken  a s ta g e  f u r t h e r  by W .T .Thornton, who went on to  deny the  

s i m i l a r i t y  between wage and commodity p r i c e  d e t e r m in a t io n .  He a rgued  t h a t  

th e  ex trem e p o v e r ty  o f  the  l a b o u re r  undermined h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  v i s  a v i s  th e  

em ployer, who cou ld  always f o r c e  lower wages by th r e a t e n i n g  to  c u r t a i l  employ­

m ent. I n  th e se  c irc u m s ta n c e s  th e  em ployer cou ld  l i v e  on h i s  c a p i t a l ,  whereas

th e  la b o u re r  would lo s e  e v e ry th in g  as h i s  la b o u r  supp ly  o r  e f f o r t  co u ld  n o t  

3be s t o r e d .  He even went as  f a r  as  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  wages were d e te rm ined  

n o t  so much by m utual c o m p e t i t io n  b u t  by m utual com bina tion  between em ployers .

1 A R e f u t a t io n  o f  the  Wage-Fund Theory o f  Modern P o l i t i c a l  Economy (1866) ,
p . 12.

2 I b i d . , p . 71.

3 'What D eterm ines th e  P r i c e  o f  L a b o u r? ' ,  F o r t n i g h t l y  Review, 7 (May 1867), 
p . 555.
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as i t  was on ly  in  r a r e  c i rc u m stan c es  t h a t  they  a c t u a l l y  b id  a g a i n s t  each  

o th e r  f o r  la b o u r  when tem pting  away ' . . . . a n o t h e r ’ s s e r v a n ts  by o f f e r s  of 

i n c r e a s e d  pay would be t r e a t e d  as t r a i t o r o u s  to  th e  common c a u s e ' . ^

An a b o r t i v e  a t te m p t  by T . E .C l i f f e  L e s l i e  to use the  w age-fund th eo ry

as an e x p la n a to ry  model o f  I r i s h  m ig ra t io n  in  the  m id-19 th  c e n tu ry ,  l e d  him

to  s u p p o r t  th e  a t t a c k  on th e  u n re a l  u n i fo rm i ty  o f  th e  th e o ry .  He c o n s id e re d

t h a t  th e  im portance  of in d i v id u a l  causes  o f  v a ry in g  wage l e v e l s  meant t h a t

th e  g e n e ra l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  which u n d e r la y  th e  wage-fund were i n a c c u r a t e  and 

2i n a d e q u a te .

I t  was p a r t l y  under th e  w e ig h t o f  th e se  a t t a c k s  t h a t  J . S . M i l l  p roduced

h i s  famous r e c a n t a t i o n  o f  th e  w age-fund i n  1869, when he a d m i t te d  t h a t  th e

buyer had th e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  f i x i n g  th e  p r i c e  o f  l a b o u r ,  and t h i s  would le a d

to  ' . . . . a  range  w i th in  which th e  p r i c e  o f  la b o u r  i s  dec ided  by a c o n f l i c t

3of w i l l s  between em ployers and l a b o u r e r s ' .

Thus by the  1870s th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  w age-fund th e o ry  in  

e x p la in in g  th e  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  wages had been undermined by the  p e r s i s t e n t  

a t t a c k s  o f  those  o b s e rv e rs  who den ied  t h a t  wage r a t e s  were s e t  by v e ry  

g e n e ra l  f a c t o r s ,  and t h a t  th e  r a t e s  them selves  ( to g e th e r  w i th  th e  non- 

p e c u n ia ry  advan tages)  were te n d in g  towards e q u a l i t y .  The p e r s i s t e n c e  of 

th e  c l a s s i c a l  th e o ry ,  as  we n o ted  above, was due l a r g e ly  to  th e  p r e o c c u p a t io n  

w ith  long  run  g o a ls  b u t  t h i s  ' . . . . d o e s  n o t  excuse  th e  unsound g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s  

o r  n e g l e c t  o f  r e l e v a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  -  w hether  th e se  were sex ,  age , f a m i ly ,  

o c c u p a t io n a l  o r  r e g io n a l  -  i n  lab o u r  c o n d i t i o n s ' . ^  T h e ir  m ajor f a i l i n g  seems

1 I b i d . , p . 5 6 1 . (This seems to h i n t  a t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  in fo rm a l  a n t i -  
p i r a t i n g  ag ree m en ts ) .

2 ' P o l i t i c a l  Economy and E m ig r a t i o n ' ,  F r a s e r s  M agazine, (May 1868), p . 613.

3 'T h o rn to n  on Labour and i t s  C la im s ' ,  F o r tn ig h t ly  Review, XXIX (May 1 8 6 9 ) ,p . 680

4 A .W .Coats, 'The C l a s s i c a l  Econom ists and th e  L a b o u r e r ' ,  i n  E .L .Jo n e s  and 
G.E.Mingay (E ds) ,  Land, Labour and P o p u la t io n  in  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o lu t io n  
(1967),  p . 101.
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to  have been  th e  n e g l e c t  o f  demand c o n d i t io n s  in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  th e  

la b o u r  m ark e t ,  b eca u se ,  as  th e  c o s t s  of m ig ra t io n  f e l l  th ro u g h o u t  th e  19th  

c e n tu ry ,  th e  flows o f  la b o u r  from low-wage a re a s  was n o t  s t r o n g  enough to  

p roduce  the  f u l l  e q u i l ib r iu m  in  wage r a t e s  t h a t  th e  c l a s s i c s  e x p e c te d .

And, as p o p u la t io n  c o n t in u e d  to  r i s e  in  th e  low wage a r e a s ,  the  r e g io n a l  

im balance  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  worse as  employment p ro s p e c ts  ( i n  r e g io n s  

l i k e  th e  s o u th e rn  c o u n t ie s  o f  England) f e l l  f a r  s h o r t  o f  a v a i l a b l e  la b o u r  

s u p p l i e s . ^

I n  th e  l a t e r  19 th  ce n tu ry  an a t te m p t  was made to  f i l l  th e  vacuum l e f t

by th e  lo s s  o f  co n f id e n ce  in  th e  wage-fund th e o ry  w i th  a th e o ry  which p a id

more a t t e m t io n  to  th e  demand f o r  f a c t o r s :  th e  m arg in a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  th e o ry .

T his  su g g e s te d  t h a t  f a c t o r s  sho u ld  be rew arded a c c o rd in g  to  v a lu e  of t h e i r

m a rg in a l  p ro d u c t ;  a n y th in g  l e s s  than  t h i s  and the  e n t r e p r e n e u r  w i l l  lo s e

p o t e n t i a l  p r o f i t s  as revenue f a l l s  s h o r t  o f  c o s t s ,  a n y th in g  more and he w i l l

make l o s s e s .  Once a g a in  wages a r e  to  be seen  as p a r t  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  th eo ry

o f  v a lu e  and a r e  d e te rm ined  by supp ly  and demand -  a l b e i t  a d e r iv e d  demand

2f o r  th e  f i n a l  p ro d u c t .  These n e o - c l a s s i c a l  e co n o m is ts ,  t h e r e f o r e ,

r e s o r t e d  to  th e  u se  of p r i c e  as  the  in s t ru m e n t  f o r  a l l o c a t i n g  la b o u r  among

a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e s ,  b ecause  p r i c e  was much more e a s i l y  q u a n t i f i a b l e  ( r e l a t i v e

to  th e  c o m p lic a t io n s  o f  n e t  a d v a n ta g e s ) ,  i t  was tho u g h t to  have a f a i r l y

c o n s i s t e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  p r e f e r e n c e  p a t t e r n s  ( i . e .  th e  h ig h e r  th e  p r i c e

the  g r e a t e r  th e  demand) and f i n a l l y  because  w i th in  b ro ad  a r e a s  i t  was f e l t

to have a p r i o r i  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i n  th e  movement of Europeans to  th e  USA or

3r u r a l  w orkers  to th e  towns. Thus, we have in  a more narrow  form, th e

1 See Hunt, o p . c i t . C h .7; and Rees, o p . c i t . , p . 347.

2 J .R .H ic k s ,  Theory o f  Wages (1932),  p . l .

3 See R o t te n b e rg ,  'On Choice i n  Labour M a rk e ts ' ,  I .L .R .R .  (Jan .  1956).
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p r o p o s i t i o n  n o te d  by Adam Smith t h a t  c o m p e t i t io n  w i l l  r e s u l t ,  v i a  m o b i l i t y ,  

i n  the  ' . . . . e q u a l i t y  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  e a rn in g s  in  th e  same d i s t r i c t  . . . .  and 

s p e c i f i c  wage b a rg a in s  a r e  mere r i p p l e s  on the  s u r f a c e ,  th e  s h o r t - t e r m  

o s c i l l a t i o n s  around th e  one normal e q u i l ib r iu m '

From a d i f f e r e n t  r o u te  t h e r e f o r e  we have a r r i v e d  back a t  th e  same

p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  wages w i l l  be de te rm ined  by movement o f  la b o u r  to  th e

h i g h e s t  r e t u r n s ,  and t h a t  in  th e  long  ru n  th e re  w i l l  be a tendency  f o r  wages

to  succomb to  e q u a l i s i n g  f o r c e s .  There may be d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  s h o r t - r u n ,

b u t  th e s e  a r e  to  be seen  as th e  p ro d u c t  o f  th e  slow w orking  o f  th e  m arket

as ' . . . . p o t e n t i a l  m o b i l i ty  i s  th e  u l t im a te  s a n c t io n  f o r  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n  of 
2

wage r a t e s ' .

I f  the  m a rg in a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  th e o ry  had i t s  main ad van tage  in

c o n c e n t r a t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  demand s i d e ,  i t  had i t s  most s e r i o u s  drawback

in  n e g l e c t i n g  th e  supp ly  o f  la b o u r ,  which i t  took to  be f ix e d  i n  th e  s h o r t

ru n .  Now t h i s  i s  h a rd ly  a c c e p ta b le  i f  t h i s  i s  s p e c i f i e d  as an h o u r ' s  work

a t  th e  s ta n d a rd  l e v e l  o f  i n t e n s i t y ,  and th e r e f o r e  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  th e o ry

to p r e d i c t  th e  h o u r ly  r a t e  o f  wages i s  g ra v e ly  s u s p e c t .  I n s t e a d  th e  th e o ry

p ro v id e s  a n o th e r  n o rm ative  p r i n c i p l e  of d i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e  and i s  b u t

' . . . . a  p a r t i a l  a n a l y s i s  which ta k e s  as in d e p e n d e n tly  g iv en  th e  f a c t o r s  t h a t

3 .d e te rm in e  th e  demand and supp ly  s c h e d u l e s ' .  T h is  wage th e o ry  i s  s t i l l  

unab le  to  cope w i th  th e  w e a l th  o f  e m p ir ic a l  d e t a i l  which o b se rv e s  r e a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  wage r a t e s ,  and P au l  Samuelson has commented t h a t  ' . . . . t h e r e  

i s  no s a t i s f a c t o r y  body o f  economic p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  t e l l s  us a g r e a t  d e a l  

abou t t h i s  s u b j e c t ' . ^  Even H ick s ,  the  a rc h -e x p o n e n t  o f  n e o - c l a s s i c a l  wage

1 A. M a rs h a l l ,  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  Economics (8 th  E d),  (1930) ,  p . 540.

2 H ick s ,  o p . c i t . , p . 79.

3 Schum peter, o p . c i t . ,  p . 942.

4 Economics (1964 e d . ) ,  p . 529-30.
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th e o ry  adm its  t h a t  ’ . . . a  long road  has to  be t r a v e l l e d  b e fo re  th e  a b s t r a c t  

p r o p o s i t i o n  can be used  i n  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  r e a l  e v e n t s ' . ^

Thus i f  one looks towards th e  c l a s s i c a l  o r  n e o - c l a s s i c a l  t h e o r i e s  o f

wages to  p ro v id e  h e lp  i n  e x p la in in g  th e  d e te rm in a t io n  of wage r a t e s  one i s

l i k e l y  to  be d is a p p o in te d .  There appea rs  to  be a d iv e rg e n ce  between ev en ts

and p r i n c i p l e s  which has come a b o u t because  economic th eo ry  has sough t to

r e l a t e  th e  p r i c e  of la b o u r  v e ry  c lo s e ly  to th e  w orking of th e  economy as a

w hole. This has meant t h a t  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  how wage r a t e s  a r e  d e te rm ined

w i th i n  i n d i v id u a l  jo b s ,  f i r m s ,  i n d u s t r i e s  o r  re g io n s  have been swallowed up

w i th in  a l l - e m b ra c in g  av e rag es  o r  long term t r e n d s .  I n  e ssen ce  th e  problem

rem ains t h a t  o f  e i t h e r  g iv in g  in  to  ' . . . . h a l t i n g  a g n o s t ic is m  which can

2n e i t h e r  f o r e c a s t  nor u n d e r s t a n d . . . '  or  a t te m p t in g  to  look in  d e t a i l  a t  th e

f o r c e s  which f a s h io n  d e c i s io n s  on wage d e te rm in a t io n  i n  an e f f o r t  to  ' . . . .

3reduce  th e  b e w ild e r in g  a r r a y  o f  in f lu e n c e s  in t o  some s o r t  o f  o r d e r ' .  Or,

4to  u se  Bowleys ana logy ,  do we want th e  t e l e s c o p ic  o r  m ic ro sc o p ic  e f f e c t ?

1 O p . c i t . ,  p . 10.

2 M. Dobb, Wages (2nd Ed. 1946), p . 144.

3 F .C .P ie r s o n ,  'An E v a lu a t io n  o f  Wage T h e o ry ' ,  i n  G.W.Taylor and
F .C .P ie r s o n  (E ds) ,  New Concepts in  Wage D e te rm in a t io n  (New York,
1957), p . 11.

4. Economic J o u r n a l ,  v i i i  (1898),  p . 479.
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I I I

The fo re g o in g  rev iew  o f  c l a s s i c a l  and n e o - c l a s s i c a l  wage th e o r i e s

h a s ,  d e s p i t e  s e r io u s  t h e o r e t i c a l  and e m p ir ic a l  s h o r t - c o m in g s , em phasised

th e  e x p e c ta t io n  t h a t  r e l a t i v e  wage d i f f e r e n c e s  would be eroded  by th e

i n c l u s i o n  o f  n o n -p ecu n ia ry  advan tages  a n d /o r  th e  m ig ra t io n  o f  l a b o u re r s  to

h ig h  wage a r e a s  and o c c u p a t io n s .  T h is  e x p e c ta t io n  has s u rv iv e d  f o r  many

y e a r s ,  and i t s  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  on a p r i o r i  grounds has meant t h a t  i t  has

s e rv e d  as an i m p l i c i t  a ssum ption  f o r  many economic h i s t o r i a n s  who have

w r i t t e n  on th e  labou r  m arke t and th e  problem  o f  th e  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  wage

r a t e s .  E l i z a b e th  G ilboy , a f t e r  a long s tu d y  of wage r a t e s  in  the  N o r th e rn

and S o u th e rn  a re a s  o f  England in  th e  18th  c e n tu ry  concluded t h a t  r e g io n a l

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  were d is a p p e a r in g  toward th e  end of t h a t  c e n tu r y ,^  and P. Deane

and W.A.Cole, a f t e r  c o n s id e r in g  h e r  d a ta  i n  some d e t a i l ,  concluded  t h a t

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  narrowed * . . . . m a rk e d ly . . . "  (emphasis added) i n  th e  c o u rse  of 

2the  18th  c e n tu ry .  T .S .A sh ton  a l s o  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  th e  e f f e c t  o f  economic

and s o c i a l  change in  th e  l a t e  18th  cen tu ry  was to  reduce  lo c a l  v a r i a t i o n s  

o f  wages and to  ' . . . . a s s i m i l a t e  th o se  p a id  i n  th e  co u n try  to  th o se  i n  th e
3

tow ns ' .

I n  th e  only  m ajor work on la b o u r  m ig ra t io n  b e fo re  1850 A r th u r  Redford  

l in k e d  th e  w a v e - l ik e ,  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  movements to the  p u l l  o f  h ig h e r  wages

1 O p . c i t . ,  p . 165. Her ev id en ce  f o r  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  i s  v e ry  weak as h e r  
London b u i ld in g  r a t e s  s t i l l  vary  between 30-42d p e r  day f o r  c ra f t sm e n  
and 18-33d p e r  day f o r  la b o u re r s  in  th e  1790s; and in  Y o rk sh i re  and 
th e  West Country th e  number o f  o b s e rv a t io n s  a re  f a r  too  sm a l l  to  
j u s t i f y  such a c o n c lu s io n ,  see  Tables  IV-XI, p p . 265-287.

2 '■ O p . c i t . , p . 18. A lthough W.A.Cole has r e c e n t l y  changed h i s  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  se e  h i s  rev iew  o f  E .H .H u n t 's  book i n  E c .H .R . , XXVII, N o .3 
(Aug. 1975), p p . 536-8 , where he s u g g e s ts  t h a t  ' . . . . r e g i o n a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  
had a lm os t c e r t a i n l y  in c r e a s e d  in  th e  c l a s s i c a l  p e r io d  o f  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  
R e v o l u t i o n ' .

3 An Economic H is to r y  o f  England -  th e  18th C entury  (1955),  p . 233.
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as he p la c e d  th e  r a t e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  wages in  in v e r s e  p r o p o r t i o n

1y to  th e  d i s tn h c e  from m a n u fa c tu r in g  t o w n s . . . '  I t  was a l s o  h i s  c o n te n t io n  

t h a t  w orkers  became more m obile  as i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  p ro g re s s e d  g iven  th e  

improvements i n  t r a n s p o r t ,  th e  s p re a d  o f  in fo rm a t io n  and th e  reduced  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  law s, hence d i f f e r e n t i a l s  were bound to  

be e roded  by th e  i n v i s i b l e  hand of th e  m arket r e g u l a t i n g  th e  demand f o r ,  

and sup p ly  o f ,  la b o u r .

In  s h o r t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  p r e d i c t i o n s  o f  wage th e o ry  has  c o lo u re d

h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  d e s p i t e  th e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  th e  d a t a .  Indeed

some o f  th e  a u th o rs  a l r e a d y  quo ted  have them selves  n o t i c e d  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s .

G ilboy n o te s  r e g io n a l  d iv e rg e n c e s  w i t h i n ,  as w e l l  as betw een, h e r  th r e e  

2main a r e a s ;  Ashton a l s o  s u g g es ted  t h a t  th e  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  wages was 

no rm ally  a m a t te r  of i n d i v id u a l  n e g o t i a t i o n  betw een m a s te rs  and men because  

the

' . . . .m arket f o r  la b o u r  was f a r  from p e r f e c t  as  on th e  s id e  
o f  th e  m a s te rs  th e  a r e a  o f  c o m p e t i t io n  was r e l a t i v e l y  
narrow ; i t  i s  h a rd ly  p o s s i b l e  to speak o f  a r e g io n a l  l e t  
a lo n e  a n a t i o n a l  m arket f o r  l a b o u r ' . 3

A lso ,  th e  a t t r a c t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  wages b e in g  ranked  by d i s t a n c e  from

towns, n o te d  by R ed fo rd ,^  was c r i t i c i s e d  by G ilboy b ecause  th e  wages t h a t

she found f o r  g e n e ra l  la b o u re r s  in  th e  N orth  R id in g  o f  Y o rk sh ire  were j u s t  as

5h ig h  as th o se  in  th e  im mediate neighbourhood of th e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  towns.

1 Labour M ig ra t io n  i n  England 1800-50 (2nd Ed. 1965), p . 69.

2 O p . c i t . , p . 161, p . 165, p . 224.

3 O p . c i t . ,  p . 219.

4-- Who was fo l lo w in g  A r th u r  Young, N o r th e rn  Tour (1771), p . 445-6 .

5 Op. c i t . , p .  189.
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s i m i l a r  conclusions , were reach ed  by J .D .M a r s h a l l ,  who, w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  

L a n c a sh ire  i n  th e  1830s, found la b o u re r s  wages in  th e  remote p a r t s  o f  

Westmorland to  be n e a r ly  as much as w orkers  a t  In ce  B lu n d e l l

and T ra f fo rd  P a rk ,  w i th in  a few m iles  o f  L iv e rp o o l  and M anchester 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . . . '  and he concluded  t h a t  any th e o ry  o f  m ig ra t io n  based  

s o l e l y  on wage g r a d a t io n s  o r  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i s  founded on o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n .  

There seems to  be  some tendency  th e r e f o r e  to  fu s e  la b o u r  m o b i l i t y  and wage 

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n t o  a s i n g l e  p rob lem , because  o f  i t s  lo g i c  r a t h e r  th an  th e  

e v id e n c e . ^

Such ev idence  t h a t  we have on r e l a t i v e  wage paym ents , i n  f a c t ,  te n d s

to  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  d i v e r s i t y .  J .D .M a r s h a l l ,  i n  th e  a r t i c l e  on L a n c a s h ire

3wages, n o te d  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a t i o n s  in  wages w i th in  l o c a l  a r e a s  and 

M.K.Ashby r e f l e c t i n g  upon h e r  f a t h e r ' s  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  e a r l y  19 th  c e n tu ry  

W arw ickshire  commented upon th e  e x t e n t  o f  l o c a l  v a r i a t i o n s  which saw

' . . . .  wages d i f f e r ,  in  a d j a c e n t  v i l l a g e s ,  by two s h i l l i n g s  
a week, t h a t  i s  by n e a r l y  20 p e r  cen t  w i th o u t  any d i f f e r e n c e  
in  demand o r  su p p ly ;  i n  v i l l a g e s  f u r t h e r  a p a r t ,  though w i th  
s i m i l a r  c i rc u m s tan c es  th e r e  cou ld  be a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  fo u r  
o r  f i v e  s h i l l i n g s ,  t h a t  i s  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t ' . 4

F u r th e r  i n t o  th e  19th  c e n tu ry  a n a t i o n a l  su rvey  by th e  Amalgamated 

S o c ie ty  o f  E ng inee rs  p roduced  th e  comment t h a t  'wage r a t e s  were f ix e d  

l o c a l l y  -  p r a c t i c a l l y  on a shop to  shop b a s i s ' . ^  In  th e  p r i n t i n g  

in d u s t r y  th e  most n o t i c e a b l e  f e a t u r e  abou t wage r a t e s  was t h e i r  

in c r e a s in g  v a r i e t y  and com plex ity  as  ' . . . .  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t e d  n o t  on ly

1

1 'The L a n c a sh ire  R ura l  L aboure r  in  the  E a r ly  19th  C e n t u r y ' ,  T ra n s .L a n c s . 
& C h esh ire  A n t iq u a r ia n  S o c i e t y , LXXI (1961),  p . 98.

2 L .G .R ey n o ld s , The S t r u c t u r e  o f  Labor M arkets (New York, 1 951 ) ,  p . 207.

3 O p . c i t . , p . 99.

4 Joseph  Ashby o f  Tysoe (1961 ) ,  p . 159.

5 M. & J .B .  J e f f r e y s ,  ' The S k i l l e d  E ng ineer  i n  1 8 6 1 ',  E c .H .R . , I ,  (1947),
p . 33.
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betw een th e  v a r io u s  towns b u t  between d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e s  in  th e  same town,

and betw een d i f f e r e n t  departm en ts  i n  th e  same o f f i c e . ' ^  E r i c  Hobsbawm,

when lo o k in g  in to  the  e f f e c t s  o f  tram ping on wages and m o b i l i t y ,  su g g e s te d

t h a t  th e  system  . . . .  d id  n o t ,  and could  n o t  e l im in a te  th e  v e ry  marked lo c a l

d i s c r e p a n c ie s ,  even w i th in  sm all  r e g i o n s ’ , and he a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e

o p p o s i t i o n  of l o c a l  un ion  b ranches  i n  Birmingham to  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a

2un ifo rm  r a t e  w i th in  a s i x  m ile  r a d iu s  o f  th e  town c e n t r e .  And even a t  the  

end o f  th e  19th cen tu ry  F.W.Lawrence, i n  an ex trem ely  com prehensive su rv ey  

o f  Trade Union wage r e t u r n s ,  found ’ . . . . s t r i k i n g  v a r i a t i o n s . . . ( i n  w a g e s ) . . .

3which a r e  to  be seen  in  th e  same t r a d e  i n  p a s s in g  from one town to  a n o t h e r ’ .

Thus, th e r e  i s  a c o n s id e r a b le  amount o f  ev id en ce  as  to  th e  e x t e n t  and 

e x i s t e n c e  o f  d i v e r s i t y  i n  wage payments w i th in  even f a i r l y  sm all  a r e a s  

such t h a t ,

’ . . . . t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  wage r a t e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
and th e  independence of t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  movements, s t r o n g ly  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  f a c t o r s  p e c u l i a r  to  each  in d u s t r y  and each 
l o c a l i t y  have an i n f l u e n c e ’ .4

And th e se  in d i v id u a l  in f lu e n c e s  have a l s o  been  s t r e s s e d  in  the  most

r e c e n t  work on 19th  cen tu ry  wages by Dr E .H .H unt. The b u lk  o f  h i s  book i s

devo ted  to  th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  b ro a d e r  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e g io n a l  wage v a r i a t i o n s ,

which he  f in d s  to  have p e r s i s t e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  second h a l f  o f  th e  19th

c e n tu ry ,  b u t  he a l s o  r e c o g n ise d  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  ’ . . . .  c o n s id e ra b le  l o c a l

5v a r i a t i o n s  between th e  r e g io n a l  wage p a t t e r n * .

1 A.E.Musson, The T ypograph ica l A s s o c i a t i o n  (1954), p . 1 8 / .

2 ’ The Tramping A r t i s a n ’ , i n  L abouring  Men (1964),  p . 53.

3  ̂ L oca l V a r ia t io n s  i n  Wages (1899), p . l .

4 J.W.F.Rowe, Wages in  P r a c t i c e  and Theory (1928), p . 192.

5 O p . c i t . ,  p . 217.
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The b e w i ld e r in g  com plex ity  o f  wage b a rg a in s  a t  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  which has  

b een  su g g e s te d  by th e se  w r i t e r s ,  and which appea rs  in  th e  p re c e d in g  d i s c u s s io n  

o f  M idland wages in  th e  l a t e r  18 th  and e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r i e s ,  a p p ea rs  to  

c o n t r a s t  v iv d ly  w i th  th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  th e  wage t h e o r i s t s .  B ut, th e  q u e s t i o n  

rem ains  as to  w he ther  t h i s  com plex ity  was i n  any way p e c u l i a r  to  th e  B r i t i s h  

la b o u r  m arke t b e fo re  1914? Could i t  be t h a t  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c id e n t  o f  

B r i t a i n ' s  long  le a d  i n  w orld  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  had p roduced  a h ig h ly  

im p e r fe c t  s t r u c t u r e ?  Some r e f e r e n c e  to  wage r a t e s  and m o b i l i t y  in  the  U.K. 

and U.S.A. i n  th e  20th  c e n tu ry  w i l l  show t h a t  th e  19th  c e n tu ry  p a t t e r n  was 

in  no sen se  un iq u e ,  and t h a t  th e  a l l - p e r v a s i v e  e q u a l i s in g  f o r c e s  have s t i l l  

to  make them selves  f e l t .

Given th e  s e v e re  problem s o f  unemployment and r e g io n a l  problem s d u r in g

the  i n t e r - w a r  y e a r s  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  f r e s h  a t te m p ts  were made to

look i n t o  th e  whole q u e s t io n  of la b o u r  m o b i l i t y .  B r in le y  Thomas made a s tu d y

o f  th e  la b o u r  m arket in  South Wales and p la c e d  s p e c i f i c  em phasis on th e

p e r s i s t e n c e  of h o r i z o n t a l  and v e r t i c a l  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to

s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  th e  % . . .m o b i l i ty  re sp o n se  i s  n o t  s im ply  a m a t te r  of economic

fo rc e s  b u t  an i n e x p l i c a b l e  v a r i e t y  o f  i n d i v id u a l  a c t i o n s ' . ^  And in  a

s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  Oxford Economic Papers  Makower, Marshak and Robinson

contended  t h a t  wage d i f f e r e n c e s  were u n im p o r tan t  i n  m o b i l i t y ,  i t  was much

2more a m a t t e r  o f  p ro d u c t  demand and job  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

However i t  was l e f t  to  B arba ra  Wootton to  p u l l  to g e th e r  th e  s t r a n d s  o f

th e  B r i t i s h  la b o u r  m arket i n  an e x p la n a t io n  which s t r e s s e d  th e  ' . . . . a c c u m u l a t e d

1 'S t u d i e s  in  Labour Supply and Labour C o s t '  (London PhD, 1931),  p . 114,

2 V o ls ,  i ,  i i  and i i i  (1938 -40 ) .
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d e p o s i t  l a i d  down by a r i c h  m ix tu re  o f  s o c i a l  and economic f o r c e s  o p e r a t in g  

th rough  c o n s id e ra b le  p e r io d s  o f  h i s t o r y ’ .^ She a l s o  su g g e s te d  t h a t  non­

m onetary  rew ards e x a c e rb a te d  th e  p e c u n ia ry  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  ( in  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  

id e a s  o f  eq u a l  n e t  advan tage )  and concluded  t h a t  c l a s s i c a l  th e o ry  was u n ab le

to e x p la in  th e  wage s t r u c t u r e  b ecau se  i t  t r e a t e d  i t s  most s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e s  

2as i n c i d e n t a l s .  More r e c e n t l y ,  two e m p i r ic a l  wage su rveys  have confirm ed

many o f  h e r  c o n c lu s io n s .  F i r s t l y ,  Derek Robinson has found a c o n s i s t e n t l y

wide range  of e a rn in g s  (of up to  30 p e r  c e n t)  i n  a n a t i o n a l  su rv ey  o f

e n g in e e r in g  f i rm s  and t h a t  th e se  ap p ea r  to  be th e  r u l e  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  

3e x c e p t io n .  He a l s o  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  were n o t  compensated 

by n e t  advan tages  (ag a in  he found t h a t  th e se  were g r e a t e r  where wages were 

h ig h e r )  and th a t  few v ery  p ow erfu l economic fo r c e s  were te n d in g  tow ards 

u n i fo rm i ty  o f  wage s t r u c t u r e  o r  d i f f e r e n t i a l s ;  i n  f a c t  a v e ra g in g  a g g re g a te  

s t a t i s t i c s  se rv ed  only  to  mask th e  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  found in  p r a c t i c e . ^

Secondly  a survey  by th e  D epartm ent o f  A pp lied  Economics a t  Glasgow U n iv e r s i t y  

e l a b o r a te d  a wide s p read  o f  wages b o th  w i th i n  and betw een lo c a l  la b o u r  m arke ts  

in  Birmingham and Glasgow and concluded  t h a t  c o m p e t i t io n  s e rv e d  to  m a in ta in  

r a t h e r  th a n  c lo s e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s .  I n  s h o r t  they c o n s id e re d  t h a t  th e  most 

obv ious  problem  f o r  economic th e o ry  was to r e c o n c i l e  i t s e l f  w i th  th e  

p e r s i s t e n c e  of th e se  d i f f e r e n t i a l s . ^

Many o f  th e se  comments ha^e been echoed by American la b o u r  eco n o m is ts ;

1 The S o c ia l  F ounda tions  o f  Wage P o l ic y  (2nd Ed. 1964), p . 161.

2 I b i d . ,  p . 66.

3 Local Labour M arkets and Wage S t r u c t u r e  (1970), p . 77.

4 -  I b i d . , p . 244.

5 Mackay, Boddy, Brack, Drack & J o n e s ,  Labour M arkets under D i f f e r e n t
Employment C o n d it io n s  (1971),  p . 282.
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R ic h a rd  A. L e s t e r ,  i n  an a n a l y s i s  o f  N o r th /S o u th  wages was s t r u c k  by th e  

' . . . a p p r e c i a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i th in  S o u the rn  wage r a t e s  . . .  which . . .  v a r i e d  

w id e ly  and i r r a t i o n a l l y  . . . . ' .  ̂ And in  a n o th e r  a r t i c l e  he concluded  t h a t  

th e  te x tb o o k  im p ress io n s  were m is le a d in g  as d i v e r s i t y  p receded  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,

2and a range  o f  wage r a t e s  was much more common than  a c o n c e n t r a te d  u n i fo rm i ty .

Lloyd G. Reynolds d is c o v e re d  im p o r ta n t  deg rees  o f  d i s p e r s io n  in  New England

wages and su g g es ted  t h a t  ' . . . .  a range  o f  r a t e s  e x i s t s  f o r  th e  same g rade  of

3la b o u r  so t h a t  th e re  i s  no s i n g l e  r a t e  which c l e a r s  th e  m a r k e t ' . E q u a l ly  

im p o r ta n t  was th e  c o n f i rm a t io n  t h a t  b o th  o f  th e s e  s tu d i e s  gave to  th e  id e a  

t h a t  th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  n o n -p e c u n ia ry  rew ards made th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  wages even 

w id e r  as low wage p l a n t s  gave few er p e r q u i s i t e s . ^

These t r e n d s  have been  confirm ed  i n  g e n e ra l  by r e c e n t  su rv ey s  which 

c o n t in u e  to em phasise ' . . . . t h e  random c h a o t ic  o r  p u re ly  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  n a tu r e  

o f  wage s t r u c t u r e s  and m o b i l i ty  p a t t e r n s ' . ^  And, in  f a c t ,  r u l e s  become 

' . . . .  more c o n s t r a in e d  and l e s s  r e s p o n s iv e  to  m arke t f o r c e s  th e re b y  

e x p la in in g  much o f  th e  r i g i d i t y  o f  la b o u r  m a r k e t s ' . ^

This  su rvey  has a t te m p te d  to show t h a t  th e r e  i s  a good d e a l  o f  e m p ir ic a l  

e v id en ce  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  p r e d i c t i o n s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  and n e o - c l a s s i c a l  wage

1 'T ren d s  i n  S o u th e rn  Wage D i f f e r e n t i a l s ' ,  S . E . J . ,  XI, (1245),  p . 337.

2 'D i v e r s i t y  in  N orth -S ou th  Wage D i f f e r e n t i a l s ' ,  S . E . J . , X II ,  (1946), p . 258.

3 O p . c i t . , p . 248.

4 L e s t e r ,  R .E .S . (1946),  p . 157 and R eynolds, o p . c i t . , p . 238.

5 A. Rees and G .P .S c h u l tz ,  Workers and Wages i n  an Urban Labor M arke t , 
(Chicago 1970), p . 3.

6 P .B .D o e r in g e r  and M .J .P io r e ,  I n t e r n a l  Labour M arkets and Manpower 
A n a ly s is  (L ex ing ton , Mass. 1971), p . 24.
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t h e o r i e s  a re  n o t  confirm ed , and t h a t  ta k en  to g e th e r  w i th  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

problem s o u t l i n e d  in  th e  p re v io u s  s e c t i o n  t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  th e  need f o r  a 

d i f f e r e n t  approach  to th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  wage r a t e s .  A lthough th e r e  may be 

d i f f e r e n t  f o r c e s  o p e r a t in g  in  th e  modern economy to  p r e v e n t  th e  c lo s u r e  of 

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  (such  as th e  heavy in v e s tm en t  i n  o n - th e - jo b  t r a i n i n g ,  th e  

v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  employees i n  p en s io n  schemes, th e  a n t i - p i r a t i n g  ag reem en ts  

betw een f i rm s  and th e  tendency  f o r  t r a d e  un ions to  n e g o t i a t e  n a t i o n a l  b a r g a in s  

w hich would confirm  ex a n te  r a n k in g s )^  th e  la c k  o f  ev id en ce  over two c e n t u r i e s  

i n  th e  U.K. t h a t  wages were becoming more eq u a l  i s  s u r e ly  s u f f i c i e n t  to  c a s t  

doubt on th e  c o n v e n ie n t  l i n k  between wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  and la b o u r  m o b i l i t y .

An a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p la n a t io n  w i l l  be o f f e r e d  i n  th e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  

c h a p te r  which w i l l  combine th e  w id e r  fo r c e s  o p e r a t in g  in  th e  economy w i th  th e  

more s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t io n s  o p e r a t in g  w i th in  each f i rm ,  i n d u s t r y  o r  l o c a l i t y .

I t  i s  o n ly  by exam ining th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  com bina tion  t h a t  any f i rm  

c o n c lu s io n s  can be drawn as to  how wage r a t e s  a re  a c t u a l l y  d e te rm in e d .

IV

One of  th e  b i g g e s t  problem s in  e x p la in in g  how wage r a t e s  a r e  d e te rm in e d

i s  t h a t  once th e  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  l i n k  w ith  la b o u r  m o b i l i t y  i s  q u e r ie d  th e n

any s o r t  of o rd e r  w i th in  th e  la b o u r  m arke t i s  l o s t  i n  a ' . . . . p r o f u s i o n  o f

2random and c h a o t ic  wage s t r u c t u r e s ' .  As s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  we f e e l  a need  

to  r e s t o r e  o rd e r ,  a t  th e  same time as  p ro v id in g  an e c l e c t i c  r a t h e r  th a n  a 

u n i t a r y  e x p la n a t io n  b ecause  o f  th e  doubts  su rro u n d in g  terms such as ' t h e

1 See D.I.M ackay and R .A .H ar t ,  'Wage I n f l a t i o n  and th e  R eg iona l  Wage 
S t r u c t u r e ' ,  i n  Contemporary I s s u e s  in  Economics (E ds) ,  M .Park in  and 
A.R.Nobay (M ancheste r,  1975).

2 Rees & S c h u l tz ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 3.
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c o m p e t i t iv e  w a g e ' ,  ' t h e  e q u i l ib r iu m  wage' o r  ' t h e  wage t h a t  c l e a r s  th e

m a r k e t ' , ^  A compromise between th e se  two needs may be reach ed  by u s in g  th e

n o t io n  of a range  o f  wage r a t e s  which a r e  p a id  w i th in  a g iven  a r e a  to  la b o u r

which i s  do ing  s i m i l a r  work. By exam ining th e  f requency  o f  wage r a t e

o b s e rv a t io n s  a range  can be s p e c i f i e d  w i th in  which most wage r a t e s  w i l l

f a l l ,  and th e  b eh a v io u r  o f  t h i s  range o ver  time and th e  ra n k in g  o f  i n d i v id u a l  

2f irm s  can then  be n o te d .  For example in  F ig  45 th e  d a ta  s e t  f o r  road

la b o u re r s  wage r a t e s  has been e x p re s se d  in  th e  form o f  a range  by add ing

3and s u b t r a c t i n g  tw ice  th e  s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t io n  from th e  mean and t h i s  g iv e s  

a much more r e a l i s t i c  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  movement o f  wages, than  would be th e  

case  i f  th e  mean a lo n e  were u sed .  O bv ious ly , th e re  i s  a c e r t a i n  lo s s  o f  

p r e c i s i o n  b u t  t h i s  c o s t  has to  be m easured a g a i n s t  th e  g r e a t e r  deg ree  of 

r e a l i s m .

Once th e  id e a  o f  a range  o f  in d e te rm in an cy  i s  in t ro d u c e d  i t  i n c r e a s e s  

th e  s c e p t i c i s m  w ith  which s i n g l e  v a r i a b l e  e x p la n a t io n s  o f  wage r a t e  

d e te rm in a t io n  a r e  t r e a t e d ;  i t  in t ro d u c e s  an e lem ent o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  which 

e a r l i e r  econom ists  were i n c l i n e d  to  m in im ise ,^  The u n c e r t a in t y  su rrounds  

th e  r a n k in g  o f  f irm s  w i th in  th e  range  and how t h i s  ran k in g  may change over 

tim e when w ider  economic p r e s s u r e s  have been  f e l t .  I t  i s  th e  r e a c t i o n  of 

f irm s  to  th e se  p r e s s u re s  t h a t  de te rm in es  th e  ran k in g  and t h i s  r e a c t i o n  can 

only  be u n d e rs to o d  i f  one ta k es  i n t o  acco u n t th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c i rc u m s tan c es  

o f  each f i rm .

Hence, th e re  shou ld  be a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  in f lu e n c e s  which d e te rm ine

1 R, L e s t e r ,  'A Range Theory o f  Wage D i f f e r e n t i a l s ' ,  I ,L ,R ,R , , 5, (1 9 5 1 -2 ) ,
p .500 ,

2 Firms i n  t h i s  case  i s  taken  to  in c lu d e  th e  e s t a t e ,  borough o r  p a r i s h
em ployers ,

3 This  w i l l  then  show 96% o f  o b s e r v a t io n s ,

4 P ie r s o n ,  o p . c i t , , p ,3 1 .
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wage r a t e s  based  on th e  s p l i t  between e x t e r n a l  economic p r e s s u r e s  and th e  

i n t e r n a l  re sp o n se  of th e  f i rm  a t  l o c a l  l e v e l .  The in f lu e n c e  o f  e x t e r n a l  

economic p r e s s u r e s  may be n o te d  in  F ig  45 a s  p roduc ing  a v e ry  slow g ra d u a l  

r a t e  o f  wage in c r e a s e s  up to 1790, to  be fo llo w ed  by an e x p lo s io n  o f  change 

up to  th e  end o f  th e  N apoleon ic  wars and a d e c l in e  i n  r a t e s  th ro u g h o u t  the  

1820s and e a r l y  1830s. Most p a r t s  o f  the  M idlands economy would have f e l t  

th e  im pact o f  th e  w artim e i n f l a t i o n ,  f o r  exam ple, b u t  t h i s  im pact would n o t  

have been s t r o n g  enough to  impose the  s o r t  o f  un ifo rm  r e a c t i o n  which c l a s s i c a l  

econom is ts  ex p e c te d .  I n  t h i s  sen se  i t  may be p o s s i b l e  to  i s o l a t e  a g g re g a te  

economic p r e s s u r e s ,  b u t  to  examine th e  e f f e c t s  of th e se  on lo c a l  wage r a t e s  

i t  i s  a l s o  n e c e s sa ry  to  ta k e  acc o u n t  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  

lo c a l  la b o u r  m a rk e t .^

By l i n k in g  e x t e r n a l  and i n t e r n a l  f o rc e s  i t  may be p o s s i b l e  to  avo id

d is m is s in g  a l l  th e  in f lu e n c e s  which th e  c l a s s i c s  c o n s id e re d  to  be im p o r ta n t ,

a t  th e  same time as denying t h e i r  prim acy in  d e te rm in in g  changes in  wage

r a t e s  a t  l o c a l  l e v e l s .  These e x t e r n a l  in f lu e n c e s  were th o se  which le d  many

econom is ts  to  r e g a rd  wage d e te rm in a t io n  a lm o s t  as  an a u to m a t ic  p ro c e s s  and

2which l e f t  th e  employer l i t t l e  cho ice  o ver  wage r a t e s ,  and which a l s o

th e r e f o r e  were most o b je c t io n a b le  to  th o se  e m p i r i c i s t s  who b e l i e v e d  in

3m a n ag e r ia l  d i s c r e t i o n  in  s e t t i n g  wage l e v e l s .  I n  o rd e r  to

s a t i s f y  b o th  sch o o ls  o f  tho u g h t some com bina tion  o f  th e se  p r e s s u r e s  i s  

r e q u i r e d  such t h a t  ' , , , ,  th e  e x t e r n a l  m arke t may s e t  wide l i m i t s  b u t  in  

p r a c t i c e  th e  e x t e r n a l  f o rc e s  a r e  o f t e n  s u b o rd in a te d  to  i n t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e s ' , ^

1 -  Robinson, o p . c i t , , p ,2 6 8 ,

2 I b i d . ,  p ,5 1 ,

3 Mackay e t  a l , o p . c i t , , p ,8 8 ,

4 Robinson, o p , c i t , ,  p ,6 6 .
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To a la rg e  e x t e n t  t h i s  methodology was a p p l ie d  i n  C hap ter  5 which 

su rveyed  th e  Midland wage d a ta  i n  some d e t a i l .  There , th e  e x t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e s  

were p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  economic growth from th e  

m id -1 8 th  c e n tu ry  and th e  im pact o f  th e  F rench  wars on the  economy. I n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  growth o f  Birmingham and th e  B lack  Country was s e e n  to  have 

had a marked e f f e c t  on the  economy o f  th e  West M idlands by p r o v id in g  

a l t e r n a t i v e  so u rces  o f  employment which p la c e d  p r e s s u r e  on th e  la b o u r  m arke ts  

o f  South  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  and N orth  W arw icksh ire ,  S im i la r ly  in  th e  a r e a  around 

N ottingham  th e  expans ion  o f  m ining  and th e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from 

the  1780s produced sh a rp  wage in c r e a s e s .  As f a r  as  a g r i c u l t u r e  was concerned  

a m ajor theme o f  th e  c h a p te r  was th e  economic f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  l i g h t e r  s o i l  

a r e a s ,  which a l low ed  them to  ta k e  speedy advan tage  o f  r i s i n g  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  

up to  1815, and to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  d i s t r e s s  o f  th e  p o s t -w a r  p r i c e  c o l l a p s e .  

A reas such as the  D ukeries  i n  N o tt in g h am sh ire  and c e n t r a l  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  were 

seen  to have been b e t t e r  a b le  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  economic p o s i t i o n  than  

N ortham ptonsh ire  o r  South W arw icksh ire ,  L ev e ls  o f  p o p u la t io n  grow th  and 

d e n s i t y  were a l s o  s t r e s s e d  as f a c t o r s  which would s e t  th e  l i m i t s  o f  la b o u r  

m arke t p r e s s u r e s ,  f o r  example i n  th e  p a s t o r a l  a r e a s  o f  e a s t e r n  and s o u th e rn  

L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  r e l a t i v e  to  th e  growing a r e a s  o f  th e  p o t t e r i e s  o r  th e  shoe 

p ro d u c in g  v i l l a g e s  around Northampton, I n  o th e r  w ords, th e  d e l i c a t e  b a la n c e  

betw een p o p u la t io n  growth and l o c a l  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  were th ough t to 

have s e t  the  e x t e r n a l  l i m i t s  o f  wage r a t e s .

O v er ly in g  th e  e v o lu t io n  of th e  economy was the  d i s r u p t i v e  in f l u e n c e  

of th e  N apoleon ic  w ar,  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  e f f e c t s  on p r i c e s .  A l l  th e  m ajor 

p r i c e  in d i c e s  show s u b s t a n t i a l  in c r e a s e s  from th e  e a r l y  1790s^ and t h i s  

would c e r t a i n l y  have p roduced  p r e s s u r e  f o r  wage i n c r e a s e s .  In  a d d i t i o n  the

1 See M .W .Flinn, 'T ren d s  i n  Real Wages 1 750 -1850 ',  E c ,H ,R , , XXVII, N o ,3 
(1974),  p ,4 0 0 .
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r a p id  improvement in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f i t s  expanded a r a b l e  farm ing (and 

t h e r e f o r e  employment) on l e s s  f e r t i l e  land  in  N o r th am p to n sh ire ,  c e n t r a l  

N o tt in g h am sh ire  and s o u th e rn  W arw icksh ire .  The im pact o f  th e  war on t r a d i n g  

p ro s p e c ts  would a l s o  have in f lu e n c e d  th e  b u i l d in g  t r a d e s  in  th e  w est M id lands, 

p ro d u c in g  th e  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  c y c l i c a l  p a t t e r n .  E q u a l ly ,  once th e  war was 

o ver  th e  problem s o f  over  ex p an s io n ,  r e l i a n c e  on su b -m a rg in a l  lan d  and r a p id  

p o p u la t io n  growth fo rc e d  p r i c e s  downwards in  th e  tro u g h  from 1815 to  th e  mid- 

1830s when w h o le sa le  underemployment and s o c i a l  d i s t r e s s  were w id e s p re a d .

A ll  of th e se  g e n e ra l  t r e n d s  were bound to  in f lu e n c e  th e  d e te rm in a t io n  

of wage r a t e s ,  b u t  th e  s p e c i f i c  amount by which they  were in f lu e n c e d  v a r i e d  

w id e ly ,  a cc o rd in g  to th e  i n t e r n a l  c o n d i t io n  of th e  work u n i t  -  w he ther  t h i s  

was th e  e s t a t e  o r  th e  borough c o u n c i l  o r  the  p a r i s h .  I n  o th e r  words th e  

l o c a l  la b o u r  m arket a c te d  as  a s h i e l d  or i n s u l a t o r ,  which cou ld  e x a c e r b a te ,  

impede o r  even r e v e r s e  th e  im pact o f  c o m p e t i t iv e  e x t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e s .  I t  

was th e s e  i n t e r n a l  re sp o n ses  which p re v e n te d  th e  easy  a d a p t a t i o n  of wage 

r a t e s  and produced th e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  r a t e s ,  n o t  on ly  i n  th e  M idlands b u t  

th ro u g h o u t  th e  economy. In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  was th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  l o c a l  

la b o u r  m arke ts  to  r e s i s t  th e  a u to m a tic  movements i n  wages t h a t  th e  c l a s s i c s  

p r e d i c t e d ,  which has p re v e n te d  th e  com p le tio n  o f  th e  ex p ec ted  t r e n d  towards 

e q u a l i t y  in  e i t h e r  r a t e s  o r  n e t  a d v a n ta g e s .  This  i s  n o t  to  a rg u e  t h a t  th e  

c l a s s i c s  ig n o red  th e  powers o f  th e  work u n i t s  to r e s i s t  w id e r  economic 

p r e s s u r e s ,  b u t  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  they  u n d e re s t im a te d  t h a t  power b ecau se  they  

f e l t  t h a t  th e  e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s  would be s t r o n g  enough to  impose a un ifo rm  

re sp o n s e  among em ployers .  I n s t e a d ,  th ey  appear to  have e x a g g e ra te d  th e  

power o f  th e  ' i n v i s i b l e  hand ' o f  the  m ark e t ,  and u n d e re s t im a te d  th e  in f lu e n c e  

o f  non-econom ic f o r c e s  which n o t  on ly  c o n d i t io n e d  th e  i n t e r n a l  r e sp o n s e  b u t  

a l s o  de te rm ined  th e  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  of th e  e s t a t e  o r  p a r i s h  w i th  r e s p e c t  to
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the  l e v e l  o f  wage r a t e s  t h a t  were p a id .

To many econom ists  t h i s  f a i l u r e  to  f o l lo w  th e  most o b v io u s ,  and

r a t i o n a l ,  r u l e s  o f  th e  economic game, was b u t  a n o th e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e

im m atu r i ty  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  p e r io d .  E x p la n a t io n s  o f  t h i s

b eh av io u r  were couched i n  term s o f  ' , , , . t h a t  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  a g e n t  c u s to m . . .* ^

and i t  was im p lie d  t h a t  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  economy would e v e n t u a l l y  produce

a t r u l y  i n t e g r a t e d  m arke t economy w here in  th e  t r e n d  towards e q u a l i t y  would 

2be i n e v i t a b l e .  As th e  e a r l y  s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  c h a p te r  have a t te m p te d  to

show, t h i s  tendency has n o t  m a t e r i a l i s e d ,  and th e r e f o r e  one must co n c lu d e

t h a t  ' . . . . s i l e n t  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  must tak e  some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  c o n t in u e d

3d is c re p a n c y  in  r e m u n e r a t i o n . . . ' .  In  many ways th e  p rob lem  o f  e x p la in in g  

wage r a t e s  re v o lv e s  around th e  d e f i n i t i o n  of custom as a n y th in g  which i s  

non-econom ic and which must th e r e f o r e  be i r r a t i o n a l ;  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  

e f f e c t s  o f  custom a r e  o f t e n  re g a rd e d  as  an ' . . . . e x p r e s s i o n  o f  d e f e a t  to  

s c i e n t i f i c  m i n d s . , , ' , ^  However, i f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  wage d e t e r m in a t io n  i s  

seen  i n  a more i n t e r - d i s c i p l i n a r y  sen se  as  a com bina tion  o f  s o c i a l ,  economic, 

c u l t u r a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s  then  th e  ' , , , , c r a s s  economic 

r e d u c t i o n i s m , . , . ' ^ of some o b s e rv e r s  m igh t i t s e l f  ap p ea r  i r r a t i o n a l .

Custom, t h e r e f o r e ,  may be used  to  e x p la in  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i f  i t  i s  

re c o g n ise d  as  an i n d i c a t o r  o f  a whole range  o f  f a c t o r s  which may in f lu e n c e  

wage r a t e s  r a t h e r  th an  a s t u l t i f y i n g  in f lu e n c e  more i n  keep ing  w i th  à p r e ­

i n d u s t r i a l  economy. C hap ter  6 showed th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  u s in g  th e  tw o - th i r d s  

m arg in  f o r  u n s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r s  a s  a s a c r o s a n c t  m easure , f o r  a l th o u g h  wage

1 Rowe, o p . c i t . , p . 68.

2 See A shton , o p . c i t , ,  p ,2 1 9 ,

3 W ootton, o p . c i t , , p . 70,

4 Rowe, o p . c i t . , p . 68,

5 &.P.Thompson, ' The Moral Economy o f  th e  E n g l ish  Crowd in  th e  19 th  C en tu ry '
P&P, 50 (1971),  p .
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p a t t e r n s  may a c q u i r e  some i n e r t i a  they a r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  in v u l n e r a b le  to

change i n  an e r a  as  d ram a tic  as  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o lu t io n ' .^  The r o l e  o f

custom may be th ough t to have been pushed too  f a r  however by Mrs G ilboy  who

th o u g h t t h a t  th e  h ig h  wages which she  found in  th e  N orth  R id in g  were a r e l i c

2o f  th e  days when la b o u r  had to  fa c e  the  danger o f  S c o t t i s h  b o rd e r  r a i d e r s  I

E.J.Hobsbawm has p ro v id ed  the  most com prehensive su rv ey  o f  custom in

th e  19th  cen tu ry  economy and he ta k es  t h i s  to  in c lu d e  a l l  b e h a v io u r  based

3on s h o r t  term  c a l c u l a t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  lo n g - te rm  r a t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s .  A lthough 

much o f  h i s  work i s  concerned  w ith  th e  amount o f  e f f o r t  c o n t r i b u t e d  by l a b o u r ,  

h i s  emphasis on th e  bond o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  between w orkers  and 

em ployers ,  th e  moral o r  e t h i c a l  in f lu e n c e s  on a t t i t u d e s  and th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

developm ent of w orkplace  r e l a t io n s h o p s  does o f f e r  c e r t a i n  c lu e s  i n  th e  s e a r c h  

f o r  more p r e c i s e  wage d e te rm in a n ts .  A nother h i s t o r i a n  of la b o u r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

J .D ,M a r s h a l l ,  a l s o  concluded  t h a t  th e  s o c i o l o g i s t s  had as  much to  o f f e r  

to  the  problem  of wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s  as had th e  econom ist^  and E,P.Thompson 

has shown t h a t  id e a s  o f  j u s t  p r i c e s  and s o c i a l  e q u i ty  i n  economic a f f a i r s  

were n o t  a t  a l l  o u t  o f  p la c e  i n  the  18 th  c e n tu r y .^  S im i l a r l y  E r i c  R ic h a rd s  

has a p p l ie d  s i m i l a r  r e a s o n in g  to  th e  Swing r i o t s  o f  1830 by s u g g e s t in g  a 

c o r r e l a t i o n  between a re a s  o f  r i o t i n g  and a r e a s  ' . . . w h e r e  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  

w orse th e  cash nexuses  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  o ld e r  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  and d e f e r e n t i a l  

s o c i e t y  were l o s t ' . ^  T r u s t  between worker and employer rem ained  an im p o r ta n t

1 See A r th u r  M. Ross i n  T ay lo r  and P ie r s o n ,  o p . c i t . , p . 200.

2 O p . c i t . , p . 190.

3 'Custom, Wages and Work Load i n  19th  C entury  I n d u s t r y ' , i n  L abouring  Men,
(1964), p . 344.

4 "  M a rs h a l l ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 105.

5. 'M oral Economy', o p . c i t . ,  p . 135.

6 See E .H .H unt, o p . c i t . , p . 4 f o r  a very  b r i e f  m ention  of a f e a t u r e  which
underm ines some of h i s  b ro a d e r  g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s .
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bond which o f t e n  t ran sce n d ed  crude  economic l o g i c .  Thus th e  im portance  

of non-economic in f lu e n c e s  has r e c e iv e d  some a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  they  a r e  too 

o f t e n  d ism isse d  as  random f a c t o r s  i n  th e  s e a rc h  f o r  more manageable 

h y p o th e s e s . ^

I n  many ways th e  a t t e n t i o n  p a id  to  w ider economic in f lu e n c e s  on wage 

r a t e s  may be j u s t i f i e d  i f  th e  o b j e c t iv e  i s  to  t r a c e  g e n e ra l  t r e n d s  in  wage 

p a t t e r n s .  I f ,  however, th e  o b j e c t  i s  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  d e te rm in a t io n  of 

wage r a t e s  w i th in  p a r t i c u l a r  a re a s  th e n  th e  em phasis sho u ld  be p la c e d  more 

f i r m ly  on a w id e r  range o f  in f lu e n c e s  which cou ld  e x p la in  th e  d i v e r s i t y  of 

r a t e s  f o r  s i m i l a r  jobs  o f t e n  i n  th e  same a r e a .

The emphasis p la c e d  on th e  bond o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  between em ployers and

w orkers  seems to  have had an e f f e c t  on e s t a t e  wages where some landowners

were j e a lo u s  of t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n s  as good em ployers ,  and thus  responded

q u ic k ly  to  r i s i n g  l i v i n g  c o s t s  -  f o r  example a t  S t r e l l e y  i n  th e  1790s, a t

A lto n  i n  the  1800s, a t  M ilton  in  th e  1790s. E q u a l ly  t h e r e  were o th e r  e s t a t e s

where th e  re sp o n se  o f  wage r a t e s  was v e ry  slow and presum ably i n d i c a t e d  t h a t

owners were too mean o r  too  poor to pay in c r e a s e s  -  f o r  example th e  v e ry

low wage r a t e s  a t  T eddesley  and C h i l l i n g t o n  u n t i l  1810, o r  E a t in g to n  and

P ack in g to n  u n t i l  1809. There a l s o  ap p ea rs  to  have been  in fo rm a l  a n t i -

p i r a t i n g  agreem ents  between n e ig h b o u r in g  ow ners, which p re v e n te d  th e  easy

2t r a n s f e r  of la b o u r  between e s t a t e s .  A f te r  1815 th e  v a r i e d  n a t u r e  of th e  

e s t a t e s  p ro v id ed  work in  some case s  o u t s id e  th e  d i r e c t  fa rm ing  o p e r a t i o n  in  

tim ber  p l a n t a t i o n s  and p l e a s u r e  gardens and so p re v e n te d  wage r a t e s  from 

f a l l i n g  as f a s t  as  they  d id  e lsew h ere  -  f o r  example c o n t r a s t  th e  wage l e v e l s

1 See E.H. H unt, o p . c i t . , p . 4.

2 See D .R .M il ls ,  ’The G eo g rap h ica l  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  laws o f  S e t t le m e n t  in
N o t t s ’ , E .M .G ., 5, (1970),  p . 36.
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a t  M il to n  and G ra f to n  i n  N o r th am p to n sh ire ,  o r  G ona ls ton  and Worksop in  

N o tt in g h am sh ire  o r  Trentham and S h i f n a l l  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e .  Some e s t a t e  

owners d id  n o t  i n c r e a s e  wage r a t e s  i n  th e  i n f l a t i o n a r y  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  

1790s, b u t  d id  pay supplem ents  -  f o r  example on th e  P ack in g to n  e s t a t e  an 

e x t r a  6 pence p e r  week was added a t  th e  end o f  each y e a r  from 1794-1801,

For e s t a t e  employees t h e r e f o r e  th e  r a t e  o f  change i n  wage r a t e s  depended

v e ry  much on th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  th e  owner, and on the  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e

e s t a t e  economy. But even h e re  i t  i s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  to  f i n d  v a r i a t i o n s  o r  

i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  f o r  on th e  M il to n  e s t a t e s  i n  N ortham ptonsh ire  d u r in g  the  

1820s th e  g e n e ra l  l a b o u re r s  wage r a t e s  were much s t r o n g e r  than  b u i l d in g  

l a b o u re r s  on the  same e s t a t e  and i n  f a c t  th e  l a t t e r  were p a id  4 pence p e r  

day l e s s  than  t h e i r  c o l le a g u e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  1820s and e a r l y  1830s .^  A 

s i m i l a r  e x c e p t io n  was found a t  Welbeck Abbey i n  th e  1790s, a l th o u g h  h e r e  i t  

seems t h a t  th e  k een e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  Duke o f  P o r t la n d  was 

r e f l e c t e d  in  h ig h e r  wages th an  h i s  b u i ld in g  l a b o u r e r s .

Looking a t  th e  b u i l d in g  in d u s t r y  as a whole th e  most im p o r ta n t  

c o n c lu s io n  to  come o u t  o f  C hap te r  6 was t h a t  th e  s k i l l  d i f f e r e n t i a l  v a r i e d  

m arkedly  w i th in  th e  r e g io n ,  and in  the  same l o c a t i o n  over  t im e . This i s  

e s p e c i a l l y  im p o r ta n t  i f  one looks a t  th e  im pact o f  i n f l a t i o n ;  when one 

would e x p e c t  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  to  have been eroded  by th e  payment o f  eq u a l

2money in c r e m e n t s , to  compensate w orkers f o r  changes in  th e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .

For th o se  w orking in  the  same p la c e ,  on th e  same jo b ,  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b le  to  

suppose  t h a t  l i v i n g  c o s ts  ro s e  by s i m i l a r  amounts f o r  b o th  s k i l l e d  and 

u n s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs ,  y e t  th e  number o f  tim es t h a t  equal wage in c i e a s e s  were

1 See above C hap te r  5, p . 153-4.

2 See above, p . 181.
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p a id  was found to  be v e ry  s m a l l .  Thus th e r e  a p p e a rs  to  have been  t\ro q u i t e

s e p a r a t e  la b o u r  m arke ts  on th e  same s i t e  which was bound to  p roduce  a v e ry

v a r i e d  re sp o n se  to  e x t e r n a l  economic p r e s s u r e s .

The a c t u a l  demand f o r  b u i l d e r s  v a r i e d  w id e ly  w i th in  th e  d a ta  s e t  from 

borough c o u n c i ls  th rough  u rban  p ro p e r ty  developm ent to  th e  d i r e c t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of c o u n t ry  h o u ses .  Workers i n  th e  f i r s t  c a te g o ry  were found to  have been  

p a id  a t  r a t e s  l e s s  l i a b l e  to  f l u c t u a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1815, which cou ld  

e i t h e r  have been caused  by th e  f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  o f  l o c a l  governm ent, o r  

th e  urgency  w ith  which work had to  be c a r r i e d  o u t  to  l o c a l  g o a ls  o r  asy lum s.

In  a d d i t i o n , t h e  r a p id  growth o f  L e i c e s t e r  and N ottingham  was bound to  have 

in c r e a s e d  th e  need f o r  m ain tenance  o f  ro a d s ,  b r id g e s  and pavements and th u s  

en su red  buoyan t demand c o n d i t io n s  f o r  th e se  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  p a id  w o rk e rs .

As f a r  as  u rban  p r o p e r ty  was concerned  th e  S t a f f o r d  e s t a t e  p ro v id e d  employ­

ment i n  L i c h f i e l d  and N ew castle  a t  v e ry  fa v o u ra b le  r a t e s  u n t i l  th e  Gower

i n t e r e s t  d ec ided  to  w ithdraw  t h e i r  u rban  in v e s tm e n ts  and work came to  h|a
Y 1 . .

a b r u p t  h a l t  i n  th e  1820s. Even th e  b u i l d in g  o f  a c o u n try  house  d id  n o t

have an immediate im pact on l o c a l  b u i l d in g  wages, f o r  i n s t a n c e  th e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  L i l l e s h a l l  H a l l  i n  1823 d id  l i t t l e  to  change th e  l e v e l  of b u i l d in g  wages 

in  t h i s  i s o l a t e d  a r e a .

Wage r a t e s  p a id  to  road  la b o u re r s  were de te rm in ed  w i th in  th e  m ost e a s i l y  

i d e n t i f i a b l e  l o c a l  la b o u r  m a rk e t :  th e  p a r i s h .  H ere, th e  r a t e s  o f f e r e d

seem to  have been d e te rm ined  by th e  s u r p lu s  la b o u r  a v a i l a b l e  ( t h a t  i s  th e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  l o c a l  employment in  th e  w in te r  months) and th e  p r e s s u r e  

p la c e d  upon th e  su rv ey o r  to  m a in ta in  th e  s ta n d a rd  of th e  r o a d s .  Both o f

1 See above,  p. 162.
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th e s e  fo rc e s  r e f l e c t e d  p e c u l i a r l y  l o c a l  c o n d i t io n s  and i t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  no 

s u r p r i s e  t h a t  th e  s e r i e s  o f  road  l a b o u re r s  wages r e v e a l  v e ry  marked d i f f e r e n c e s  

w i th i n  f a i r l y  narrow  g e o g ra p h ic a l  a r e a s . ^  Im p o r ta n t  c lu e s  to  th e  l e v e l  o f  

road  w orkers wages were s u g g e s te d  i n  C hap te r  5 , and i n  many ca se s  they  

re v o lv e d  around th e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  secondary  employment in  th e  h o s i e r y ,  

r ib b o n  or shoe t r a d e s .  For example i n  the  h o s i e r y  b e l t  i n  so u th  w es t  L e i c e s t e r ­

s h i r e  th e  p a r i s h  o f  S toke Golding re c o rd e d  v e ry  h ig h  road  wages u n t i l  1815, 

and then  they  slumped v e ry  bad ly  in  th e  p o s t -w a r  y e a r s ;  i t  was su g g e s te d  above

t h a t  t h i s  was p ro b ab ly  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  outwork s e c t i o n s
2

o f th e  framework k n i t t i n g  in d u s t r y .  S im i l a r l y  i n  th e  same county  ex trem ely  

low road  wages were found in  p a r i s h e s  t h a t  were i s o l a t e d  from the  main 

c e n t r e s  of a c t i v i t y  a t  Burrough, i n  th e  p a s t o r a l  e a s t  and Kimcote and Shawell
3

i n  th e  so u th .

I n  N ortham ptonsh ire  th e  in f l u e n c e  of a l t e r n a t i v e  employment i n  th e  boot

and shoe in d u s t r y  improved th e  s ta n d in g  o f  road  wage l e v e l s  a f t e r  1815 when

t h i s  h a n d i c r a f t  i n d u s t r y  expanded r a p i d l y , ^  On th e  o th e r  hand th e  d e c l in e

o f  th e  Coventry  r ib b o n  weaving t r a d e s  appea rs  to  have p roduced  a downward

t r e n d  i n  wage l e v e l s  i n  th e  1820s ,^  w h i l s t  th e  l o c a l  im pact of th e  l a c e

boom in  N ottingham  d u r in g  t h a t  same decade had a  marked upward in f l u e n c e  on

6l o c a l  l a b o u re r s  wage r a t e s .  T h e re fo re  i t  would ap p ea r  t h a t  th e  changing  

f o r tu n e s  o f  many lo c a l  c r a f t  i n d u s t r i e s  had a p ro found  in f l u e n c e  on wage

1 See above. C h .4.

2 See above C h .5, p . 20 and D .R .M i l l s ,  P o v e r ty  and S o c ia l  P o l ic y  (M ilton  
Keynes, 1974) p . 21.

3 - .  See above. C h .5, p . 145.

4 See above. C h .5, p . 155.

5 See above. C h .5, p . 159.

6 See above. C h .5, p . 149.
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l e v e l s  w i th in  f a i r l y  narrow  g e o g ra p h ic a l  a r e a s ,  and th e se  must be in c lu d e d  

i n  any e x p la n a t io n  o f  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s .  Some a t t e n t i o n  has a l s o  been  

p a id  to th e  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  o f  road  wages i n  p a r i s h e s  e i t h e r  i n  o r  n e a r  to  

u rban  a r e a s  o r  m arke t towns (such as Market H arborough, Northampton, L e i c e s t e r ,  

G rea t  B arr  and Warwick) and t h i s  appea rs  to  have been th e  r e s u l t  o f  h ig h e r  

l i v i n g  c o s t s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  r e n t s )  b u t  a l s o  the  more v a r i e d  employment p r o s p e c t s  

e s p e c i a l l y  in  s e r v i c e  t r a d e s . ^

There were o th e r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  l o c a l  in f lu e n c e s  su g g es ted  in

C hap te r  5 which might e x p la in  changes i n  wage r a t e s ;  f o r  i n s t a n c e  th e

a p p a re n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  a t  Teddesley  in  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  o f  a v e ry  sharp  wage r a t e

in c r e a s e  in  1812 w i th  th e  e x t r a  employment t h a t  would have been  in v o lv e d  in

2th e  e n c lo s u re  o f  l a rg e  p a r t s  o f  Cannock Chase in  t h a t  same y e a r .  I n  th e

same county  th e re  i s  a l s o  ev idence  t h a t  e x te n s iv e  and c o s t l y  lan d  improvement

schemes were s t a r t e d  in  th e  1820s to  p ro v id e  employment(and thus  p r e v e n t

3wage r a t e s  from f a l l i n g  too f a r )  a t  L i l l e s h a l l  and Trentham.

The main theme o f  t h i s  conc lud ing  c h a p te r  has been t h a t  any e x p la n a t io n  

o f  why c e r t a i n  wage r a t e s  were p a id  must in v o lv e  a com bination  o f  e x t e r n a l  

economic p r e s s u r e s  and th e  v a ry in g  re sp o n ses  o f  em ployers to  th e s e  p r e s s u r e s .

In  th e  l a s t  few pages c e r t a i n  f a c t o r s  have been p u t  fo rw ard  which ap p ea r  to

1 See above. C h .5, p . 159.

2 See above. C h .5, p . 163.

3 R ic h a rd s ,  'C a p ta in  S w i n g . . . . ’ , o p . c i t . , p . 89. I t  a l s o  a p p ea rs  t h a t  
s i m i l a r  in v e s tm en ts  were u n d e r ta k en  a t  M il to n ,  s ee  above . C h .5, p . 154 
Some economic j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  e x p e n d i tu re  has been su g g e s te d  
by Dr E . J .T . C o l l i n s  i n  t h a t  i t  k e p t  la b o u r  i n  the  a re a  d u r in g  th e  
w in te r  months when they m ight o th e rw ise  have moved away and caused

- problem s in  re c ru / t in g  h a r v e s t  la b o u r  i n  the  fo l lo w in g  y e a r .  I n  t h i s
case  th e r e  would^'be b o th  economic and s o c i a l  causes  f o r  n o t  p la y in g  
th e  m arket r u l e s  of a t te m p t in g  to  pay the  low es t wages f o r  th e  
s h o r t e s t  p o s s i b l e  t im e . See h i s  ’H a rv e s t ,  Technology and Labour 
Supply in  B r i t a i n  1790-1850’ (U npublished PhD t h e s i s ,  N ottingham , 
1970).
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have in f lu e n c e d  the  l e v e l  and r a t e  o f  change in  wage r a t e s  i n  th e  M idlands 

la b o u r  m a rk e t .  They do n o t  p ro v id e  a com plete  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  a l l  th e  

o bserved  d i f f e r e n c e s  -  f o r  example th e  sharp  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  road  wages in  

the  n e ig h b o u rin g  p a r i s h e s  o f  K i lv in g to n  and S tau n to n  o r  L i t t l e  B i l l i n g

and A bington  o r  Wolfhamcote and Badby o r  P ack in g to n  and Meriden^ -  b u t  they

do a t te m p t  to  show th e  im portance  o f  th e  i n d i v id u a l  work u n i t  as  a d e c i s i o n ­

maker. I n  o th e r  words i t  su p p o r ts  th e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  m arke t as  th e  

prim e in f lu e n c e  on wage r a t e  d e te rm in a t io n  a t  th e  same time as a c c e p t in g  i t s  

r o l e  i n  p ro d u c in g  changes in  r a t e s  o v e r  tim e.

There a r e  many problem s which have been n e g l e c te d  in  t h i s  whole su rv ey ,  

n o ta b ly  th e  r o l e  o f  p e r q u i s i t e s .  I t  co u ld  be a rgued  t h a t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  non-mon e t a r y rew ards  (such as f r e e  food and a l e  o r  low p r i c e d  produce) 

m ight be enough to  compensate f o r  the  observed  wage r a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  thus  

s u p p o r t in g  th e  c l a s s i c a l  n o t io n s  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  n e t  a d v a n ta g e s .  IVhat t h i s  

argument r e q u i r e s ,  however, i s  p ro o f  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  of th e  p e r q u i s i t e s  was 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  to cover v e ry  wide d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  wage r a t e s  (n o te  the  

growing s i z e  o f  th e  gap betw een the  h ig h  and low wage bands on F ig  45 ) 

and t h a t  i t  was th e  p o o r ly  p a id  workers who were r e c e iv in g  th e  p e r q u i s i t e s .  

At an e m p ir ic a l  l e v e l  l i t t l e  o r  no ev id en ce  was found on p e r q u i s i t e s  b u t  

such c lu e s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  food and a l e  payments were o f  on ly  

m a rg in a l  in f lu e n c e  r e l a t i v e  to  th e  a b s o lu t e  s i z e  of th e  d a i l y  wage r a t e .  On

th e  second p o in t  a l l  th e  ev id en ce  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  i n  f a c t  th e  b e t t e r  p a id

w orkers  were th e  ones who r e c e iv e d  the  h ig h e r  non-m onetary rew ards  thus  

w iden ing  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  even f u r t h e r .  There i s  a l s o  ev id en ce  to  su g g e s t

See above Ch.5 .
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t h a t  as  th e  economy grew from th e  mid 18th  cen tu ry  th e  p r o p e n s i ty  f o r  

em ployers to  pay in  k in d  was markedly reduced  as th e  r e a l  c o s t  o f  such 

payments ro s e  s h a r p ly .

A nother problem  conce rns  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  employment y e a r  f o r  th o se  

w o rk e rs ;  t h a t  i s  w hether  low wage r a t e s  m ight n o t  be tu rn e d  i n t o  h ig h e r  

an n u a l  e a rn in g s  v i a  l e s s  unemployment than  i n  th e  more h ig h ly  p a id  j o b s .

Data on unemployment i s  n o t o r i o u s l y  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d  b u t  such ev id en ce  

t h a t  we do have from th e  Poor Law r e t u r n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1815, i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  the  a re a s  o f  g r e a t e s t  r u r a l  d i s t r e s s  were a l s o  a r e a s  o f  v e ry  low wages - 

f o r  in s t a n c e  th e  whole o f  th e  s o u th e rn  p a r t  o f  t h i s  Midland r e g io n .  This  

p rob lem  would n o t  ap p ea r  to  be as r e l e v a n t  to  road  la b o u re r s  who tended  to  

be employed on a v e ry  s h o r t  term b a s i s ,  b u t  i t  cou ld  w e l l  be im p o r ta n t  in  

th e  b u i l d in g  t r a d e s  i f  th e  com parison  i s  made w ith  o th e r  w o rk e rs .  I t  was 

w e l l  known t h a t  a t  c e r t a i n  tim es o f  th e  y e a r  th e  w ea th e r  would p re v e n t  f u l l  

employment and th e r e f o r e  a r i s k  premium may have been  b u i l t  i n t o  the  wage 

r a t e .  However th e  theme o f  t h i s  s tu d y  has been to  compare w orkers  in  the  

same o c c u p a t io n  o v e r  th e  r e g io n  and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  such 

r i s k  premiums would v a ry  w ide ly  enough to  accoun t f o r  th e  sh a rp  wage 

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  th e  b u i l d in g  in d u s t r y  w i th i n  narrow  r e g io n s .

E q u a l ly  i t  cou ld  be  a rgued  t h a t  th e  focus  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  has been  too 

narrow  i n  th e  se n se  t h a t  i t  has  c o n c e n t ra te d  on n o n - i n d u s t r i a l  employment. 

T h is  u n f o r tu n a t e  a s p e c t  i s  due to  th e  p a u c i ty  o f  wage d a t a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

in  the  form o f  d a i l y  wage r a t e s ,  which has  been th e  main b a s i s  o f  com parison, 

A l l  t h a t  can be added h e re  i s  t h a t  th e  p reponderance  o f  p ie c e  work payments 

in ' m in ing  and i n d u s t r y  would p ro b ab ly  have le d  to  even more i n d i v i d u a l  wage 

b a rg a in in g  as th e  ag ree d  r a t e  would have to  depend on th e  a s se s sm en t  o f
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w orker p o t e n t i a l .  In  a d d i t i o n  much o f  the  secondary  ev id en ce  quo ted  from 

Hobsbawm, Musson, Hunt and Rowe shows l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  th a t  i n d u s t r i a l  

wages were te n d in g  tow ards th e  unifo rm  p a t t e r n  econom ists  e x p e c te d .

A f u r t h e r  problem was t h a t  o f  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  movement and 

sup p ly  o f  l a b o u r ;  were th e se  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  to  have p roduced  a 

h ig h ly  im p e r fe c t  la b o u r  m arke t embodying wide d i f f e r e n t i a l s ?  T here  seems 

to  be  no doubt t h a t  in  any c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a in in g  sense  th e  em ployers were 

s t r o n g e r  than  t h e i r  w o rk fo rc e .  However, t h e r e  i s  some re a s o n  to  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  th e  c l a s s i c a l  econom ists  may have e x ag g e ra ted  th e  r e s t r i c t i v e  in f lu e n c e  

o f  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  laws in  r e s t r a i n i n g  la b o u r  m o b i l i t y .  A lthough the  

e x i s t e n c e  of c lo s e d  p a r i s h e s  canno t be doubted in  t h i s  p e r io d  t h e r e  i s  

ev id en ce  to  show t h a t  la b o u r  was b ro u g h t  i n  from su r ro u n d in g  p a r i s h e s  to 

work f o r  l o c a l  em ployers ,  whose main m otives  i n  c l o s i n g  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  was 

to  p re v e n t  r i s i n g  poor r a t e s  r a t h e r  than  m onopolise  lo c a l  la b o u r  m a rk e ts .  

There i s  no doubt however^ t h a t  b e fo r e  th e  ra i lw a y s  a c c e s s  to  in fo rm a t io n  

a b o u t  a l t e r n a t i v e  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  was l i m i t e d ,  b u t  as Dr Hunt has 

r e c e n t l y  p o in te d  o u t^ in  th e  p o s t - r a i l w a y  e r a  th e  e x te n s iv e  m o b i l i t y  o f  

la b o u r  d id  l i t t l e  to c o r r e c t  th e  main t r e n d s  in  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s . ^  But 

th e  f a c t  rem ains t h a t  th e  im m o b il i ty  o f  la b o u r  in  many r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  the  

m id lands  w hether  v o lu n ta r y  o r  in v o lu n ta r y  was bound to  i n f l u e n c e  wage l e v e l s

Each one o f  th e se  p rob lem m atic  a r e a s  cou ld  have ch ipped  away a t  th e  

e x t e n t  o f  th e  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s ,  b u t  even where th e  com pensa tion  went in  

th e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,  th e  emphasis p la c e d  in  th e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  on the  

e v o l u t io n  o f  th e  la b o u r  m ark e t  s in c e  th e  1830s has shown t h a t  p o w erfu l

1 Op.c i t . , p . 238.
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f o r c e s  a r e  s t i l l  w orking to  p r e v e n t  th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  wage payments t h a t  

econom is ts  have p r e d i c t e d .  In  f a c t  th e s e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  shou ld  be a c c e p te d  

a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of any la b o u r  m arke t ,  r a t h e r  than  s h o r t  term o s c i l l a t i o n s  

which w i l l  e rode  g e n t ly  i n t o  e q u a l i t y .  T h e i r  s h e e r  p e r s i s t e n c e  sh o u ld  be 

enough to  s e c u re  t h e i r  a c c e p ta n c e  as  p a r t  and p a r c e l  o f  any th e o ry  which 

seeks  to  e x p la in  p a r t i c u l a r  wage r a t e s .  This  whole em phasis , however, on 

th e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  wage b a rg a in s  throws c o n s id e ra b le  doubt on th e  u t i l i t y  

o f  r e g io n a l ,  county o r  n a t i o n a l  wage s e r i e s  which a re  based  s o l e l y  on the  

mean. J u s t  as  im p o r ta n t  as th e  b eh av io u r  of th e  mean may be th e  d i s p e r s io n  

o f  o b s e rv a t io n s  around t h a t  mean and th e r e f o r e  i t  i s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  whole 

range  o f  wage r a t e s  shou ld  be c o n s id e re d .  T h is  should  n o t  p r e v e n t  th e  i n t e r ­

r e g io n a l  com parison  o f  wages b ecau se  th e  whole range  may be h ig h e r  o r  low er; 

f o r  example w i th in  th e  e a s t  m id lands i t  would be f a i r  to  say  t h a t  wage l e v e l s  

were h ig h e r  in  N o tt in g h am sh ire  th an  i n  N o r th am p to n sh ire ,  w hereas a d i r e c t  

com parison of mean weekly wages o f  1 1 / -  and 8 / -  would be too s i m p l i s t i c . ^

As f a r  as th e  d e t e r m in a t io n  o f  s p e c i f i c  wage r a t e s  a r e  con ce rn ed ,  i t  seems 

t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  and a sense  o f  r e a l i t y  w i l l  p re v e n t  th e  ac c e p ta n c e  

y o f  one a l l - e m b ra c in g  eh rg y .  The most t h a t  one can hope f o r  i s  to  be a b le  

to  p ro v id e  c lu e s  as  to  th e  r a n k in g  o f  f irm s  w i th in  t h e i r  r e g io n s  o r  a r e a s

2th rough  th e  c o n d i t io n in g  o f  e x t e r n a l  in f lu e n c e s  w i th in  i n t e r n a l  la b o u r  m a rk e ts ,  

such e x p la n a t io n s  w i l l  n o t  remove any e lem en ts  o f  th e  r e a l  w orld  b u t  ’ . . . t h e

3r e s u l t s  w i l l  r e v e a l  some of th e  u n d e r ly in g  f o r c e s  which shape wage r e l a t i o n s ’ .

1 B laug , o p . c i t . , p . 182.

2 R obinson , o p . c i t . ,  p . 251.

3 P ie r s o n ,  op. c i t . , p . 5.
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C onclusion

The main c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  p ie c e  o f  r e s e a r c h  has been to  

p ro v id e  economic h i s t o r i a n s  w i th  o v er  one hundred  new s e r i e s  o f  wage 

r a t e s .  A lthough th e  coverage o f  o c c u p a t io n s  i s  incom ple te  they  do 

r e p r e s e n t  th e  jobs  o f  a t  l e a s t  a q u a r t e r  o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  w orkers  

enum erated in  th e  1841 c e n s u s .^  And d e s p i t e  t h e i r  somewhat h aphazard  

g e o g ra p h ic a l  d i s p e r s io n  they  do ap p ea r  to  g iv e  us a r e a s o n a b le  p i c t u r e  

o f  th e  la b o u r  m arket i n  t h i s  r e g io n .  However th e  themes o f  th e  l a s t  

two c h a p te r s  has been  s u f f i c i e n t  to  warn us o f  th e  dangers  o f  th e  k in d  

o f  g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s  t h a t  have been used p r e v io u s ly  to  a s s e s s  l i v i n g  

s t a n d a r d s .

As t h i s  was the  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i t  seems t h a t  some 

comments shou ld  be made in  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  on th e  p r o g r e s s ,  i f  any ,  t h a t  

has been  made i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  I n  many ways i t  has s e rv ed  to  un d er­

l i n e  th e  im portance  g iven  by many c o n t r i b u to r s  in  th e  d e b a te  on l i v i n g  

s ta n d a rd s  to  th e  need to e s t a b l i s h  r e s e a r c h  f i rm ly  a t  th e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  

T h is  t h e s i s  has f u r t h e r  r e f i n e d  ' l o c a l  l e v e l '  to  c o n s i s t  m ain ly  o f  a  u n i t  

o f  employment r a t h e r  than  a l o c a l  a r e a .  V a r ia t io n s  in  wage r a t e s  w i th in  

r e l a t i v e l y  c lo s e  a r e a s  have been examined i n  s u f f i c i e n t  dep th  to  throw 

doubt on the  p r e c i s i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  wage r a t e s .  What i s  more,

any asse ssm en t o f  r e a l  wages must in v o lv e  n o t  on ly  a c c e s s  to  l o c a l

2p r i c e s  (and th e se  co u ld  v a ry  as  w id e ly  as th e  wage r a t e s  do) , b u t  a l s o

1 See above. Table  1, p . 61.

2 See *A F resh  Look a t  Wheat P r i c e s  and M arkets in  th e  E ig h te e n th
C e n tu r y ' ,  E c .H .R . , XX, N o.2 (August 1967), p p . 257-266, f o r  a rev iew  
o f  th e  d eb a te  on th e  autonomy o f  r e g io n a l  g r a in  m a rk e ts .
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ev id en ce  on e a r n in g s ,  because  th e  r a t e s  used in  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  can be 

re g a rd e d  only  as a n o t i o n a l  supp ly  p r i c e  f o r  la b o u r ,  and th e y  can in  

no sen se  be used as th e  b a s i s  f o r  a y e a r l y  a ssessm en t o f  d i s p o s a b le  

income. Very c l e a r l y  th e  im pact o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  on fam ily  e a r n in g s ,  

th rough  v a r io u s  dom estic  by-em ploym ents,^  was s t i l l  c r u c i a l  in  t h i s  

p e r io d ,  and th e r e f o r e  th e  b e s t  u n i t  o f  a ssessm en t i s  p ro b ab ly  th e  fam ily ,  

r a t h e r  than  th e  head o f  th e  h o u seh o ld .  Because o f  th e se  c o n s id e r a t io n s  

th e  g r e a t  te m p ta t io n  to  r e l a t e  th e  M idland wage d a t a  to  a p r i c e  s e r i e s  

i n  o rd e r  to  p roduce a crude in d ex  o f  r e a l  wages was r e s i s t e d .

This  w i l l  be re g a rd e d  by many as a w eakness; b u t  i f  one o f  th e

main themes o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  has been the  e x t e n t  of l o c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in

wages i t  h a rd ly  seems c o n s i s t e n t  to  submerge th e se  in to  an a r e a  a s s e s s ­

ment o f  l i v i n g  s ta n d a r d s ,  w i th o u t  much more e x te n s iv e  r e s e a r c h .  This  

shou ld  in v o lv e  an a t te m p t  to  look a t  th e  r e g io n a l  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  p r i c e  

changes, th e  e x t e n t  o f  l o c a l  fam ily  employment (p o s s ib ly  th rough  th e  

la b o u r  s h e e ts  o f  l a r g e r  e s t a t e s )  th e  in c id e n c e  o f  unemployment (from 

poor law acc o u n ts? )  and th e  s i z e  of househo lds  (from census  enum era to rs  

b o o k s? ) .  But the  g e n e ra l  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  la b o u r  m arket o f f e r e d  h e re  

would s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  can b e s t  be s tu d ie d  a t  a v e ry  m icro  l e v e l  -  

e i t h e r  a v i l l a g e  o r  a w ard- however, the  fo cu s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  has  been 

on th e  Midland r e g io n  as a whole and th e r e f o r e  t h i s  f u r t h e r  work must be

l e f t  f o r  a n o th e r  t im e. No doubt some o f  th e  s e r i e s  w i l l  be used f o r

purposes  o th e r  than  t h a t  in te n d e d  by t h i s  s tu d e n t ,  b u t  th e  consequences

1 Such as th e  shoe in d u s t r y  in  N o r th am p to n sh ire ,  th e  k n i tw e a r  in d u s t r y  
i n  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e ,  th e  la c e  and h o s ie ry  in  N o t t in g h a m s h ire ,  r ib b o n  
weaving in  N orth  W arw ickshire  and th e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  in  N orth  
S t a f f o r d s h i r e .
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and th e  v a lu e  o f  t h i s  w ork, must r e s t  w ith  th e s e  o th e r  h i s t o r i a n s .

What has been  p ro v id ed  h e r e  i s  an assessm en t o f  th e  wage s e r i e s ,  w ar ts  

and a l l ;  and a t  p r e s e n t  th e  w a r ts  ap p ea r  to be s u f f i c i e n t  to  weigh 

a g a i n s t  a s im ple  com parison w i th  known p r i c e  i n d i c e s .

For th e  p r e s e n t ,  i t  rem ains im p o r ta n t  to  b e a r  in  mind t h a t  long 

h e ld  assum ptions  a b o u t economic b eh av io u r  -  some would c a l l  th e se  

t h e o r i e s  -  a r e  on ly  u s e f u l  i f  they  a id  th e  h i s t o r i a n s  a b i l i t y  to  

u n d e rs tan d  th e  w orkings o f  th e  economy in  an e a r l i e r  p e r io d .  I f  th e se  

assum ptions  dominate th e  r e a l i t y  they  can o n ly  d i s t o r t  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  

The id e a  t h a t  wage v a r i a t i o n s  w i l l  be e roded  by th e  w orkings o f  th e  

f r e e  m arke t has long  h e ld  sway because  o f  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  c l a s s i c a l  

and n e o - c l a s s i c a l  economic th in k in g ;  i f  t h i s  t h e s i s  has h e lp ed  to 

lo o sen  t h i s  r i g i d i t y  then  i t s  pu rpose  w i l l  have been amply f u l f i l l e d .
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2 7 1

n . C.V. Mean Index

1750 6 8 .8 10.4 76.5

1 5 9. 5 10 .5 77.0

2 5 9 . 5 10 .5 77.0

3 5 9 . 5 10 .5 77.0

4 5 9.5 10.5 77.0

5 5 9 . 5 10 .5 77.0

6 5 9 . 5 10.5 77.0

7 5 8. 2 10.2 75.0

8 5 8 .2 10.2 75.0

9 6 5. 2 10.4 76.0

1760 6 5 .2 10.4 76.0

1 6 5. 2 10.4 76.0

2 6 5. 2 10.4 76.0

3 7 4.9 10.4 76.5

4 8 11 .0 10 .8 79.0

5 9 11.0 11 .0 80.5

6 7 11 .2 11 .0 80 .0

7 JB 11 .5 11 .1 8 1 .5

8 8 9 .9 11.1 8 1 .5

9 11 11 .0 12 .0 87.8

1770 8 10 .4 11 .8 86.5

1 7 8. 7 11 .5 84.5

2 8 8 . 6 11 .8 87 . 0

3 7 9.7 11 .8 86.5

4 7 10 .3 11 .8 86. 8

5 7 11 .4 12.2 89.5

6 8 9 . 8 12.3 90 .0

7 7 9 .2 12 . 2 89.5

8 7 10 .9 12.6 92.3

9 . 7 11 .2 12.9 94.3



2 7 2

n, C.V . Mean Index

1780 6 12.3 13.1 96.0

1 4 4. 5 1 3 .9 102 .0

2 5 6 .4 13.9 102 .0

3 5 6 ,4 1 3 .9 102,0

4 5 6 .4 13 .9 102 .0

5 5 7 .3 13 .3 98.0

6 5 5 . 0 13.7 100.5

7 6 7 .5 13.4 98 .0

8 6 7 .5 13 .4 98 .0

9 6 6 .3 1 3 .5 99 .0

1790 6 7 ,7 1 3 .6 100 .0

1 5 7 .7 13.6 100 .0

2 6 8 .9 14 .5 106.5

3 6 13 . 2 15 .9 116.5

4 5 13.7 16.2 118.5

5 8 10.1 16.2 118.8

6 5 12.3 17.6 128.5

7 5 5 .9 16.9 123.0

8 7 9 .8 17.3 126 .8

9 8 16.0 18.2 133.3

1800 8 11 .9 19.6 143.5

01 9 12 .1 20.6 151 .5

02 6 13.1 19.9 146 .0

03 6 13 .6 19 .4 142.5

04 6 9 .6 19 .0 139.5

05 7 12.5 19.6 144.0

06 8 15 .9 20.5 150.0

07 8 18 .7 20.9 153.0

08 9 15.2 21 .3 156.0

09 9 13.1 21 .6 158.8
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n . C . V . Mean Index

1810 10 15.6 24.4 179.0

11 8 16.5 24.3 178.0

12 9 15.4 26.1 192.0

13 9 12.7 26.9 197.5

14 11 12 .5 27.3 200.5

15 8 11 .4 25.8 189.0

16 11 9 .8 24.5 179.0

17 12 9 .9 24.2 177.5

18 10 10.6 23.6 173.5

19 11 10.2 23 .8 175.0

1820 8 7 .7 22.7 166.5

1 10 7 .3 22.1 162.0

2 11 10.8 20.5 150.5

3 12 15 .8 20.5 150.5

4 9 13 .5 21 .3 156.5

5 10 12.8 22.9 168.0

6 10 11.2 23.4 171.5

7 10 11 .5 23.2 169.5

8 10 8 . 8 23.3 170.5

9 9 8 .9  . 23 .0 168.5

1830 8 6 .8 22.5 165.0

1 8 6 .8 22.5 165 .0

2 7 6 .7 22 .0 165.0

3 9 7 .5 21 .8 160.0

4 10 11 ,3 21 .8 160.0
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B I B L I O G R A P H Y

SECTION A; MANUSCRIPT SOURCES

L eices  te r s h ir e

Braye Mss L.M.

Croxton Lodge Farm Accounts L.R.O.

Ferrers Mss L.M.

H errick Mss L.R.O.

Loughborough Rectory Accounts L.R.O,

Quarter S ess io n s  Papers: County Treasurers Vouchers L.R.O,

Ravens tone H osp ita l Accounts L.R.O,

Belgrave H.S. Accounts L.M.

Burrough H.S. Accounts L.R.O,

Kimcote H.S. Accounts L.R.O,

Kirby Muxloe H.S. Accounts L.R.O,

Lutterworth H.S. Accounts L.R.O,

Market Harborough H.S. Accounts L.R.O.

Shawell H.S. Accounts L.R.O,

Stoke Golding H.S. Accounts L.R.O,

Nottinghamshire

Arundel C a st le  Mss 

Edge Mss 

Francklin  Mss 

Galway Mss 

Middleton Mss

S h e f f i e ld  C ity  Library  

N.R.O.

N.R.O.

N.U.L.

N.U.L.
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N e v ile  Mss N.R.O.

Nottingham Corporation Chamberlains Vouchers N.P.L.

New castle Mss N.U.L.

Portland Mss N.R.O.

S a v i le  Mss N.R.O.

Barnby Moor H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

Cropwell B utler  H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

Cropwell Bishop H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

E ast Leake H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

E lk es le y  H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

KilvingtU n H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

Laxton H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

M ansfield  Turnpike Trust Accounts N.R.O.

Misson H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

Norwell H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

Shelford  H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

Staunton H.S. Accounts N.R.O.

Nor thamp tonsh i re

Dryden E s ta te  Papers N*ton R.O.

F i t z w i l l ia m  E sta te  Papers N*ton R.O.

Grafton E s ta te  Papers N 'ton R.O.

Maxwell E s ta te  Papers N'ton R.O.

Tryon E sta te  Papers N'ton R.O.

Wakefield E sta te  Papers N*ton R.O.

Abington H.S. Accounts N’ ton R.O.

Badby H.S. Accounts N’ ton R.O.
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Bradden H.S, Accounts 

Cottesbrooke H.S. Accounts 

Crick H.S. Accounts 

Daventry Turnpike Trust Accounts 

Easton on the H i l l  H.S. Accounts 

Hardwick H.S. Accounts 

H arlestone H.S. Accounts 

Holcot H.S. Accounts 

L i t t l e  B i l l i n g  H.S. Accounts 

Moulton H.S. Accounts 

Old H.S. Accounts 

Passenham H.S. Accounts 

Rushton H.S*. Accounts 

West Haddon H.S. Accounts 

Wicken H.S. Accounts

Incumbent 

N* ton R.O. 

N* ton R.O. 

N 'ton R.O. 

N* ton R.O. 

Incumbent 

N’ ton R.O. 

N’ ton R.O. 

N’ ton R.O. 

N’ ton R.O. 

N’ ton R.O. 

N’ ton R.O. 

Incumbent 

N’ ton R.O. 

N’ ton R.O.

Warwickshire

Ayl e s ford Labour Books 

Leigh Mss

P le y d e l l  Bouveries C o l le c t io n  

Seymour Mss

S tra tfo rd  upon Avon Corporation Chamberlain’s )
Vouchers )

Baginton H.S. Accounts 

Barton on the Heath H.S. Accounts 

Bishops Tachbrooke H.S. Accounts 

C lif fo r d  Chambers H.S. Accounts 

Farnborough H.S. Accounts

Packington H all  

S.B .T .  

Berkshire R.O. 

W.R.O.

S .B .T .

W.R.O.

W.R.O.

W.R.O.

W.R.O.

W.R.O.



3  1 5

Hunningham H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Kennilworth H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Long Compton H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Meriden H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Monks Kirby H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Nether Whitacre H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Packington H.S. Accounts W.R.O

P i l l e r t o n  Hersey H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Rowington H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Shustoke H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Temple Grafton H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Warwick H.S. Accounts W.R.O

W illey  H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Wolfhampcote H.S. Accounts W.R.O

Yardley H.S. Accounts W.R.O

S ta f fo r d sh ir e

Aqualate Farm Accounts S.R.O

Bagot Mss S.R.O

Bradford C o l le c t io n S.R.O

G iffard  Mss S.R.O

Hatherton C o l le c t io n S.R.O

Shrewsbury C o l le c t io n S.R.O

Sutherland C o l le c t io n S.R.O

Vernon Farm Accounts S.R.O

Armitage H.S. Accounts S.R.O

B e t le y  H.S. Accounts S.R.O
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Brewood H.S, Accounts S.R.O.

B lym hill H.S. Accounts S.R.O.

Cheadle H.S. Accounts S.R.O.

Cheddleton H.S. Accounts S.R.O.

E n v i l le  H.S. Accounts S.R.O.

Great Barr H.S. Accounts S.R.O.

T e tte n h a l l  H.S. Accounts S.R.O.

SECTION B: GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

1812-13 S.C. A pprenticesh ip  Laws

1821 Commons Committee on Highways

1824 S.C. Labourers Wages

1831 P .P . (Lords) cccx i

1833 S.C. Manufacturing Commerce & Shipping

1836 Report on the S ta te  o f  the I r i s h  Poor in  Great B r i ta in

1851 Census Returns

1887 Returns o f  Wages 1830-1886

SECTION C: UNPUBLISHED THESES

•E.J.T. C o l l in s  ’Harvest Technology and Labour Supply
in  B r i ta in  1790-1850’ (Nottingham 
PhD 1970).

E.P.Duggan ’The Impact o f  I n d u s t r ia l i s a t io n  oh
an Urban Labour Market: Birmingham
1770-1860’ (Wisconsin PhD, U .S .A .1972)

D.V.Fockes ’The Process o f  Agrarian Change in
Nottinghamshire 1720-1830 (Liverpool  
M.A. 1971).
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J .E , G in a r lis  

W.A. Jenkin  

J.M. Martin

D.R, M il ls

R.W.Sturgess

B. Thomas

’Road and Waterway Investment in  B r i ta in  
1750-1850’ ( S h e f f ie ld  PhD 1970).

’Economic and S o c ia l  H istory  o f  L e ic e s t e r  
1660-1835’ (London M.A. 1950).

’S o c ia l  and Economic Trends in  the Rural 
West Midlands 1785-1875’ (Birmingham 
M. Comm. 1960).

’Landownership and Rural S ettlem ent w ith  
s p e c ia l  re fe ren ce  to L e ic e s t e r s h ir e  in  
the mid-19th cen tu ry ’ (L e ic e s te r  PhD 1963).

’ The Response o f  A gr icu ltu re  in  S ta f fo r d ­
s h ir e  to p r ic e  changes in  the 19th 
century’ (Manchester PhD 1965).

’S tu d ies  in  Labour Supply and Labour C o st ’ 
(London PhD 1931).

SECTION D: BOOKS & ARTICLES

W. A lbert

G.C. A lle n  

M.K. Ashby 

T.S. Ashton

R.M. Auty 

G.J. Barnsby

J . Barton

W, Beam  

S.H.Beaver

The Turnpike Road System in  England 1663-1840  
(1972).

The I n d u s tr ia l  Development o f  Birmingham (1929)
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